HOUSE BILL NO. 484

Introduced: 01/25/83

Referred to Committee on Highways & Transportation: 01/25/83
Hearing: 2/1/83
Died in Committee
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BY REJQUEST DOF THE DEPARTMEQi OF HIGHWAYS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "aN ACT TO <CLARIFY THE LAWS
PERTAINING TO THE CONSERVATION SPEED LIMIT; AMENDING
SECTIONS 61-8-303y 61-8-3044 61-8-309, 61-8-310, AND
61-8=3124 MCA; REPEALING SECTIUN 61-8-305¢ MCA; AND

FROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENAtTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 61-8-304e MLAy is amended to read:
"61-8-304. Beclaration——of-—speed-—Fimies Lapseryation

speed limit —— exception to the basic rule. Fhe-—attorney

general———shatt——deetare—by——procianatien——fited——wrth—the
seefetﬁfy-o*-state—a-&péed-%+-+t—fof—si+—notor-—vehée%es——on
433~ —prbi+e——Streets——and-highways—in—the-stote—whenever—the
establishment-ef-—sueh—a—speed-Himit-by-the—-state-is—required
by-federol—tovw-ds—a——econdition——ta——the——stateta——coantinoing
etigibitity——to--reeceive-—funds-authorired-py—the-Faderat-Aid

Highway-aet—af-1933—and—ati-secta—amendatory-thereto-~or~—tny

other——federni-stetutesr—Fhe-speed-timit-moy-—not—be-Fess—then

that—-regquired—by—federal—lavwy—and-the-atternsy—genered-shaltt
by-further——precltamotion—ehange——the——apeed——timrt—adopred

surSuant--to-—this——seetion——to—comply-with—federat-Iaww-Any
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precltometion—~issued——poursuant-—to—this——section——-becomnes
effeetive—at-midnight-of-the—day-upon-which—it-is—filted-with
the——seeretory——of—stotew—A—speed-timit-inposed-pursuant—te
this—section—ts—an-exeeption—to—the-requirements—-of—61-8-363
and—61-8-3t2y—and-a (1) There is 3 paximum speed Jimit of 55
miles an bour for a1) motor wehicles on all public streets
and highways in the states A speed in excess of the speed
limit established pursuant to this section is urlawful
notuithstanding any provision of 61-8-303 and 61-8-31Za

1@ iolati c . o ishabl
provided in 61-8-718,

law as_a condjtion ¥o the state's coptinuing eligibitity ito
receive federal-aid highway fundsa"
Section 2. Section 61-8-303y MCA» is amended to read:
"51-8-302., Speed restrictions -— basic rules (1) A
person operating or driving a veihicle of any character on a

public hignway of this state shall drive it in a caraful and

-2~ INTRODUCED BILL
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prudent mannery and at a rate of speed no greater than is
reasonable and propar under the conditions existing ax th=
point of operationy taking into account the amount and
character of trafficy condition of brakess weight of
vehicley yrade ond width of highways condition of surfaces
and freedom of obsStruction to view aheady and he shall drive
it so as not to unduly or unreasonably endanger the life,
limby propertys or other rights of & person entitied to the
use of the street or highway.

(2) where—no-spectal-hazard—exists—that-requites—tower
speed—for—complionce-with-subseetion—¢+y—of-—this—seetiony
tive-speed-of-a-vehiele-not—in-excess-of—the-timrts-specified
+A——this——aeetron——or—estabi+shed-os-outhorized-in-6i—-8-369y
4£1-8~31 8y—bi-8-3 ity —and-&i—8—-313—ta-tewfuly—bout—a——apeed——in
exeess———of-———those-—timits——is—untawfulr Subject to  the

provisions in _si i i =8-399

(a) 25 miles per hour in an urbdan district;

{by 35 m€1es per hour on & highway under construction
or repair;

{c} 535 miles per hour in other locations during the
nighttimey except that the nighttime spead limit on
completed Sections of interstate highways is 65 miles per

houre
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{3} "Daytime" means from one—half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunsets “Nighttime™ means at any
other hours

{4) The speed limits set forth in this section may be
altered by the highway commission as authorized in 61-8-309,
61-8-310y and 61-8-313.

