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IN THE HOUSE 

On motion, rules suspended. 
Bill allowed to be introduced. 

Introduced and referred to 
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Transportation. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 
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Introduced and referred to 
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Committee recommend bill be 
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reading. 
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Sec::ond reading, concurred in 
as amended. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
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concurred in. 

Third readingt amendments 
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Sent to enrolling. 
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INTRODUCED BY rr4~_ -;A~ Uf<''!"Jn '~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE 

VEHICLE WEIGHT LAWS BY ALLOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TD 

BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUTORY FORHULAt BY ELIMINATING 

1 fHE GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLES• AND BY 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ALLOWING MAXIMUM LENGTH OF 95 FEET BY TERH PERMIT; 

CORRECTING AN ERRONEOUS REFERENCE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

61-1D-l07 AND 61-lo-124, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-lQ-107, MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•61-10-107. Maximum gross weight when permit 

required. (1) An axle •ay not carry a load in excess of 

20,000 pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

inches or Jess than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 349 000 pounds. For purposes of this section, axles 

40 inches or less apart are considered as a single axle. A 

vehicle or co•bination may not have more than nine axles. 

The ~naximum gross weight allowed on a vehicle• groyp of 

il.l!.1!l.!i.!. or cooabinatl on ..., _ __..,..~-ey--~~~- lU 

yebjcles shall be determined by the formula W equdls 500 

(LN/N •inus 1 plus lZtl plus 36) in which W equals gr0$5 

weight, l equals wheel base in feet• and N equals nu•ber of 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

IB 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

LC 0845/01 

axles• except that two cgnsecutive sets gf tandew axles ga1 

carry a gross lqpd of 34.000 pgunds each if the overall 

~ance between the first and last ax1es gf such 

consecuti¥£ sets gf tandem axles is 36 {@et gr mgrg. 

aNJes .,., rooio--eee.l-ioRe-f'&++ow+t~~-...,. 

rett.J.es-

~-etH-es 

st-ttJt.f.~ 

~ax J-et 

6--~ 

'f--~ 

&--....~ 

9-atH-es 

4&yfl86-pean<H 

6- ""~"d' 
&6y9QI!-p-.h 

&~,., ..... !~ 

98?ee&-p<>-

HS.,~-

~-fie, .. -
(2) Notwithstanding a vehicle•s conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (1)• its maximum load per inch of 

tire width, excluding the steering axle, may not exceed 600 

pounds, based on the table in 61-lG-105(3). 

(3} If the gross w~ight of a vehicle or combination 

exc2eds ao.ooo poundst the vehicle or co.Oination must have 

a specjal permit 9 which ~ay be issued in the discretion of 

the department of highways based on evaluation of safetyt 

highway capacity 9 and econo~ics of highway ~aintenance and 

vehicle operation. The fee shall be $20 per trip permit or 
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$100 per term permit. A term permit may not be issued for a 

period of tim~ greater than the period for which the GVW 

license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department, 

purchase permits to expire with their registration. Permits 

may specify highway routing. 

{4) A special permit issued under subsection t~ ~ 

for the transportation of agricultural products by farm 

vehicles fro• a harvesting combine or other harvesting 

machinery to the point of first unloading shall be for the 

full term of the harvest season o'f the agricultural product 

transported. 

(5) This section does not apply to highways which are 

a part of the national system of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127) when application 

of this secti-on would prev@nt this state from receiving 

federal funds for highway purposes.• 

Section 2. Section 61-10-124y MCAt is amended to read: 

•61-10-124. Special permits -- fee. 

provided In subsection (2)(b)t in addition to 

I 1) Except as 

the regular 

registration and gross vehicle weight feesy a fee of $10 for 

each trip permit and a fee of S75 for each term permit 

issued for size and weight in excess of that specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all eGvements 

under special permits on the public highways under the 

-3-
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jurisdiction of the department. 

(2) (a) except as provided in subsection (l)(b)w term 

or blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth 

vehicle 9 combina~ion of vehicles, Joadw or other thing in 

excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, coMbination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess o~ 85 ~2 

feeti and an ove~height vehicle, combination of vehicle~, 

load, or other thing in excess of 13 1/2 feet. or of e 1 ;mit 

determined by the depdrt~ent. A vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, Joadt or other thing In excess of these dimensions 

is 1 i~nited to trip perrtits. Special pecmjts for yghjcle 

combjoatjons of mgre than two trailers are not permjtted 

yndgr tbjs sectjgn. 

(b) A term permit May be issued to a dealer in 

i mpl e.ents of hu~bandry and self-propelled machinery for dil 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(Z)(a). The fee for this permit is $75. This permit covers q 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each ye~r 

with no grace period. 

(3) Ex~ept as provided in subsection (2}(b), a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for vhich the :;·-tw license is valid as provid~d in 

this title, including grace periods a11oved by this title. 

owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may. at 

the discretion of the department, purchase permits to ~xpire 

-4-
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1 with their registration. A license required by the state 

2 governs the issuance of a special pe~mit.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

HOUSE BILL NO• 437 

INTRODUCED BY NEUMANt TVEITt ASAYt 

KOLSTAD, SHONTZ, VINGERt Go JACOBSENt 

HARPt DEVLIN, LEEt BLISS 

A BIL_ FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS 

VEHICLE WEIGHT LAWS BY ALLOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO 

BE DETERMINED 'JSING THE STATUTORY FORMULA, BY ELIMINATING 

9 THe r,ROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLESo ANO BY 

10 ALLO~I~G MAXIMUM LENGTH OF 05 FEET BY TERM PERMIT; 

11 CDR~ECTING A~ ERRONEOUS REFERENCE; AMENDING SECTIONS 

12 bl-10-107 AND b1-10-124, MCAo" 

13 

14 BF IT ENACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

15 Section 1. Section 61-10-107, ~CAt is amended to read: 

16 "Sl-10-107. Maximum oross weight when permit 

17 required. (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of 

16 zo,ooJ pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

19 inches or less thdn 96 inches apart May carry a load in 

20 excess of 34 9 000 pounds. For purposes of this section, axles 

21 40 inc~es or less apart are considered as a stngle axle. A 

22 vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. 

