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HOOSE BILL NO. 459 

Url'ROOOC!D BY HIMS'l'AD, S'rOBIB, ASAY, UNDBRDAL, RYAN, 
C. SMI'l'H, JONBS, HARP, BBRGBNE, KOIHNU 

January 22, 1983 

February 14, 1983 

February 16, 1983 

February 17, 1983 

February 18, 1983 

February 19, 1983 

March 19, i983 

March 21, 1983 

March 23, 1983 

IN TtlB HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local 
Government. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed 
on members• desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
en9roesed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN '1'~ SINA'l'! 
' '* .. / Introduced and referred to 

f ComMittee on Local 
Government. 

Comaittee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopte4. 

Second reading, concurred 
in. 

'l'hird reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, SOp Noes, o. 



March 23, 1983 

March 24, 1983 

' 

1~1 Tl$ HODSB 

Returned to Bouse. 

Sent to enrolling. 
~ 
~ Reported correctly enrolled. 
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LAWS RELATING TO COUNTY FAIRS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-21-3403• 

7-21-3408, 7-21-3409, 7-21-3414, AND 7-21-3425, HCA.~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-21-3403• MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-21-3403. Qualifications for office. t~t Persons 

appointed 

qualified 

as 

to 

county fair 

perform 

co~~m~lssioners 

the duties of 

successfully carrying on the county fair. 

shall be well 

organizing and 

~t--±ft-ea~e--fie~e-+5-~n-eftY-~y-e-Te+r--s~soe*e~+en 

o~--e--~+e~~~--er--e~~+e~~ure+-~~etyy-~he-bee~-o~ 

eaufl~y-eomm+~~~~-mey-eppe~~§e~-fe+r--eomm+s~~n--~Tom 

the--membe~~--&f--58~~--~+r-e~ec+~cn-or-~+e~~8+~ 

e1~+eH+~H~e+-~oe~~yy-g+v+ng-prefe~eftee-+ft-$e~-eppe+n~~s 

~o-~he-o~+eer$-eT-~he-essae+at+on-or-~oe+etYTn 

Section 2. Section 7-21-3408, MCA. is amended to read: 

"7-21-3408. Acquisition of property for tair purpose~. 

{1) The board of county commissioners of any county in 

Montana may purchaser receive by doniltion7 or own and hold ~ 

~~ae~--e~ land in their respective countyy-ft~~weeeri+ft~-rbe 

~ere~ as county fairgrounds ~8-&n-edft~t+~ne+-~~ee~-oT-+end 
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j-tffti.et---ftti-t"¥6tfM-5•--Tf'te§e-4fl: fttt s 1111 1 M-tHeO-by-1:-he-eettMy 

~-eo.-~~~+en-~-tfte-~rpo~~-promot+n~-~e-~eres~ 

e~-he~+eu+~ey~~e~+~~ey-e~d-~~eek¥~~+~g. 

(2) The board which shall avail itself of the 

foregoing provisions may purchase. erect, construct, and 

maintain permanent improvements on such fairgrounds and 

jttn+or-~oanM." 

Section 3. Section 7-21-3409• HCA 9 is amended to read: 

"7-21-3409. Lease of county fairgrounds and buildings. 

(1) Boards of county coMmissioners are hereby authorized to 

lease ~e~-+~~~--~~s--e~-~+me county fairgrounds and 

buildings thereon on such terms as they shall deem proper. 

Ne--~ee-5e-~-&e--etteett<ted--~e--pet"'111*-the-t:t~M-~ 

~~eM~-5~fl~any-~~me-w~~h+n-3-weeM~-p~+e~-~a-~e-he+~n~ 

o~-d-ee~~~~~~-

(2) In the event same are leased for enta~tainment 

purposes, the county commissioners or county fair commjssjop 

shall collect an amount deemed proper by themT~-ne~-+n 

eMee~~-~+-r~-o+-~he-qro~s-reee+~~ekeft-+ft-&y-~e--+e~~ee. 

