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Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Hiqhways and 
Transportation. 
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pass as amended. Report 
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Bill printed and pl~ced on 
members' desks. 
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concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49J Noea, o. 

IN t'HE HOUSS 

Returned to House. 

Sent to enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



48th legislature LC 2182/01 LC 2182/01 

1 ~ 
INTRODUCED gy ,, .I ,..) LL NO. Sl/-~ _nu~Ch ~ 2 

1 packages, bundles• or articles which would interfere with 

2 the operation of said vehicle in a safe and prudent manner. 

3 3 (4) "Side saddJ e" riding on a ntOtorcycl e is 

4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXEHPTIN~ MOTORCYCLES " prohibited. 

5 THAT QUALIFY FOR REGISTRATION AS COLLECTOR•S ITcH> FROM 5 (5) 1-1otorcycl es are to be operated with I i ghts on at 

6 REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO HEADLIGHTS ANO TAilliGHTS; 6 all times when operated on any public highway or street~ 

1 PR,JVIOING THAT IF NOT PROPERLY o>lUIPPED TKEY HAY NOT oE 1 ~pt that~he motorcycle qyaljfies for registration 

a OPeRATED AT NIGHT; AHENOING SECTIONS 61-8-359, 61-9-<03, AND 8 yoder 61-3-411 as a collector•s itgm. it may be operated 

9 61-9-20/ty MCA•" 9 without lights from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half 

10 10 hQyL after su~et jf persons and vehicles are clearly 

11 3~ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONfANA: 11 dis&ernih)? at a djstapce of 500 fent. 

12 Section 1. Section 61-8-359, MCAY is amended to read: 12 (6) Not more than two motorcycles shall be operat~d 

13 "61-8-359. Ridinq on 11otorcycles. (1) A person 13 side by side in a single traffic ldne. 

14 operatint;, a moto..-cycle on public streets or high111ays. shall l't (7) All motor vehicles, including moto~cycles, ore 

15 ri~e only upon the permanent and regul~r seat att~ched 15 entitled to the full use of a traffic lane, and no vehicle 

16 ther~to, and such operdtor shall not carry any other p~rson; 16 shall be driven or operated in such a manner so as to 

11 nor shall any other person ride on a motorcycle unless such 17 deprive any other vahicle of the full use of a traffic lane. 

18 motorcycle is designed to carry more than on~ person, in re except that motorcycles may~ Nith the consent of Doth 

19 which ev~nt a passenger m~y ride upon the perman~nt and 19 drivers, be operated not more than tNo abreast in a single 

20 n:~~ul ar seat if designed for two P•Jr5ons or upon another 20 traffic lane. 

21 sedt firmly attached to the rear or side of the operator. 21 (8) Every person riding a motorcycle upon a roadw3y 

n (2) No passenger shall be carried in a position thctt 22 sh:~ll be granted all of the rights and s:--.all be subject to 

23 will interfere with the operation of the motorcycle or th~ 23 all of the duti~s applicable to the driver of a motor 

"" vi~w of the op~rator. 24 vehicle except as to those provisions ...,hich., by their 

25 (3) No person operating a motorcycle shall carry any 25 nature 9 can have no application." 
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Section~. Section 61-9-203, ~(A, is amended to r~aa: 

"61-9-203. Htadlamps on motor vehicles. (1) f.v.~ry 

motor vehicle o~her than a motorcycle or motor-Oriven cycle 

shall be equipped with at least two headla~t~ps with a·t le<J::ot 

one on each side of the front of the ~otor vehicle, which 

headla•ps shall comply with the requirements and limitations 

set forth jn this chapter. 

(2) ~v~ry motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle 

shall be equippea with at least one and not more th.Jn two 

headlamps which shall comply with the require•ents and 

limitations of this chdpter• If a motorcycle gualjfies for 

regjstratioo under 61-3-411 as a collector•s jtemr jt need 

not be egyippcd with headlaaps. byt if jt js not so equipned 

Lt__may not he operated unoo a highwaY or street from 

~half bpur after sunset to one-half hour befgre syorise 

or if persons and yehjcles are not clearly djscernible at a 

Qistan'e of 5QO fegt. 

