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HOUSE BILL NO. 565 

INTRODUCED BY •JIUGBR 

IN '!'HE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local 
Government. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report ad.:lpted. 

Bill printed a;1d pli!l.ced on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

COn$idared corr~ctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and refert'ed to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amertded. 
Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 471 Noes, 0. 

IN THE !lOUSE 

Returned to Bouse with 
amendments. 

Second r~ading, amendments 
concurred in. 
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Third readinq, amendments 
concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Ro!?orted correctly enrolled. 
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1 Jk.t-•• 
INTRODUCED B h. BILL NO. ~ Y'/l.ge!=: 2 

1 certificates written upon or annexed to the same and with 

2 the plats., papers thereto schedule., and otr.er surveys9 

3 3 annexed., in the order and as of the time when the same was 

4 A RILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A 4 received for record and mu~t note at the foot of the r£cord 

5 DETERMINATION OF LEGIBILITY FOR THE RECORDING Of DOCUMENTS 5 the exact time of its reception. 

6 BY THE COUNTY CLE~K AND RECORDER; AMENDING SECHON 7-4-lol7• 6 (3) The county clerk must also endorse upon each 

7 HCA,.• 7 ins't-C'"Ument, pap.:!r., or notice the tiate when and the book and 

8 8 pages in which it is recorded and must thereafter deliver 

9 BE IT EI~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF "THE STATE OF I'IONI"ANA: 9 it 9 upon request., to the party leaving the sante for record 

10 Section 1. Section 7-4-2617, MCA, is amended to ~~au: 10 or to his order.• 

ll 11 7-4-2617. Procedure to record documents. (1) When a1~y -End-

12 instrument. paper, or notice executed after January 1. 1934, 

13 lJD.IJ <luthorized !Jy law to be recorded is deposited for rtcord 

14 in the office of the county clerk, as ex officio recorder, 

15 aftfl-eeee~~d-hy the qrinted, wrjtteo. or typed woros must 

lh b~~sidgrert legible and legibly regrgQucjble hv the 

17 Le&Qrder before the instrument. papera or ootjcg may be 

lB ~~d for recording. Upon determinatjan of leqjbiljty 

19 ~ the paxman~ the required fee, he ~unty c1eLk 

70 must endorse upon the :iame t:he time it was rec.eivea., noting 

21 the yPar., month, day., hour, and minute of its reception, and 

22 the reception of the instrument must be immediately entered 

23 in the county c 1 er k and recorder • s reception book. 

24 (2) The county clerk aaus·t record said instl'"um~nt 

25 without delay, toqethel'" with the acknowledyment., proof~. dOd 

l N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-z-
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INTRODUCED BY 

Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

;.4.c.t., •• II BILL NO. .1:"1! ~ 
1"//l§e'l= ~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A 

DETERMINATION OF LEGIBILITY FOR THE RECORDING OF OOCUNENTS 

BY THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER; AMENDING SECTION 7-+-2bl7o 

MCA,• 

RE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sec~ion 7-4-2617t MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-4-2617. P~ocedure to record documents. (1) ~hen any 

12 instrument, paper, or notice executed after January la 1284. 

13 and authorized by law to be recorded is deposited for record 

1~ in the office of the county clerkt as ex officio recorder~ 

15 Mttf-eeee•l!!la:tieel hw the orjnted. wrjtten. gr typed Mocds, my:;t 

16 he__~s;aered legible and legibly regrgdycible by ~ 

17 recorder bBfore the lqstrueent• paper. or notjce way bg 

18 accepted for recording. Upon det·ermlpatjon of legibility 

19 ~ the payment of the required fee~ fte ~unty clerk 

20 must endorse upon the saee ~he time it was received~ noting 

21 the yeary month. day, hour, and •inute of its reception, and 

22 the reception of the instruaent must be immediately entered 

23 in the county clerk and recorder•s reception book. 

24 (2) The county clerk .ust record said instrument 

25 without delay, together with the acknowledg•entw proof~, and 
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LC 2301/0l. 

certificates written upon or annexed to the same and with 

the plats, surveys., schedule, and other papers thereto 

annexed, in the order and as of the time when the same ~as 

r~eived for record and must note at the foot of the record 

the exac~ time of its reception. 

(3) The county c'1erk •ust also endorse upon each 

ln5trument, paper, or notice the ti.a when and the book and 

pages in which it is recorded and .ust thereafter deliver 

it, upon ~equest, to the pdr~y leaving the sa.e fo~ record 

or to his· order.• 

-End-

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
-2- ,.J-
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INTRODUCED BY }//_ BILL NOo ~ W'* 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A 

DETERMINATION OF LEGIBILITY FOR THE RECORDING OF DOCUMENTS 

BY THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER; AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2o17• 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Se«:;tion "1-4-2617., HC..A, is allended to r-ead.: 

"7-4-2617. Pr-oce~ure to record documents. (1) When any 

12 instrument• paper• c~ notice executed after Januarv la 1234. 

