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M—Bxu No. w3 ]
INTRODUCED BY !6551&%;35

BY REQUEST DOF THE SECRETARY JF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO REMOVE THE STATUTORY
SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES 1IN HWHICH BALLUTS ARE
MAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDING
THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRERED BY THE ScCRETARY OF
STATE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTIUN

13-13-214y MCA-"

BE I¥ ENACTED BY YHE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 13-13-214y MCAy is amended to read:
"13-13-214« Mailing ballot to 2lector. (1) As soon as

the official ballots are printeds the election administrator
shall send by maily postage prepaide to each elector from
whom he has received a valtid application whatever official
ballots are necessarye Ballots shall be sent immediately to
electors submitting valid requests after the official
ballots are printed.

{2) The =election administrator shall enclose with the
pallcocts a self-addressed envelope for the return of the
ballotse An affirmation in the form prescribed o0y the
secretary of state shall be printed on the back of che

envelopeaa
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{3) The election administrator shall stamp the ballots
sent to an absentee elector as provided in 13-13-116a

{4) Both the envelope in which the ballot is mailed to
an elector in the United 3States service and the return
envelope shall have printed across the face two-—paratiel
horizontet-—red-barsy-each—iF—incth-widey-extending—from—one
stde—of-the—envelope—to-the-other—with-an—+tntervenirng—spnace
of——3if4—inchy——with—the——-words—28¢ficiat--Election——Batiot
Hateriot——yia—hir—MoriS-petween—the——bors such informeation
and graphics and be of such color s may e prescribed by

. . itl ¢t lati

established by the federal election commissions UsSe postal
services or other federal agency. ¥In—ehe——upper——right—hend
corner—shali-be—printed-Sfree—of-HeSyr—Postogesy—in—the—upper
jefe~hand=———corner—-—--shett—-be--blanks——sufficient—Ffor-—the
reetpient—to-place—-his—return-addressr—AH-printing——on——the
faee—of-—the—-enveltope-shali-be-in-rede-~-FThe-qummed-fiap-af
the—envetope—sduppiied-for—the-return—of-the-bottot-shati—be
Separated——by~~war-—paper——or--dther--appropriote-protective
nrerty--¥otiRng-—instructions-—-previded——in--asubsection——fo¥y
shatd-——inetude——a--proecedure—-to——be——fottoned——by——ahsentee
ateetoray—Such-ag-notatten—of—the—faets—on—the—buck——of-~the
eavelepoy——dulyp-—signrad-—bhy-—phe--eleetory—in-—instances-of
adheston-eof-the-batleting-macertals

(5) If the ballots sent to the elector are for a

INTRODUCED BILL
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primary electiony the election admipnistrator shaill enclose
an extra envelope marked “"For Unvotaed Farty 8allot(s)". This
envelope may not be numbered or marked in any way so it can
be identified as being used by any one electors

(¢) Instructions for voting shall be enclosed with the
pallotse Instructions for primary elections must include
use of the envelope for unvoted balletss The instructions
must include Iinformation concerning the type or types of
writing instruments which may be used to mark the absentee
ballote

{7} The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the
election administratore”

-End~
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
HOUSE 8ILL 559

House State Administration Committee

L statement of intent is reguired for this 111 because
sectisy L grants the Secretary of State the authority +to
adopt rules prescribing the information and graphics to be
printzd on both the envelope in which a b2llot is mailed to
an elactor in the United States service and the return
envelope. Rules are to be adopted under the Montana
hAdministrative Procadure Acts

The Legislature intends that this grant of authority to
adopt rules be used only to eliminate inconsistencies that
noWw eXist bLetween the specifications established in
13-13-214(4) and existing requirements of federal law. The
rules adopted must be consistent with regul ations
established by the federal election commissions UsSe postal
servizcy or other federal agencys The rules must allow for
mailing and return of the ballot free of U.S+ postage if
that is5 permitted by the U.S. postal services The rules may
not require information and gqraphics which are not
specifically required by the vregulations of a federal

agencyes

SECOND
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Approved by Committee

on State Administration

HOUSE BILL NO., 559
INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO REMOVE THE STATUTGRY
SPECIFICATIONS COMCERNING ENVELOPES TIN WHICH BALLOTS ARE
MAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIGING
THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBEC BY THE SECRETARY OF
STATE CONMSISTENT WITH FEDERAL AEGULATIDNTS; AMENDING SECTTON

13-13-214y MCAL®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
saction 1.« Section 13-13-214y MCAy is amended to read:
"13-13-214. Mailing ballot to elzctor. (1) As soon as

the official ballots are printedy the election administrator

shall send by maile postage prepaide to each elector from
whom he has received a valid apnlication whatever official
pallots are necessarys. Ballots shall be sent immediately to
electors supmitting valia reguests after the official
ballots are printeds

(2) The election administrator shall enclose with the
ballots a self-addressed envelope for the return of the
ballotse An affirmation in the form prescribed by the
secretary of state shall be printed on the back of the

envelopes
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{3} The election administrator shall stamp the ballots
sent to an absentee eclector as provided in 13+-13-116.

