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OF JUSTICe 

"AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

TH£ DUTIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS AND lAW ENFORCEHENT 

OFFICERS CONCERNING THE FILING OF ACCIDENT RoPDRTS; TO 

PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE A REPORT; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 1>1-7-109 AND 61-7-1ll, HCA; AND PROVIuiNG A.~ 

IH~EDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

RE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-109, MCA• is amended to read: 

"61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

information - form of report. ( 1) The operator of any 1notor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which ddmage to the property of any one person in 

excess of $250 is sustained shdllt within 10 days after such 

accident, report the matter in writing to the division 

uoles$ ~~ident uas jnyestjgated and reporteg_Q¥_~~ 

~rcement offj~as proyjded in subsecti2~· 

(2) Th~ division mtiy require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accidetlt of which report must be mdde as 

provided in this section to file supplemental reports 
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whenever the original report is insufficient and may require 

witnesses of dCcidents to render reports. 

(~) E:v.:.!ry laH enforcement officer who in the reguldr 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident .,+ 

whTeh-repor~-mti~~be-~ftde-o~-~~qu+~-+n-~h+~-psr~T in whicb 

.a.D..¥- person js killed or injured or jo which damagg to thtg 

property pf apy ocrson exceeds ~ either at the time of 

and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses• shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the ~ccident to the division. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the division to determine whether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exem?tions specified in this part." 

Section z. Section 61-7-lllt MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-111. Accident report forms. (1) The division 

shall prepare and, upon request, supply to pol ice 

departments• coroners, medical examiners, sheriffs, garages. 

and other suitdble a~encies or individuals forms for 

accident reports required hereunder. appropriate with 

respect to the persons required to make such reports and the 

purposes to be served. The written reports to be ~dde Dy 
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persons involved in accidents and by iml'estigating officers 

shall call for suffici~ntly d~tai1ed information to disclo~e 

with reference to a traffic o'JCCident the causes, conoitions 

then existing. and the persons and vehicles involved. 

(2) Every accident report required to be mdde in 

writing shall be made on the appropriate form approved by 

the division and shall contain dll of the information 

required therein unless not available. 

(3) The division may suspend the license or permit to 

drive of any resident or the nonresident operating privilege 

of ~ny person failing to report an accident as herein 

provided until such report has been filed. AftY-pe~" 

eon¥~e~~-e~~~~~~e-~~~~~-eft-eee~~~-by--~--qu+eke~t 

Medn3--eT--~cmmun+eet~~ft--or-~e++~ftg--to--Torw~~-e-wr+t~en 

repor~as-~e~~red-her~n-+~-9U++~y--e+--e--m+3deMe8fter--e"d 

~~+~eb+e-~y-e-~"e-uT-ne~-~e-~hen-•2~• 

NEW SECTIO~. Section 3. Penalty for violation. (1) A 

18 person violating any provision of 61-7-104 through 61-7-110 

19 or 61-7-112 tnrough 61-7-114 is guilty of 3 misdeme~nor. 

20 Upon a first conviction, the offender shall be punished by a 

21 fine of not less than SlO or more than 5100 or Dy 

22 im;Jrisonment for not more than 10 days. For a second 

23 conviction within 1 year thereafter, the offender shall be 

24 punished by a fine of not less than 525 or more than 5200 or 

25 by imprisonment for not more than 20 days or by both such 
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fine and impri~onment. upon a third or s.ubsQquent 

conviction within 1 year of the first convictiooy an 

offender sha11 be puni r:.hed b'l a fine of not le5s than 'SO o..­

Q~re than 5500 or by impri~onment for not more than 6 months 

or by both such fine and i~ri~onment. 

(2} Subj~ct to the limitations of 46-lB-231(3), an 

offender who fails to pay a fine shall be i~prisoned in the 

county ;ail in the county in which the offense was 

committed, and the punishm@nt shall be commuted at the rate 

uf 1 ddy's incarceration for each 510 of the fine. 

NfH-~f~• Section 4• Codification instruction. 

Section 3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 01, chapter 7t part l• and the prowisions of Title 61, 

chapter 7, apply to section j. 

