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IN THE S'BNA'l'E 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
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Returned to Houee. 

Sent to enrolling. 

'Relported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY ·Jf STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REMOVE THE STATUTORY 

SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES IN WHICH BALLOTS AR~ 

~AILED TO EL~CTORS IN TH~ UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDI~G 

THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

13-13-Zl~t MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-214t MCAt is amenaed to read: 

"13-13-214. Hailing ballot to ~lector. (1) As soon as 

the official ballots are printedw the election administrator 

shall send by mail, postage prepaid, to each elector from 

whom he has received a valid application whatever official 

bullot5 are necessary. Ballots shall be 5ent ima1ediately to 

electors submitting valid requests after the official 

ballots are printed. 

(2) The electio'' administrator shall enclose with the 

ballots a self-addressed envelope for the return of the 

ballots. An affirmation in the form prescribed oy the 

secretary of state shall be printed on the back of che 

envP.lope. 
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(3) The election administrator shall stamp the ballots 

sent to an ab~entee elector as provided in 13-13-116. 

(4) aoth the envelope in which the ballot is mailed to 

an elector in the United States service and the return 

envelope shall have ?rinted across the face ~wo--pa~e++e~ 

~~~e~-¥@~-her5y-eeeh-~t~+neh-w~ey-ew~en~+ftg~~m-efte 

~~Oe-o+-~~enve+cpe-~o-~he-~h~-w+~h-an-~~erven+ng--s~e 

cf--~~+-+nen.--w+tn--~--wePds--ae+t+e+e+--E+e~+on--Be++o~ 

~e-fLi-&+--¥1--e-.ft-i-t'-Mtt-i-+-•-ee"t-weert-ehe--het"-s such information 

~nd graphjcs and be gf sych color as may be prescribed by 

the secretary of state consjstent wjtb the regulations 

~hli~d by the federal election cgmwissign. U.S. postal 

seryjce• or other federal agency, ~ft--~fte-~pper--~+~-hend 

e&Pner-she++-be-pr+n~eft-•Free-e~-Y.S.~age-.-rn-~he-uppeT 

+e~-hertd---ee~er---~he++--~e--b+eftk,-~~+e+en~--~or-~he 

ree~~+eft~e-~+aee-~+s-.. •~~-a~•e5§.-~~-~P+ftt-i-ng--~--~he 

~eee--o+--~he--eft¥~+o~e-she+~-~e-+n-re~.--~fte-~~~ed-++ep-o~ 

~fte-eft¥~e~e-5~~~+e6-~r-~-~e~~Pft-~efte-he++~-~++--be 

5~a•6~ed--by--w~--peper--er--e~fter--e~~r~r+e~e-pr~e~+ve 

Tn~~~---Ye~+fl~--in5~r~~+en~--~rev+deft--+ft--§U~eet+eft--tbt 

ska++--~ne+~de--a--p~oeeddre--~e--ee--+o++owed--hy--e&sen~ee 

~+~~e•9T-5~ek-e~-ne~e~eft-e~+~e-+ae~-on-th~b~ek--oT--the 

@ftY@+e~@~--eM~y--§+~ft~ft--hy--ehe--~ee~e~--Tft--+n~+8ftCe~-of 

~~he~+en-e•-~~~-ea~~~~n~-m~~r+ft+w 

(5) If the ballots sent to the elector are for a 

-2-
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l primary election, the election administ~ator shall enclo~e 

2 an ext.-a envelope mal"k~d "For Unvoted Party Ballot(s)"• This 

3 envelope may not be numbered or marked in any way so it can 

4 be identified as being used by any one elector. 

5 (6) Instructions for voting shall be enclosed with the 

6 ballots. Instructions for primary elections must include 

7 use of the envelope for unvoted ballots. The instructions 

B must include information concerning the type or types of 

9 writing instruments which may be used to mark the absentee 

10 ballot. 

11 (7) The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the 

12 election administrator." 

-End-

-3-
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STATE~EHT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE IIIlL 559 

3 House State Administration Committee 

4 

5 l state.ent of intent Is required for this bill because 

b sectiJ1 l grants the Secretary of State the authority to 

