HOUSE BILL NO, 437
INTRODUCED BY NEUMAN, TVEIT, ASAY,

KOLSTAD, SHONTZ, VINGER, JACOBSEN,
HARP, DEVLIN, LEE, BLISS

IN THE HOUSE

January 20, 1983 On motion, rules suspended.
Bill allowed to be introduced,

January 21, 1983 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Highways and
Transportation.

February 7, 1983 Committee recommend bill do
pass as amended. Report
adopted.

February 8, 1983 Bill printed and placed on
membars’' desks,

FPebruary 9, 1983 Second reading, do pass.

February 10, 1983 Considered correctly
angrossed,

February 11, 1983 Third reading, passed.

Transmitted to Senate,

IN THE SENATE

February 12, 1983 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Highways and
Transportation,

March 11, 1983 Committee recommend bill be

concurred in as amended.
Report adopted.

March 14, 1983 Second reading, concurred in,
March 16, 1983 On motion, taken from third

“reading and referred to second
reading,



March 16, 1983

March 18, 1983

March 18, 1983

March 31, 1983

April 1, 1983

Second reading, concurred in
as amended.

Third reading, concurred in.
Ayes, 39; Noes, 11,

IN THE HOUSE

Returned to House with
amendmants.

Second reading, amendments
concurred in,

Third reading, amendments
concurred in,

Sent to enrolling.

Reported correctly enrolled.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *™AN ACT TO ﬂEVISE THE GRDSS

INTRODUCED BY ; %0/. /m
L %WM C-
L.

VEHICLE WEIGHT LAWS BY ALLOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO
BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUTORY FORMULAy BY ELIMINATING
THE GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS DOF AXLESes AND BY
ALLOWING MAXIMUM LENGTH GF 95 FEET BY TERM PERMIT;

CORRECTING AN ERRONEQUS REFERENCE; AMENDING SECTIONS

61-20-107 AND 61~-10-124y MCA™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1« Section 61-10~107y MEAs is amended to reads
"41~10~107« Maximum gross weight — when permit

required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of

204000 poundsy and no two consecutive axles wmore than 40

inches or Jess than 96 inches apart may carry a load in

excess of 344000 pounds. For purposes of this sectiony axles

40 inches or less apart are considered as a single axle. A

vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axlese.

The waximum gross weight allowed on & vehicles _group of

axless or combination se——esuthorized—py——this—sectien of

yehicles shall be determined by the formula W equals 500

(LN/N minus 1 plus 12N plus 36} in which W equals gross

wejghty 1 equals wheel base in feets and N equals number of
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consecutive sets of tapndem axles §s 36 feet Or worge
Howevery——the——paxinumt—aHswabie—gross—werght-on—a-group—of
axtes—may-not-excead-the—foltowing-—valuess

2-axtes 48y886—pounds
S—antes 66y 088 —peunds
o-mntes 46y 000-pounds
5-axtes 85v506 -pounds
—antes 96v880—ponunds
T-axtes 105y 500—potndsy
a—artes 185y 508—peunds
-ates 105 v5 08 -pounda

{2) HNotwithstanding a vehicle®s conformance with the
requirements of subsection {1}s its maximum load per inch of
tire widthy excluding the steering axley may not exceed 600
poundsy based on the table in 61-10-105(3).

(3} 1If the gross weight of 3 vehicle or combination
excaeds 809000 poundss the vehicle or combination must have
a special permity which may be issued in the discretion of
the department of highways based on evaluation of safetys
highway capacitys and economics of highway maintenance and

vehicle operatiaon. Tha fee shall be $20 par trip permit or
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$100 per term permite A term permit may not be issued For a
period of time greater than the period for which the GVW
license is valide Owners of vehicles 1licensed in other
jurisdictions mays at the discretion of the departments
purchase permits to expire with their registration. Permits
may specify highway routinge

{4) A special permit issued under subsection 33y (3]
for the <transportation of agricultural products by farm
vehicles from a harvesting combine of other harvesting
machinery to the point of firstc unleoading shall be for the
full term of the harvest season of the agricultural product
transporteds

{5) This section does hot apply to highways which are
a part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 Ue«Se«Cs 127} when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.™

Section 2« Section 61-10-124y MCAy is amended to reag:

"61-10-124. Special permits — fees (1) Except as
provided In subsection (2)(b)s in addition to the regular
registration and gross vehicle weight feesy a fee of $10 for
each trip permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit
issued for size and weight in excess of that specified in
61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements

under special permits on the public highways under the
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jurisdiction of the department.

{2) {a) txcept as provided in subsection (2){iL)s term
or blanket permits may not be jissued for an overwidth
vehicley combination of vehicless loades or other thing in
excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicley cowbination of
vehiclesy loads objects or other thing in excess of 85 23
feet; and an overheight vehicles combination of wehiclesy
loady or other thing in excess of 12 1/2 feety or of 2 limit
determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of
vehiclesy loade or other thing in excess of these dimensions
is limited to trip permitss 2pecial permits for vehicle
combinations of more ifhap 4$wo trailers are not permitted
under this sectiona

{b} A term permit may be issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
{2)}(&@}e The fee for this permit is $75. This parmit covers 2
period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace period.