~a+~--prft~er~y--sft~~--n~-he-+ea~ed-~+~~-~he-+e~ee-~fte~+ 

~+v~-~-bond-~ueh-d~-~h~-~e~~--~-d~~~+e+en~. 

..lll-tl2_l~~~ Qe executed ynl~the lessee ~ 

lilmd---2.L-J~JJ.til..iL_ll_ah j 1 j ty and property dama9e I nsurancet or 

b..Q.t.h. ps may De regujred by the board of roypty 
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~;ssjooers .2.1: the county fair CWDfilUl.WJ.a 

f3t~ No lease shall be executed unless the Jessee 

shall agree to furnish adequate police proLection over all 

property so l~ased. Any lease shall be subject to i~ediate 

cancellation by the board or comwjssjon in ca~e the lessee 

fails to .aintain order or to properly police the grounds. 

~t~ All money received from the leasing of 

~airgrounds shall be deposited Jn the peer LalL fund of the 

county. 

t§tLQl Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent 

county co•missioners or the fair com•is$ion froa pre~~ 

12 alla¥1ng schools to use fairgrounds for athletic or other 

13 public school purposes.• 

14 Section ~. Section 7-21-341~• HCA, is amended to read: 

15 •7-21-3~1~. Manage•ent of capital improve•ent fund. 

16 (lJ Money for the capital improve•ent fund sha11 be derived 

17 fro. the unexpended money obtained by the fair commission 

18 under 7-21-3~10. 

19 (Z) The capital improvement fund ~ay not exceed at any 

20 ti.e a co•petent estimate of the cost of the adopted capital 

Zl i •prove~~ent program. 

2Z (3) All interest earned on the .oney in the capital 

23 ieproveaent ~und shall be paid into the county genera+ faiL 

21t fund.• 

25 Section 5. Section 7-21-3~25, MCA, is amended to read: 

-3-
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"7-21-3~25. Board of directors of fatr ~istrict. (1) 

The members of the respective county fair commissions of the 

counties forming a fair district ee~~~tu~-& shall dQ~oiot 

ono member of their commjssjon to the bo~rd of directors f~r 

the tai r district. 

(2) After a district has been formed and d county is 

added theretoy the members of the county fair commission of 

t.h~ county added to the fair district ft~e--~~~ew+~e--~~~~ 

o<f s..haJ.l aQpojQ!._Q~ber of thejr commjssi.a.D._t.Q t:ne board 

of directors~ La£ the fair district." 

-End-
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Approved by Comrn. 
on Local Government 

I NTRODUCEO BY "'6' n~ ::;> <Z?'4 ~ w(.. #.9-:/ &44««t.-_~ 

t.:~N 
LAWS RELATING TO COUNTY FAIRS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-21-3't03, 

7-21-3408, 7-Z1-3't09, 7-21-3414, AND 7-21-3425, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-Zl-3~03~ MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-21-3403. Qualifications for office. t*7 Persons 

appointed as county fair comm1ssioners shall be well 

qualified to perfonw the duties of organizing and 

successfully carrying on the county fair. 

ti!t-*"'-.... - ...... ~ .... .....,-eeltMy .... -i'<>h---a~-~ 

.,,._,_~ett*--~rit......,,..__Hy"y-t:he-boal"<l-o~ 

~ettftqt-e-o11Jfft"i-~'S'"i-efte1"'"S-tfteT-ano+n~s-a+G-'faff-e&- i as i en +1-&81 

4:he--~~--ef--se+d-f-e+-t-e~oeia't+ott-er-~+etri-'turri-or 

e~+ea+~ure+-~~'' giwin~efe~eftee-~e+ri-eppeT~~ 

oto-4:he-~+eer"S-of-~fte-~~+eft-er-soeT~· 

Section 2. Section 7-21-3~08• MCA• is amended to read: 

•7-21-3408. Acquisition of property for fair purposes. 

