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HOOSE BILL NO. 488 

INTRODUCED BY HEMSTAD 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
COmmittee on Biqhways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

On motion taken from printing 
and referred to Committee on 
Highways and Transportation. 

Statement of Intent attached. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Highways and 
Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 
Statement of Intent amended. 



.... 

March 4, 1983 

March 7, 1983 

March 7, 1983 

March 9, 1983 

March 10, 1983 

Second reading, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 46t Noes, 2. 

IN THE HOUSE 

2 

Returned to House with 
ilmendmenta to Statel'!\4ent of 
Intent. 

Second reading, Statement of 
Intent amendments concurred 
in. 

Third reading, Statement of 
Intent amendments concurred 
in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXCEPTING CERTAIN 

5 SAFETY DEVICES FROH THE MEASUREMENT OF VEHICLE WIDTH; 

6 AMENDING SECTION 61-10-lOZo NCAo• 

1 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

9 Section 1. Section 61-10-102, MCAt is amended to read: 

10 •61-lD-102. Width. (1) No vehicle• Including a buso 

11 unloaded or with load• may have a total outside width in 

12 excess of 102 inches. This vidt'h for buses is allowed only 

13 on paved highways 20 ¥eet or .are in width. 

14 (2) This restriction does not apply-to an i•ple.ent of 

15 husbandry or a vehicle used for hauling hay. 110ved or-

16 propelled upon the highway during daylight hours for a 

17 distance of not more than 100 miles if the movement is 

18 incidental to the farMing operations of the owner of the 

19 implement of husbandry or the vehicle used for hauling hay. 

20 If the impleaent or Vehicle has a width in excess of 12 

21 feet~ i~ shall be preceded by flagman escorts fo~ the 

22 purpose of warning other highway users. This restriction 

23 does not apply to dual-wheel tractors under 15 feet ove~all 

24 width which are used in farming operutions. The r~ar of th~ 

25 implement of husbandry or vehicle used for hauling hay shall 
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properly d;splay l;ghts which ... t the standard require~nts 

of 61-9-219. However, tf the highway passes through a 

hazardous area. the imple~nts·or vehi,les •ust be preceded 

and followed by flagman escorts. 

13J A safety deyice that thg departaant gf hiahM•¥• 

deterwipes by rule to be necessary for safe apd efficient 

operation of aotor yebJcles is not inclyded in ·the 

calculatjoo of width prgyjded in subsection 111.• 

-End-

-2- l N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

;-to~., ·;c) % 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE SILL <t88 

House ~ighways and Transportation Committee 

~ statement of intent Is required for this bill because 

6 it qlv?s th~ highway patrol authority to allow by rule a 

1 safety device on a vehicle to protrude beyond the 102-inch 

8 width limit set in 61-10-102. This authorization is 

9 nec:es.s.:Jry to conform Nith federal law that eJCcludes front the 

10 102-i~ch width 1 imit safety-related appendages such as rear 

11 vleN lti rrors. twin signal laiiPSt marker lamps., steps and 

12 handh~lds for entry and egress, flexible fender extensions, 

13 mudfla~s. splash and spray suppressant devices or designs, 

14 refrigeration units., or air compressors which the highway 

15 p~trol may interpret as necessary for safe and efficient 

16 op~ration of co~mercial motor vehicles. 

SECOND R E A D I N G 

Second printing 
No change in bill 
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Rereferred for statement 
of intent and 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

HOUSE BILL NO• 488 

INTRODUCED BY HEMSTAD 

A BILL FOR ~N ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT EXCEPTI~G CERTAIN 

SAFETY DEVICES FROM THE MEASUREMENT OF VEHICLE WIDTH; 

A~EHDI~G SECTION 61-10-102, MCA·" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Section 61-10-102• HCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-102. Width. (1) No vehicle, including a bus. 

11 unloaded or with 1oad 9 may have a total outside width in 

12 excess of 102 inches. This width for buses is allowed only 

13 on pa~ed highways 20 feet or more in width. 