~fH-SfCilWH£ Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Traneportation 

J- ," 
:..?_~£1- "'- OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE DUTIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS CONCERNING THE FILING OF ACCIDENT REPORTS; TU 

PR~VIDE A PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE A REPORT; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-7-109 AND 61-7-111• MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATEo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-7-109. Written repor~s of accidents -- additional 

information -- form of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which damage to the property of any one person in 

excess of S250 is sustained shdll, within 10 days after such 

accident, report the matter in writing to the division 

unle$s the accident «as jnye$tjgated and reported by a l.illf 

~~~_nfflcer as proyided jn sybsectjoO-Lll• 

(2) Th~ division may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be made us 

!J rov i ded in this section to f i 1 e supp 1 em~nta 1 reports. 
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whenever the original report ls insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident 8~ 

wft?e~-~epe~~~~he-~e-es-re~H+red-+n-~h+~-par~y jn wbi'h 

4fiX_ persgn is kjlled or iniyred gr jo whjch damage tg the 

property of any person exceeds S25Q, either at the time of 

and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the division. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the division to determine ~hether the requirements for the 

deposit of security for safety respons i:Oi 1 ity are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exem~tions specified in this part.• 

Section 2. Section 61-7-1119 MCAy is amended to read: 

"61-7-111. Accident report forms. (1) The division 

shall prepare and, upon request, supply to pol ice 

departments, coroners, medical examiners, sheriffs, garages, 

and other suitable agencies or individuals forms for 

accident reports required hereunder, appropriate with 

resoect to the persons required to mak~ such reports and the 

?Urposes to be served. The written reports to be mdde &y 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
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persons involved in accidents and by investigating officers 

shall call for sufficiently detailed information to disclo~e 

with reference to a traffic accident the causes, conditions 

then existing, and the persons and vehicles involved. 

(Z) Every accident .-eport required to be mdde in 

writing shall be made on the appropriate form approved by 

the division and shall contain all of the Information 

required there;n unless not available. 

(3) The division may suspend the license or permit to 

drive of any resident or the nonresident operating privilege 

of any person falling to report an accident as herein 

provided until such report has been filed. •ny-pe~n 

eeft¥+ei!etl __ e+_~-1!-...,,... .. _., __ ....,..e-i <I e.,.., 1>7 -iehe--qMelteH 

.edns--~--e~n+eetton--or--fe+++ftg--to--foPWar~-&-WP*~~en 

r~r'l>-e,-...~re<l-he-+..-+s-gM+~y--ef--e--m+sdeMea..&r--s"<l 

,...,+'""""'""e-by-e-f'+,e-of-...,.., __ ,_..,.....,_.e .. • 
NfY SECilQN• Section 3. Penaltr for vlola·tion. (1) A 

person violating any provision of 61-7-10~ through 61-7-110 

or 61-7-llZ through 61-1-114 Is guilty of a misdelleanor. 

20 Upon a first conviction. the offender shall be punished by a 

21 fine of not less than SlO or more than $100 or by 

22 i•~risonment for not nore than 10 days. For a second 

23 convic~ion within 1 year therea~ter. the offender shall be 

24 punished by a fine of not less than S25 or more than $ZOO or 

25 by imprisonment for not ~ore than 20 days or by both such 
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fine and impri5onment. Upon a third or subsequent 

conviction with in 1 year of the first convict i on• an 

offender shall be punished by a fine of not less than $50 or 

more than $500 or by imprison•ent for not more than Q months 

or by bOth such fine and iaprison~ent. 

(~) Subject to the limitations of 46-18-231(3), an 

offender Hho fails to pay a fine shall be i•prisoned in the 

county jail in the county in which the offense was 

committed, and the punishment shall be commuted at the rate 

uf 1 ddy's incarceration for each $10 of the fine. 

MfH_Sft~a Section 4. Codification instruction. 

Section 3 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 6lt chaoter 1, part lt and the provisions of Titl8 61• 

chapter 7 1 apply to section ~ • 

~~~. Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: RAN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE DUTIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS AND lAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS CONCERNING THE FILING DF ACCIDENT REPORTS; TO 

PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE A REPORT; AHENuiNG 

SECTIONS 61-7-109 AND 61-7-111• MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATEo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-7-109, KCAt is amended to read: 

•61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

infor~ation -- form of report. (1) The operator of any motor 

vehicle which is in any manner involved in an accident 

within this state in which any person is killed or injured 

or in which da~age to the property of any one person in 

excess of $250 is sustained shall, within 10 days after such 

accident, report the matter in writiny to the division 

unlrss the a"jdent was investigated and reported by a law 

~rcement offjcer as proyjded jn subsection (3). 

