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INTRODUCED BY 1::;~!.'2~ _a;_ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY PUBLIC 

OWNERSHIP OF COUNTY ROADS CREATED BY A SUBDIVISION THAT 

DEDICATES FOREVER THE USE OF THE LAND AS A ROADWAY: 

PROVIDING FOR ABANDONING SUCH ROADS: AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-14-2107 AND 7-14-2615• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sec~ion 1. Section T-1~2107, HCA• is aaended to read: 

•7-i:llt-2107. Acqui&it.ion of right-of-way. tlJ Each 

board of county co••i&sioners shall contracte agree fort 

purchase, or otherwise lawfully acquire right-of-way for 

county roads over private property. Jt •ay institute 

proceedingi under Title 10, chapter 30• paying for such 

right-of-way fro• the county road fund. 

(2, Each board shall acquire rights-ot-way for county 

roads and discontinue or abandon them only upon proper 

petition therefor. 

(3) 8y f&~ when title yeSt$ io tbs QUblj( bee~ 

22 tbg_laod on ~~~countx rgad js lgcated is created by a 

Z3 ~~SlOO tbat~atgs forever the use_gf the land for a 

24 Laad1-DX taking or accepting interests in real proper~y Yor 

2~ county roads• the public acquires only the right-of-way and 
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LC 0973/01 

the incidents necessary to enjoying and aaintaining it.• 

Section 2. Section 7-14-2615y MCAt is aMended to read: 

"7-14-2615. Abandon .. nt or vacdtion of county roads. 

(1) All county roads once established •ust continue to be 

county roads until abandoned or vacated by: 

(a) operation of lawi 

(b} judg•ent of a court of co•petent jurisdiction; or 

(c) the order of the board. 

(2) No order ~o abandon any county road shall be valid 

unless preceded by notice and public hearing. 

(3) (ll ~~as orgyidad jn $UbsectjQQ (3J(b)w uppn 

gLQec_gf abandonment. the land on whiCh the~ road js 

~ed rey•rts to the owners of the adjojoiog land frqm 

~b the road was taken. 

Lb.l-I.bLlit.l.JL.to the 1 and on which cqupty roads. are 

~at~-tb41_~~4ted by a subdjyjsjQQ jo Which the 

~rded plat U&~•d that the Jand dellgnated for the 

LaadMavs was dedicated fQLCyer tg the pyblic rs•ains jn the 

RUb}i£_UOJeSS the Qrder tp abandon JQBCjfjca])J djWeJts the 

RYbl~Qf jts tj!lt.• 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2- l/6 5'6~· 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

~Bill MOo~ 
~¥<~-INTRODUCED BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY PUBLIC 

OWNERSHIP OF COUNTY ROADS CREATED BY A SUBDIVISION THAT 

DEDICATES FOREVER THE USE OF THE lAND AS A ROADWAY; 

PROVIDING FOR ABANDONING SUCH ROADS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

7-l~-2107 AND 7-1~-2615• MCAo 0 

BE !T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SeGtion 1. Section 1-1~-2101, HCAt i$ a•ended to read: 

"7-
1
14-2107. Acquisition of right-of-May. {1) Each 

board of county co•missioners shall contract, agree for. 

purchase, or otherwise lawfully acquire right-of-~ay for 

county roads over private property. It •ay institute 

proceedings under Title 70, chapter 30, paying for such 

right-of-way from the county road fund. 

(2) Each board shall acquire rights-of-way for county 

roads and discontinue or abandon the• only upon proper 

petition therefor. 

(3) 8y E&~ when title yests in the Qubl~~ 

2Z th!LlaalLliiLidllllLt.bL5a!~llad js l11cated js_~;LII.Hitll~ 

23 ~Ubdi~~lon tbat_dedlk~forgyer the u$e_af_tbe_land for a 

Z4 L2ad1-hx taking or accepting interests in real property for 

2~ county roads, the public acquires only the right-of-way and 
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the incidents necessary to enjoying and aaintaining it.• 

Section z. Section 7-14-2615• MCA, is aMended to read: 

"T-1~-2615. AbandonMent or vacation of county roads. 

