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INTRODUCED BY 

I~ BILL NO. __!fJp 
~ 1<.~\-...-.J 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF LAWS RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

REGISTRATIONt OPERATIONt AND ACCIDENT REPORTS; AMENUING 

SECTIONS 61-3-601, 61-3-704, 61-6-304, AND 61-7-lllt MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THe LEGISLATURE Or THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-601, HCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-601. Penalty for violations. Except as otherwise 

provided• a violgtion of any of the provisions of this 

chanter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding 48 j2:{20 or jmprjsonment jo the cpuoty jajl tor a 

t,e(m not gxceeding 6 moo11Js or both _iych fine and 

imprjsoome.o.t_. Nothin:J contained herein prevents the 

prosecution of a person for an offense committed under any 

vther 1 aw. 11 

S~::ction 2. Section 61-3-704, MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-3-704. Penalty. Any person operating a vehicle in 

violation of the intent and purpose of 01-3-701 or 61-3-702 

shall De guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 

shall be punished by 0 fine of not ~s~--~heft--•T~--e~ more 

than s~ ~Q or confined in the county jdil for not more 

than ~~-e~~ J months or both such fine and imprisonment.• 
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Section 3. Section 61-6-304, MCA, is amended to read: 

.. 61-6-304. Penalties. It is unlawful for any person to 

op~rate a motor vehicle upon highways, streets, or roadways 

of this state without a valid policy of liability insurance 

in effect in an amount not Jess than that provided in 

61-6-301 or unless such person has been issued a certificate 

of self-insurance pursuant to 61-6-143 or has previously 

posted an indemnity bond with the division of motor vehicles 

as provided by 61-6-301 or is operating a vehicle exempt 

under 61-6-303. A violation of 61-6-301 through 61-6-304 is 

a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed •~se ~ 

QL__imprisonment jn the county iail for a term ngt to exceed 

b months or both such fjo? and imprjson•mt.• 

Section 4. Section 61-7-111, HCA, is amended to read: 

n61-7-lll. Accident report for~s. (1) The division 

shall prepare and, upon request" supply to police 

departments, coroners, medical examiners, sheriffs. garages, 

and other suitable agencies or individuals forms for 

accident reports required hereunder, appropriate with 

respect to the persons r9quired to make such reports and the 

purposes to b~ served. The written reports to be made by 

p~rsons involved in accidents and by investigating officers 

shall call for sufficie~tly detailed information to disclose 

with reference to a traffic accident the causes" conditions 

then ex i s.ti n·:h and the person~ and vehi c 1 es involved. 

-2- l N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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l (2} Every accident report required to be made in 

2 writinq shall be made on the appropriat~ form approved oy 

3 the division and shall contain all of the information 

4 required ther-2in unless not available• 

5 (3) The division may suspend the license or permit to 

6 drive of any resident or the nonresident operating prlvilega 

7 of any person failing to r~port an accident as herein 

8 provided until such report has been filed. Any person 

9 convicted of failing to report an accident by the quickest 

10 aeans of communication or failing to forward a written 

11 report as required herein is guilty of a misde•eanor and 

12 punishable by a fine of not •~ ~ thdn •~ ~lQ or more 

13 t.hillLll.!!li • • 

-End-
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Approved by CommiLLee 
on Judiciary 

HOUSE BILL NO• 430 

INTRODUCED BY HANNAHt KITSELHAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE 

P~NALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF LAWS RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLE 

REGISTRATION, OPERATION, AND ACCIDENT REPORTS; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-3-601, 61-3-704t 61-6-304t AND 61-7-111t HCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THF LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-3-601, MCA, is amended to read: 

~61-3-601. Penalty for violations. E~cept as otherwise 

provided, a violation of any of the provisions of this 

chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine not 

exceeding Sr~ 1~Q-oc_lmRcl~R~nt-ia_tae_~gugt~Jail_f~ 

tecm __ oat __ exceedlog __ Q __ mgotb~-~'--~atb_-~~n_ __ fl~--~ 

lmp~:l~aomeot• Nothing contained herein prevents the 

prosecu~ion of a person for an offense committed under any 

other 1 aw•" 

Section z. Section bl-3-704, MCAy Is amended to read: 

"61-3-704. Penalty. Ant person operating a vehicle in 

violation of the intent and purpose of 61-3-701 or 61-3-702 

~hall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 

shall ~e punished Dy a fine of not ~e~~--~he"--•~e--o~ more 

than •~e 12QQ or confined in the county jail for not more 

than 39-~ey~ Q_mgot~ or both such fine an~ imprison~ent." 
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Section 3. Section 61-6-3047 MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-6-304. ~enalties. It is unlawful for any person to 

operate a motor vehicle upon highways. streets, or roadways 

of this state without a valid policy of liability insurance 

in effect in an amount not less than that provided in 

61-6-301 or unless such person has been issued a certificate 

of self-insurance pursuant to 61-6-143 or has previously 

posted an indemnity bond with the division of motor vehicles 

as provided by 61-6-301 or Is operating a vehicle exe•pt 

under 61-6-303. A violation of 61-6-301 through 61-6-304 is 

a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $~58 12UQ 

at __ imatl~oomeot_lo_tbe_~a~otx-Jgll-La~:-a_te~:m_ogt_tu_eA~eg 

~-mootb~_ot-~tb-~~~b-Lioe_ana_lm~~gomeot•" 

Section 4. Section 61-7-111, MCAt is amended to read: 

"bl-7-111. Accident report forms. (1) The division 

shdll prepare dnd, upon request:t supply to poll ce 

departments, coroners, ~edical examinersy sheriffs, garages 9 

and other suitable agencies or Individuals forms for 

accident reports required hereunder, appropriate with 

respect to the persons required to make such reports and the 

purposes to be s~rved. ThP. written reports to be made by 

pqr$Orls involved in accidents and by investigating officers 

shall call for sufficiently detailed informatton to disclose 

wi~h reference to a t.raffic accident the causes, conditions 

then ~xisting, and th~ persons and vehicles involved. 
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(2) Every accident report required to be made in 

2 writiny shall be made on the appropriate form approved by 

3 the division and shall contain all of the Information 

4 required therein unless not available. 

5 (3) The division may suspend the license or permit to 

6 drive of any resident or the nonresident operating privilege 

1 of any person failing to r~port an accident as herein 

6 provided until such report has been filed. Any person 

9 convicteo of failing to report an accident by the quickest 

10 means of communication or failing to forward a written 

11 report as required herein is guilty of a misdemeanor and 

12 punls~able by a fine of not •~re 1~2 t"e"-se5 ~~~ &Q~ 

13 tban-tiUu·· 

-End-
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