14 (2.) This restriction does not apply to an implement of 

15 husbandry or a vehicle used for hauling hay. moved or 

16 propelled upon the highway during daylight hours for a 

17 distance of not more than 100 miles if the ~ovement is 

18 incidental to the farming operations of tne owner of the 

19 implement of husbandry or the vehicle used for hauling hay. 

20 If the implement or vehicle has a width in excess of 12 

21 feet, it shall bP. preceded by flagman escorts for the 

22 purpo">e of .... arnin? othef'" highway users. This restriction 

23 does not apply to dual-wheel tractors under 15 feet overall 

24 width "hich are used in farming operations. The rear of the 

25 imple~ent of husbandry or vehicle used for ~auling hay shall 
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properly display liqhts which meet the standard requirements 

of 61-9-219. However, if the highway oasses through a 

hazardous area, the implements or vehicles must be preceded 

and followed by flagman escorts. 

l~l--A-~af~X--dexike __ tbat-tbe-~~oetaADt:Af:bigb~~ 

~l~~~A!_fAIRQL_Ql~l~lQH_deteLml~-bX~-AQQfl~--fU&SUA~ 

IQ_~l=i=~g~_tn-be-n~e~~4LX-fDL~afe_an~t1lkieot-n~tlwu 

nf __ mntnL-~ebl~le~--l~ __ ant __ iakl~aea_iu_tbe_~a~~ian_af 

~ldtb-aLnxlaea_la_~u~e~tina-Ll~" 

-End-

-2- t<B 488 

SECOND R E A D I N G 



48th Leqislature H~ 488 

l STATEMENT OF INTENT 

7 HOUSE HLL 't88 

3 Hous~ Hi9hways ~nd Tran~portation Co~~ittee 

'• 
5 \ state~ent of intent is required for this_ bill because 

6 it. qiv::.~ the highway patrol authority to allow by rule a 

1 saf~ty devic~ on a vehicle to protrud~ beyond the 102-inch 

e width limit set in 61-10-102. This authorization i. 

9 necess.;try to conform with federal low t'1at excludes from the 

10 102-i~ch width limit safety-related appendages such as rear 

11 view ~irrors. twin siqnal lamos. ~arker lamps. stePs and 

1?. handh~lds for entry and egress. flexiole fender extensions, 

13 nudfl3os, splash ~nd spray suppressant 1evices or ~esigns, 

1~ refri~~ration u~its, or air compressJrs ~hie~ the hiqhway 

15 piltrol may interpret as nec'i!ssary for S3f"" and efficient 

16 op:-ration of cow,;nercial motor v~hicles. 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
T-\- ~ ~'63 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 488 

INTRODUCED BY HEMSTAD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT EXCEPTI~G CERTAIN 

SAFETY DEVICES FROH THE MEASUREMENT OF VEHICLE wiDTH; 

A~ENOl~G SECTIO~ 61-10-102• MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-10-102, MCA, is amended to re~d: 

"Ol-10-102. width. (1) No vehicle~ including a bus, 

unloa1~d or with loadt may have a total outside wiath in 

excess of 102 inches. This ~idth for buses is allowed only 

13 on naved hiqhwavs 20 feet or ~ore in width. 

14 (2) This restric~ion does not apply to an i~plement of 

15 nusba~dry or a vehicle used for hauling hay, moved or 

16 prooelleo upon the highway during daylight hours for a 

17 distdnce of not more than 100 miles if the move~ent is 

18 incidental to the farming operations of tne owner of the 

l9 implement of r~t.Jsbandry or the vehiclf:!' u~ed for hauling hay. 

