
HOUSE BILL NO. 436 

INTRODUCED BY HARP, GAGB, ftOMAS, C. SMITH, 
JONES, S'l'OBIB, KIA 'riNG 

January 21, 1983 

January 28, 1983 

January 29t 1983 
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March 16, 1983 

March 16, 1983 
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IN 'l'HB BOUSB 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Ca.mittee recommend bill do 
paas as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Dill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second readinq, do paas. 

Considered correctly 
enqrossed. 

'!'bird readinq, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN 'l'HB SBNA'l'B 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee reaomm.end bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

Third readinq, concurred in. 
Ayes, 48r Noes, 0. 

IN 'l'HB ROUSE 

Returned to House. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AHENO SECTION 

82-ll-125• HCA, TO REMOVE THE CUNFIDENT!AL!TY OF REPORTS OF 

STRATIGRAPHIC TEST WELLS FIL~D WITH THE BOARD OF OIL AND GAS 

CONSERYAJION; AND PROVIDING AN INMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-11-125, HCAt is a~ended to read: 

•az-11-125. Availability of co~es or chips, cuttlnqs, 

and bottom-hole temperatures to board. (1) An owner drilling 

a wel J to..- gas or oi J shall •ake available to the board at 

its field offices representative cores or chips. when 

available, the cuttings from the well, and the bottom-hole 

temperatures of the wells, in order to facilitdte the 

discovery of geothermal potential. However, cores• chips, or 

cuttings need not be so made available for a period of 6 

months following completion or abandonment of the wells. The 

board may, however, relieve the owner of a well of tha 

obli.Jation to furnish cores 9 chips, or cuttings when, in the 

opinion of the board, the furnishing thereof would be unduly 

burdenso~e for the owner; however, the owner desiring reli~f 

must apply to and receive permission from th2 board to not 

so furnish. 
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LC 0817/01 

(Z) The owner of a stratigraphic test well drilled for 

the purpose of obtaining lithologic infor.ation useful in 

potential oil and yas operations, as such well is defined by 

the board•s rules, shall within 6-~~ 3 years from the 

date of the cessation of the drilling of the well make 

available to the board complete sets of sample cuttings and 

representative cores or chips and well logs of the wells~ 

which logs shall include among other information the size of 

casinq used, the type and depth of water if any located• and 

bottom-hole te~nperatures for geothermal purposes. ~fte 

-~-ffi~,,-.,_.,, .. _.,Mp,;,-attti-+e'l--+-b..-t-.,....,rttH!tt-..ftd-~pt 
........ ...-.. Rtt-eet>f..i.tleft~-&y--beefi!-~+1---....--thet 

~--bettt"d--des-i-re-s--~e-tf'Se-~he--s-etlf!-t-heweYe.....,.-~he~'tl-aey 

net:--~-the--+~-etrip'S'..--cot"esT--8ftd-~ot;~--+t"1!11m 

_......,_f'Me_.,....,__~H-.. ftt-H-a-pe-r*-f--<>1'-3-yem-s-f .... -tft .. 

~te-&f-the+r-1-mpounding b,-the-beertt--he~--e+ep~edy--ti~ 

~-~~e~-e~~fte-~~~~aph+c-test-we~~-eonsen~~~ 

..,..._by-the-b<>artl-pt'~-i><t----.... ,.......,..,..e,_-&f--t~yeet" 

pef'+&d.--'H>e--l>eartt,-tltof'+n<J-'the-jtef'+od-of-+"'''"""dtlteft1!-fM'-ftft"( 

eOPe~.-eti~~fl~5T-eh+ps~er-~~~P&M-eftY~~·~~ftrhTe--~~ 

•e+ly--.ay--ne~-~+¥e-any-persen-eceess-~~he-eer~y-eh~~Y 

eH~~~sT-e•-+e~Sy-efl~-·~~y-fte~~e+~-e"y-*n~~+on 

.~~~--~her~e--er--&er*¥e&--e~ere4r&M. The board shall 

require and the owner of a stratigraphic test well shall 

furnish 9 prior to the commencement of drilling of the well, 
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a good and sufficient surety bond, to be approved 

the commencement of the drilling, conditioned 

LC 0617/01 

prior to 

upon the 

3 proper plugging of the well prior to abandonment, the amount 

4 of the bond to be determined by the estimated depth as in 

5 the board•s rules provided for oil and gas wells.-eftd i 

6 prior to abgndon.ent, the wells shall be plugged by the 

7 owner thereof or by the surety should the owner be in 

8 default, the plugging to conform to the standards set down 

9 and determined by the board. 