{3) Except as provided in subsection {2}(b}s a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
period for which the GV¥W license is wvalid as provided in
this titles including grace periods aliowed by this titlee
Cwners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions mays at

the discretion of the departments purchase permits to expire

—dy—
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with their registratione A license required by the state
governs the issuance of a special permite™

—End—
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Approved by Committee
on Highways & Transportation
HOUSE BILL NOe 437
INTRODUCED BY NEUMANy TVEITy ASAY,
KOLSTADy, SHOMT2, VINGERy Ge JACDBSENs

HARPs DEVLIMNy LEEs BLISS

A BIL. FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS
VEHICLE MWEIGHT LAWS BY ALLOHING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO
BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUYORY FORMULAy BY ELIMINATING
THE BROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLESs ANC BY
ALLOWING MAXTMUM LENGTH OF 95 FEET BY TERM PERMIT;
CORRECTING AN ERRONEDUS REFERENCE; AMENDING SECTIONS

61-10-10T AND 61~-10-1244 MCA™

BE 17 ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
saction le Section 61-10-107y 4CAy is amended to read?
n31-10-107. Haximum aross weight -- when permit

requirede (1) An axle may not carry a 1ead in excess of

20,003 poundse 2nd no two consecutive axles more than 40

inches or 1less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in

excess of 34,4000 poundss For purposes of this sections axles

40 inches or less apart are considered as a single axle. A

vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axless

Jhe aaximum qross weight allowed on a vehicley _group .pf

axlgs: oOr combination so--agtherired——by—-this-section af

vehicles shall be determined py the formula W equals 500
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{LN/N minus 1 plus 12N plus 3&) in which W equals qgross
veights L equals wheel base in feets and N equals number of
axlesy__gxcept_that two consecutive setrs of taondem axles_may
Lalry.a.gross_load of 34.000 pounds _each if_ _the gyerall
distapce.__between . _the  first _and Jlast _axles of _such
consecutive sets. _of _tandes .axles is 236 feel . or . _moree
Hewevery--the-—maxtnun——aliowabte-qross-weight-on-s-oroap-of

axtes-may-not-exceed-the-fottowing-votuess

2-antes 48v896-pounds
3-axtes 687088 -pounds
H-antes 8990688 —-paunds
S-nxtes 45¢y500-pounds
&—axtes 984088 -pounds
F-axtes $05v5088-pounyy
8-axtes 185v563-pounds
S-axtes 165y506-pounds

{2) Notwithstanding a wvehicle's conformance wWith the
reguirements of subsection (1)s its maximum l1oad per inch of
tire widthy excluding the steering axles may not exceed 600
pounds s based on the table in 61-10-105(3).

{3) If the gross weight of a4 vehicle or combination
exceeds BO,000 poundsy the venicle or combination must have
a special permits which may be issued in the discretion of

tha deparcment of highways based on evaluation of safetys

-2 Ha €37
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highway capacitys and economics of highway maintenance and
vehicle operation. The fee shall be $20 per trip permit or
£100 par tarm permite A term permit may not be issued for a
period of time greater than the period for which the GvW
license is valide OCuwners of wvehicles licensed in other
jurisdictions mayy at the discreticen of the department,
purchase permits to expire with their registrations Permits
may s>ecify highway routings

{4) A special permit issued under subsection %3 {3)
for the transportation of agricultural products by farm
vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvesting
machinery to the point of first unloading shall be for the
full term of the harvest season of the agricultural product
transportede.

{5) This section dees not apply to highways which are
a part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 UeS<Cs 127) when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.®

Section 2. Sectlon 61-10-124y MCAs is amended to read:

®"61-10-124. Special permits -- fee. (1) Except as
provided in subsection {Z)(b}s in addition to the reqgular
registration and gross vehicle weight feesy 3 fee of $}0 for
each trip permit oand a fee of $75 for each term permit

issued for size and weight in excess of that specified in
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61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements
under special permits on the public highways wunder the
juristiction of the department.

(2} {a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)s term
or blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth
vehicley combination of vehicless loads or other thing in
excess of 15 feet; an overlength wvehiclesy combination of
vehiclesy, Joady objecty, or other thing in excess of 85 23
feeti and an overheight vehicley combination of vehicless
Yoady ar other thing in excess of 13 172 festy or of a Vimit
deternined by the department. A vehicles combination of
vehiclesy loads or other thing in excess of these dimensions
is limited to trip permitse. Special _permits _for_ _yehicle
combivations _of _more_ _than. _iwo trailecs. are oot pscmlitted
under this-sections SEECEAL_PERMITS EOR.YEHICLE COMSINAYIONS
MAY_SPECIEY HIGHWAY RQUTING_AND OTHERWISE. LIMII (S PRESCRIGE
CONDITIONS OF. QPERATION _OF THE _VEHICLE QR __COMBINATIONs
INCLURING _BUY__NOT__LIMITED__I0Q _REQUIRED EQUIPMENTYs SPFFDe
SIABILLIIY: QPEKATIOQNAL _PROLEDURESe AND JNIUBANLCES