(1) All county roads once established must continue to be 

county roads until abandoned or vacated by: 

(a) operation of law; 

(b) judg•ent of a court of co•petent jurisdiction; or 

(c) the order of the board. 

(Z) No order to abandon any county road shall be valid 

unless preceded by notice and public hearing. 

(3) 'aJ ~t as proyjded jo sybsgctiQO &3J(b)• ypon 

gLQcL-Qf abandonment, the land on whjc~~ road j$ 

located reverts to the owners of the adlgialng land from 

~h the road was taken. 

LQ}__Ibe_~to the land on whjch county roads are 

~~ that were created by a sybdjyjsioo in which the 

~~ plat de~d that the land _Qesignated__Loc~ 

£gadMAX1-~Cdfcated fgrgygr to the pybljc remain$ jn the 

~!.ltll~_W).!Jtu_tb_.e._Q.Ul.u_:U._abaodoo sp~~li.L.di ye:;ts. the 

lllllll~liLill-lill.!ta • 

-End-

-z- S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 

/d3SS~ 
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INTRODUCED BY h:;ABILl NOo ~ 0'1~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO CLARIFY PUBLIC 

OWNERSHIP OF COUNTY ROADS CREATED BY A SUBOIYISION THAT 

DEDICATES FDREYER THE USE OF THE LAND AS A ROADWAY; 

PROVIDING FDR ABANDONING SUCH ROADS; A"ENDING SECTIONS 

7-11t-2107 AND 7-11t-2615, MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-14-2107 9 MCA• is amended to read: 

•r-,1"""2101. Acquisition of right-of-way. (1) Each 

board of county co .. Jssioners ihall contract. agree tor• 

purchase. or otherwise lawfully acquire right-of-way for 

county roads over private property. It •ay institute 

proceedings under Title TO, chapter 30t paying for such 

right-of-way fro• the county road fund. 

121 Each board shall acquire rights-of-way for county 

roads and discontinue or abandon thee only upon proper 

petition therefor. 

f3) 8y f&c•pt when title yests jo the gubljc bee~ 

zz tbc_l&nd go wb~b_th£_county road js located js created by a 

23 ~~lpn tbat-Aad~at•s fgreyBr the use_gf the land fAL-a 

24 LQadL-bx taking or accepting interests in real property for 

2~ county roads• the public acquires only the right-of-way and 
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the Incidents necessary to enjoying and .. intaining 1~.· 

Section z. Section 7-1~-2615• MCA• Is -nded to read: 

•7-1~-261S. Abandonaent or vacation of county roads. 

(1) 1111 county roads once established aust continue to be 

county roads until abandoned or vacated by: 

Ca) operation a' law; 

lbl judg.ant of a court of coapetent jurisdiction; or 

(c) the order of the board. 

12) No order to abandon any county road shall be valid 

unless preceded by notice and public haa~ing. 

C31 caJ ~t__as grgyidad jn subsRctign C31(b)s uppp 

g£dec_gf abandgnment• the land on which th• ~--LRAd--la 

located_ reyerts to thg owners of the adjpjoiog land from 

~h the rgad was taken. h"cb cgyntx roads •r• 
he land on •-• 

~ b a sybdjy!l.•on 
__Jbe title to t . . in which the 

~ltd- th__ d -d8:JsJ•ug~no~·~t~•H-L-~~------at were created y • d for the 
~hat .J.be Jan . 

lat declared__ • ••ins •n the recorded p g the pybl•c re 
£.Hdways was dedicated foreyec t 

RYD}Ic_ynJess tb• order to abandon specifjcaJJy diyests the 

Pllblil:...of ; u t i.tu.a • 

-End-

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 

~:.{j~ 