7 adopt rules prescribing the information and graphics to be 

8 print~d on both the envelope in which a ballot Is mailed to 

9 an elector in the United States service and the return 

10 envel:Jpe. Rules are to be adopted under the Hontani;1 

11 Admini~trative Procedure Act. 

12 r~e Legislature Intends that this grant of authority to 

13 adopt rules be used only to eliminate Inconsistencies that 

14 now exi5t between the specifications establ i sh~d in 

15 13-13-214(4) and existing requirements of federal law. The 

lb rules adoj.Jted must be consistent with regulations 

11 established by the federal election commi~sion• u.s. postal 

l8 servi~e• or other f@deral aqency. The rules must allow for 

19 mailinJ and return of the ballot free of u.s. postage if 

20 that is perMitted by the u.s. postal se~vice. The rules may 

21 ne-t require information and graphics which are not 

4::!2 specifically required by the regulations of a federal 

23 aqency. 

S E C 0 N D R E A D I N G 
;;& ;:6q 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

HOUSE BILL NO. 559 

INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETA~Y Of STAT= 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RE~OVE THE STATUTORY 

SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES IN WHICH BALLOTS ARE 

~AILED TO ELeCTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDING 

THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY Of 

STATE COfiSISTENf WITH FEDERAL REG<JLATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

l3-13-214t ~CA•" 

HE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-Zl~t KCA, Is amended to read: 

.. 13-13-214• Hailing ballot to el2ctor. (l) As. soon as 

t~e official ballots are printed, the election ad•inistrator 

shall send b~ mail, postage prepaidt to each elector from 

whon• ~~has received a valid ~prlication whatever official 

oallots are necessary. Ballots shall be sent immediately to 

el€c~ors submittin~ valia requests after the official 

ballots are printed. 

(2) The election administrator shall enclose with the 

ballots a self-addressed envelope for t~e return of the 

ballots. An aff I nnat ion in the for«< prescribed by the 

secr~tary of state shall be printed on the back of the 

~nvelope. 
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(3) The election administrator shall stamp the ballots 

sent to an absentee elector as provided In 1~-13-116• 

(4) Both the envelope in which the ballot is mailed to 

an e112!ctor tn tt,e United States service and the return 

envelope shall have .printed across the face ~we--pftt"'ttl-.J.M 

hor+~n~e~--~ed-her~y-eeeh-if~-ffteh-w~dey-eM~eft~+ft~-~~eM-efte 

~~de-of-~he-enve~o~e-to-~he-~he~-•+~h-en-+ft~e~ven+ft~--~paee 

of--%f~-tnehy--•+~h--the--we~~~--·e~~+e+e+--E+ee~+eft--9e+~ 

~ete~e+--v+e-A+r-Me++•-be~ween-the--bers ~b--lnf~mai!QO 

aoll _ _gtapblJ;L_aod_b.e-l!L.:aw;;b..~:<llliL....lll..U~II-'IUlll:L.i.Wld-ll¥ 

tbe-~l:l:Cta£¥--2f-~t~--kQDllllltaot __ wlth--~be cegulat!ons 

e.:ataoL.i.:obell-ll¥-S.bLt~.till-.&1~-l:<IJIIJI.l.:aliQQ.o..-Ua.s..._p=aJ. 

~cc~l;c£-l!L-ctb~t-!caatal-aQADI:X• ~n--the--~ppe~--~+§ht-hane 

e&rfte¥-she~+-be-prfn~ed-•F~ee-oF-WtS.-Po~~a~~··-1~-~~-a~~e~ 

~~f~-hdnd---eo~ne~---~he~+--~e--b~8ftk~--~u~i+e~ent--fe~--~~ 

~eefp+en~-~o-p~eee-h+~-return-edd~ess·-·~~-~~n~+n~--eft--the 

taee--of--the--enYe~epe-~he++-he-+n-red.--~he-gaamed-~+8p-o~ 

~fte-eftYelepe-supp+~ed-~e~-the-re~arn-of-~he-B~++e~-~hft~~--he 

~epereted--by--"~--peper--~r--~~er--8rp~epr+ete-pre~ee~+•e 

fnsert•--¥o~+ft~--ine~ruet+ens--prov+ded--+n--sob~e~+en--t6t 

~he+~--+fte+~de--e--proeedur~--to--be--fe++ewed--ey--ebsentee 

e+ee~e¥sy-saeh-es-netet~on-e~-t~e-f~ets-en-the-hack--o~--the 

e"Te~e~ey--d~~y--~+~~ed--by--~he--e+eetory--Tft--T"~~e"~e~e~ 

8~h~~o"-ef-the-b~+to~T"~-~te~Te~w 

(~) If the ballots sent to the elector are for a 