{1) The board of county commissioners of any county in 

Montana may purchase. receive by donation, or own and hold e 

~eei!-e-f land in their respective county.,--t'tM-eiteeed-i-ft~~e 

aet""es. as county fairgrounds atuf-ett-et~!M'Ie+-i:t'ttd-ctf-Tend 
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i-~fte.i.t'-~<Spe«He--eettM-y'T--rtM--etteeed+n-g--89--tlet"esy-e-s 

:tvfti.--~"""·-~e.oe--+e-.,-ee-...,ee-by---..ty 

f'eho-eollllll+sri..,...~-t:he-pttr--ef-pr-ot:Tng-~he-~e..~~ 

ef'-het"ioTeri""""--egt"+erinrer-tt-<toekrriMftg. 

(2) The board which shall avail itself of the 

foregoing provisions may purchase• erect, construct, and 

maintain permanent improve.ents on such fairgrounds end 

jtttt+er-~tM:tncfs." 

Section 3. Section 7-21-3~09, MCAt is amended to read: 

"7-21-3409. lease of county fairgrounds and buildings. 

{1) Boards of county coamissioners are hereby authorized to 

lease ~e~-+~oted--per+od~-e~.e county fairgrounds and 

buildings thereon on such terms as they shall dee• proper. 

1',..,.+-..--~.....,--t+--w+-tlri-ft-3-weelt"-pr+<or-1:--~ 

e-F-a-eett~-t-&1-f" ... 

(2) In the event same are leased for entertainment 

purposes, the county commissioners gr county fair co••issjon 

shall collect an amount dee.ed proper by themy-~-no~-+n 

e•ee~-e+-rs.-~-~he-1res~reee+~~eken-?n-by-~he--+esseew 

5e+~-~ .. e~e~y--~+-~be-+ee~ed-6n+~~-+e§See-sfte~+ 

~TYe-e-bond-~ueh-e~-~he-~rd-.ay-Gee.-~eie~. 

.{3) No 1 \!dSe may be exgcut;ed yo less the 1 essee gi ygs 

b.an.d or publjc Jjabjlity and property damage jnsurances or 

both, as may be regui red hy the bgard pf coypty 

-2- S E C 0 N D R E A D 1 N G 
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commjs&jooecs QL the county fair 'QB&l~ 

~t~ No lease shall be executed unless the lessee 

shall agree to furnish adequate police protection over all 

property so leased. Any lease shall be subject to Immediate 

cancellation by the board or commjssjoo in case the Jessee 

fails to maintain order or to properly police the grounds. 

~L2! All money received from the leasing of 

fairgrounds shall be deposited in the pee~ talL fund of the 

county. 

t§tlRl Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent 

county co•missioners or the fair comwission fro• pPewentinq 

allgwlng schools to use fairgrounds for athletic or other 

public school purposes.• 

Section 4. Section 7-Zl-3414 9 HCA, is amended to read; 

15 "7-21-341~. Hanage.ent of capital improvement fund. 

16 (1) Honey for the capital improvement fund shall be derived 

17 from the unexpended money obtained by the fair co~ission 

18 under 7-21-3410. 

19 (2) The capital improvement fund may not exceed at any 

20 time a competent estimate of the cost of the adopted capit~l 

21 imp~oveoent p~ogram. 

22 (3) All interest ~arned on the money in the capital 

23 improvement fund shall be paid into the county genera+ £aiL 

24 fund.• 

Z5 Section 5. Section 7-21-3~25• MCA• is amended to read: 

-3-
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"7-21-3425. Soard of directors of fair district. (1) 

The members of the respective county fair commissions of the 

counties forming a fair district ee~tT~~~-e shall apnojot 

gne member of their commjssion to the board of directors for 

the fair district. 