l3 The ~3ximum gross weight allowed on a vehicleL-_gcQUQ__Qf 

24 a&leA~ or combination ~o--ftother~~ed--hy--~nts-s•c~Ton Qf 

25 ~ebi~l~~ shall be det~r~ined by the formula ~ equals 500 
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(LN/N minus 1 plus lZN plus 36) in which W equals gross 

~eight• L equals wheel base in feet, and N equals number of 

axles1--~~~~1-1ba1-1~2-~~~Yti~-~~5-2f-1aa~em_ax!~_max 

~aLL~_a_gcg~~L2~_gf_J~~QQ2 __ ~gyn~~-ea~__if__tna_~ca~l 

ai5tao~a---~t~~~n---~fic51--ana __ la5t __ a~l~__af--5Y~ 

~nn5~~uti~~-~~~--~f--tana~m--axl~5--l5--J~--f~~1--aL--mnL~· 

Howey~r·--~he--me~~M~M--e~+eWBB+e-gross-w@+~h~-oft-e-~eup-of 

ax+es-mey-ne~-exeee~-~~e-~o++ow+nq-ye+ue~• 

~-ftitl-es 

~-ex+e~ 

~-eJ~tl-e'! 

5-l!trie'!t 

6-ett+es 

:J-ex-1-es 

9-tuc:l-e'S 

9--ax+es-

._,e.,.eee-,ounds 

6e.,eee-,.ets"\\d'5' 

8(h·899-fttU:tRel!!t 

3§..,.~9e-pettft~ 

9e .. eaa-pottttd~ 

t-es.,.see-pouncts 

*e,_.,.,ee-,eunds 

ie5 .. 5611-l""a"<h 

(Z) Notwithstanding a vehicle•s conformance with th~ 

requirements of subsection (1)• its maximum load per inch of 

tire width, excluding the steering axle, may not exceed 600 

poundi, based on the table in bl-10-105(3). 

(3} If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

e~ceerls 80,000 p~unds, the venicle or combination must have 

a speci~l permit. which may be issuejJ in the discretion of 

the d~partment of highways based o~ evaluation of safety, 
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highw~y capacity, and economics of highway maintenance and 

V@hlcle operation. The fee shall be $20 per trip permit or 

SlOO per term permit. A term oermit may not be issued for a 

period of time greater than the period for which the GVW 

license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may, at the discretion of the department, 

purch~se permits to expire with their registration. Permits 

may s~eclfy highway routing. 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection t~t L~l 

for the transportation of agricultural products by farm 

vehicles from a harvesting co~blne or other harvesting 

.achinery to the point of first unloading shall be for the 

full term of the harvest season of the agricultural product 

transported. 

{5t This section does not apply to highways which are 

a part of the national syste• of interstate and defense 

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127} ~hen application 

of this section would prevent ~his state fro• receiving 

feder~l funds for highway purposes.• 

Section 2· Section 61-10-124• HCAt Is a~ended to read: 

•61-10-124. Special permits fee. ( 1) Except as 

provided in subsection f2)(b)• in addition to the reqular 

registration and qross vehicle weight fees, a fee of $10 for 

each trip perMit and a fee of S75 for each term permit 

issued for size and weight In excess of that specified In 

-3- HB "t37 
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61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements 

under special per~its on the public highways under the 

juris:iction of the depart~ent. 

(2) (a) Except as p~ovided in subsection (2J(b)t ter~ 

or blanket permits m~y not be issued for an ove~width 

vehiclet combination of vehiclest load, or othe~ thing in 

excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehiclet combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess of 85 22 

feet; dOd an overheight vehicle• combination of vehicles, 

load, or other thing in excess of 13 1/2 feet, or of a limit 

deternined by the department. A vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these dimensions 