{3) Every headlamp upon every motor vehicle• including 

every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle. shall be 

located at a height measured from the center of the headlamp 

of not more than 54 inches or less than 24 inches to be 

measured as set forth in 61-9-202(2)•" 

Section 3. 

•61-9-204. 

Section 61-9-204• HCA• is amended to read: 

Ta-l 11 amps. (1) Every motor vehicle• 

trailer. semitrailer• and pole trailer and any other Vehicle 
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which is b~ing drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

be ~quipped with at least one taillamp mounted on the r~ar~ 

which• when lighted as hereinbefore required, shdll emit a 

red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet ~o th~ 

rear 9 provided that in the case of a train of v~hicles only 

the taillamp on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen 

from thP- distance s;:aecified. FurthE:r• every ~uch 

above-mentioned vehicle, other thdO a truck tr~ctorw 

rejistered in this state and manufactured or assembled dft~r 

January 1. 1956 9 shall be equipped with at least two 

taillaaps mounted on the rear. which when lighted as herein 

required 9 shall comply with the provisions of this section. 

(2) every taillamp upon every vehicle shall be located 

dt a height of not more than 72 inches or IBSS th~n 15 

inches. 

(3J Either taillamp or a separate lamp shall ve so 

constructed and placed as to illuqinate with a while light 

the rear registration plate and render it clearly legibl~ 

from a distance of 50 feet to the rear. Any tttilldllltJ or 

taillamps. together with any separote lainp for illuminai:in·:; 

the rear reqi strati on plate., shall be so wired dS to be 

lighted whenever the heodla~s or auxiliary U~ivin~ la~s 

are lighted. 

(41 Jai 11 a~ are nat required go a motorcycle th.1t 

~ifjes tor rgglstration under bl 3 411 as 4 cqllector•s. 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

HOUSE BILL NOo S'tZ 

INTRODUCED 8Y KlTSELMANo NOROTVEOT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXEMPTING MOTORCYCLES 

THAT iVA~fF¥-F8M-RE6fS~RAffBN A&f-&£6~~ AS COLLECTOR'S 

ITE~S FROM REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO HEADLIGHTS AND 

TAILLIGHTS; PROVIDING T~AT IF NOT PROPERLY EOUIPPED THEY MAY 

NOT BE OPERATED AT NIGHT; AMENDING SECTIONS 61-B-359o 

6l-9-203o ANO bl-9-204o MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section 1. Section 6l-8-359t MCAt is aaended to read: 

•61-8-359. Riding on •otorcycles. Ill A person 

operating a motorcycle on public streets or highways shall 

ride only upon the permanent and regular seat attached 

thereto. and such operator shall not carry any other person; 

no~ shall any other person ride on a •otorcycle unless such 

motorcycle is designed to carry more than one person. in 

~hich event a passenger •ay ride upon the permanent and 

regular seat If designed for two persons or upon another 

seat firmly attached to the rear or siQe of the operator. 

(2) No passenger shall be carried in a position that 

will interfere with the operation of the Motorcycle or the 

view of the operator. 

(l) No person operating a •otorcycle shall carry any 
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packages. bundles. or articles which would interfere with 

the o~eratlon of said vehicle in a safe and prudent aanner. 

('>I •si de saddle• riding on a .otorcyc1e is 

prohibited. 

(51 Motorcycles are to be operated with lights on at 

all times when operated on any pub11c highway or streets 

&K~&~-tbat_lf_tna_.~QtkX~& an•ttf+•a:~~CASt.a 1S 

&fGISI~~D 

goatatad_witbRut-ligbt~Lt~-nos:balf-bQ~~QCS-~~ 

QQ&:balf_bQYt-~ft&t--SUQA&t __ if~g~aad--Z~l&&--&~ 

~aatlJ_dis~&tnlbla_at_a_dist§o~_gf_s~~-

(6) Not MOre than two motorcycles shall be operated 

side by side in a single traffic lane. 

