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INTRODUCED oY 

BY REQUEST OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ClARIFY THE LAWS 

PERTAINING TO THE CONSERVATIO,~ SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-8-303, 61-8-30'>• 61-8-309, 61-8-310, AND 

61-8-312. HCA; REPEALING SECTION 61-8-305, MCA; ANO 

PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF Tt\E STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-30~, HCA~ is amended to rea~: 

''61-8-304. &ee+er!llt+e"-eF-~ed--4-~'!t C.onseryation 

~~d_llmLt -- exception to the basic rule. ~he--~~~~ney 

~~@,el---5he+~-d~~~¥e--8y--p~oe~8fte~+~--~++ed--~~-the 

~ee~~~ry-o~-~~e~-!11-~peed-+~a+~~or-a+~-.e~ar--v@h~+e§--e" 

~~~--~H~~-s~~~5--afld-h+~&y5-+n-~he-~~e-whenever-~he 

e~d~~•~h.e~-o~-s~eh-a-~~eed-~~~-by-~fte~~e~e-+'!l;~re~Hired 

~y-~eee~~~-+uw-a§-u--eeR~~~ft-~ft-~he--$~~e£~-e&ft~+"~"~ 

e++~+&+~~y--~e--reee+ve-4~"~~eH~her~red-&y-ehe-~edera+-•Td 

H+~~w&y-A~-c~-~~3-a"d-~+-ee~§-!lleende~~y-~~~e--e~--efty 

o~r--•ede~+-~~~~~e.-~he-~p@ed-~+~-eey-ft~-be-~e~-~he~ 

~h~•-~e~~~ee-By-4~~~~-aft~~fte-e~~ey-g~~e+-~he++ 

&y-~~~~~e¥--~ee+aMe~~eft--e~eft~e--~e--~~e@ri--++~~--ee~~~ed 

~~5tia"~--tG--~•s--seet~Gft--~e-e~y-~~fl-~e~~+-~ew•-*"T 
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pr-ee+&twM.f.eft--HifH:fe~-ptt'HitiaM--t:e-t!:..._..s--seeft&ft--tJ.e-eom~ 

~~~e~¥e-&e-m+dn+gh~-&f~h~y-upon-wh+ch-+~-~-+++ee-w+~h 

~~e---!teeret!et"'f--M-~Me.-A-§-peed-.._+-llri-~-TfftP'"ed1Jtw"!tttt!ft~ 

tt:H-s-se~-Htft-.i.s-art-etteet'H-eft-~o-~he-t"e-qtt-i-t"eMef't't-'!1-ef-6+-8-3&3 

aft4-~~~aft4-a Lll_lhere js a maxjmum speed limit of_22 

mil£s an houL_fgr alj gptor yghicles op all oublic str~ 

~ hjghways in the state. A speed in excess of the_ speed 

limit established pursuant to this section is unlawful 

notw ithstaodi ng an_y pr_ov i si on of 61-8-303 and bl-8-312. 

!Zl VjOlatjoos of thjs sectjgo are pupisbab1g as 

proyjded jo 61-B:IlB. 

(31 The proyjsjoos of subsection (l) do not aRply to 

~e pybljc ~ts and highways for which a lower speed 

~twas preyiqusly established under an¥--Qtbsr state, 

~tY• munjcipal, or othgr local law. ordinance, 

~Jatjon. or qrde[• 

~~ mile an hour speed Jigit jmposed bv ~~ 

section remajns in gffect only as lone as the establjs~ 

of such a ;;>oeed ljmit by the state js regujred by federal 

Jaw as a caod~ioo to the state•s cootinyin9 eljaibility ~2 

L~~ federal-ajd highway funds.u 

S&ction 2. s~ction 61-8-3Q3y HCAy is amended to read: 

"61-8-30~. Speed restrictions basic rule. (1) A 

person operatinq or driving a vel1icle of any char~cter on a 

public hignwdy of this state shall delve it in a car~ful and 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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prud~nt m~nnerr dnd at a rate of speed no greater than is 

reas~nable and prop~r under the conditions dXisting dt the 

point of 

character 

oper~tion, taking into 

of traffic, condition 

account the amount and 

of brakes, weight af 

~ehicle, ~rade ilnd width of highway, condition of surface, 

and freedom of obstruction to view ahead, and he shall drive 

it so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life, 

limb, property, or other rights of a person entitled to the 

use of the street or highway. 

(2) ~here-no-~pee+e~-fte~~-ew+~~~-~~-reqti~~~ewe~ 

5pee~e~eap~~ftft~-•+~h-Sti&se~eft-trt--e+-~nfs--see~~o~ 

~he-~peed-o~-a-v~e+e-ft~~n-e~e~-e4-+he-+i~~~pee+T+ed 

..,,.__~-see-e-i-att--et"-~~eff-es-et:ttheri!!ed-i-ft 61 B 3&9., 

6~-3*6T-o*-~-3~-e"d-&t-&-3*3-+s-+&NTH+y-b~-e-~eed--+n 

@wee~~--e+---~hose--+~~5--+s--un+awTu~ 

proyjsjgns jn subsection fl) of this sectjon. 61 8-309 

through 61 a-31 l·w and 61 8-313, speeds in excess of the 

following are unlawful: 

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urOan district; 

(b) 35 miles per hour on a highway under construction 

or repair; 

(c) 55 miles per hour in other locations during the 

nighttime• except that the nighttime spe2d limit on 

completed sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per 

hour. 
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(3) "DaytimeM means from one-half hour before sunrise 

to one-half hour after sunset. "Nighttime" means at any 

other hour. 