is limited to trip oermits. i~~lal-~miL~--foc__~elli~le 

~~~lOatlan& __ gf __ •OLe--tbaa __ two_tLalle~&-ace_oQt_pecmltt~ 

undec_tbl&-&e~tloaa if~'lAL-ffE~l~EO&_~f~l,Lf_CDHa~AlLUUS 

HA~-~e~'lE~-Hl~~WA~-&QUJ~G_~Q-OIHE&Wl~~-LlHll-OR_£&~5'&1dE 

'Q~QIIIQ~S-Qf-_Q£f&AllQ~--Qf __ JHE--~Etll~E--OE __ LQHa~AllQ~ 

l~'LUQl~~--aUJ __ ~Ol--LIHllfQ __ JQ __ &fQUl&fQ_fQQleHf~IL-ifffll£ 

£IAaiLll~a-O£fRAilQ~AL-£&0&£0UBE5a-A~D-lNiUEA~f• 

(b) A terM permit may be issued to a dealer in 

i~plements of husbandry and self-propelled Machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle ref@rred to in subsection 

(2.(a). The fee for this per•it is S75. This permit covers a 

peri o-~ of 1 yeiir and expires on December 31 of each year 

with ~o grace period. 

-4- HB 437 
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l (3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)• a per:nit 

2 may not De issued for a period of time greater than the 

3 perio~ for which the GVW license is V3lid as provided in 

4 this title, including grace periods allo•ed by this title. 

5 Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions ~ayy at 

b the discretion of the department, purchase permtts to expire 

1 with their registration. A license required by the state 

6 gover~~ the issuance of a special permit.• 

-End-

-s- HB 437 
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HOUSE !\ILL NO. 't37 

INTRODUCED BY ~EUNAN• TVEIT, ASAY, 

KOLSTAD, SHO~Tz, YI,GER, Go JACOBSE~• 

HA~P, OEVLIN, LEE• BLISS 

A BIL_ FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "A~ ACT TO ~EVISE THE GROSS 

VEHicLE WeiGHT LAWS BY ALLOnJ~G THE ~AXIMV~ G~OSS WEIGHT TO 

Bf DETtR~INEJ JSING THE STATUTORY FORMULAt BY ELIMINATING 

q IHo C~OSS WEIGHT liHI rATIONS 'JN GROUPS OF AU ESt AND BY 

iO \lL]~t~G ~AXtMU~ LENGT~ OF Q5 ~EET AY TER~ P=RMITi 

ll cr.R'-' .::: r t~G ., ioRRD ... EOUS REFERI'~CE; A~ENOING SFCTIONS 

lZ ol-10-101 A~~ 61-10-124• ~Cle" 

l' 

t• !F IT ~~ACTED 8Y TriE LEGISLATU~E OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

l' 

1~ 

~~ction 1. Sectio~ 61-L0-107 9 ~tA, is amended to re~d: 

·~1-10-1~7. ~axi~u~ 3ro~s ~eiqht wnen permit 

11 r~quireo. (1) A.n dXle may not carf"v a load in excess of 

l~ 

p 

Zl 

Z' 

23 

l'• 

25 

zc,nc~ oounds. lOQ no t~o consec~tive ~xl~s ~or~ than 40 

inc~~s or l?ss thdn 9~ inches apart ~ay carry a load in 

~xc~i~ ?f 34,1V~ ~Junds. fof" ourpos~s of tnis 5ection 9 axles 

~~ i~c~~s or l~ss apart are considere1 as d sinqle 3xle. • 
~~nicl~ or coMbination •~Y not nave ~ore t~an ni~9 axl~s. 

r~;~ ~~-"i'!luh: 'Jf':tss ;.;eiqh~ ~11 :>we1 on a ...,~r~icle.1-_~L.Q.U..Jl_~ 

a~l.i!..oil. 'Jr" ,:") r.t- i r_a't inn ""to--1'to~i"'fu·+~~d--by--f!'f't1-"S-'S~~~+e~ g_f 

!t~Oid~.s. sh~ll be aet~rffli ne1 'Oy tMe fo,.mul a " equcll s SOC 
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(LN/N minus 1 plus l2N plus 36) in whicn W equals gross 

weiqht• L equals wheel bdse in feet, and N equals number of 

oxles~ __ ex~e~_tbat-~a-~ao~e~~~x~~~~-2!-t~&m-a&l~~ 

~a~LX-a_g~a~~laad-at_l~LD02--aaYna~--~--it __ tbe-~eLa1l 

Oi~tao~e ___ bet~eeo ___ tnt ___ fi~~l--dDQ __ la~t--axl~--Df~kb 

~ao~e~~ti~e-~et~--Df __ t~o~m--a&le~--1~--l~--fBtt--DL--maLe• 

H~Ne•~ry--~he--m8~+~~~--e++cweb+e-~~e~~-w~+eft~-on-e-9~eap-e~ 

e~+e~-mey-fte~-eKeeed-~he-~o++ew+n~-ve+~es• 

~-&jtte~ 4t-e .. aee-peaftd~ 

~-e-rie~ 69y'J88-pca!'"ld~ 

~-e•~e~ &e.aee-pettAC!f~ 

§-ex"es- fl§y588-f!I&I:IR8~ 

6-aJC:f.e<IJ: 9EJoy(t86-petmd~ 

~-axtes t85Tsee-pettftds 

8-t!Utte~ if35y!i96-pt::Pttftd'S' 

9-eJ~t+e.,. t-e5."i8&-tt'!'tttAH 

l 2) Motwithstandinq a Y~hicle•s confor~~nce ~ith th9 

r~quirements of subse~tlon (1), its maximum load per inch of 

tire ~idth, excludlnq ~h~ steeriny ~~1~, may not exceed 600 

pound~• oased on the table in bl-10-105f3l• 

t~) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

e~c~e~~ 80,000 p~undst the v~nicle or combination must h~ve 

a 'i'J<?Ci;J1 permit• whic:h may b,_, i-:.sued in th~ jiscretion :'lf 

th3 1~o~r~m~nt of hi~hways bas~d o~ evaluation of s~fety. 

-2- Hi~ 437 
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highw~y c3pacityy and economics of highway ~aintenance and 

v~h1cle operation. Th~ fee shall be $20 per trip permit or 

SIOO per term permit. A term permit m~y not be issued for a 

period of time greater than the period for whicn the GVW 

license is valid. Owner5 of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions may. at the discretion of the departmentt 

purctH se permIts to expire .with their registration. Permits 

may s~ecify highway routing. 

(4) A special permit Issued under suosection t~t Lll 

for the transportation of agricultural products by farm 

vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvesting 

machiner.,· to the point of first unlocJr:ling shall be for the 

full ter• of the harvest season of the agricultuTal product 

transp(.)rted. 

(5) This section does not apply to highways which are 

a part of the national system of inte-rstate and defensP­

highways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 121) when application 

of this section would prevent this stdte from receiving 

feder~l funds for highway purposes.~ 

~ectlon z. 5ection 61-10-124• MCAt is a~ended to read: 

•61-10-12~. Special perMits fee. ( 1 J Except as 

provided In subsection (2)(b)t in addition to the reqular 

registrat1on and Qross vehicle weiqht fees, a fee of SlO for 

each trip permit and a fee of $75 for each term permit 

isS:ue-:1 for size and weight In excess of that specified in 

-3- HB 437 
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61-10-lOl thr~ugh 61-10-110 shall be paid for 'all movements 