20 1~ th~ iiDolement or vPhicle has a Nidth in E!)(Cess of 12 

21 feet, it snall b~ preceded oy flaaman escorts for the 

22 purpo'~ of wa~nin~ other nighwaf users. This restriction 

23 does not apply to dual-wheel tractors under 15 feet ov~r~ll 

24 width ~~ich are used in far~ing ooerations. The rear of the 

25 imple~~n~ of huso~ndry or vehicle used for hauling hay shall 
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properly display li9hts which meet the standdrd requlrements 

of 61-9-219. However, if the highway oasses through a 

hazardous area, the implements or vehicles must be preceded 

ana followed by flagman escorts. 

lll--A--~afatX--dB~~---tbAt-tbB-dCQAetae~:Df:btlb.a1a 

~1~~~61-eAIROL-~l~lSlO~-dBtA~mlD~-bX-~ul£-AQDfiEn--fURSUA~ 

ID-~1=2=~D~-t2-be_o~u~~a~x-fo~~ate_aod_ef1l~leut-ag:LatiDD 

gf __ mD~D~--XBbi~lA~--1~--DDt--iD~l~ded_!Q_tb&-~~latiDD-Qf 

~ldtb-o~uxided_ia_~unse~tlDD-Llls• 

-End-

-l- HB 4. 1 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



March 2, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Highways and Transportation) 

That Statement of Intent on House Bill No. 488 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 1, line 11. 
Following: "mirrors," 
Strike: "twin" 
Insert: "turn" 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL '>88 

rlouse Highways and Transportation to•mittee 

A state.ent of intent is required for this bill because 

6 i~ gives ~he highway patrol authority to allow by rule a 

1 safe~y device on a vehicle to protrude beyond the 102-inch 

~ width li-it set in 61-1Q-102. This authorization is 

9 necess~ry to confor• with federal law that excludes fro• the 

10 102-inch width ll•lt safety-related appendages such as rear 

11 vie~ ~irrors. ~~ IURti sjgnal la~s. marker la•ps. steps 

12 and handholds for entry and egress. flexible fender 

13 extensions. eudflaps, splash and spray suppressant devices 

1~ or d.signs. refrigeration units, or air compressors which 

15 the highway patrol may interpret as necessary for safe and 

16 efficient operation of co••ercia1 .ator vehicles. 

R E F E H E i~ C E B I L L 

~t' /f<??; 
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HOUSE BILL NO. "t88 

INTRODUCED BY HEMSTAD 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED; "AN ACT EXCEPTING CERTAIN 

SAFETY DEVICES FKOM THE MEASUREMENT OF VEHICLE WIDTH; 

AMENDING SECTION hl-10-102• MCAo 0 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA; 

Section 1. Section 61-10-lOlt MCA, is aaended to read: 

•61-lD-102. Ridth. Cl} No vehicle. including a bus• 

11 unloaded or with load, •ay have a total outside width in 

12 excess of lOZ inches. This ~idth for buses is allowed only 

13 on pa¥ed highways 20 feet or more in width• 

14 (2) This restriction does not apply to an imple~nt of 

15 husoandry or a vehicle usea for hauling hay, eoved or 

16 propelled upon the highway during daylight hours for a 

17 distance of not more than 100 miles if the moveMent is 

18 1ncidental to the farming operations of the owner of the 

1? implement of husbandry or the vehicle used for hauling hay. 

20 If the imple~~ent or vehicle has a width in excess of 12 

?.1 feet, it sha 11 be preceded oy flagman escorts for the 

22 p~rpo~e of warning other highway users. This restriction 

l3 doe~ not apply to dual-wheel tractors under 15 feet overall 

24 winth which are used in farming operations. The rear of the 

25 implement of husbandry or vehicle used for hauling hay shall 
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properly display tights which ••et the standard require•ents 

of 61-9-219. However, If the highway passes through a 

hazardous area, the impleMents or vehicles •ust be preceded 

ana followed by flag•an escorts. 

(lt A safetw deyice that the Oepart•ent-of-btghwoy2 

~~eAI!OL otytSIQN detgr.jnes by rule AQOPTEQ PURSUANT 

ID-61-9-504 to be neces$ary for safe and effj~jent operatlgp 

of__•gtpr ~~Jes js opt inclydld jn the caJ~uJatipn pf 

~b_p~aad_io subsection ClJ.• 

-End-

-2- Hil 4~8 

R E F E K E ~ C E B I L L 