10 t3t--H~w~~and?ftg--~~eet+on---t~ty---bo~to~ hale 

11 ~eepet"Ot:trt'e<t-f'-Mshed-~o-~he-b...,t'd--by-_,ffat+1Jf'"pltte--~~ 

12 weH·--e---..tte++--be--pttt>+T<:-+rtf'er-~+on-~~~-

13 ffHng-w~h-<:he-beor<t.• 

1~ NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

15 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO• 436 

Approved by Committee 
on Natur<:.~l Resources 

INTRODUCED BY HARPt GAGEt THDHASt C. SHITHt 

JONES, STOBIE• KEATING 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

8Z-ll-LZ5, MCA• TO ~Efte¥E ~ THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

REPORTS OF STRATIGRAPHIC TEST WELLS FILED WITH THE BOARD OF 

OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-11-125, MCAt is amended to read: 

8 82-11-125. Availabilitt of cores or chips, cuttings. 

and bottom-hole tegperatures to board. (1) •n owner drilling 

a well for gas or oil shan ~Jake available to t.he board at 

its field offices representative cores or chips. when 

availaole, the cuttings from the well, and the bottom-hole 

temperatures of the wells, in order to facilitate the 

discovery of geothermal potential. However, cores, .chips, or 

cuttings need not be so made available for a pertod of 6 

months following completion or abandon~ent of the wells. The 

board may, however, relieYe the owner of a well of the 

obligation to furnish cores, chips, or c..uttings when, in the 

opinion of the boardw the furnishing thereof would be unduly 

burdensome for the owne~; however, the owner desiring relief 
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Must apply to and receive permission from the board to not 

so furnish. 

(2) The owner of a stratigraphic test well drilled for 

the purpose of obtaining lithologic information useful in 

potential oil and gas operations, as such well is defined by 

the board•s rules, shall within 6-.on~s ~~ fro• the 

date of the cessation of the drilling of the well •ake 

available to the board complete sets of saaple cuttings and 

representative cores or chips and well logs of the wellst 

which logs shall include a•ong other information the size of 

casing used• the type and depth of water if any Jocated, and 

bottom-hole temperatures for geother•a1 purposes. ~he 

ew~~§T-ee#e~y-eft+p5y-end-~eg~-~he~+-be-~mpeanded-eftd-kep~ 

see~re-e~d-eOftf+defttTe+-by-~he-bosrd-Hft~++--~~eh--~~--~ha~ 

~he--heer~--ee~~s--~e-~se-~e-seee~-fta.ewery-~he-Doar~-may 

net~~ase-~ne--+og~y--ehTpsy--eor~~---and---e~~tT~---f~o• 

$~P~~epft+e--~es~-we~+s-un~~-s-per•od-af-3-years-from-~he 

daee-o~-~he~r-~•pa~ftft+n~-hy-~he-beerd--hes--e+ep~edy--~n+ess 

~he--owner--o~~fte-~~re~+graphTe-~e~-we++-eo~sen~s-~o-~~ 

ase-by-~e-~oe~-pr+or--~e--~he--e•~~re~~e~--~--~he--~-yee¥ 

p~+OS.--~he-beardy-d~r+"q-~he-per+ed-e~-+•pe~d.e~-~er-eny 

eoresy-eu~t~ng~y-eh+psy-or-+eg~-+~efty-~~r~~ephTe--t~~ 

we~~T--may--Re~-~•¥e-efty-~eP5eft-eeeess-~e-~fte-eor~-eh+psy 

e~~·ft~sy-e~-~e~~T-aHd-+t-~ey-ftet-d+se+o~e--e"Y--•~~+on 

~e4a~+n~--~fte~~o--e~--ee~~ved--~~e~f~~ The board sha11 
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require and the owner of a stratigraphic test well shall 

Z furnish• prior to the commencement of drilling of the wellt 

3 a good and sufficient surety bond, to be approved prior to 

4 the commencement of the drilling, conditioned upon the 

5 proper plugging of the well prior to abandonment, the amount 

6 of the bond to be determined by the estimated depth as in 

7 the board•s rules provided for oil and gas wellsy-end i 

a prior to abandon.ant, the wells shall oe plugged by the 

9 owner thereof or by the surety should the owner be in 

10 default, the plugging to conform to the standards set down 

11 and determined by the board. 

12 t~t--Neew~tend~g---~~~$eet+on---t~ty---b~te.-he~e 

13 ~e.pe~e~u~~-~~Pn+shed~e-~he-bee~d--by--~~ra~g~ephTe--~~ 

14 ~+--ewfter~--shet+--~e--p~~~•e-+ftfGrma~+oft-f .. ed+a+e+y-~pGft 

15 #+i+n~w~~ft-~he-~aw• 

16 NfW SECIIQMa Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

17 effec~ive on passage and approval. 