(l) All 1110tor vehicles. including II'IOtorcyclesw are 

entitled to the full U5e of a traff1c lane, and no vehicle 

shall be driven or operated in such a •anner so as to 

deprive any other vehicle of the full use of a traffic lane• 

except that motorcycles mayt with the consent of both 

drivers 9 be operated not more than two abreast in a single 

t.raffic lane. 

(8) Every person riding a •otorcycle upon a roadway 

shall be qranted all of the rights and shall be subject to 

all of the duties applicable to the driver of a motor 

vehicle except as to those provisions which, by their 

nature, can have no application.• 
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Section 2. Section 61-9-203, ~CA, is aMended to reaa: 

"&1-9-203. Headla~ps on uotor vehicles. (1) Every 

motor vahicle other than a ~torcyc1e or •otor-driven cycle 

shall ~e equipped with at least two headla•ps with at least 

one ~n @ach side of the front of the •otor vehicle, which 

headlamps shall comply with the requireMents and ll•itations 

set forth in this chapter. 

{2) Every motorcycle and every Motor-driven cycle 

shall be equipped with at least one and not .are than two 

headla•ps which shall coaply with the requlre.ants and 

llait•tions of this chapter. lf_a_mQLPCk~~ gaaitf±aa:f~ 

rc2tttco~tQD 1~-B~&l~IfRED undeL-6l:l:21!-a~--a-~l&ktn~ 

nnt_ag_oguinped_it_m~_ngt_be_gQ&~ited uggn__a_ blgh•a¥ n• 

.UJ:eet __ fcga__one:bal.f-basu_ilf:.t.J:r &un5e:t tg pn•-haJ f hour 

Defn~e-Iun~l~-g~_if-na~ao~_a~i~_aca__~1ea£l¥ 

di~~e£n1Dle_at_a_diata~a_gf~ga_tae~. 

(3) Every headla~ upon every •otor vehiclew Including 

every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle, shall be 

located at a height •easured fro• the center of the headlamp 

of not more ~han 54 inches or Jess than z~ Inches to be 

measu~ed as set forth in 61-9-l02C2t·• 

Section 3o Section 61-9-20~. MCAw is a•ended to read: 

•&t-9-204. Talllaaps. ( 1) Every •otor vehicle. 

trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer and any other vehicle 

-3- HB 542 
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which is being dra•n at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

be equipped with at le3st one taillamp mounted on the rear, 

which• when lighted as hereinbeFore required, shall emit a 

red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the 

redrt provided that In the case of a train of vehicles only 

the taillamp on the rParmost vehicle need actually be seen 

froM the distance specified. Further, every such 

above-mentioned vehlclet other than a truck tractor, 

registered in this state and manufactured or assembled after 

January 1, l956t shat) be equipped with at least two 

taillamps •ounted_ on the rear, which when lighted as herein 

required, shall comply with the provisions of this section. 

(2) Every tailla~ upon every vehicle shall be located 

at a height of not more than 12 inches or less than 15 

inches. 

(3) Either talllaap or a separate la•p shall be so 

constructed and placed as to illu•lnate with a white light 

the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible 

from a distance of SO feet to the rear. Any tailla~ or 

taillaaps 9 together with any separate Ia~ for illuainating 

the raar registration plate. shall be so wired as to be 

lighted whenever the headla~s or auxiliary driving la•ps 

are lighted. 