under special permits on the public highways under the 

juris~ictlon of the departMent. 

(~) (a) Except as provided in subsection (Z)(b)• terT 

or blanket permits •~Y not be issued for an OYPrwidth 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, lo~dw or other thin~ in 

excess of 15 feet; ~n overlength vehiclet combination of 

vehicles, loadw object, or otner thing in excess of 85 22 

feet; ana an overhelght vehfcle 9 combination of v~~icles, 

load. or other thing in excess of 13 1/2 feet, or of a limit 

deterRined by the department. A vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, toad• or other thing in excess of these dim~nsions 

is limit~d ·to trip oermits. ~~~ial--g~mltA __ tgc_~ebi~le 

~am~loatiQUA __ gf __ ma£e __ tbaa __ two_tLglleLA-aLe_aot_ueLmltte~ 

uadeL-tblA-A~tlaaa SffLlAL-ffRHLI~Xf~LLLE-~AILDNS 

a61-~fEtlf1-til~tia!1-&DUI~~AHQ_fi~E&WLSE-LlHll_a&_fRES,&laE 

tCNCIIIDNS-OE--Dff&AllD~--Df __ IHE--~EHltLf--2~--taHD~AllD~ 

1NtLUDIMG __ aur __ NDl--LIBIIED--ID--&EwUlaED-~afHI~ffr£ 
SIA61LliXa-Dff&AIIDNAL-f&Dt£QU&fS£~D-~&t~~& 

(b) A term pP.r~it may be issuea to a dealer i~ 

i~plements of husbandry and 5elf-propelled Machinery for an 

over"1dth or overleng~h vehJcle referred to in subsection 

(ZJ(a)• The fee for this permit is S75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 ye~r and expires on December 31 of each year 

with ~o grace period. 

-4- HB 431 
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1 (3) Except as provided in subsection (Z)(b)t a permit 

Z may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

3 perio~ for which the GVW license Is v~lid as provided in 

4 this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

5 Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

6 the discretion of the department, purchase permits to expire 

7 with their registration. A license required by the state 

8 gover~s the issuance of a special per~it.• 

-End-

-5- H3 4H 



March 11, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Highways & Transportation) 

That House Bill No. 437 be amended as follows: 

1. Title. 
Strike: line 10 in its entirety 
Insert: "ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM LENG'i'H FOR TRAILERS AND 

SEMITRAILERS IN CERTAIN COMBINATIONS AND ALLOWING MAXIMUM 
LENGTH OF 75 FEET FOR OTHER COMBINATIONS WITHOUT SPECIAL 
PERMIT AND 95 FEET WITH SPECIAL PERMIT;" 

2. Title, line 11. 
Following: ''SECTIONS'' 
Insert: "61-10-104," 

3. Page 1. 
Following: Line 14 
Insert: "Section L Section 61-10-104, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-10-104. Length. (1) A single truck, bus, or any 
self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, may not have an 
overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess 
of 40 feet. 

(2) When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination, 
the semitrailer may not exceed 48 feet in length, excluding 
those portions not designed to carry a load, except as provided 
by 61-10-124. When used in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 
combination, the semitrailer and trailer may not exceed 28~ feet 
each in length, excluding those portions not designed to carry a 
load, except as provided by 61-10-124. Truck tractor-semi-trailer 
and truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combinations are not 
subject to an overall combination length limit. A-eemb~nat~en-e£ 
~r~ek-ane-~ra~ier;-traeter-ane-~em~tra±%er;-trae~or-sem±tra~%er, 
£~ii-~ra~%er,-er-traeter-sem~tra±%er-~em±tra~%er-een~erted-to-e 
tra~%er-by-ttee-er-a-doi%y-eqtt±~~ed-with-e-£±£th-wnee~~ All other 
combinations of vehicles may not have an overall length, inclusive 
of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65- 75 feet, except as 
provided by 61~10-124. If the cOmbination consists of more than 
two units, the rear units of the combination shall be equipped 
with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor vehicle, 
and a motor vehicle may not draw more than two motor vehicles 
attached to it by the dual saddle-mount method; that is, by 
mounting the front wheels of one vehicle on the bed of another, 
leaving only the rear wheels of the vehicle in contact with the 
roadway, nor may this combination have an overall length, 
inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 pounds 
"manufacturers rated capacity" may not tow more than one trailer 
or seimtrailer, nor may this combination have an overall length, 
inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of 65 feet." 

4. Renumber: Subsequent sections 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 437 

INTRODUCED BY NEUHANo TVEITo ASAYo 

KDLSTADt SHONTZ, YINGER• G. JACOBSENt 

HARP, OEVLI~9 LEEt BLISS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS 

VEHICLE WEIGHT LAWS BY ALLOWING THE ~AXIHUM GROSS WEIGHT TO 

BE DETERMINED USING THE STATUTORY FORMULA, BY ELIMINATING 

THE GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLES, AND BY 

A~~8W*N6--HAM~M~H--~EN&fH--8F--~--FfE~--~¥---~ERM---PeRH~~~ 

f.S.UIILl:itll!ili_!!Ul!!UILU!Ililii....EII.Lli!.Allf&LA!tllJE!I I IB A II ER S I !i 

tf&UU--~I!lll!i6Illl!IS -AM!LALL!llil!lllUI6.Ul!UILL.f.lllii H llE U-E..E.El 

ED&-IliHER-CilllalU6!1QIIS_WlitfllUI_.S.eECIAL~li--A~-~-Effl 

WliH--~fELlAL-_ff&al~ CORRECTING AN ERRONEOUS REFERENCE; 

AMENDING SECTIONS ~:lQ:~ 61-10-1071 AND 61-10-124, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

.S.ECilQ!i_l1--.S.ECilllM-6l=lU:lQ~_lS AHENQED Ill REA~ 

•61-10-104· Length. (1) A single truck, bus, or any 

self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, may not have 