(2) After a district has been formed and a county is 

added thereto. the members of the county fair commission of 

the county added to the fair district e~e--++kew+~e--.eMb~~ 

e~ ~1 appojnt oog member of their commissjon to tne board 

of dir~ctors ~ L2£ the fair district.• 

-End-

-4-
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-2~ 
L FOR AN ACT EN~TLED: •AN ACT TO 

LAWS RELATING TO COUNTY FAIRS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-21-3403o 

7-21-3408 0 7-21-3409 0 l-21-3414o AND 7-Zl-3425o KCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-21-3+03• HCA, is amended ~o read: 

•7-21-3403. Qualifications for office. t~t Pe~sons 

appointed as county fair co .. issioners shall be well 

qualified to perfor11 tile duties of organizin9 and 

successfully carrying on ~he county fair. 

~t--~ft-ea~e-~Pe-+s-*~eny-~-e-fe+r--e~see+e~+on 

--e-ho..Ue"*-e-l--egt'+eri-e+--s<>ei'Hyy-i!fte-beerd-o~ 

eotttt-ey-ee ... +ssi-erter"S"-1118T-ei'P&i n't" H.f.d-Hff--:eo.mh-si-on--~rota 

e~r+e~~~-~ee~g+y+ng-pref~eftee-~e+d-appoin~~nt"S" 

~he-o~9-ee~~e-F-~he-a'S1tee+ri~-§oefe-t:y." 

-, Section 2. Section 7-21-3408, MCA• is amended to read: 

•7-21-3408. Acquisition of property tor fair purposes. 

(1) The board of county commissioners of any county in 

Montana may purchaser receive by donation, or own and hold~ 

~&e~-e~ land in their respective countyy-n~e.eeeoTftg-~~9 

aer~~ as county fairgrounds snd-en-s~~eft~-~Pee~-o~-+and 
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~.._..._-•eSJ~ee4!-i-¥e--eetlnt: 1 w ftet!: eJreeedt ~--8&--~..--e-s 

hff'-ee-+ss+on-t'ot-_,..r,..._-M-JH'....,Hftg----+Me~ 

(2) The board which shall avail itself of tile 

fo~egoing provisions may purchase, erect, con5truct, and 

maintain perManent i.prove .. nts on such fairgrounds and 

Section 3. Sectlon 7-21-3~09• MCA• is aaended to read: 

•7-21-3409. Lease of county fairgrounds and buildings. 

(lt Boards of county co .. issioners are hereby authorized to 

lease and 

buildings thereon on such terms as they shall dee• proper. 

He--~ee-se--~-be--etteewt!ett -~e-p~~~-t:tSe-M-'Si!ri-d 

1',...,..._., __ ng-_.,-i!<---wi tohl n 3 -s-pt'+er-i!..-tol\e-ho+<i+ftq 

ef-il-eettft4ty-fie1-.P.. 

(2) In the event same are leased foe entartainment 

purposes, the county commissioners or county fair co••jssjoo 

shall collect an amount deeMed proper by themy-~-no~ 

e•ee~~e~~a.-~-~he-g~~ree~+p~-tftken-+n-by-~he +esseew 

~e~d--p~e~er~y--~~-~be-+ee~ed-~+~~-~he-+e~ee-sne++ 

~~-a-hend-~neh~-~fte-eeerd-may-deee-su+F+e+e~. 

i3J No lea~ax be executed ynl~the lessee gjygs 

bond or pybl j c 1 jab i 1 i t:y and property damage i osurancg. or 

b~· as max__Q§__requjred by the boacd qf Loynty 

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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commissioners QL the coynty fajr c~~ 

~t~ No lease shall be executed unless the lessee 

shall agree to furnish adequate police protection over all 

property so leased. Any lease shall be subject to Immediate 

cancellation by the board or commission in case the Jessee 

fails to eaintain order or to properly police the grounds. 

t4t~ All •oney received from the leasing of 

fairgrounds shall be deposited In the poor fAlL fund of the 

county. 

t§tL6i Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent 

county co•missioners gr the fair comejssioo fro• 

allowing schools to use fairgrounds tor athletic or other 

13 public school purposes.• 

14 Section 4. Section 7-21-3414• HCA• is amended to read: 

15 •7-21-3414. Manage.ent of capital improve•ent fund. 