(2) The division may require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report must be mdde as 

provided in this section to file supplemP.ntal report~ 
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whenever the original report is insufficient and •ay require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(~) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident ~~ 

wh+eh-repoT~-mus~be-.ade-es-re~~+red-+n~h+~a~y jn which 

40¥- person js kj]led or injured or jo wbjcb damage tg the 

prgperty of any person exceeds szso, either at the time of 

and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

after completing the investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the division. 

(4) The form of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain information sufficient to enable 

the division to determine whether the require~ents for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exe•ptions specified in this part.• 

Section z. Section 61-7-lllw MCAw is a.anded to read: 

•61-7-111. Accident report forms. (1) The division 

shall prepare and 9 upon request. supply to pol ice 

departments, coronerst medical examiner5t sheriffs, garages, 

and other suitable agencies or individuals forms for 

accident reports required hereundert appropriate with 

resoect to the persons required to make such reports and the 

purposes to be served. The written reports to be made by 

-2- T H I R D 
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persons involved in accidents and by investigating officers 

shall call for sufficiently detailed Information to disclose 

with reference to a traffic accident the causes, conoitions 

then existing. and the persons and vehicles involved. 

(Z) Every accident report required to be made in 

writing shall be made on the appropriate form approved by 

the division and shall contain all of the Information 

required therein unless not available. 

(3) The division may suspend the license or permit to 

drive of any resident or the nonresident operating privilege 

of any person failing to report an accident as herein 

provided until such report has been filed. Aft1-p~ 

een¥1-ei!tHI-eof-f'oH-l-Ho<j--1:<>-Pej!Htt't.---..eri--bl'-----qtriel<e~ 

.een~-e~ eo•a~n+ee~+on--er--fe+++~--~-+o~werft-8-wr+~~eft 

"repttr4!-es re~11 ired he-rrift--+.,_91-fMy-ef--e-lt'i-~de.-ee,.er end 

pun+~eh~e-~y-a-~-e~ne~-~e-~~Bn-.~~· 

NFH $ECIIQN. Section 3. Penalty for violation. (1) A 

18 person violating any provision of 61-7-104 through 61-7-110 

19 or 61-7-112 through 61-7-114 Is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

20 Upon a first conviction, the offender shall be punished by a 

21 fine of not less than S10 or more than $100 or by 

22 im~risonment for not more than 10 days. For a second 

23 conviction within 1 year thereafter, the offender shall be 

24 punished by a fine of no~ less than $25 or •ore than S£00 or 

25 by imprison~nt for not more than 20 days or by both such 
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fine and iMpri5onment. Upon a third or subsequen~ 

conviction within l year of the first convictione an 

offender shall be puni~hed by a fine of not le5S than $50 or 

more than 1500 or by imprisonaent for not more than 6 months 

or by both such fine and i~rison~ent. 

(~) Subject to the limitations of 46-18-231(3)• an 

offender ~ho fails to pay a fine shall be I•prisoned in the 

county jail in the county In which the offense was 

committed, and the punishMent shall be COMMuted at the rate 

of 1 ddy•s incarce~ation for each $10 of the fine. 

~H-SftLIUHa Section ~. Codification instruct: ion. 

Section 3 Is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 6lt chapter 7, part lt and the provisions of Title 6le 

chapter 7 9 apply to section l. 

lfW-S~tilQUa Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval• 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 560 

INTRODUCED BY ABRAMS, SPAETH• Do SROWN, 

PAVLOVICH, STDBIEo ZABROCKI, O'CONNELL, KEYSER 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE AND CLARIFY 

THE D~TIES OF MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICER~ CONCERNING THE FILING OF ACCIDENT REPORTS; TO 

PROVIDE A PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE A REPORT; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-7-109 AND 61-T-111• HCA; AND PROVIDING AN 

IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ctlon l• Section 61-l-109• MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-7-109. Written reports of accidents -- additional 

infor•ation -- for• of report. (lJ The operator of any .otor 

vehicle which is in any Manner Involved in an accident 

wtthi~ this state in whfch any person is killed or injured 

or in which daMage ~o the property of any one person in 

excess of $250 Is sustained shall. within 10 days after such 

accident. report the •atter in ~riting to the division 

WDl~~~--tb~__a~~iQ&Dt-wai-i~~~g~Dd-LeQgrted by_a_l~ 

~ofa~emeot-CLtl~L_as-R~Yi~~~iaD-Lll• 

(2) The division •ay require any driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident of which report eust be made as 
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provided in this section to file suppleaental reports 

Nhenever the original report is Insufficient and may require 

witnesses of accidents to render reports. 