an o~erall 1ength9 inc1usive of front and rear bumpers9 ;n 

excess of ~0 feet. 

(2) A--e~•~+"e~on--o4--t~~ek-e"e-~~e+•er•-trae~e~-a"d 

s~m+tr~+l~r•------~~fte~e~-sem+tre++e¥-#~~~-~~~~er.-------or 

t~eet&~-~e•+~r~+~r-~~~+tre++er--eoft¥~ted--te--~-tre++er-Dy 
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ase-&f-e-~ef.+y-e.-+p.,.d-w.;.t='tot-e-fffth-•M•~ 1ftlan--UHd 1 n a 

tt:KIL-tas;:tor.:Stnllul.lAL.-"mhi nation. tb• •e•itrall er Ita¥ 

llSIL.I:ll"llllii-B-fu.t_.lo...J.i:lllltll.t-llnl.ll.ll.i.llll~-lliiU!IIIIL-Wlt 

deli~oed--tA--~A~-A-lo~.._~~a~:AR~-AeaXidad-b¥-6t-lp-!2;. 

llbllll--llllld___J.n ___ ._ ___ t.J:us:IL._t.J:.a~:sor-u•itc.a.U~i.l&£ 

s;.gmtlloalls:tn..__tbL-aaai.t£al.lec_-SIJld __ .tu.l..l.e:r •av ogt exceed 

Zll-ltZ-fee~ll.J.D-UIIll:tll&..-n~n8-llm.iL pgrt 1 oo1 not 

de~1QCed--~D--~aL~X-A-1Qad 1 except as prgyideQ-by 61-JD-12t­

IJ:u"1L--------t.Us:t!II:.::Hillt.cili~----Aild truGk 

t.c.il~tllc=le!!!l.tu.l.l!l.c::1c;ol.l!lc....-l:ll&lo~lw!.:;. ;oce not 1ub i!ll:t. tA 

ilQ_Qlta Cillll-Camb.ioa:tlao~.b.. l i • i t • A].Lg:tbet__t;geb j nat i gns 

gf__~cb~les •ay not have an overall length• inclusive of 

front and rear bu•pers, in excess of 6S 12 feetL--e•cept ~s 

PLQ~ijed--b¥--~1:1Q~· If the combination consists of more 

than tNo units, ~he r&ar units of the combination shall be 

equfpoed Nith breakaNay b~akes. 

(3) A aoto~ vehicle •ay not tow more than one eotor 

vehicle, and a moto~ vehicle may not draw mo~e than two 

~otor vehicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount 

metho~; that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on tha bed of another, leavinq only the rear wheels of the 

vehicle In cont:~ct with the roadway9 nor •ay this 

combination have an overall lengtht inclusive of front and 

rear bumpers, in excess of 65 feet. 

(4) A passen9er vehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

-2- HB 437 
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pounds "•anufacturers• rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one ~railer or se~ltrailer, nor may this combination have an 

overall length. inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

excess of 65 feet.• 

Section 2. Section 61-10-107, MCA, Is amended to read: 

•61-10-107. "axlmu• gross weight -- when per•it 

requi~ed. (1) An axle •ay not carry a load in excess of 

zo.ooo pounds, and no two consecutive axles more than 40 

inches or less than 96 inches apart •ay carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. For purposes of this section. axles 

40 i~ches or less apart are considered as a single axle. A 

vehicle or combination •ay not have more than nine axles. 

The maximu• gross weight allowed on a vehicle. group of 

~les. or combination ~o--e~~er+2ed--hy--~~+s--~e••+eft At 

Keb!~le~ shall be determined by the forMula W equals 500 

(LH/N •inus 1 plus 12N plus 36) In which w equals gross 

weignt• L equals wheel base In fee~, and H equals nu•ber of 

axl es.a._eu.apLtbU._t.~&:.Q.QH~t..iJtLUU-Qf tandea axles. •ay 

,;at:t:lL -il-lll:illi.S.-..laiUL-RLlh~IIWili....CW:b..lL..tiiLIIJUU.a.ll 

~D.5.£C.Utl.KC-U:tL-~aodaL-ax1 es I$ 36 fegt or pgrg. 

Haw~y-~he-.aw+-•.-e+•owe~+e-gross-we+~-o"--e--groop--~ 

ew4es-•ey-n~~eee~~he-4e+~~w+ng-•a+ae.• 

r~Mtte"S 

~-e"fes 

-3-

-99&-peartfh 

6&.989-peanfh 
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,._tlttf-&s 

s-ede'S 

6-~~ 

~-ex+~s 

8-&•+es 

'9-~1-es 

ae-,.aee-p~tt .. es 

8Sy588-pottft4S 

98T~H~e-_..<l, 

t-es.see-poands 

'i95,.§ee-pGttnds 

*95•588-potiAtl'!t 

Notwith5tanding a vehicte•s confor~ance ~ith thll? 

requireMents of subsection (1)• Its Maxi•um load per inch of 

tire wfdtht excluding the steering axle, may not exceed 600 

pounds, based on the table in 61-I0-105(3). 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or combination 

eKcee~s so,ooo pounds, the vehicle or coablnatlon •ust have 

a special permit 9 which May be issued in the discretion of 

the department of highways based on evaluation of safety, 

highway capacity, and econoMICs of highway maintenance and 

vehicle operation. The fee shall be $20 per trip per~it or 

SlOO per term permit. A t~rM per•it ~ay not be issued for a 

period of time greater than the period for which the GVW 

llcensa is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions eay, at the discretion of the department. 

purcn3se permits to e~pire with their registration. Permits 

may specify highway routing. 

(4) A special permit issued under subsection t~ !3! 

for the transportation of agricultural products by farm 

vehicles from a harvesting combine or other harvesting 

-"- HB HT 
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aachl~ery to the point of first unioadlng shall be Yor the 

full t~r~ of the harvest season of the ag~icultural product 

trans~orted. 

(S) This section does not apply to high~ays which are 

a part of the national system of interstate and defense 

hiqhways (as referred to in 23 u.s.c. 127) when application 

of this section would prevent this state fro• recefvinq 

federal funds for highway purposes.• 

Section 3. Section 61-10-12~. ~CA, is aMended to read! 

"61-lO-lZ~. Special permits fee. ( 1) Except as 

pro~i1ed In subsection (1J(b)• In addition to the regular 

registration and qross vehicle weiqht fees, a fee of 110 for 

each trip permit and a fee of 575 for each ter• permit 

issued for si7.e and weight in excess of that specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for a11 •ovements 

under special per~its on the public hlgh~ays under the 

juris1iction of the department. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2J(b)• term 