13 ~ authorized by law to be recorded Js deposited for r-ecord 

14 in the office of the county clerk, as ex officio recorUer 9 

15 8ftft-aeeeM,8ftie~ ey the printed, written• or typed words must 

lb h~kQD~dered legible and legibly repcoducjbJe by the 

17 ~rder before the instru•ent• paper. or notice may be 

18 accepted foe recording. Uppn debftrmlnatjpn of Jegibjlity 

19 ~ the pay•ent of the required fee, fte ~ynty cJerk 

70 nmst endorse upon the ~ame the time it was received. noi:ing 

21 the year, month, day, hour, and Rlinute of its ret..eption, and 

22 the reception of the instru•ent must be immediately entered 

23 in the county clerk and r-ecorder•s reception book. 

24 (2) The county clerk must record said in~trument 

25 without delay, together with the acknowledgment, prouts, and 
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certificates written upon or annexed to the same and with 

the plats, surveys, schedule, and otner papers thereto 

annexed, in the order and as of the tiae when the sa•e was 

received for record and must note a~ the foot of the record 

the exact time of its reception, 

(3) The county clerk •ust also endorse upon each 

ins·tru~nent, paper., or notice the tille when and the book and 

paqes in which it is recorded and .ust thereafter deliver 

i~• upon request, to the party leaving the sa.a for record 

o~ to his orde~.· 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D I N G 

-2- d 12 ,. ' , 
FJ })._::, V_:) 



March 25, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Judiciary) 

That House Bill No. 565 be amended as follows: 

1. Title, line 6. 
Following: "RECORDER" 
Insert: "AND THE ADDITION OF A STATEMENT BY THE CLERK TO DOCUMENTS 
CONSIDERED NOT LEGIBLE" 

2. Page 1, lines 12 and 13. 
Strike: "executed after January 1, 1984, and" 

3. Page 
Strike: 
Insert: 

1, lines 15 through 19. 
"the printed" on line 15, through "county clerk" on line 19. 
"and accompanied by the required fee, he" 

4. Page 1. 
Following: line 23. 
Insert: "{2) If the printed, written, or typed words or numbers are 
considered by the clerk and recorder to be illegible and not legibly 
reproducable, the clerk and recorder must affix to the recorded 
document a statement that the docume~is illegible and not legibly 
reproducable. 
Renumber: subsequent subsections. 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 565 

INTRODUCED BY YINGER 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRIF;G A 

DETERMINATION OF LEGIBILITY FOR THE RECORDING OF DOCUMENTS 

BY THF COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER ~Q TU£ _ADQJIIQN QF A 

U.UE!It.fiL_JlLTUL(;L.t.BLI.IL.llatllllffiLL~lPf&£ll_WJLllJil.all; 

AMENDING SECTION 7-4-2617, "CA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-~-Z617• KCA, is amended to read: 

•7-4-2617. Procedure to record documents. (1) When any 

instrument, paper. or notice aaccat~:aft:c:doau~:i~ 

DQd authorize~ by law to be recorded is deposited for record 

in the office of the county clerk• as ex officio recorder, 

e"d-eeeompen+ed-by ~~~z:written•-oe-~d:aArds-wa$~ 

b:::CA~ide~=~~:ADd::tegthtx--rep~~==:bx::tn. 

.:.ei:!ZC!Ie.:.::.iu:£rlt:e::1:l:lc::illrtl:llllf:Dt=llllf:U--os:-notiec:taAX--H 

19 ~c~ed:fot::t:ee~dieo.:~aa:~~aottoa:-o£--tev+hiti~ 

20 ACd:tb~:A4J~=Df ~he-~eq~+re8-feeT he ~oHnty-cterh AUD 

21 ~~af&UlEP~l--IUE--&fguL&fQ_fE~ must endorse upon the 

22 sa~e th@ time it was received, noting the year. month. day. 

23 hour, and minute of its reception, and the reception of the 

24 instrument must be immediately entered in the county clerk 

25 and recorder's reception book. 
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LU _ _lf_TULe&lfiiEO&..IiBlll E ,., OR UeEII-.IIP&lLllL.flliiiB.t.BS 

6Rf_QO~SlQE&EO_Bl_T~f-tLEB£_AUQ_Bf~RQ~R TQ BE lbbEGIBLf_AfiQ 

tiQl-..LflilW.Ll\J;.t&IJQUllW.fL-ltif_ CLERK ANQ..Jif(;P&PEILI!Ull..Aff.U. 

IO_lHE_&ftUBQEU_pp~HfKI-A-SI6~fiiT THAT TUE _QQCUMENT IS 

llJ.EliliiJ.E_AiiO..fiQLUGIBLY BfPB!IIlll.t.l.IIL.f.o. 

t~tL~ The county clerk must record said instru.ant 

without delay. together with the acknowledgMent. proofs, and 

certificates written upon or annexed to the same and with 

the plats, surveys, schedule, and other papers thereto 

annexed, In the order and as of the time when the saae was 

received for record and must note at the foot of the record 

the exact tl•e of its reception. 

t~tL~l The county clerk •ust also endorse upon each 

instru•enty paperw or notice the time when and the book and 

pages in which it is recorded and must thereafter deliver 

it• upon request, to the party leaving the sa•e for record 

or to his order.• 

-End-

-2- HB 565 

R E F E H E N C E B I L L 