L~l--Iaillamn~-ac&-nnt-~onuiLed_gn__a __ ag~~la ~bat 

QIIHtfi:n=£su:::coQilltJ:IIHOD U_BfliUU&ED WidK..fl~~U-8 
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HOUSE BILL NO. s•z 
INTRODUCED BY KiTSELMAN• NORDTVEDT 

A BilL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXEMPTING MOTORCYCLES 

THAT IWA~~F¥-F8*-AE6~AA~~BN AlE REGISIE&EQ AS COLLECTOR'S 

ITE~S FROM REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO HEADLIGHTS AND 

TAilLIGHTS; PROVIDING THAT IF MOT PROPERLY EQUIPPED THEY MAY 

NOT BE OPERATED AT NIGHT; AMENDING SECTIONS 1>1-l-359t 

61-9-203, AND 61-9-204, MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-359, MCA• is a .. nded to read: 

•61-8-359. Riding on .atorcycleso (11 A person 

operating a .otorcycle on public streets or highways shall 

ride only ~pon the peraanent and re~lar seat attached 

thereto• and such operator shall not carrr any other person; 

nor shall any other person ride on a aotorcycle unless such 

.otoreycle is designed to carry ~re than one person. in 

~hich event a passenger •ay ride upon the per•anent and 

regular seat If designed for two persons or upon another 

seat fir•ly attached to the rear or stde of the operator~ 

(2) No passenger shall be carried In a position that 

will interfere with the ope~ation of the •otorcy~l• or the 

via. of the operator. 

(3) No person operating a •otorcycle shall carry any 
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HB 05.2/02 

packages, bundles• or articles which would interfere with 

the operation of said vehicle in a safe and prudent •annero 

('t) •Side saddle• riding on a ~torcycle is 

prohibited • 

(51 Motorcycles are to be operated with lights on at 

all tiMs -n o.,.rated on any public highway or str-ta 

IKS:tllt-Ua:t-if_:tt.~~- QDttffn:f!tr-ur..U..U. U 

~'UII:BED UDI1RL--lll:ii:~U- a s;,gll ed.gr •a iua. I :t U¥-U 

liiHIJ:UltiLIIIIi:tbiiU:t-lillld;LUU-M•-haJ t bout befgta suor 1.aa..:t11 

ODA:balf_bRUC-~f~J:--SUDAA~-11 Q8J:SQQS agd Y&bls;.les are 

s:lea.:l&-dias:RJ:olble_a:t-A-di1:t.Aos;.a of 5QQ_fa&t• 

(6) Not aore than two .atorcycles shall be operated 

side by side In a single traffic laneo 

(71 All aotor vehicles. including eotorcycles. are 

entitled to the full use of a traffic lane• and no vehicle 

shall be driven or operated In such a .anner so as to 

deprive any other vehicle of the full use of a traffic laneo 

except that •otorcycles •ay, with ~he consent of both 

drivers, be operated not .or~ than two abreast In a single 

traffic lane. 

(8J Every person riding a .atorcycle upon a roadWay 

shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to 

all Gf the duties applicable to the driver of a aotor 

vehicle except as to those provisions whlcht by their 

naturew can have no appl ieation.• 

-z- HB 5.2 
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Section z. Section 61-9-203, ~cA. is a .. nded to read: 

•61-9-203. Headla•ps on •otor vehicles. (1) Every 

~to~ vehicle other than a .otorcycle or •otor-drlven cycle 

shall oe equipped with at least two headla•ps with at least 

one 3n each side of the front of the aotor vehicle, which 

headla~ shell ca.ply with the require•ents and li•itatlons 

sat forth In this chapter. 