or bl3nket permits may not be issued for an overwidth 

vehicle, combination of vehicles, load, or other thing in 

excess of 15 feeti an o~erlength vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing in excess of &5 2~ 

feeti and an overhelght vehicle, combination of vehicles, 

24 load. or ~ther thfnq in excess of 13 1/2 feet, or of a li•it 

l5 deter~ined by the department. A vehicle, co~bination of 

-s- HB 437 
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vehicles. load, or other thinq in excess of these dt.ansions 

is limited to trip per•its. ~~ germjt5 fpr yehicle 

c.gabloaUQDa __ gf_llUU-t.ball __ t.tm-t.a• 1 ers are na:t-RAC~ 

llOdiiLt.bJ.A..Sta!;!;!ll!la. ~tl;lAL..e£61:11IS FOR U!U!a.E LOIIBIN<UlQ~ 

tiU_ifJ;tlf:l:..llllilllt&X-lliUillltii_6Wl-llll:lf&liUE-UJULOR PBE$CBIW:: 

tD~DlilDNS QF Dtf&Ail~--UE I~E XE~ltLJ; __ Q&_~INAIIQM• 

l!l!a.ll!llii!L.IIUI--KIII--L I II I lED _Ili--&EQIU&fll EQU 1 P IIE~fllll.o. 

s.ruiLliX.._ll.l!fl!.AlloruL..eR~~Uw&Eh..6bi~&Atill& 

(b) • term per~it may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled •achinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(2)(a). The fee for this per•lt is S75e This per•ft cowers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(3) Except as provided In subsection (l)(b)t a permit 

.ay not be issued for a period of tiMe greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allo~ed by this title. 

owners of vehicles licensed In other jurisdictions aav• at 

the discretion of the departmentt purchase per•lts to expire 

~ith their registration. A license required by the state 

gover~~ the issuance of a special per•it.• 

-End-

-6- ,.a 437 



March 16, 1983 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

That House Bill No. 437 be amended as follows: 

l. Title, line 9. 
Following: "AXLES," 
Insert: "BY PROVIDING FOR CHANGING THE 7% ALLOWANCE TO A 5% 

ALLOWANCE ON TOTAL GROSS AND AXLE WEIGHT LIHITATIONS FOR 
ALL VEHICLES OR COMBINATIONS OF VEHICLES NOT TRANSPORTING 
LIVESTOCK II 

2. Title, line 15. 
Strike: "AND" 
Insert: " , " 
Following: "61-10-124," 
Insert: "AND 61-10-144," 

3. Page 6. 
Following line 22. 
Insert: "Section 4. Section 61-10-144, MCA, is amended to 

read: 
''61-10~144. Violation of standards - ~even pe~een~ aiiew­
anee tolerance. (1) It is a misdemeanor for a person, 
firm, or corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 
through 61-10-110. 

(2) However, the operator of a vehicle or combination 
of vehicles may move over the highways to the first 
open state scale, permanent or portable, without 
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 
61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable 
total gross weight limitations by more than 5%L or 7% 
if the vehicle or combination of vehicles is tYansporting 
livestock, and if the weight carried eY any axle or 
combination of axles does not exceed the allowable axle 
weight limitations ~ more than ~' or 7% if the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles-is transporting 
livestock. In the event the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles is not in excess of the allowable total gross 
or axle weight limitations by more than 5%, or 7% if the 
vehiCTe or combination of vehicles is transporting-- --­
livestock, the department may issue a single trip permit 
for the fee of $10 for allowing said vehicle or 
combination of vehicles to move over the highways to 
the first facility where its load can be safely adjusted 
or to its destination. Violations of total gross or 
axle weight limitations in excess of 5%, or 7% if the 
vehicle or combination of vehicles is transporting 



committee of the Whole Amendment 
House Bill No. 437 
March 16, 1983 
Page 2 

livestock, are subject to the fines provided in 61-10-145, 
and all loads in excess of Till ~ of total gross £!:_ axle 
weight limitations, or 7% if the vehicle ££ combination 
of vehicles is transporting livestock, must be adjusted 
or reduced to conform to the size ana-weight limitations 
before the vehicle or combination of vehicles is moved 
from the point of weighing. 

(3) An operator of a vehicle or combination of vehicles 
subject to the provisions of 61-10-107(2) may move over 
a highway, except any highway which is part of the federal­
aid interstate system, within a 50-mile radius of the 
harvested field to the point of first unloading, without 
incurring the excess weight penalties set forth in 
61-10-145 if the total gross weight of the vehicle or 
combination of vehicles does not exceed allowable weight 
limitations by more than 20% per axle by the maximum 
load per inch of tire width may not exceed 670 pounds. 
The vehicle or combination of vehicles may not exceed 
40 miles per hour. No single trip permit as required 
in subsection (2) shall be applicable to such vehicle 
or combination of vehicles. When such vehicle or 
combination of vehicles violates any of the provisions 
of this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed shall 
apply to that portion of the load above the legal limit." 
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HO!J SE BILL NO. 't37 

INTRODUCED BY NEUNANt TYE!Tt ASAYt 

KOLSTADt S~ONTZt YINGER, JACOBSEN, 

HARP, DEVLI~, LEE, BLISS 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 8 AN ACT TO REVISE THE GROSS 

YfHICle WEIGHT lAWS BY AllOWING THE MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TO 

BE DETeRMINED USING THE STATUTORY FORMULA, BY EliMINATING 

THE GROSS WEIGHT liMITATIONS ON GROUPS OF AXLES, BX 

fBQ~Dl~'-ECB_,~AttYlhG--!Hf__1--f~f~-ALLQ~~~--IQ_-A__2 