{P} A term permit may be iss5ued to 3 dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(2)(2)e The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers a

period of 1 vyear and expires on Decepber 31 of each year

with no grace perioda

—4— HB 437
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{3) £Except as provided in subsection [(2)}(b)e @ pernit
may not ©be issued for a period of time greater than the
perioZ for which the GVYW license is valid as provided in
this titley including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions mays at
the discretion of the departments purchase permits to expire
with thelr registrations A license reguired by the state
governs the issuance of a special peraita®

—-End-
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HOUSE BRILL NDe 437
INTRODUCED 8Y NEUMANe TVEITy ASAY.
KOLSTAD, SHONTZy VINGERy Ge JACOBSENS

HARPy ODEVLINy LEEs BLISS

A BIL_ FDR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS
YEHILLE WEIGHT LAWS B8Y ALLOWING THE MAXTIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO
8F DETERMINED JSING THE STATUTORY FORMULAy BY ELIMINATING
THE SR0SS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AKLESe AND BY
ALL2WT NG #AXTHUM  LENGTH OF Q93 FEET  AY TERH PERMITS
CHR? 2TTING AN cRRONEOUS REFERENCE; AMEMNDING SFLTIONS

ol=10-10T7T ANU 51=10-1244 “(A,"

#F 17 SHACTED BY TWE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:Z
Jaction le Section AL—-10=10T7s ALA, is amended Lo read:
oy 1=-10=-10T7. Maximum 3ross weigqht -- when permit

regquireds (1) An axle may not carry a loaag in excess of

2C¢NCI poundsy 2na ne two consecutive axles 7nore than 40

inchas or l2ss than 9% inches apart say carry a load in

3zcass »f 34,750 pounds. for ourposas of this sectione axles

47 jnches or '2ss apart are considered as a single axle. A

vaniclz or combination ®may not nave more than nins axlas.

The p2cimum 2rdss weight allowed ‘on a vaniclies. _gioupn _af

2xl2ir 2r <oRbiration so—-—smgkharized--by--tnt+s-section of

¥2niclzs sh2ll be getermined by the Formula w eguals 5GC
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(LN/N  minus L plus 12N plus 36) in which W eguals gross
weights L equals wheel base in feety and N equals number of
axlesy __gxcept thai_ twa.consequtiwe seis of tandem sxles may
CaLry_ a_gressi_load.of 34,000 _poungs. _sach__if_ _xhe _overall
distacce___betwesn __the _first. . and_ _lask_ _axles _of _such
consecutive sets._of _tfandem _axles _is_.36._fger  or _mare.
Honeyary-—the--maimum—-atiowable-grosa-naicht-on—a-group—of

axtes-may-not-exceed-the-foltowina-votuvese

2-axtes 48v680~-pounds
J-antes lﬁQvBBB-pounds
Lf-antes £80+000-pounds
S—ax¥§s A5¢5673-pourds
&~axtes 99y 8e-pounds
F-axtes 3H5v50e~pounds
B-ax}eé . 185¢v588-pounas
F-axtey ' 168595980-paunda

2] Hotwighstanding a vehicle's conformance with the
fequirements of subsegtion (1)y its maximum load per inch of
tire widths excluding the steeriny axls, may not exceed 500
poundsy based on the table in 61-10-195(3).

{3) If the gross wz2ight of a vehicle or <combination
excae~t B0,000 pnunadss the vanicle or combination must pave
a soectal permite which may be issued in the adiscretion aof

tha Adznartment of hidhways based on eyaluation of safetys

-2~ HA 437
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highwa2y capacity» and economics of hignway‘ raintenance and
vehicle operation. The fee shall be $20 per trip permit or
$100 par tarm permits A term permit may not be issued for a
period of time greater than the period for which the GV
license is valide Ouwners of vehicles licensed in other
jurisdictions maye at the discretion of the department,
purchase permits to expire with their registratione Permits
may srecify highway routinge

{®) A special permit issued under subsection %3 (3}
for tne transportation of agricultural products by farm
vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvesting
machiner* to the point of first unloading shall be for the
full térn of the harvest season of the agricultural product
transporteds

{5) This section does not apply to highways which are

a part of the national system of interstate and defense

highways (as referred to in 23 Ja5eCe 127) when application

of this section would oprevent this state from receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.”
Section 2« Section 61-10-124+ MCAs is amended to read:
"61~10-124. Special permits -~ fees (1} Except as
pravided Iin subsection (2){b)}s in addition +to the regular
registration and qross vehicle weight feesy a fee of $10 for
each trip permit and a fee of $T5 for each term permit

issuved for size and weight In excess of that specified in

-3- HB 437
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61-10-101 through 61-10-11G shall be paid fur ‘all sovements
under special permits on the public nighways under the
juristiction of the department.

