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INTRODUCED BY 
t~L NDo :m 

(! . &.~~..()~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

THROUGH ANNEXATION, CONSOLIDATION, OR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

OF SUCH DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2D-6-3Q4, 2D-6-311, 

ZD-6-402, AND 20-6-403, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 20-6-302, 

2D-6-305, AND 20-6-306, HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~ Section 1. Time limitations for boundary 

changes. No high school district may be created and no high 

school district boundary may be changed between the first 

day of March and the second Monday of August of any calendar 

year except when: 

(1) the entire territory of a high school distrlct is 

annexed or attached to another high school district; 

(2) the entire territory or portion of a joint high 

school district located in one county is annexed or attached 

to another high school distric-t; or 

(3) two or more districts are consolidated in their 

entirety. 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. District consolidation. Any 

two or more high school districts in one county •ay 
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consolidate to organize a high school district. The 

consolidation must be conducted under the following 

procedure:: 

(1) At the time the consolidation proposition is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deteraine 

whether the consolidation is to be made with or without the 

mutual assu•ption o~ the bonded indebtedness of each 

district by all districts included in the consolidation 

pl"oposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition may be introduced, 

individually, in each of the districts by either of the 

following methods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving their district; or 

(b) not less than 20% of the electors of a high school 

district who are qualified to vote unde~ the provisions of 

20-ZQ-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider a consolidation proposition 

involving their district. 

(3 1 When the county superintendent receives a 

resolution or a valid petition from each of the districts 

included in the consolidation proposition, he shall, within 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and as provided by zo-zo-201. order the trustees of each 
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high school dis~rict Included in the consolidation 

proposition to call a consolidation electJon. 

(4] Ca) Each district·,. individually• shall call and 

conduct an election in the •a-nner prescribed in th-is title 

for school elections. 

{b) In addition: 

I I I if the districts to be consolidated are to 

mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolIdation. the consol i·dation election 

must also follow the procedures prescribed in [section 5]; 

or 

(ii) if the districts to be consolidated are not to 

mutually assume the bonded indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolidation7 the consolidation election 

•ust also follow the procedures prescribed in lo-6-201. 

(5) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate prQVided for in zo-zo-~16 from the 

trustees of each dlst~lct included in a consolidation 

proposition, he shall deterMine if the consolidation 

proposition has been approved in each district. If each 

district has approved the consolidation proposition, he 

shall, within 10 days after the receipt of the election 

certificate, order the consolidation of such districts. If 

the order is for consolidation with the mutual assu•ption of 

bonded indebt~dness of each hi-gh school district by all 
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districts included in the consolidation order, the order 

shall specify that all taxable real and personal property of 

the consolidated district shall assume the bonded 

indebtedness of each district. In aDdition. the order shall 

specify the nuabe~ of the consolidated high school district. 

The superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the 

board of county comaissioners and to the trustees oT each 

district incorporated in the consolidation order. 

(6t IT any district included in the consolidation 

proposition disapproves the consolidation proposition. the 

consolidation of all districts ¥ails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the consolidation proposition. 

NfW SECTION. Section 3. Conditions for high school 

district annexation. (1) A high school district may be 

annexed to another high school district located in the same 

county when: 

(a) a third-class district is annexed to a first-class 

district or a second-class district; or 

(b) a second-class 

first-class district. 

district is annexed to d 

(2) The annexation o~ high school districts must be 

conducted under the provisions of [section 4]. 

NEW S£CTION. Section 4e High ~chool district 

annexation procedure. A high school district may be annexed 

-4-
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to another high school district located in the same county 

when one of the conditions of [section 3] is met in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

(lt At the time the annexation proposition is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly determine 

whether the annexation is to be •ade with or without the 

joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexjng 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

(2) An annexation proposition may be introduced in the 

district to be annexed by either of the following methods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider an 

annexation proposition for their district; or 

(bl not less than 20% of the electors of the district 

who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-3Q2 

may petition the county superintendent requesting an 

election to consider an annexation proposition for their 

district. 

(3) Before ordering an election on the proposition• 

the county superintendent must receive from the trustees of 

the annexing district a resolution giving him the authority 

to annex such district. 

(4) When the county superintendent receives 

authorization from the annexing district~ he shally within 

-5-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Z2 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0694/01 

10 days after the receipt o~ the resolution or a valid 

petition from the district to be annexed and as provided by 

2o-2o-201• order the trustees of the district to be- annexed 

to call an annexation election. 

{51 

election 

elections. 