-2- HB 559 
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1 priDary election. the election ad•inistrator shall enclose 

l an extri=l envelc>pe IAarked "For Unvoted Party ~allot(s)"• This 

3 e11velope may not be numbered or '"~rked in any way so it can 

4 be identifiea as betng used by any one elector. 

5 (6) Ins~ructions for voting shall be enclosed with the 

6 ballots. Instructions for primary elections awst include 

'1 u-se of the eO¥elope for unvoted ba-llots. The Instructions 

8 must include information concerning the type or types of 

9 wrlti~g lnstru•ents which may be used to mark the absentee 

10 t>all ot. 

11 (7) The return envelope shall be self-addres.sed to the 

lZ elecUon ada·in.istratot".• 

-End--

-3- HB 559' 
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48th Leg I slatu~e HB 559 

1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

Z HOUSE PILL 559 

3 House State A~~lnlst~atlon Co .. ittee 

4 

5 l stateuent o~ Intent Is ~equl~ed for this bill because 

6 secti~~ 1 grants the Sec~eta~y of State the autho~lty to 

1 adopt rules prescribing the information and graphics to be 

B p~inted on both the envelope In which a ballot Is mailed to 

9 an elector in the United States service and the return 

10 envel~pe. Rules are to be adopted under the Montana 

11 Administrative Procedure Act. 

12 The Legislatu~e Intends that this grant of authority to 

13 adopt rules be used only to eliMinate Inconsistencies that 

14 now exist between the spec1fications established In 

15 13-13-214(4) and existing requireMents of federal law. The 

16 rules adopted lltUSt be consistent with regulations 

17 established by the federal election co•mission. u.s. postal 

18 service. or other federal agency. The rules must allow for 

19 mailing and return of the ballot free of u.s. postage if 

20 that is perMitted by the u.s. postal service. The rules may 

21 not require information and graphics vhich are not 

22 specifically required by the regulations of a federal 

23 agency. 

T H I R D R E A D I N G ne b~1 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 559 

INTRODUCED BY PHILLIPS 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY Of STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RE~OYE THE STATUTORY 

SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES IN WHICH BALLOTS ARE 

MAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDING 

THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

13-13-214• ~CA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

S~ction 1. Section 13-13-21~, MCA, Is amended to read: 

•13-13-21~. Mailing ballot to elector. C1) As soon as 

the official ballots sre printed, the election ad•lnistrator 

shall send by mall• postage prepaid• to each elector from 

•hom he has received a valid 8pp1icatlon whatever official 

oallots are necessary. Ballots shall be sent immediately to 

electors submitting vali~ requests after the official 

ballots are printed. 

{2) The election a~inlstrator shall enclose with the 

ballots a self-addressed envelope for tile return of the 

ballots. An affir11ation in the for• prescribed by the 

secretary of state shall be printed on the back of the 

envelope. 
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(3) The election ad•lnistrator shall sta•p the ballots 

sent to an absentee elector as provided In 13-13-116. 

(41 Both the envelope In which the ballot is .ailed to 

an elector In the United States service and the return 

envelope shall have printed across the face ~wo--pere~~e+ 

hor+ren~e~--red-bersy-eaeh-~f~-+neh-w+eev-eM~end+n~~o.-one 

~de-o~-~e-enye~op~e-~he-other-w+~h-en-+n~erven+n~-speee 

o~--tt~neh.--•~--~he--we~s---ef~+e+e+--£~ee~en--Be~~ 

Me~er+a4--¥+a-A+r-"e+~•-be~weeft-the--~e~s sych Ioforaatloa 

·aog _ _g,apblca__aQd__bg_g~~color as wav bi prescribed b¥ 