{Z) {a) Except as provided in subsection [Z2)(b}s terrw
or blanket permits m3y not be issued for an overwidth
vehicley combination of vehiclese loads or other thing in
excess of 15 feet3 an overlength vehicley combination of
veniclesy, loads object, or otner thing in excess of 85 25
feet; and an overheight vehicles combination of wvehicless
loads or other thing in excess of 12 1/2 feety or of a limit
deterninad by the departmente A wvehicley combination of
vehicless l1oads or other thing in excess of these dimensions
is limited to trip permitse special..perpits__for _vehicle
rerbioations-_of _more__thao._two_trailecs_ace_not peraiited
undﬂ(-thli*secilnua,SEECIAL_BEEHlIS.EDR_lEdlCLE;EDHBINLIIQHS
MAY SPECIEY HIGHJAY ROUTING AND OTHERWISE LIMIT. QR PRESLRIZE
CONDITIONS OF_ QPERAIION _QF THE _MEHICLE 02  COMBINAILON:
INCLUDING _BUT__NOY__EIMITEQ. TO . REQUIRED EQUIPMENYs SPEEDS
SYTABILLIYs OPERATIUNAL PROCEDURES o AND INSUBANCES

(b} A term permit ®may be issueg to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
{2)(a). The fee for this permit is %75« This permit covers a

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year

with no grace periode.

—g HB 437
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{(3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)s a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
parioZ for which the GVH license is valid as provided in
this titles including grace periods allowed by this title.
Owners of wvehicles licensed in other Jurisdictions may, at
the discretion of the departments purchase permits to expire
with their registrations A 1license required by the state
goveras the issuvance of a special perdiits"

-End=
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March 11, 1983

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT
(Highways & Transportation)

That House Bill No. 437 be amended as follows:

1. Title.

Strike: 1line 10 in its entirety

Insert: "ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM LENGIH FOR TRAILERS AND
SEMITRAILERS IN CERTAIN COMBINATIONS AND ALLOWING MAXIMUM
LENGTHE OF 75 FEET FOR OTHER COMBINATIONS WITHOUT SPECIAL
PERMIT AND 95 FEET WITH SPECIAL PERMIT;"

2. Title, line 11.
Following: "SECTIONS"
Insert: "61-10-104,"

3. Page 1.
Following: Line 14 : ‘
Insert: "Section 1. Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read:
"61-10-104. Length. (1) A single truck, bus, or any
self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, may not have an
overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess
of 40 feet.

(2) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination,
the semitrailer may not exceed 48 feet in length, excluding
those portions not designed to carry a load, except ag provided
by 61-10-124. When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer
combination, the semitrailer and trailer may not exceed 28% feet
each in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a:
load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semi-trailer
and truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combinations are not
subject to an overall combination length limit. A-combination-of
track-and-tratterr-tractor-and-semrtratiery;-tractor-semttratiery
fulti-tratierr-or-tractor-semitraiier-semitraiter-cenverted-to-a
traiter-by-use-of-a-doily-equipped-with-a-fifth-wheet= All other
combinations of wvehicles may not have an overall length, inclusive
of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65- 75 feet, except as
provided by 61-10-124. If the combination consists of more than
two units, the rear units of the combination shall be eguipped
with breakaway brakes. ‘

' (3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle,
and a motor vehicle may not draw more than two motor vehicles
attached to it by the dual saddle-mount method; that is, by
mounting the front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another,
leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact with the
roadway, nor may this cembination have an overall length,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65 feet.

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds
*manufacturers rated capacity" may not tow more than one trailer
or seimtrailer, nor may this combination have an overall length,
inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65 feet."

4., Renumber: Subsequent sections
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HOUSE BILL NOs 437
INTRODUCED B8Y NEUMANe TVEITe ASAYy
KDLSTADy SHONTZs YINGERy Ge JALOBSENs

HARPy DEVLIN+ LEEy BLISS

A BILL FGR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT T0 REVISE THE GROSS
VEHICLE WEIGHT LANWS BY ALLOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO
BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUTORY FORMULAy BY ELIMINATING
THE GROSS MWEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLESs AND BY
ALEAHEN6——MAKIMU M-~k ENGF H—BF— =95~ ~FEEF-~B¥ —~~FERM——~PERNEFY
ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM_ LENSIH. FQR_IREAILERS AND SEMITRAILERS_IN
CERYALN._ _COMBINATIONS AND ALLDWING MAXIMUM LENGIH OF T5 EEEY
EQ8_QYHER _LCOMBINATIONS WITHOUT SPECIAL _PERMIT. _AND. 95 _FERT
HIIH__SBECXAL. _PERMIL:i CORRECTING AN ERKONEOUS REFERENCE;