16 (1) Honey for the capital Improvement fund shall be derived 

17 fro• the unexpended money obtained by the fair co .. ission 

18 under 7-21-3~10. 

19 (2) The capital improvement fund may not exceed at any 

20 ti.e a competent estimate of the cost oY the adopted capitaJ 

21 i•provement program. 

22 {3) All interest earned on the aoney In the capital 

23 iBprovement fund shall be paid into the county gefteret LaiL 

24 fund.• 

25 Section 5. Section 7-21-3425, HCAw is amended to read: 

-3-
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"7-21-3425. Board of directors of fair district. (l) 

The members of the respective county fair commissions of the 

cour.t.ies forming a fair district eert"S"Httti:-e-e ..5..b.all appoint 

one momher of their commissjoo tq the bodrd of directors for 

the fair dl strict. 

(Z) After a district has been formed and a ~ounty is 

added thereto. the members of the county fair commission of 

the county added to the fair district ef"'~+ftewi-~e--nte~~ 

0~ sbal~int ope member of thejr commissiQu_tg the bQard 

of directors~ f2L the fair district.• 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NO• 459 

l~TROOUCEO 8Y HEMSTAD• STOBIE, "SAYt UNOEROALt RYAN, 

t. SMITH. JONES. HAq.p, AERGENEt I(OEHNKE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT Tu GENERALLY REVISE THE 

lA"S RELATI'IG TO COUNTY FAIRS; AMENDING SECTIONS 7-21-3't03, 

7-Zl-~408, 7-21-3~oq, 7-21-3414t AND 7-21-3~25t HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1· Section 7-21-3403. MCAt is amended to reaa: 

•7-21-3403. Qualifications for office. t~t Persons 

appoint~d 

qualified 

as 

to 

county fair co"""issioners 

oerform the duties of 

succe~sfully carryinq on the county fair. 

shall be well 

orqanizing and 

t~t--~n-ec~e-~he~e-+s-•ft-afty-ee~ft~y-e-~e+~--es§oe+e~+en 

o~--8--ho~~+euttarat--o~--e~r+eu+~~re+-~ee+e~y~-t"e-&oerd-of 

eo~ntv-~o•~+~~+en@r~-•ey-e~~otnt-~ota-~~+~--~e•m~~+eft--~~em 

~he--~emb~r~--o~--~e+~--+ft+~-~~~ee+etfe~-e~-"e~t~eu+~ure+-o~ 

8~r+eut~~re+-~oetetyy-~+w+~~-~referenee-+n-~e+d-e~~e+n~meftt~ 

te-t~~-~ffteers-o+-the-es~oe+~tf&n-er-see+ety•• 

Section 7. Section 7-21-3408t MCA• is amended to read: 

"7-21-3408. Acquisition of property for fair p~rpo5es. 

(lJ The board of county commissioners of any county in 

~ontnnd may pur-chase. receive by donation. or own and hold e 

t~e~t--e~ l~nd In their respectiye countyy-net-e•eeeetn~-+&a 
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ee~e~ as county Tairqrounds eftd-en-aedt~+one+-~~ee~-ef-+end 

tn-th~+~-re~p~~+ve--ee~n~yy--n~--e•eeeG+~~--4e--ee~es~--es 

jun+~--+e+r~~~"~~---~hese--~and~-~ay-~e-~sed-By-~he-eoun~y 

~e+r-eomm+ss+on-fo~-the-pa~~ese-ef-~reee~•n~--the--+~~e~es~s 

ef-ho~~+eu~~arey-eg~+ea+~arey-eftd-stoek~ft+s+n~· 

(Z} The board which shall avail itself of the 

foregoing proYisions may purchase, erect 9 const~uc~. and 

~aint~in per~anent iMprovements on such fairgrounds end 

j~n+~-~e+rqro~"es.• 

Section 1. Section 7-21-3409• MCA, is amended to read: 

"7-21-3409. Lease of county fairgrounds and buildings. 