-End-

-3- HB •B6 
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HOUSE BILL NO• ~36 

INTRODUCED BY HARPo GAGEo THOMAS, c. SMITHo 

JONESo STOBIEo KEATING 

A BII.L FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 

82-11-125, MCAo TO ~ ~ THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

-REPORTS OF STRATIGRAPHIC TEST WELLS FILED WITH THE BOARD OF 

OIL AND . GAS CONSERVATION; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-11-125, MCAo Is aaanded to read: 

•82-11-125. AvallabilltJ of cores or chlpso cuttings• 

and bottaa-hole te~eratures to board. [1) An owner drilling 

a wall for gas or oil shall aake available to the board at 

its field offiOR5 representative cores or chips, when 

available, the cuttings fro• the wello and the bottoa-hole 

te~eratures of the wellso in order to facilitate the 

discovery of gaother•al potential. However, cores, chips. or 

cuttings need not be so ._de available for a period of 6 

11onths following c:-pletion or abandon•nt of the wells- The 

board aay, however, relieve the owner of a well of the 

obligation to furnish cores. chips, or cuttings whent in the 

opin_ion of the boardo the furnishing thereof would be undulJ 

burdenso .. for the owner; howeverw the owner desiring relief 

1 

z 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 
21 

-22 

23 

2~ 

25 

HB 0~36/02 

•ust apply to and receive per•isaJon fro• the board to not 

so furnish. 

121 The owner of a stratigraphic: test well drilled ¥or 

the-purpose o¥ obtaining lithologic ln¥oraation use¥ul In 

potential oil and gas operations. as such well Is da¥ined by 

the board•s rulesw sha11 within ~~ 3 r•ars fro• the 

date of the cessation of the drilling of the wall aake 

available to the board c:oaplete sets of s .. ple cuttings and 

representative cores or chips and wall logs of the wells• 

which logs shall include aaong other lnfor .. tion the size of 

casIng used, the type and depth of water If any located• and 

botta.-hole te~aperatYres for geother-1 purposes. 'ffte 

•"'"HI!J•r-e-es.-ell+,..r---Mge-eheH-Ite-i-ttp-ntletf-_,_ltept. 

,..,.,...,._..,,_...,.Htlant:+et-lly-t:he-loe8Pcf-ttnt+t--s.,.._t._-t:hat. 

t:M- hoer<!l <!leslres---t.--t:loe-se--r-...,__r,.-t.he-boerd--y 

· ftei~"'ttee-'---t.he--~ogey--etripe..--e-----ct---eoot:t:+,..--froa 

$t:ret:+9reph+e-t.aet:-we++s-•nt:+~-a-per+od-of-3-yoers-froa-t:he 

<!leee-ef-t:~tapellftdTng-~y-tha-baer<!l--hee--e+epsedy--""~eee 

t.ha-----ef--t.he-et:rM+go-eplrie---..eH-eensent:a--t.e-t:he+r 

·ase-by-t:he-toeer<!l~r+or--t:e--t:he--e~ret+en--ef--t:he--3-yeor 

·per+Od.--~he-beer<!ly-dar+ng-t.he-per+ed-ef-+apewft~fer-eny 

eore .. -eat:t:+ngey-eh+psr-or-~egs-..,y-.t:ret:Tgo-eplt+e--t:eet: 

we++ .. ---.y--net.--g+¥e-efty-p..-eft-eeeeee-t:e-t:he-eoresy-eft+psy 

e~t:+ngs..-er-~egs.-en<!l-+~ .. r-net-dTse+&ee--eny-~nfo; .. t.ren 

~et:~§--t:~~e--&P--der+ved--t:ft~free. The board shall 
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1 r•'ll'fre "d U.. _..er of " stretlgraphfc test well shall 

Z furnlsho prior tq the co ... ace .. nt of drilling of the well, 

I • geod 4ftd sufficient surety ~~d• to be epproved prior to 

~ the co ... nce~ent of the drilllftgo conditioned upon the 

s proper plugging of the well prior to abendon .. nt, the aaovnt 

6. of the bond to be detereine4 by the estl .. ted depth •• in 

l the boArd•s rules provided for oil And g11s wellsy-eft4 4 

e prior t~ abandon--nto the wells shall be plugged bf the 

9 · owner thereof or br the swretr sh<M.II d the o~~ner be In 

10 default• the plugging te c~for• to the stllftdards set down 

ll and deter~ined br the board. 

1Z 

13 ~----,_ .. .......,.-41 .............. ~-·~ .. ~,...phte-~ 
1~ ft++ ililftBI"il lfl .. t--loil-...... f+e-+fH'OI"-~t ...... _'l-y-W1"1t 

1!! fH+n.-•Uh l!fte ....,.._. 

16 -- -111111 IEGTIQM. Section z. Effective datilo Thl$ IICt IS 

1? effective on pas-.ge and epprovel. 