AMENDING SECTIONS £l1=1D=10%4s 61-10-10Ts AND 61-10-1244 MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
SECIION la-  SECTION 6A-10-104s MCAs 15 AHENDED X0 BEAD:
*51-10-104« Lendgthe (1} A single trucky buse or any

sel f-propelled vehicle, unladen or with toad: may not have

an overall lengthy inclusive of front and rear bumperss: in
excess of 40 Feete

{2) A-—ecombination-—of--truck-ond-treitervy—tractor-and
semiervitapy——-———eractor-senttraiter-futi-eraitery—~-~----or

trector-semitratber—senitrairter-—converted——to-—a-traiter-sy
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use-af-a-dedty—equipped-—with—a—frfth-wheed ¥hep used _jin _a
truck _tractor=sesitrailsc - combinations tbe sesitraller may
oot excenad S8 feei_in lengths excluding those_ .portjops not
designed . to__gacry a.loads except a3 provided. bx.6lzi0-12%.
WheO___used___in_ @& __ truck  tractor-semitrajlerctrailer
combinations _the semitrailer _and _trailer way not gxceed
28 172 _feet each Jn_lepngibs . excluding _tbose rortions. oot
desigped__Lo _carry_a load. except as provided by £1=10-124a
Yruck.. . __tractogcSesitrailec . . aod . . tEuck
tractorzsemlirailer=trailer _combinations_are nol subiecs to
an_overall combination length lisite ALl other _combinatiops

of __xehicles wmay mot have an overall lengthe inclusive of
front and rear bumpersy in excess of 65 J5 feets _except .as
pravided. by  £1=10=124« If the combination consists of more
than two unitss the rear units of the combination shall be
aequipoed with breakaway brakes.

{3) A wmotor vehicle may not tow more than ane motor
vehicley and a motor vehicle may not draw more than two
motor vehicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount
method; that is» by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle
on thz bed of anothers Teaving only the rear wheels of the
vehicle in contact with <the rodadwayr nor may this
combination have an overall lengths inclusive of front and
rear bumperss in excess of 55 feete

{4) A passenger vehicle or truck of Yess than 2,000

-2- HB 437
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pounds "manufacturers® rated capacity™ may not tow more than
one tralter or semitrailery nor may this combination have an
overall VYengthes inclusive of front and rear bumpersy in
excess of 65 feet.™

Section 2« Section 41-10-10Ty MCAs Is amepded to read:

®51-10-107. Maximum gross waight -- when permit
required. {1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of
20,000 poundse and nc two consecutive axles mere than 40
inches or 1ess than 96 inches apart may carry a load in
excess of 34+000 poundse For purposes of this sectiony axles
40 inches or less apart are considered as a single axles A
vehicle or combination may not have more than nipe axles.
The maximum gross welght allowed on a vehicles group of
axless or cowbination so~-autherized--by--this--seetion gof
wahicles shall be deterpined by the formula W equals 500
{LH/N minus I plus 12N plus 36) in which W equals gross
weighte L equals wheel base in feety and N equals number of
axless_gxcent that_two consecutive sets af tandem axles  may
carcy _a__.gross. load,. _uf_  3%:000 pounds_each-if_ toe overall
distance _between _the first _and. last _axles of  such
copsecutive_ sets__of tondes _axles _is 36 feet _or morge
Hoavwevery-the-maxinua-aitowabie—gross-wetght-on-~n—-—groop—~of

axies-may-not-excead-the-fotiowing-vatuese

2-axtes 46v880-pounds
I-axtes 69vy888~-pounds
—3- HB 437

10
11
12
13
16
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
2%

F4-2

HB 0437703

d-axkes 88y588-ponnds
S5—-axtes 859588-pounds
6~ axtes 96y 89d-pounds
F-oxtes 185¢580-pounds
G-axles 165y 580 -poundy
S-axtes 1854588 -pounds

{2) Notwithstanding a vehicle's conformance with the
requirements of subsection {(1l)s its maximum load per inch of
tire widthy excluding the steering axles may not exceed 600
poundss based on the table in 61-10-105{3}.

t3) 1If the gross weight of 8 vehicle or combination
exceads B0s000 poundss the vehicle or combination smust have
a special permity which may be issued in the discretion of
the dapartment of highways based on evaluation of safetyy
highway capacityy and economics of highway m2intenance and
vehiclte aperation. The fee shall be 320 per trip permit or
$100 per term parmit. A term permit may not be issued for a
period of time greater than the period for which the GVH
licens2 is valids Owners of vehicles licensed in other
jurisdictions maysy at the discretion of the departments
purcnase permits to expire with their registrations Permits
may specify hlghway routings

(4} A specl2) pernit issued under subsectlion 3 (3}
for the transportation of agricultural products by farw
vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvasting
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machinery to the point of first unioading shall be for the
full tarm of the harvest season of the agricultural product
transported.

(5) This section does not apply to nighways which are
a part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referred to in 23 U«S+Ca 12T) when application
af this section would prevept this state Ffrom receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.”

Section 3. Section 61-10-124y MCAs is amended to read:

"61-10-12%. Special permits -- fees (1) Except as
provided in subsection (2j(b)» in addition to the regular
registration and coross vehicle weight fees, a fee of 510 for
each trip permit and a fee of $7% for each term perait
issued for size and weight in excess of that specified in
61-10-i01 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements
under special permits on the public nighways under the
jurisitiction of the departmente.