(4) The speed limits set forth in this section may oe 

alt~red by the highway commission as authorized in 61-6-309, 

61-B-310~ and 61-8-313· 

(5) The driver of a vehicle shall, consistent with 

subsection (l), d..-ive at an appropriate reduced o;peed when 

apProachin~ and crossin9 an intersection or railway graae 

crossing,. when approaching and going around a curve,. when 

approachiny a hill cresty when traveling upon a narrow or 

winding ..-oadway 9 and when a special hazard exists with 

respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of 

~eather o..- highway condition. 

~iolatjons of this sectjon are ptJnjshabJe dS 

~ided in 61 0-111.• 

Section 3. Section 61-8-309 9 MCA 9 is amended to read: 

•61-8-309. Establishment of special speed zones. (1) 

lf the depar-tment of highways deter111ines upon the basis o·f 

an engineerinq and traffic investigation that a speed limit 

set by 61-8-303 is g~eater or- less than is reasonable or 

safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection• 

curve. dangerous location. or any other- part of a highway 

unde~ its jurisdiction~ the commission may set a reasondble 

and safe special speed liait at thdt pdrt. The speed limit 

-4-
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allowed yoder thjs sgctign may opt exceed the limjt set 

yoder 61-tt30lt. 

( 2) The department shall erect and maintain 

appropriate signs giving notice of these special limits. 

When they are erected• the li•its are effective at that part 

at all times, or at other ti•es the commission sets. 

(3) The authority of the commission under this section 

includes the authority to set reduced nfghtti.e speed limits 

on curves and other dangerous locations. 

(4) This section does not authorize the co.-ission to 

set a state-wide speed li•it.• 

Section 4• Section 61-8-310~ MCA, is amended to read: 

1161-8-310.. illhen local authorities may and shall alt.er 

limits. (1) If a local authority in its jurisdiction 

determines on the basis of an engineering and traffic 

investigation that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and 

61-8-309 through 61-6-313 is greater or less than is 

reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon 

a highway or part of a highway, the local authority ~ay set 

a reasonable and safe limit thereon which: 

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection; 

(b) increases the limit within an urban district. but 

not to more than 55 miles per hour d~~ft~~he-n+g~tT.e; or 

(c) decreases the li~it outside an urban district, but 

not to less than 35 miles per ho~r. 
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authority In its jurisdiction shall 

engineering and tra~fic investigation the 

all arterial streets and shall set a 

reasonable and safe limit thereon which may be greater or 

less than the speed permitted under Ol-8-303 ~or an urban 

district. 

(3t An altered limit established as authorized under 

this section is effective at all times or at other ti~s 

determined by the authority when appropriate signs giving 

notice of the altered liMit a~e erected upon the highway. 

f4) The commission has exclusive jurisdiction to set 

special speed limits on all federal-aid highways or 

extensions thereof in all municipalities or urban areas. The 

commission shall set these limits in accordance with 

61-8-309.• 

Section 5. Section 61-8-312 9 HCA, is amended to read: 

truck "61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucks, 

tractors. motor-driven cycles. and vehicles 

housetrailers. (lJ No person shall operate any 

towing 

truck or 

truck tractor the gross weight of which exceeds a,ooo pounds 

at a speed greater than 65 miles per hour on those completed 

sections of interstat~ and four-lane divided highways and 60 

miles per hour on those completed section~ of primary and 

secondary highways. However, the truck nighttime speed limit 

shall not exceed th~t of automobiles as stated in 61-6-303. 
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1 (2) No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at 

2 any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed greater than 35 

3 miles per hour unless such motor-driven cycle is equipped 

4 with a headlamp or lamps which are adequate to reveal a 

5 person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet ahead. 

6 (3) No person shall operate a vehicle which is towing 

7 a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximum of 50 miles 

8 per hour. 

9 Ht) Violations of tbjs section are punishable as; 

10 ~jded in 61-8-711.• 

11 NEW SfCTIQH. Section 6. Repealer. Section 61-B-305, 

lZ HCA, is repealed. 

13 NEW SECIIQN. Section 7• Ef~ective date. This act is 

1~ effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 263 - 83 

FISCAL NOTE 

Foml /1/)·/5 

In compllunce with a written request received January 28, 19 ~.·there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

ror ___ [!?.tli?_e Bill 484 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1965- Thirty-Ninth legislative Assembly. 

Oa.:kground information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 484 clarifies the laws pertaining to the conservation speed limit. 

ASSmiPTIONS: 

1) Nontana's eligibility to receive federal-aid highway funds is dependent upon 
compliance with enforcement of this limit. 

FISCAL HIPACT: 

Nontana's apportionments under the new federal highway act are: 

FISCAL NOTE 9:Q/1 

FY 83 
FY 84 
FY 85 
FY 86 

$ 99,203,000 
$109,310,000 
$118,534,000 
$127,887,000 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

,, 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 1_ - I - t{ ) 