(4) Both the envelope in which the ballot is mailed to
an electer in the United States service and the return
envelope shall have printed across the face two-—-parakied
hortzontat-—red-bharsy-each-174~inch-nidey—extending-frem-one
stde-nf-the-envelope-to-the-other-nith-an-intervening-—3pace
of--if4-inchy--with--the--worda-—*gfficiat-~Edection——2atot
Hoterint-—vio-Air-Mait¥-between~the--pars such_.infeormation
hnd_,9Lannics__and_-he_nr-suﬁh_cnln;_as.max_he.a:ssszihsd.hx
the_seqcretary of _state consistent _with _the _regulations
estaplisbed. . by the. fedara) glection commissiona UaSa postal
sgryizes or_other federal agencys iIn-—the--upper——right—hand
eorner—shalli-be-printed-Sfree—of-UrSe—fostageliz-in-the—upper
teft-hand--—cornepr-—-shaii--he--biapks——sufficient-—for--the
recipient-to-ptace~his-return-eaddressv-Alt-printing--on—~the
foce--of--the--envetope—shati-be-in-rede--Fhe-gummed-flap-of
the-enveltope-suppited-for-the-retarn-of-the-battot—shati-—he
separated--by--wax--paper—-opr--other——appropriate-protective
neerty--Yoting——instructions--provided--i+n--subsection——¢6}
shati--inctnde--a--procedure——to-—be--fottowed--py-—apaentees
etectarsy-such-as-notation-of-the—Ffacta-on-the-back-—of--the
envedspey——duly--4tgned--py--the-~etectoryr-—in-—trnetonces—of
adheaston-of ~the-baticting-pateviats

to) If the ballots sent to the elector are for a

—= HB 559
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primary elections the election administrator shall enclose
an extra envelope marked "For Unvoted Party 3allot{s)*. This
envelope may not be pumbered or markad in any way so it can
be identifiea as beling used by any one elector.

{8) Instructions far voting shall be enclosed with the
ballotse Instructions for primary elections must include
use of the envelope for unvoted ballotse The instructions
must inctude information concerning the type or types of
writing Instruments which may be used tc mark the absentee
ballote

{T) The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the

election administrator.™
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
HOUSE BILL 559

House State Administration Committee

L statement of intent is required for this bill because
sgction 1 grants the Secretary of 5State the authority to
adopt rules prescribing the information and graphics to be
printad on both the envelope in which a ballot is mailed to
an elactor in the United States serfice and the return
envelopes Rules are ¢o be adopted under the Montane
Administrative Procadure Act.

The Legislature intends that this grant of authority to
adaopt rules be used enly to eliminate inconsistencies that
now exist between the specifications established in
13~13-214(4) and exlisting requirements of federal Yawe. The
rules adopted must be consistent with regulations
established by the federal election commissions U«.Ss postal
services or other federal agencys The rules must allow for
mailing and return of the ballot free of UsSs postage if
that is permitted by the UeS. postal services The rules may
not require information and graphics which are not
specifically required by the requlations of a federal

agencye.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 559
INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT TD REMOVE THE STATUTORY
SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES 1IN MWHICH BALLOTS ARE
MAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNLTED STATES SERVICE; PROVIOING
THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF
STATE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION

13-13-214s MCAL"

BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Saction 1a Sectlon 13-13-2%4s HCAy Is amended to reads
%13+13-214. Mailing pallot to elector. (1) As soon as

the official ballots are printeds the election administrator

shall send by mailey postage prapaids to each elector from
whom he has recelved a valid application whatever official
pallots are necessarys Ballots shall be sent immediately to
electors submitting valiad requests after the official
ballots are printedes

{2) The election administrator shall enclose with the
ballots a self-addressed envelope for the return of the
ballotss An affirmation in the form prescribed by the

secretary of state shall be printed on the back of the

envelopee
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(3) The alection administrator shall stamp the ballots
sent to an absentee elector as provided in 13-13-116.

{#}) Both the envelope In which the ballot is mailed to
an elector In the United States sarvice and the return
envelope shall have printed across the face &two——paratted
hortroneot——red-barsy-each-tr4-ineh-widey-extending—Ffron-one
side-of-the-envelope—to-the-other-with-an—inteprvening--space
of-—i74—inchy-—nith-——the-—vwerds—28ffieial--ctection—Battot
Hateriot——via-Air-NoitS-petwaen—the-—bars such_ _information
and_.graphics _aod__be of such color as may bé prescribed by
the seccetary of _state copsistepr _with _tha_ _ragulations
established. by the federal glgction commissions laSa.postal
sgryises_or _other fgderal agencye In~-the——upper--right—hand
eorner-ahati-be-printed-"Fres-of-tdeSs-Postaga®v-in-the—uapper
¥afe-hand-——corner-——shait--be--bianks--suffictent——Ffor-—the
reciptent—to-phace~his-return-addressv—At¢-printing—-on——the
face—of-~the~—envelope-shati-be—in-rede—~Fhe-guaned-Flap-of
the-envelope—supplied-for-the-return~of-the-baltjeot-shat¥~-be
separated——by--wax--paper—ar--other—-appropriate-proteetive
neerts--yoting——instructions-—providad--in-—suvbsection--{6}
shatt-~inetude~—a—~-procedure—te--be--foltowed-——hy--absentee
etectorsy-such-ma-noteation-of-the-factas-on-the-back-—of-—the
envelopey--daty--signed--by-~the-—elestary-—in-—-instances-of
adhesion-of -the~balioting-materiats

{53) 1If the ballots sent to the elector are for a

-2- HB 559
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primary elections the election administrator shall enclose
an extra envelope marked "For Unvoted Party Ballot(s)™« This
anvelope may not be numbered or marked in any way so it can
be identifiea as telng used by any one elector.