(2) ({a) Except as provided in subsection {2){b}e term
ar blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth
vehiclesy combination of wvehiclesy ltoady or other thing in
axcess of 15 feet; an overtength vehicler combination of
vehicless toady object, or other thing in excess of 85 395
feet; and an overhelght venlcles combination of vehicless
loads or other thing in excess of 13 1/2 feety or of a limit

determined by the departments A vehicles combination of
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vehiciasy loady or other thing in excess of these dimensions
is limited to trip permits. special __permpits _for vwvehicle
ceshinations__of _more. . than two_ trailecs_ore not_pecmitted
under_this_sections SPECIAL PERMITS FOR.YEHICLE COMBINATIONS
MAY_SPECIFY HIGHWAY RQUTING ANO OTHERWISE LIMIT QR _PRESCRIGE
CONDITIONS QE__OPERATION OF THE. MEHICLE _OR__COMBINAYIONS
INCLUDING BUT NOT ¢ IMITED _T0 _REQUIRED EQUIPMENTs SPEFDe
SIABILITYs DPERATIONAL _PROCEDURESs AND _INSURANCES

(b} A term permit way be issued to a dealer in
implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an
overwi dth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsectlion
{2){(a)e The fee for this permit is $75« This permit covers a
period of 1 vear and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace periode

{3) Except as provided 1n subsection (2){(b}+ a permit
m3y not be issued for a period of tiwe greater than the
period for which the GVW license is wvalid as provided in
this titles including grace periods allowed by this titlee
Owners of wehictes licensed in other jurisdictions wmays at
the discretion of the departments purchase permits to expire
with their registrations A Jlicense required by the state
goverts the issuance of a special permit."

=End~-
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March 16, 1983
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT

That House Bill No. 437 be amended as follows:

1. Title, line 9.
Following: "AXLES,"
Insert: "BY PROVIDING FOR CHANGING THE 7% ALLOWANCE TO A 5%
ALLOWANCE ON TOTAL GROSS AND AXLE WEIGHT LIMITATIONS FOR

ALL VEHICLES OR COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES NOT TRANSPORTING
LIVESTOCK "

2. Title, line 15.
Strike: "AND"
Insert: "," _
Following: "61-10-124,"
Insert: "AND 61-10-144,"

3. Page 6.
Following line 22.
Insert: "Section 4. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to
read: ' .
"61l-10-144. Violation of standards - seven pereent allew-
anee tolerance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for a person,

firm, or corporation to violate any provision of 61-10~101
through 61-10-110.

(2) Howéever, the operator of a vehicle or combination
of vehicles may move over the highways to the first
open state scale, permanent or portable, without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in
61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable
total gross weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7%
1f the vehicle or combination of vehicles is transportlng
livestock, and if the weight carried by any axle or
combination of axles does not exceed the allowable axle
weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the

vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporthg
livestock. 1In the event the vehicle or combination of
vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross
or axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting
1ivestock, the department may issue “a single trip permit
for the fee of $10 for allowing said vehicle or
combination of vehicles to move over the highways to

the first facility where its load can be safely adjusted
or to its destination. Violations of total gross or
axle welght limitations in excess of 5%, or 7% if the
vehicle or combination of vehicles is “transporting
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livestock, are subject to the fines provided in 61-10-145,
and all loads in excess of 7% 5% of total gross or axle
weight limitations, or 7% if the vehicle or combination
.of vehicles is transporting livestock, must be adjusted
or reduced to conform to the size and weight limitations
before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved
from the point of weighing.

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles
subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(2) may move over

a highway, except any highway which is part of the federal-
aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of the
harvested field to the point of first unloading, without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in
61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or
combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable weight
limitations by more than 20% per axle by the maximum
load per inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds.
The vehicle or combination of vehicles may not exceed

40 miles per hour. No single trip permit as required

in subsection (2) shall be applicable to such vehicle

or combination of vehicles. When such vehicle or
combination of vehicles violates any of the provisions
of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed shall
apply to that portion of the load above the legal limit."
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HOUSE BILL NO. 437
INTRODUCED BY NEUMANe TVEIT, ASAYs
KOLSTADy SHONTZ+ VINGERs JACOBSENs

HARPy DEVLINy LEEs BLISS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *aN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS
YEHICLE WETIGHT LANS BY ALLOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TD
BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUTGRY FORMULAs BY ELTMINATING
THE  GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS GOF AXLES, BY
ERQ¥IQING EOR _CHANGING _TIHE 7 PERCENI _ALLDWANCE .JO A S
SERCENT ALLOWANCE ON JOTAL GROSS AND AXLE WEIGHT LIMITATIGNS
EQ8__.alL.. YEHICLES OR COMBINATIONS. . _OFE__YEHICLES _NOT
IEANSPORTIING LIYESIOCKs AND BY ALESWINS-~MAXRIMUM-EEMBTH-BF-95
FEEF--BY--FERM--PERMEIFy ESTABLISHING.  MAXIMUM. _LENGIH__ _EQR
ISAXLERS __ANO__SEMITRAILERS _IN__CERTAIN _CCMBINATIONS _AND
ALLOBING MAXIMUM_ LENGIH QE_.Z5_EEEY _FQR__DIHER _COMBINATIONS

WITHOJE _SPECTAL_ PERMIT__ANQ. .95 . EEEI WITH SPECIAL PERMIT:
CORRECTING AN ERRONEDUS  REFERENCE:  AMENDIMG  SECTIONS

bl=1i-)10%s 61-10-107s AND 61-10-124y AND_41-10-1%%s MCAL"™

BE IT EVNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
SECTION Yo _SECTION $1-)0=l04s BCAs IS AMENDEDQ ID _READ:
*51-10-104« Lenqtha (1) A single trucky buss oOr any

self-oropelled vehicles unladen or with loady may not have

an ova2rall lengths inclusive of frant and rear bumpersy in
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excess of 40 feet.