(2) Every aotorcycle end avery •otor-drlven cycle 

shall be equipped with at least one end not .are than two 

headlaeps which shall co.ply with the requlre.ants and 

ll•ltattons of this chapter. If a wotoccJ'la a.atttt••-tor 

atltat:eutu IL&Eiun&~ Ulldu..~+ll .. • CAlJ•rto~:'• 

U...._..J.t--d..DliLilL.tllliUQlld with beadla'lll'" 1wt If h h 

DPt-liii..SSIIIJ.tllllld...l.t..ltQ..Jlot 119 IIIIIICIJ:•d up~ l!lllblliiV qr 

art;er ..... , tp aae=b*' f bpyr 

liulf.Ke suorlse_QJ:-iLilat.HD.S..-aOd VftbiGl•a ere qot Cl.U£lx 

dlll:lllD.llllLB-A ... CI.i.JlUKLof 500 fnto 

(3) Every haadlaep upon every .otor vehicle• Including 

every .atorcycla and every ~tor-driven cycleo shall be 

located at a height ..,asured fr.,. the center of the haadlaep 

of not •ore than 5~ inches or less than z~ inches to 1>e 

..,esured as set forth In 61-9-ZOZ(Z)o• 

section 3. Section 61-9-ZO~, MCA• Is a•ended to read: 

•61-9-ZM. Talll .. ps. (l) Every aotor vehicle, 

trallero seeltraller, and Pl>l• trailer and any other vehicle 

-:s- H8 5~2 
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which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

be equipped with a~ least one talllaep •ounted on ~he rear, 

which. when lighted as hereinbefore required, shall e11lt a 

red light plainly visible froe a distance of 500 feet to the 

rear, provided that In the case of a train of vehicles only 

the taillaep on the rear.ast vehicle need actually be seen 

froll the distance specified. 

above-aentloned vehicle, other 

Further, every such 

than a truck tractor, 

registered In this state and •anufactured or asse~led after 

January lo 1956, shall be equipped with at least two 

taillaeps eounted on the rear, which when lighted as herein 

required• shall coeply with the provisions of this section. 

(2) Every taillaep upon every vehicle shall be located 

at a height of not 110re than ·r2 inches or less than 15 

inches. 

(31 Either taillaep or a separate leap shall be so 

constructed and placed as to lllueinate with a white light 

the rear registration plate and render It clearly legible 

from a distance of 50 feat to the rear. Any taillaep or 

taillaeps. together 10lth any s.eparate laep for lllu•lnatlng 

the rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be 

lighted whenever the headlaeps or auxiliary driving laaps 

are 11 ghted. 

Lt1--IAll~-Ati-0At-CIQMirad go • wotocrrcJe th•t 

... uua::fti:::HIIiatl:ll&tllll I$ IEiUIEIEQ UIIMC 61-1=411 •• a 

-~- HB 5~Z 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 5~2 

INTRODUCED BY KITSELHAN, NORDTYEDT 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXEMPTING MOTORCYCLES 

T~AT t~~~fF¥-FBR-RE6fS~R~BH ARE REGISTERED AS COLLECTOR'S 

ITEMS FROH REOUIREHENTS RELATING TO HEADLIGHTS AND 

TAILLIGHTS; PROVIDING THAT IF NOT PROPERLY EQUIPPED THEY ~AY 

NOT BE OPERATED AT NIGHTI AMENDING SECTIONS 61-8-359 0 

61-9-Z03• AND 61-9-204t HtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 61-8-359r HCAr Is a•ended to read: 

"61-8-359. Riding on 11otorcycles. ( 1) It person 

operating a MOtorcycle on public streets or highways shall 

ride only upon the per.anent and regular seat attached 

thereto. and such operdtor shall not carry any other person; 

nor- shall any other person ride on a motorcycle unless such 

•otorcycle is designed to carry aore than one person, in 

~hich event a passenger •ay ride upon the permanent and 

re~ul3r seat If designed for two persons or upon another 

seat fir•ly attached to the rear or side of the operator. 

(2) No passenger shall be carried in a position that 

will interfere with the operation of the motorcycle or the 

view of the operator. 

(3) No person operating a •otorcycle Shall carry any 
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packages, bundles, or articles which would Interfere with 

the operation of said vehicle in a safe and prudent •anner. 

(4) •Side saddle• riding on a aotorcycle Is 

prohibited. 