-en.,.. 

_,_ 
HI ~36 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 431> 

INTRODUCED BY HARP, GAGE, THOMAS, t. SMITHy 

JONES• ST051E• KEATING 

A BILe FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO AHEND SECTION 

82-11-125• MCA• TO REMeYE ~ THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

REPORTS OF STRATIGRAPHIC TEST WELLS FILED WITH THE BOARD Of 

OIL AND GAS CONSERVAT10N; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 82-ll-lZ5t MCA• is aMended to read: 

11 82-11-125. Availability of cores or chlpsy cutt.lnqsy 

and b~tto•-hole te•peratures to board. Cll An owner drilJinq 

a Mell for 9as or oil shall ~ake available to the board at 

its field off;cos representative cores or chips, ~hen 

availab1e 9 the c:uttinqs fro• the we11, and ttte bottom-hole 

temperatures of the wells., in order to facilitate the 

discovary of geothermal potential. However, cores, chips, or 

cuttings need not be so made available for a period of 6 

months follo~lnq completion or ajandonment of the ~ells. The 

board may. however, ~elieve the owner of a well of the 

obl i::J·.1\.ion to f•Jrnish cores., chips., or cuttinq-:. when, in the 

opinion of th~ board, t~e furnishlnq th~r~of would be unduly 

burde"so~e for the own~r; howevert the o~n~r desiring relief 
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must apply to and receive pe~•isslon fro• the board to not 

so furnish. 

(2) The owner of a ~tratigraphic ~est well drilled for 

the purpose of obtaining lithologic lnforaatlon useful In 

potgntial oil and gas operations. as such well is defined by 

the board•s rules• shall within 6-•~h• J~ fro• the 

date of the cessation of the drilling of the well make 

available to the board complete sets of sa~ple cuttings and 

representative cores or chips and well logs of the wells 1 

which logs shall include a.ong other infor.ation the size of 

casln~ used. the type and depth of water If any located 9 and 

bottoM-hole temperatures fo~ geQther.al purposes. ~~ 

e~~~g~y-eeresy-eh+psy-eftd-+egs-~he++-be-tMpo~nded-end-kept 

seee~-end-eonf+den~et-by-~he-boerd-o"~+J--,ueh--t+ae--~·~ 

~he--boerd--des+~e~--to-ttS&-~e~~-howe••~•-the-boe~a-.ey 

not--es~--the--+~sy--eh+psy--eoresy---end---ea~~n~s---~e• 

s~~-~~~eph+e--test-wet+s-a~+t-a~+cd-of-3-yeers-•re•-the 

de~e-of-the+r-+•pe~"dtng-~y-~e-boerd--he1--etepse0.--un~ess 

ene--ow"e~--of-the-stra~+9reph+e-test-we++-eonsents-to-the+r 

b~e-ey-the-board-~r+or--to--the--expT~atton--o~--the--,-yee~ 

p~r+o~,--~"e-boerd•-d~r+nq-the-pertod-o~-tm~oandee~-¥er-e"y 

eores•-ea~t+ngsy-eh+~~·-or-~cg~-froM-eny-~~ret~~~ep"~e--~es~ 

w~++~-m~7--~e~--~+w~-efty-per~e~-e~~•s~-te-~"e-eore~•-eh~~~· 

e~~~+~gs~-or-Te~~.-~nd-~~-m~y-n~~-d~~e~e~@--~~y--+n•e~M~~+en 

~~+ee+~~--~h~~~~e--er--d@~~Y@d--t"e~ef~e•• The board shall 

-7- Ha 436 
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require and the owner of ~ stratigraphic test well shall 

2 furnish, prior to the commence~ent of drilling of the well~ 

3 a good and sufficient surety bondt to be approved ~rior to 

4 the commencement of the drilling, conditioned upon the 

S proper plugging of the well prior to abandonment, the d•ount 

6 of the bond to be deter•ined by the estimated depth as in 

1 the board•s rules provided for oil and gas wellsy-and ~ 

a prior to abandonaent, the wells shall be plugged by the 

9 owner thereof or by the surety snould the owner be in 

10 defaultt the olugging to conform to the standards set down 

11 and determined by the board. 

12 t~t--H~w+~s~endfftg----sw~see~~Oft---t~ty---~~~e•-ho~e 

13 te~p~~a¥e~-f~¥n+shed-~o~he-Beerd--hy--~tre~+~reph+e--~e~ 

1+ we+~--ewner,--sh~+--~e--~ab~e-t"'ar.a~+e~+••ed+e~~T-epe" 

15 f+++~-w+~h-the-boerd•" 

16 M~-SftllC~ Section z. Effective date. This act is 

17 effective on passage and approval. 

-End-
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