(2} #k-combination—of-truck-and--traitery-—tractor--and
semnitrailteprper—ro-—tractor—senitraiter—fuli-troilery—e————or
tractor—senitraiter—senitratier-converted-to-~g--trarter——by
use—of--a--dotty-equipped-with-a—fifeh-wheet When uysed . in a
truck tractor=semitraller combipatioons the _semitrailec _may
ook._.excsed. 48 _feqt io leogibs excluding those portions oot
designed-to_carry_a.loads except as provided by 61-10-12%4a
Bhen._ __used____io___a___truck _ fractoc-semitrailer-traller
cophipatigos the semitrailer _apd .trailer__may _gor_ _exceed
28.1/2__fesX__gach__ip__lsogtha_sxcluding those portions.pot
desigoed to cacry a_loads_except_as provided by £1-10-32%a
Icuck. oo . tractor-semitraller and truck
tracior=seplirailer-trajler _combipations _are ook subject _to
a0..gyarall.combioation leogtb. limits. All. other coabinations

af _yehicles may not have an overall lengthe inclusive of

front and rear bumperss in excess of 65 15 feety gxcept as
provided by _61-10-124%+« If the combination consists of more
than two unitss the rear units of the combination shall be
equipred with breakaway brakese.

{31 A moter vehicle may not tow more than one wotor
vehicley and a motor vehicle may not draw more than two
motor vehicles attached to it &y the dual saddle-mount
method; that ise by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle

on the bed of anothers leaving only the rear wheels of the
kKEFEREwCE BILL
-2 HD 437

SECOND PRINTING
with amendments dated 3/16
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venicl2 in contact with the roadwayy nor may this
compination have an averall lengthy inclusive of front and
rear bumpersy in excess of 65 Feete

(4} A passenger vehicle or truck of 1less than 2,000
pounds "manufacturers® rated capacity®” may not tow more than
one trailer or semitrailery nor may this combination have an
overall tYengths inclusive of front and rear bumpersy in
excess of 65 feet.™

Section 2« Section 61-~10-107y MCAy is amended to read:

*51-10-10T. Maximum gross wejight -—-- when permit
requirede (1) An axlie may not carry a 1oad in excess of
209000 poundss and no two consecutive axles more than 40
inches or 1less than 9% inches apart may carry a load in
excess of 34,000 poundss For purposes of this sectiony axles
40 inches or Yess apart are considered as a single axlee A
vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axless
The maximum gross welght allowed on a vehicles . group. af
axless or combination se--sutherired--by--tnts-seetion gf
¥ebiclas shall be determined by the formula W equals 500
(LN/N minus 1 plus 12M plus 36) In which W equals gross
weights L equals wheel base in feets and N equals number of
axless__except that_iwo consecutive.sets of tatdew.axles may
carry.a.gross.load. of .24:000 .pounds.__gach  if. the. owerall
distagoe . betwecn . the_ _ first..and  last axles _of  _such

‘consecutive. sers.. of  tandew. caxles. . is. 3o, fmebL _or _more.
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Howevery-—the-——maximum-—-aliowabie-gross-warght-on-a-grouvp—of

axies-may-not-excesd-the~fottowing-vatraess

2-axtes 48v0880-pounds
3-axtes 689 588—poundy
4-~axtes 89y 880—-pounds
S+anbes 85y586-pounds
6~axtes 90y@68-pounds
F-axles +85v580-pounds
9-axtes : 1685y 508-pounds
9-axtes ' ' 1905v588-pounds

{2) Notwithstanding a vehicle®s conformance with the
requirzments of subsection (1l)s its maximum load per inch of
tire widthe excluding the steering axles may not exceed 5090
pounds s based on the table in 61-10~-105(3).

{3) 1If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination
exceeds B0.000 poundss the vehicle or combination must have
a special permite which may be Issued in the dlscretion of
the dapartment of highways based on evaluation of safetys
highway capacitys and economics of highway maintenance and
vehicle operatione The fee shall be 320 per trip permit or
$100 per term permite A term permit may not be issued for a
period of time greater than the period for which the GVNW
license is valide Owners of wvehicles Ticensed in other

jurisgictions mays at the discretion of the departmsents

—4- HB 437
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purchise permits to explre with thelr registrations. " Permits
may specify highway routing.

(4) A special permit Issued under subsection ¢y (3}
for the transportation of agricultural products by farm
vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvesting
machinery to the point of first unloading shall be for the
full term of the harvest season of the agricultural product
transported.