ffBLf~I-ALLDWAtt,f_Q~IDI&L_GBQ~s_~u_A!L~flYUI~liAilaHS 

EQB---ALL---~E~l~s_ _ _QB ___ LQ~lQ«S __ _Qf_~~~~QI 

lBA~Sf~BI!ttG_Ll~f~~£ AND BY 4kk8W~NS-MA*~MYM-~EH&~H-BF-~5 

FEf~--B¥--TERM--PERM~~t ~lAaL~Hl~~&llaUe __ LfHG!H_ _ _EQB 

IEAlLf&~---A~-~faliBAILE~--I~-~BIAltt__~~Il~~ 

ALL~bl~G-eAX!eU8-LfttGI~-Df-12-E~I--EQB__Qltlf&__,QHalttAIIDtt~ 

WII~DJl __ Sff~AL--ffBHII--AH0--22--fffl-~I~-~ef~&L-ff&HI~ 

CORRECTING AN ERRONEOUS REFERENCE: Ai'IENDING SECTIONS 

~l=lU=lD~~ 61-10-107£ ANB 61-10-124, A~D~=lO=l~ MCA•" 

8E IT E,ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

SE,ll~U-l._-SfLI.I.~-Al=~:l~£-~'A£-1~-&~f~Q_IQ~ 

•bl-10-104. Lenqth. (1) A single truck, bus, or ~ny 

self-~ropelled vehicle, unladen or with load, ~ay not h~ve 

an o~~~all length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 
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excess of ~0 feet. 

(2) A-ee.&T"a~+eft-of-truek-snd--tre++er?--treeter--eftd 

se•+~~+~~ry-------~~ee~o•-se•+~re+~er-f~~~-~reT+ery------or 

tree~r-se•+~re++er-se.+~re+~er-eoft•erte~-~o--e--tre?+er--by 

u§e--ftf--e--de+•y-e~a+p~e~-w+~~-e-~+f~-w~ee• ~sed in a 

t.t.IK.L~UUQJ:::Umlt.talle~llb.i.Jlilt.lgg~b~.l.t.t..il.l.lliL--IIu 

DP~--2&~eed--i4-feet-lD-~Ptb&-&~1udlng-~bgse portjgDA-Q~ 

du.l.ll[led-~D-Cilll¥-a..laild~IILilL.!>.tW<.i.lled..-lllt--Al::l.ll=ll!t.o. 

~beo ____ u~a_ ___ J.o _ __a __ _t.cy~k---tL~tac:aaalt.tailer-traLla.c 

~ombioa~iDa~ba_~mJ.~.ca.i.le.t __ ana_-tca.l.lec_~ _ _oox__e~ad 

~~-lll--feet __ ea~b-..la--l~b&-e~ud.i.Dg_~~aos not 

dealgoed-tP-~.t.t¥-a-laadA-e&~ot-aa_p.ca~ded--b¥--Ql:lD:~ 

I.cus;lf...___ tra~:tac=umllulle.c_ ____ ,llliiDDL!ldL---- _tcw;t 

~.ca~tac:aamltcailac=tcallac_~mb.l.nati~_ace_agt subje~ 

AD--~ecall-~oahiuatiaa-leng~b-lim.I.La-All-atbeL cambioatla~ 

gf_~bicle~ may not hav~ an ov~rall length, Inclusive of 

front and rear bumpers, in excess of 6S l~ feet~&k~~ 

~g~laad_bX-Ql:lU=lZ2• tf the comhination consists of more 

than two unltsy the rear units of the co•bination shall be 

equipoed with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow •ore than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor vehicle may not draw more than two 

motor vehicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount 

method; that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on t,e bed of another, leaving only the r~ar •heels of the 

K i:. F E R E 11 C t: B I L L 
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venicl~ in contact Nith the roadway• nor may this 

combin~tlon have an overall length, inclusive of front and 

3 rear bumpers, in ~xcess of 65 feet. 
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(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than z.ooo 

pounds "manufacturers• rated capacity• may not tow more than 

one tr3iler or se•itrailer, nor may this. combination have an 

overall lengtht inclusive of front and rear buMpers, in 

excess of 65 feet.• 

Section l. Section 61-10-107, MtA, is a•ended to read: 

•&I-lo-to7. "ax-IliUm gross weight when permit 

required• (1) An axle may not carry a load in excess of 

z-o,ooo pounds, and no two consecu-t.i ve axles more than "tO 

inches or less than 96 inches apart may carry a load in 

excess of 34,000 pounds. For purposes of this section. axles 

40 fn~hes or less apart are considered as a single axle. ~ 

vehicle or combination may not have more than nine axles. 

The ~axfmum gross weight allowed on a vehiclea__g[OYQ of 

~aleS£ or combination ss--e~~her+~e~--hy--~n•~-see~+&n at 

~lkla~ shall Ge deterMined by the formula w equals 500 

(LN/N minus 1 plus 1ZN plus 36) In which H equals gross 

weight, L equals wheel base in feet, and H equals number of 

axl &SL--il&,JlQ1-tbA-t.llft:l_!;QUti;Uti Yft- s·a.ta:_Qf_LaQ4u ft¥1 es mat 

~a£~¥-~-g£QAS~-Gf-J4~pQUn~& Aakb~the O¥e[All 

liJ.Iil:illiii'L--Iletnllll---tbfl-fUiil:.....illiiL...lil&t....iJXles nf such 

· ~ooa-.llt.Llffl:..lilUJi .... llL-t.illldft-:.axll;p Is ~--fU:t......li!--II!Ql;t:• 
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Hew~~~·--~he--m~+ma•--e+~ewe~+e-g~ass-w~~h~-on-e-~~e~p-~~ 

ex+e~-mey-~o~exeee~-~~-fa~•e·~~-we+ae~• 

~-e-ries 

~-e:J~tf-es 

lt-e,d·e-• 

s-ew.es 

6-tHt~e~ 

"-I!Ut:t-es­

e-a.i'es 

9-a•+es 

~ta.-eee-peanM 

69y.Q88-p&a"ds 

ee.,.e&e-peands 

S5.-S89-p&tt"ds 

9e.eee-.,tuti"Wf'!l 

~o~.,see-potu•tj§ 

-~:es-.see-pctt"ds 

i:&S...-§88-pOttftd!t 

(Z) Notwithstanding a vehicle•s conformance with the 

requirements of subsection (1-J• its maxiau11 load per inch of 

tire width• excluding the steering axle, may not exceed 600 

pounds, based on the table in 61-10-105(3). 

(3) If the gross weight of a vehicle or co~ination 

exceeds ao.ooo pounds, the vehicle or co•bination must have 

a special perMit• which •ay be Issued in the discretion of 

the department of hiqhways based on evaluation of safety• 

hlgh1111ay capacfty 9 and econo•ics of highwa.y 11aintenance and 

vehicle operation. The fee shall be 520 per trip permit or 

SlOO per term perMit• A term permit may not be issued for a 

period o~ time greater than the period for which the GYW 

license is valid. Owners of vehicles licensed in other 

jurisdictions •ay, at the discretion of ~he depart•ent• 
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purch~se permits to expire with their registration. Per•its 

•ay s~ecify highway routing. 

(4) A special per~it Issued under subsection t+t Ll! 

for the transportation of agrlcul~ural products by farm 

wehleles fro~ a harvesting combine or other harvesting 

Machi~ery to the point of first unloading shall be for the 

full term of the harvest season of the agricultural product 