(5) Motorcycles are to be operated with lights on at 

all ti.es when operated on any public highway or streets 

~ that jf tbe •otgrsycle QMOttfits=ftr=rea+atrottoa IS 

K~&l~£&£0 unQec__Ql:~4ll •a o GQllectorts_!te•• It ••x be 

AP8L41ed-MitbQut llghti-fcpw poe-half bgur befgra AUnri5e to 

QD&:balf_bgUL_after 5uoset -lf__~gns and yebiele1--A£e 

~¥ dlscerniQl~~_d~taoce gf 5QQ feet. 

(b) Not ~ore than two .otorcycles shall be operated 

side by side in a single traffic lane. 

(7) All .ator vehicles, including .otorcycles, are 

entitled to the full use of a traffic lane, and no vehicle 

shall be driven or operated in such a •anner so as to 

deprive any other vehicle of the full use of a tr•ffic lane, 

except that motorcycles may, with the consent of both 

driv~rst be operated not more than two abreast In a single 

traffic lane. 

(8) Every person riding a motorcycle upon a roadway 

shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to 

all ~f the duties applicable to the driver of a motor 

vehicle except as to those provisions which, by their 

nature, can have no appl ication.• 
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Section z. S~ction 61-9-203, HCA, is amended to read: 

•bl-9-203. Headlamps on motor vehlcJes. (1) Every 

motor vehicle other than a aotorcycle or aotor-driven cycle 

shall be equipped with at least two headlamps with at least 

one ~n e~ch sjde of the front of the aotor vehicle• which 

headla•ps shall co•ply with the requirements and li•itatlons 

set forth in this chapter. 

(2) Every DOtorcrcle and every motor-driven cycle 

shall be equipped vith at least one and not •ore than two 

headla•ps which shall co•ply with the requlre•ents and 

Jl•ltations o¥ this chapter. If a WOtnccrcta QMfttfficl=fnt 

it&a&--~~quipped with headlaap$• hut If It is 

og~_.qulpped it-war opt be operated upgn a hlghNQ¥ or 

~ tree pae:hAlt bgyc__after suoa•t tP pap-half hQut 

bafQLa_aunrJaa O( if per1op$ ag~ yahjcles are opt clearly 

~&tulble at a dj•t'O'• q£ 5QO ~ 

{3) Every headla~ upon every aotor vehicle, Including 

every ~torcycle and every •otor-driven cycle, shall be 

located at a height aeasured fro. the center of the headla~ 

of not more than ~ inches or less than z~ Inches to be 

measured as set forth in 61-9-Z02f2)•• 

Section 3. SectJon 61-9-204• HCA, Is amended to read: 

•61-9-Z04. Tallla~s. (1) Every •otor vehicle, 

trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer and any other vehicle 

-3- HB 542 
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which is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall 

be e~uipped with at least one tall1a~ aounted on the rear, 

which, when li.ghted as hereinbefore required 9 shall ~mit a 

red li~ht plainly visible fro• a distance of 500 feet to the 

rear, provided that in the case of a train of vehicles only 

the tailJamp on the rear•ost vehicle need actually be seen 

fro• the distance specified. Further, every such 

above-mentioned vshicle, other than a truck tractor, 

registered I~ this state and manufactured or asse.bled after 

January 1, 1~56• shall be equipped with at least two 

taillaaps .aunted on the rear. which when lighted as herein 

required• shall coDply with the provisions of this section• 

{2) Every tailla~ upon every vehicle shall be located 

at a height of not more than 72 inches or less than 15 

Inches. 

(3) Either tailla~ or a separate la~ shall be so 

constructed and placed as to lllu•lnate with a white light 

the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible 

fro• a distance of SO feet to the rear. ~ny tallla~ or 

taJllaaps. t~gether with any separate la•p for illu•Jnatlng 

the rear registration platet shall be so wired as to be 

lighted whenever the headlaaps or auxiliary driving la~s 

are lighted. 

t~-Iaill~~A are oot.reQULcaA-Qn_ a •otorGycl• that 

QRAliftaa-tor-rtli#~rottoa ~~REGISIEREQ ~at 61-3-411 ~ 
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