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INTRODULED BY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ODESIGNATING THE
DUCK~BILLED DINGSAUR MAIASAURA PEEBLESORUM AS THE OFFICIAL

STATE FOSSIL.™

HHEREASs Montana is the home of one of the world®s most
important dinosaur discoveriess specifically the duck-billed
dinosaur Maiasaura peeblesorums which is found nowhere aise
in the werld; and

WHEREASy the duck—bdilled dinosaurs when newly hatched,
was less than 14 inches long and weighed about 1 172 pounds
put grew to over 30 feet in length and weighed about 3 tons;
and

WHEREASy dinosaur sites in Mentana contain fossilized
eqqsy embryonic bones babiese juvenilesy, and adults of
several different types of dinosaurs; provide valuable
evidence that duck-billed dinosaurs nested in extensive
colonies and had nests 6 feet In diameter that contained as
;many as 20 eqgqgs; and demonstrate for the first time parental
care of dinosaur young; and

WHEREASy the Montana discoveries have tremendous
scientific wvalue and will continue to receive widespread

publticity in nationa2l and international journalse as well as
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in popular literature and television and radio programs; and

WHEREASs naming a dinosaur as the state fossit will
increase awareness that Montana is one of the best places in
the world for the occurrence of important dinosaur
discoveries and will have real economic value in terms of
tourist promotion; and

WHEREASy the name Maiasaura peeblesorum means "good
mother ljzard® (Maiasaura} and honors the Peebles family
{peeblesorum)y a Montana ranch family from the Choteau area

where the discoveries were madee

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANAZ
Section 1.« 5tate fossile The duck-billed dinosaur
Maiasaura peeblesorum is the official Montana state fossile.
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