{5) FThis section does not apply to highways which are
a part of the national system of interstate and defense
highways (as referrad to in 23 U.S«l. 127} when application
of this section would prevent this state from receiving
federal funds for highway purposes.®

Section 3. Sectlon 41=10-124y MCAy is amended to read:

*51-10=124« Spacial pearmits -— fee. (1) Except as
provided {n subsection (2}{b)s in addition to the regqular
registration and gross vehicle weight feesy a fee of $10 for
each trip permit and a fea of $75 for each term permit
issue?! for size and weight in extess of that specified in
61-10-10F through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements
under special permits on the public highways under the
jurisdiction of the department.

{2} (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)s term
or blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth

vehicles combination of vehiclesy loady or ather thing in

- - H8 437
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excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicley, combination of
vehiclass loads objects or other thing in excess of 85 95
feet; and an overheight vehicles combination of vehicless
Toads or other thing In excess of 13 172 feets or of a Vimit
deterrinad by the departments A vehicley combination of
vehicless 10ade or other thing in excess of these dimensions
is limited to trip permitss special__permits _for _yehicle
combinaticos__of __moce__thao. two.trallers are pot permitted
uadec_this.sections SPECIAL PERMITS FOR YEHICLE COMBINATIONS
HAI-EBEEIEI.HIGHHA!_BQHILHE_ANQ_QIHEBHISE.LLHII,QB_EBESCKIBE
CONDITIONS OF _OPERATION _QF JHE YEHICLE OR _COMBINATIONs
INCLUDING _BUT _NOT_ _LIMITED _IO0 REQUIRED EQUIPMENIs SPEEQ.
SIARILIXY: ORFRAIIONAL_PROCEQURESe AND INSURANCE.

(b} A term permit may be issued to a dealer in
implements of husban&ry and self-propelleqd machinery for an
overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection
(2){a)s The fee for this permit is $7%. This permit covers a
pericd of 1 vyear and expires on December 31 of each year
with no grace period.

{3) Except as provided in subsection (zl(bp. a permit
may not be issued for a period of time greater than the
perioc? for which the GVYW license is valid as provided In
this titley including grace periods altlowed by this titlee
Owners of wehicles licensed in other jurisdictions mays at

the discretion of the departments purchase permits to expire

—&6= HB 437
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with their registrationes A license required by the state
governs the issuance of a special permit.”

SECTION §e  SECTIUN 61=1Q-144%s MCas IS AMENDED IO READ:

*5i=-10-1%4s Violation of standards -- Qe?én-—pereent
atiowanee ftolgrapcee (1) It is a misdemeanor fér a persons
firms or corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101
through 61-10-110.

(2) Howevers the operator of a vehicle or combination
of vehicles may move over the highways to the first open
state scales permaﬁént or portables without incurring the
excess welght penaltjes set forth in 61-10+145 if the total
gross weight of the.vehic]e or combination of vehicles does
not exceed allowable total Qro5s weight limitations by wore
than 3Zs_or 7% If_the vehicle or combinaticn of vehicles is
transaocting. livestocks and if the _weight. cacrcied by aay
axle. .oc__coshipation of axles. does got gxceed_the _allowabls
arle.welpht lisitations by _more  thao 5% .or I Iif the
vebicle.__or __combisation __of. _.vehligles _is._frapsoortiog
1livestocks In the event the veahicle of combination of
vaehlclas is not in excess of the allowable Lpial gepss.or
axle weight limitations by more than 3%z __or 7% if__the
mehlnla___nL,.-:ouhgpasinn.-_nt.__:ahislﬂs;-is__zzansunnxins
lixestocikr the department may issue 3 single trip permit for
the fee of $10 for allowing said vehicle or combinatlion of

vehicles to move over the highways to the first facility
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where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination.
violations of_total yross..or. .axls .weigbt _limitatiops in
excess of 5¥s..grf 7% if__the _vehicle _or combination of
¥ehicles is transporting lixestocks are subject to the fines
provided in 61-10-145, and all loads in excess of I .of..the
total gross_or_axle.weigbt.limitationss or 7% if_the wehicls
gr_.gogbinatico. of yebicles is trapspQriing livestocks must
be adjusted or reduced to conform to the size and weight
limitations before the vehicle or combirnation of wehicles is
moved from the point of weighinge

{3} An operator of a vehicle or combination of
vehicl as subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(2) may wmove
over a highways except any highway which is part of the
federal-aid interstate systems within a 50-mile radius of
the harvested field to. the point of first unloadings without
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth In 61-10-145
if the total gross weight of the vehicle or combination of
vehicles does not exceed allowable weight limitations by
more than 20% per axle but the maximum Yoad per inch of tire
width may not exceed 670 poundss The vehicle or combination
of vahicles may not exceed 40 miles per hour. No single trip
permit as required In subsection (2) shall be applicable to
such vehicle or combination of vehicless When such vehicle
or combination of vehicles vicolates any of the proevisions of

this subsection, the fire or penalty imposed shall apply te
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that portion of the load above the tegal limit."

~End-
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