(5) The driver of a vehicle shally consistent with
subsection (1)s drive at an appropriate reduced speed when
approaching and crossing an intersection or railway grade
crossings when approaching and going around a curvey when
approaching a hill crests when traveling upon a narfow or
winding roadWayy and when a special hazard exists with
respect to pedestrians or other ¢traffic or by reason of

weather or hignway conditiona.

Section 3. Section 61-8-309, MCAs i5 amended to read:

"51-8-309. Establishment of special speed zoness (1}
If the department of highways determines upon the basis of
an engineering and traffic investigation that a speed limit
set by 61-B-303 is ureater or less than is reasonable or
safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersections
curvey dangerous locations or any other part of a highway
under its jurisdictions the commission may set a reasonable

and safe special speed limit at that parts Ihe speed limit

—pe
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allosed under this section may not exceed the limit set
under 618304,

{2) The department shall erect and maintain
appropriate signs giving notice of these special limitse
When they are erectedy the limits are effective at that part
at all times, or at other times the commission Sets.

{3) The authority of the commission under this section
includes the authority to set reduced nighttime speed limits
on curves and other dangerous locationse

{#) This section does not authorize the commission to
set a state-wide speed limits"™

Section 4. Section 61-8-310, MCAy is amended toc reads:

"61-8-310« When local authorities may and shall alter
limitse (1) If a local authority #in its jurisdiction
detarmines on the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that the speed permitted under 61-8-303 and
61-8-309 through 51-8-313 is greater or less than is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist upon
a highway or part of a highways the local authority may set
a reasonable and safe timit thereon which:

(a) decreases the limit at an intersection;

{p) increases the limit within an urban districts but
not to more thon 55 miles per hour durrng-the-nighttrme; or

{¢) decreases the limit cutside an urban districts but

not to less than 35 miles per houra
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{2} A 1local authority In its jurisdiction shall
determine by an engineering and traffic investigation the
proper speed for a1l oarterial streets and shall set a
reasonable and safe Timit thereon which may be greater or
Tess than the speed permitted under 61-8-303 for an wurban
district.

{3} An altered 1limit established as authorized under
this section is effective at all times or at other times
determined by the authority when appropriate signs gliving
notice of the altered limit are erected upon the highway.

{#4) The commission has exclusive jurisdiction to set
special speed limits on all federal-aid highways or
extensions thereaof in a1l ﬁunicipalities Oor urban areas. FThe
commission shall set these limits in accordance with
61-8-309."

Section 5« Section 61-8-312y MCAs is amended to read:

"61-8-312. Special speed limitations on trucksy truck
tractorssy motor-driven cyclesy and vehicles towing
housetrailers, (1) Wo persen shall oaperate any truck or
truck tractor the gross weight of which exceeds 8+000 pounds
at a speed greater than 65 miles per hour con those completed
sections of interstats and four-lane divided highways and &0
miles per hour on thoese completed sections of primary and
secondary highways«. Howevers the truck nighttime speed limit

shall not exceed that of automobiles as stated in 61-8-303,

-6~
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{2) No person shall operate any motor-driven cycle at
any time mentioned in 61-9-201 at a speed Jgreater than 35
méiles per hour wunless such motor-driven cycle Is eguipped
with a headlamp or lamps which are adeguate to reveal a
person or vehicle at a distance of 300 feet aheade

(3) No person shall operate a vehicle which is towing
a housetrailer at a speed greater than a maximult of 50 miles
per houre

{4) fiolati £ hi i i .
provided jn 6l-@-71)3."

NEW SECTIOHe Section 6. Repealer, Section 61-8-305,
MCAy is repealeda »

NEM SECTIOQNs Section 7« Effective datee This act is
effective on passage and approval.

-End-—
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STATE OF MDNTANA

request no, 203783
FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-[>
in compllance with a written request received January 28, ,19_83 there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

wor . House Bill 484 pursuant to Chapter 53, Laws of Montana, 1966 - Thirty-Ninth Legislative Assembly.

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 484 clarifies the laws pertaining to the conservation speed limit.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1) Montana'é eligibility to receive federal-aid highway funds is dependent upon
compliance with enforcement of this limit.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Montana's apportionments under the new federal highway act are:

FY 83 $ 99,203,000
FY 84 $109,310,000
FY 85 $118,534,000
FY 86 - $127,887,000

" FISCAL NOTE 9:Q/1 | ‘1

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: 1')‘%3