~~~cetary gf -State cposlst•nt with the regulations 

a~ablisbed by the feQcLAl_alactiAD_cn•m1ssioo 1 u.s. postal 

~C~~ea_uc_Qtb&c_federal aQAD~X· +n--the--epPer--r+~~heftd 

eerner-sha~~-~-pr+n~4-•Fpee-ef-~w-Pes-·~~··-fn--~-~~ 

~ef~-hend---eorner---she¥t--be-~~anks--saffte+en~--fer--~he 

ree+p+en~-~e-p+oee-hts-re~ern-oddress•-•++-pr~+n~-on--~he 

foee--af--~he--e~e+ope-s~t-be-+n-red.--~he-ga .. ed-f~ep-ef 

~he-envetope-sappt+ed-for-~he-rotarn-of-~he~ottot-shs++--be 

sepore~ed--by--we~--peper--er--ether--&ppPepr+e~e-pretee~+ye 

+nser~•--¥e~+ng--+ns~ree~tons--prev+ded--+n--sabsee~+on--t6t 

5he~+--+ne+ude--e--~reeedure--~e--he--fo•~o•e~--by--absen~ee 

e~ee~rs.-s~eh-es-"e~e~+o~-ef-~he-fee~~-on-~fte-bsek--o~--tfte 

eftwe+~~ey--daty--s+~ed--by--~he--e~ee~ary--Tn--+"~~enees-~ 

adhe~on-of-~he-e~++e~Tng-es~e~+a~. 

C>l If the ballots sent to the elector are for a 

-2- HB 559 
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1 prl•ary election• the election adMintstrator shall enclose 

2 an extr~ envelope •arke~ •For unvoted Party sallot[s)•• This 

3 envelope may not be nu•bered or marked in any way so it can 

4 be identiffea as baing used by any one elector. 

5 (6) Instructions ~or voting shall be enclosed with the 

6 ballots. Instructions for primary elections .ust Include 

l use of ·the envelope for unvoted ballots. The instructions 

8 .ust include InforMation concerning the type or types of 

9 ~riting instruments which •ay be used to mark the absentee 

10 ballot. 

11 (7) The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the 

12 election adalnistrator.• 

-End-

-3- HB 559 
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4eth Legislature HB 559 

1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE 5ILL 559 

3 House State AdMinistration Committee 

4 

5 • stateMent of intent is required for this bill because 

6 s~ction 1 grants the Secretary of State the authority to 

7 adopt ~ules prescribing the infor.atlon and graphics to be 

8 printed on both the envelope in ~hich a ballot is mailed to 

9 an elector In the United St3tes service and the return 

10 envelope. Rules are to be adopted under the Montana 

11 Administrative Procedure ~ct. 

12 The Legislature Jr.tends that this grant of authority to 

13 adopt rules bQ use~ only to eliminate inconsistencies that 

14 now a~ist between the specifications established in 

15 13-13-214(4} and existing requireMents of federal law. The 

16 rules adopted must b~ consistent with regulations 

17 established by the federal election commlssion9 u.s. postal 

18 service, or other federal agency. Tha rule~ must allo~ for 

19 mailing and return of the ballot free of u.s. postage if 

20 that is permitted by the u.s. postal service. The rules may 

21 not require information and qTaphics which are not 

27 specifically required by the regulations of a federal 

23 aqency. 