(¢) Instructions for woting shall be enclosed with the
ballots. Instructions: for primary elections must include
use of the envelope for unvoted ballotse The instructions
must include Iinformation concerning the type or types of
writing instruments which may be used to mark the absentee
ballot.

{7) The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the
election administrator.®

—-End—-

3= HB 559
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STATEMENT OF INTENT
HOUSE EBILL 559

House State Admipnistration Committee

& statement of intant is required for this bill because
section 1 grants the Secretary of State the authority to
adopt rules prescribing the information and graphlcs to be
printed on both the envelope in which a ballot is mailed to
an elector in the United 5States service and the return
envelopes Rules are to be adopted wunder the Kontana
Administrative Procedure Acte

The Legislature [ntends that this grant of authority to
adopt rules be usau only to eliminate inconsistencies that
now exist between the specifications estapl ished in
13~13-214{4} and existing requirements of federal law. The
rules adopted must be caonsistent with requlations
established by the federal election commissions UsSe postal
services or other federal agencys. Thz rules must allow for
mailing and return of the baller free of Ua.S. postage if
that is permitted by the U«sS. postal servicees The rules may
not require information and gqraphics which are not
specifically required by the regulations of a federal

agencys

REFEREWCE
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HOUSE BILL NOD. 559
INTROOUCED BY PHILLIPS

BY RECUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "“AN ACT TO REMADVE THE STATUTORY
SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES 1IN WHICH BALLOTS ARE
MAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDING
THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SELRETARY OF
STATE CONSISTEMT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION

13-13-214s MCA."™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1a Section 13-13-214¢ MCAs is amended to read:
®13-13-214« Mailing ballot to elector. (1) As soon as

the official ballots are printeds the election administrator
shall send by maily postage prepaids to each elector from
whom he has received a valid application whatever official
ballots are necessarys 8allots shall be sent immediately to
electnrs submitting valid requests after the official
ballats are printed-

(2) The election administrator shall enclose with the
ballots a self-addressed envelope for the return of the
ballotse An affirmation in the form prescribed by the
secretary of state shall be printed on the back of the

envelopees
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{3) The election administrator shall stamp the ballots
sent to an absentee elector as provided in 13-13-11&.

(4) Both the eanvelope in wnich the ballot is mailed to
an electar in the United States service and the return
envelope shall have printed across the face ¢two--parette?
horirontet-—red-porsy—eteh-t 74 -inch-wider-extending—fromone
sitde-of-the-envelope-ta-the-ather-wtth-an-intervening--spoce
of--f4~inchr——with—tie-—gorda—-28¢fietal-~Etection—Battot
Meteriab-~vio-Atr~Mait®-between-the-——bers sych . _loformatioo
and__graphics__and._be_of_such_color.as may be prescribed by
the_secretary of atats__consistent _with _the _regulations
estaplisbed by the federal. election commissions. UaSas pestal
seryices_qr. gther federal agencye ¥m--ehe--upper--right—hend
corner-shatt-be-printes—=Free-asf-Hriv-Postages-Ein-the-apper
Fefe—hond-—-coraer——-anatl--pe--bienks-—sufficient——Ffer—the
recipient~to~place-his—vreturn-addressv-Ati-printing-—-on--the
face—-of~--the-—envetope-shnti-he—tn-redv——Fhe-qumed-fFap-of
the-envelope-supptied-For-the-return-of-the-battot-shadd-——be
asepaprsted-——by--wax-—paper——ar——athesr-~appropriste-protective
aseree-—-Voting--instructions--provided--in--subseecrion-~{6}
heat}--inctude-—a——procedure——to--be-~fottownd--py--absentee
etectorsv-such-as-notation-of-the-facts-on-the-back--of~-—the
envetopey-—duty--siqned--by-~the--eleecory--in-~¥netances—of
adheston-of-cha—balteting-nateriats

{5} If the ballots Sent to the elector are for a

-2= HB 559
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primary electiony the election administrator shall enclose
an extr2 envelope marked ®For Unvoted Party Ballot(s)". This
envelope may not be numbered or marked in any way so it can
be identified as being used by any one elector.

(6) Instructions for voting shall be enclosed with the
ballots. Instructions for primary elections sust include
use of the envelope for unvoted ballotse The instructions
must include information concerning the type or types of
writing instruments which may be used to mark the absentee
ballots

(7} The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the
aelection administrator.”

-End-~

-3- HB 559