transported. 

(~) This section does not apply to highways ~hich are 

a part of the national system o~ interstate ~nd defense 

highways (as referred to in 21 u.s.c. 1Z7J when application 

of this section would prevent this state fro• receiving 

feder~l funds for highway purposes.• 

Section 3. Section 61-10-12~, MCA, ts a .. nded to read: 

•&t-to-tl•· Special paralts -- fee. (1) Except as 

provided In subsection (2)(b), In addition to the regular 

~eglst~ation and gross vehicle weight fees, a fee of SlO for 

each trip per•lt and a fee of $75 for each te~m per~it 

lssue1 for size and weight in excess of that specified in 

61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid for all movements 

under ,pecial permits on the public highways under the 

jurls1iction of the depart•ent. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), term 

or blanket per•lts •ay not be issued for an overwidth 

vehlcle 9 co~bination of vehicles, load, or other thing in 
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excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, co•blnation o~ 

vehicles, load, object, o~ other thing in excess of 8§ iS 

feet; and an ove~height vehicle• combination of veh.icles. 

load, or other thlnq In e~cess of 13 1/Z feet, or of a limit 

deter~ined by the department. A vehicle• co•binatlon of 

vehicles, load, or other thing in excess of these dimensions 

Is limited to trip permits. iReti.al--ll<l.t.llllL_f.uc....-X~ 

~mbloatiQD$_-Q! __ mQLB--tbaa __ t»Q_tLall~~a~e_agt oer~ 

uadec....tbis_sK~iQDa SfftlA4-~B~i-fa&_X£ijlkLf-keaa~ILDmi 

a&l-ifEtlfl-Hl~~WAX-RCUIIK~-A~Q_Qitl~f-Llall_QB_faE:i~~ 

~QlllQ~i_Qf__Q~&AilQU __ Qf __ IHE__X~HICLE 08_-'QKa!K&llD~£ 

lBtlUQlUk--~-~I--Lleli~Q--ICL_BfQU~-EQ~Eala SPEfQ• 

iiAQlL1Il~-Q~&Al1QUAL-f!QtfQUB~L-AUQ_l~UB~ 

(O) A ter~ permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

over~idth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(2J(a). The fee to~ this permit is $75. This permit covers a 

period of year and expires on Oecember 31 of each yea~ 

with no grace period. 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)• a permit 

may not be issuert for a period of time greater than the 

perlo1 for which the GVW license is va1id as provided In 

this title, including grace periods dllowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may, at 

the discretion of the department, purch~se pe~mits to expire 
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with their regist·ration. A license required by the state 

gover~s the issuance of a special permit.• 

~Etl1QU-~a--Sf'llUij~lQ:liiL-ataa_l~~EUaEU-lU-RfAnl 

"61-10-1~•· VIolation of standards . ' 
~eyen--~~,.e@ont 

fttfewsftee ~ec~~· (1) It is a misdemeanor f~r a person• 

firm, or corporation to violate any provision of 61-10-101 

throuqh 61-10-11.0. 

(l) However• the operator of a vehicle or combination 

of vehicles Daf move over the highways to the first open . -
state scale. permapent or portable, vithout incurring the 

eKcess wel~ht penaltjes set forth in 61-L0-145 if the total 

gross weight of the vehicle or co•bination of vehicles does 

not exceed allowable total gro~ weight limitations by .are 

than aa_QL n LLJ;b&..J!all.iJ;lt~l:.ll·!Uoslliliii...Jif xeb jo:: ~ 

tuau IILt.i.IUI-l.i.Jtw;t!IQ£-li.Dll-.il..tb• we I gbt -"Lr:iail....bx....a~Ut 

UlL-IIL--~iDilt~-llli&LW!LU'UILtbLlllwtllblt 

.ulll..llll.i.llltt..lie.l.tu.igaLill!--IIIIU than ~a. ...QL-ZLJ.L-.tJI£ 

xebi~ll---IIL---o::oabLDatlgg_ __ gf __ ~bl'lllA-_l£-_tt~QIPQrt!ng 

lles.tQ~• In the event the vehicle or co•bhwtlon of 

vehicles ts not in excess of the alloMable ~QL~QC 

.ult weight ll•ltatlons by nore than as.._llL 7'1; lf..--ttlll 

¥1lbi!>lL--PI:-'-allll.lWIUPD..--liL.....utl.iUilL-iL..:ttlUl~.t.ing 

l.J.xar..to"" the depar_twaent may is~ue a single trip permit for 

the fee of SlO for allowing said vehicle or combination of 

vehi.cles to IJOYe over the highways to the first faci 1 i ty 
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where its load can be safely adjusted or to its destination. 

Y I olat ions gf_t.gtal-IIL"l>-OL--il&lL-If!li.gbt__lllllla..t.il>U:O in 

excess of ~&£--lll: 1" .if __ tbL-XIlbl~e gc cQAbiQat..iQD-af 

~ebl~~~-l~ao~a~t!ng-ll~e1~k~ are subject to the fines 

provi.::lert in 6l-10-llt5to and all loads in excess of U_Qf _ _t.~ 

tDt.41-~LQ~~-gr:_4&lll-lflliobLliD!X4t.iQD~-gr: 7" if-tbll-XIlb~la 

or: __ I>Qmbinat.iQQ __ gf_xBbi,lll&_i~-tt:4D~ogr:t.i~-l.i~est.Q~ Must 

be adjusted or reduced to conforM to tOe size ana ~eight 

li•ltations before th~ vehicle or combination of vehicles is 

mo~ed from the point of weighing. 

I 3 I An operator of a vehicle or combination of 

vehiclas subject to the provisions of 6l-l0-107(2t •ay move 

over a highway, except any highway which is part of the 

feder~J-aid interstate syste•• within a 50-mile radius of 

the harvested field to.the point of first unloading. without 

incurring the excess wetght pen31ties set forth In 61-10-145 

if the total gross weight of the vehicle or co~ination of 

vehicles does not exceect allowable weight li~itations oy 

more than 20% per axle but the •axlmu• load per inch of tire 

width may not exceed 670 pounds. The vehicle or COMbination 

or vehicles •ay not exceed ~0 miles per hour. No single tr~p 

permit as required In subsection (ZJ shall be applicable to 

such vehicle or coMbination of vehicles. When such vehicle 

or co.blnatlon of vehicles violates any of the provisions of 

this subsection, the fine or penalty imposed shall apply to 
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