(1) Boards of county co•missioners are hereby authorized to 

l~ase ~o~--+tm+ted--per+ods--o~-~+Me county fairgrounds and 

buildings thereon on such terms as they shall dee• proper. 

N8--~8se--§ha~+--&e--e~ee~ted-~e--~erm+~--t~e--use-e+-~+d 

~re~+~e~-~~~+n~-e"y-~~.e-w+th+ft-3-wee~s-pP+or-~o-the-he~d+~ 

o~-~-eo~n~-feTrw 

(2) ln the event same are leased for entertainment 

purposes• the county commissioners QL_QQUOtX-falL-~emi~ 

shall collect an amount dee•ea proper hy themy-8~~-fte~-+" 

e•ees~-o~-re•-ef-~he-~ress-reee+p~~-te~eft-+n-ev-~ne--+e~see. 

5etd--pro~erty--s"e+~--~et-he-+eese~-~~+e~~-~~e-+e~~ee-~h8+~ 

~+ve-~-ho~o-~ueh-e~-~he-be~~d-•ey-ft~e~-~~~f~e+eft~• 

1Jl_-~u_l~a~~-ma¥_Q~-~x~~~t~~_uol~~~-tb~-l~~e__glx~ 

bDD~--DL--Q~Qli~-1Labilit¥_and_g£Q~£t¥~mag~_i~ULaD,~QL 

-2- HB 459 
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natb~-_a~ __ aa ___ be __ ~iced __ bx___tbe_ __ buQLd __ _of___~unt¥ 

~ummL5~iaDaL~-a~-tbe-~auat¥-Lile-~~lan. 

f3tiil ~o lease shall be executed unless the l~ssee 

shall agree to furnish adequate police protection over all 

property so leased. Any lease shall be subject to l~ediate 

cancellation by the board QC-~2am~iaa in case tne lessee 

fails to maintain order or to properly police the grounds. 

t4ti~l All eoney received from the leasing of 

fairgrounds shall be deposited in the eeo~ faiL fund of the 

county. 

1~tL61 Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent 

county com~issioners QL_tba_fa~am~~lQQ froM ~~e¥eft~+~~ 

olln.iag schools to use fairgrounds for athletic or other 

14 public school purposes.• 

15 Section 4. Section 7-21-3414t HCA, is amended to read: 

16 •7-Zl-3~1+. Manage•ent of capital improveMent fund. 

17 (1) ~oney for the capital i•provement fund shall be derived 

18 from the unexpended money obtained by the fair co•~ission 

19 under 7-Zl-3410. 

zo (2) The capital i~provement fund may not exceed at any 

21 time a cotnpetent estimate of the cost of t-he adopted capital 

Z1 improvement proqra•• 

23 (3) All interest earned on the !'Ioney in the capital 

24 improve•ent fund shall be paid into the county ~enere+ falL 

Z5 fund." 
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Section s. Section 7-Zl-3~25, MCA, is amended to reaa: 

fl7-21-3425. Boord of directors of fair district. (l) 

TOe tne'llbers of the respective county fair co••issio'ls of the 

counties for~ing a fair district eon~-~~~~@-e sball-2~Riut 

an~_wenbe£-Df-~bel~-komm~~lan_tg-Lbe board of directors for 

the f_=tir district. 

(2) Aft~r a district has been forMed and a county is 

added thereto. the membe~s of the county fai~ co~iss1on of 

the county added to the fair district e~e--~rk@~+se--~e•b@rs 

e~ ~ball_a~aQlDt-Qa~-mam~-at_tb~~-~~an-ta the board 

of d'rectors e~ fQ~ the fair district.• 

-End-
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