H E F E K E ~ C E B I L L 

~~1 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 559 

INTROOUCEO BY PHILLIPS 

BY REOUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RE~OYE THE STATUTORY 

SPECIFICATIONS CONCERNING ENVELOPES IN WHICH BALLOTS ARE 

HAILED TO ELECTORS IN THE UNITED STATES SERVICE; PROVIDING 

THAT SUCH SPECIFICATIONS BE PRESCRIBED BY THE SECRETARY OF 

STATE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL REGULATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

13-13-Zl4r MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE tEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 13-13-Zl~, MCAt Is aeended to read: 

•t3-13-214a Hailing ballot to elector. (1) As soon as 

the official ballots are prlntedr the election ad•lnistrator 

shall send by mailw postage prepaidt to each elector fro~ 

whom he has received a valid application whatever official 

ballots are necessary. gallots shall be sent i~mediately to 

electors submitting valid requests after the official 

ballots are printed. 

(2) The election ad•lnlstrator shall enclose with the 

ballots a self-addressed envelope ~or 

ballo~s. An affirmation in the for~ 

secretary of ~tate shall be printed on 

env~lope. 
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(3) The election adMinistrator shall stamp the ballots 

sent to an absentee elector as provided in 13-13-116. 

(4) Both the envelope in which the ballot is mailed to 

an elector in the United States service and the return 

envelope shall have printed across the face ~we--~re~~ef 

hor+~n~e~--~-&ep~eeeh-~f~-+neh-w+dey-e~end+n~-~ro.-ene 

stde-of-the-eftve+ep~e-~fte-e~h~-•+~h-en-•nter.eft+n~--~pnee 

~--~•-+nehy--wT~h--~~--we~s--•e.••e+ef--E~ee~+eft--Be+~~ 

Me~r+at--w+a-~r-Ma+t•-betweeo-ehe--ba~ ~~~~ 

iillJI__gUilbl!a_..Ailll....AL.IIf-:.lldl_s;g!gc_~...lle-lluscr i bed lU 

the-~C'e~Af--atatA~QDAi~CDt--MiXb the regulations 

&:.tAbll:.b~-Lba-LadaLal-el&ktlQO Cllm•jss!ons y.s~~ 

HLll.C.II .. ..m..ll!;ll<lL.fad&Lii~J;¥· 4ft--~he--•l'l'•r--r+gh1:-hend 

eo•~-~he++-be-pr+ft~d-•Free-e.-YwSw-Pes~~··•-~n-~-app~ 

~ef+-he~e---eePner---snet+--be--D~enks--~~~•e+en~--fe•-~fte 

~e+pten~to-p+eee-h+~•e~~¥ft-&de~~·-A+~-pr+n~+n~--e"--the 

~eee--of--the--en•e+o~e-she++-he-+ft-re~.--ihe-~~.-.4-~+ep-o• 

~e-enve•epe-s~pp++ed-for-~he-r~arft-of-~~e-&et~o~-~fte~+--~e 

se~ere~ed--by--•~--pepe~--er--e~fte.--e,~¥opr+e~e-pro~ee~+ve 

+ftse~w--Ye~+n~--+ns~~ue~+efts--~o~ded--?n--~a~~·~•eft--f~ 

~~•+--+fte•~de--e--~reee~~re--~o--be--te+~oW@d--by--ehsen~ee 

e~ee~rsy-~~eh-es-"e~e~+en-~-~he-feets-en-~he-&eek--et-~fte 

en•e+opey--~~~y--~i~fted--by--~he--e+ee~er•--+n--+ns~ene~-ef 

edhe3+on-of-~he-be~+e~~"1-met~r+e•• 

{5} If t.he ballots sent to the elector are for a 

-2- HB 559 
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1 pri.ary election 9 the election adeinistra~or shall enclose 

Z an extra envelope marked •For Unvoted Party Ballot(s)•. This 

3 envelope •ay not be numbered or marked in any way so it can 

~ be Identified as being used by any one elector. 

5 (b) Instructions for voting shall be enclosed with the 

6 ballots. Instructions ¥or primary elections eust Include 

7 use of the envelope for unvoted ballots. The instructions 

8 aust include inforMation concerning the type or types of 

9 writing instruments which may be used to •ark the absentee 

10 ballot. 

11 (TJ The return envelope shall be self-addressed to the 

12 election ad•lnistr3tor.• 

-End-

-3- HB 5S9 