(3) Every law enforcement officer who in the regular 

course of duty investigates a •otor vehicle accident e~ 

wh+eh-~~pe~~-.a~•-ee-e~e-~-~~+red-+n-~a-pareT iD_wbl~ 

illl¥--ll~I:~Wl-Lli----killAILII.c_iDJl&UJLllr In Mb I fOII..ila•age tg the 

Q£aQect.-Of-4Qt-Persgn exceed£_~ either at the ti•e of 

and at the scene of the accident or thereafter by 

interviewing participants or witnesses, shall within 10 days 

af~er co•pleting the Investigation forward a written report 

of the accident to the division. 

(~) The for• of the accident report required under 

this section shall contain inforMation sufficient to enable 

the division to deter~ine whether the require•ents for the 

deposit of security for safety responsibility are 

inapplicable by reason of the existence of insurance or 

other exe•ptions specified In this part.• 

Section 2. Section 61-7-111, MCA 9 is a.ended to read: 

•61-7-111. Accident report forms. (1) The division 

shall prepare and, upon request, supply to police 

departments. coroners• aedical examiners 9 sheriffs, garages 9 

and other suitable agencies or individuals forms for 

accid!nt reports required hereunder, approprIate with 

respect to the persons required to make such reports and the 
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purposes to be served. The written reports to be Made by 

persons involved in accidents and by investigating officers 

shall call for sufficiently detailed infor•ation to disclose 

with re~erence to a traffic accident the causes, conditions 

then existing, and the persons and vehicles involved. 

(2J Every accident report required to be made In 

writing shall be Made on the appropriate for• approved by 

the division and shall contain a1J of the information 

required therein unless not available. 

(3) The division •ay suspend the license or per•lt to 

drive of any resident or the nonresident operating privilege 

of any person failing to report an accident as herein 

provided until such report has been filed• ~r-per~on 

eeftY+eted-of-Fa+++ng-to-re~-sn-eee+eent-bT--the--~Tekest 

.e&fts--of--~+e~+en--o~--~a+~n,--•e--forwerd-e-wr+~en 

~e~ert-es-r~red-~re+n-+s-~~++~y--&f--e---+sde.ea~--en~ 

~~n+sft•~•·-~-fTne-o4-ne~.ore-~-~sw• 

lfW-SECIIDI& Section 3. Penalty for violation. (1) A 

19 person violating any proylslon of 61-7-104 through 61-7-110 

ZO or 61-7-112 through 61-7-114 is guilty of a •isdeaeanor. 

21 Upon a first conviction, the or~ender shall be punished by a 

ZZ fine of not less than $10 or •ore than $100 or by 

23 i•prison•ent for not ~re than 10 days. For a second 

24 conviction within 1 year thereafter• the offender shall be 

25 punl$,ed by a fine of not less than $Z5 or more than $200 or 
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by i•~rison.ent for not •ore than 20 days or by both such 

fine and ImprisonMent. Upon a third or subsequent 

conviction Nithin 1 year of the fi~st conviction• dO 

offender shall be punished by a fine of not less than $50 or 

more tHan $500 or by imprisonment for not ~ore than 6 •onths 

or ~V both such fine and iaprison•ent. 

(2) Subject to the liaftations of 4&-18-231(3)• an 

offender who fails to pay a fine snall be i•p~isoned in the 

county jail in the county In which the offense was 

comaitted• and the punishment shall be cOMmuted at the rate 

of 1 day•s incarceration for each $10 of the fine. 

YfK-~llUU. Section 4. Codification Instruction. 

Section 3 Is Intended ~o be codified as an integral part of 

Title 61, chapter 7• part 1• and the provisions of Title 61• 

chapter 7, apply to section 3. 

~~K-~tllOHa Section 5. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage and approval. 

-End-

-4- HB 560 