{b) 

(a} The district shall call and conduct an 

in the manner prescribed in this tit1e for school 

In addition: 

(i) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume 

with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of the 

annexing district. the annexation election must also follow 

the procedures prescribed in [section S]; or 

(ii) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of 

the annexing district, the annexation election must also 

follow the procedures prescribed in [section 6]• 

(6) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for in 20-20-416 from the 

trustees of the district conducting the annexation election 

and if the annexation proposition has been approved by such 

election, he shall order the annexation of the territory of 

the high school district voting on such proposition to the 

high school district that has authorized the annexation to 

its territory. The order must be issued within 10 days after 

the receipt of the election certificate and, if It is for 
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annexation with the assumption ~ bonded indebtedness~ must 

specify that all the taxable real and personal property oT 

the annexed territory shall jointly assume with the annexing 

district the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district. The county superintendent shall send a copy of the 

order to the board of county coamissioners and to the 

trustees of the districts involved in the annexation order. 

(7) lf the annexation proposition is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed 9 it fail~ and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the annexation proposition. 

N~W SEI:IION. Section 5. Consolidation or annexation 

bonded indebtedness. A election with assuaption of 

consolidation election involving 

bonded indebtedness by the high 

the •utual assumption of 

school districts to be 

consolidated as prescribed In (section 2] or an annexation 

election involving the joint assumption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be annexed as 

prescribed in [section ~] •ust comply with the following 

procedures in addition to those prescribed by this title for 

other school eJections: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots must read• 

after s~ating the consolidation proposition• "FOR 

consolidation with assuMption of bonded indebtedness• and 

"AGAINST consolidation with assumption of bonded 
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indebtedness•. 

(Z) In an annexation election the ballots must read• 

a~ter stating the annexation proposition, •rOR annexation 

with assumption of bonded indebtedness• and "AGAINST 

annexation with assuMption of bonded indebtedness•. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of zo-zo-301 may vote. 

(4) When the trustees in each high school district 

conducting an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

of ZG-26-415 9 they shall decide according to the following 

procedure if the proposition has been approved: 

(a) determine if a sufficient number of the qualified 

electors of the district voted to validate the eJection and 

voted to approve the election proposition in the .anner 

required for bond elections by Zo-9~28; and 

{b) if the proposition ;s approved under subsection 

(4J{a), determine the nuaber of votes •FOR• and "AGAINST• 

the proposition. 

(51 If the proposition 

provisions of subsection 

disapproved in the district. 

is disapproved under 

(4J(aJ• the proposition 

the 

is 

NEW SECTION. Section 6· Consolidation or annexation 

election without assumption of bonded indebtedness. (1) A 

consolidation election without the assumption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be consolidated 

-a-
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as prescribed in (section 2] or an annexation election 

without the joint assumption of bonded indebtedness by the 

high school district to be annexed as prescribed in [section 

4] must be conducted in the manner prescribed· by this title 

for school elections. Any elector qualified to vote under 

the provisions of 20-ZD-302 may vote at the election. 

(2) ln a consolidation election the ballots •ust read, 

after stating the consolidation proposition• •FOR 

consolidation without as5umption of bonded indebtedness• and 

"AGAINST consolidation without assumption of bonded 

indebtedness•. The consolidation proposition is approved by 

a district if a majority of those voting in a district 

approve the proposition; otherwise, it is disapproved. 

(3) In an annexation election the ballots •ust read, 

after stating the annexation proposition, •FOR annexation 

without assumption of bonded indebtedness• and "AGAINST 

annexation without assumption of bonded indebtedness•. The 

annexation proposition is approved by a district If a 

majority of those voting approve the proposition; otherwise. 

it is disapproved. 

NEW SECTION. Section 7. Transfer of territory froa 

one high school district to another. (1) A majority of 

electors of any high school district who are qualified to 

vote under the provisions 

territory that is a part of 

of zo-zo-301 and who reside in 

a high school district may 

-9-
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petition the county superintendent to transfer such 

territory to another high school district if: 

(a) the territory adjoins the district to which it is 

to be attached; 

(b) the territory is not located within 3 milesw over 

the shortest practical routee of an operating school of the 

district ¥rom which lt is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of such territory will not reduce the 

taxable value o£ the district to less than S300w000 unless 

the remaining territory of the district contains not less 

than 50y000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transfer. 

(2) The p~tition must be addressed to the county 

superintendent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state the reasons why such transfer is requested; 

and 

(c) state the number of high-school-age children 

residing in such territory. 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

transfer9 the county superintendent shall: 

(a) 

(b l 

file the petition; 

set a hear-ing place. date. and time for 

-10-
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consideration of the petition that is not more than 40 days 

after receip~ of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the placew date, and ti.e of the 

hearing. The notices must be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the .anner prescribed in this 

title for school elections. with at least one notice posted 

in the territory to be transferred. 

(~) The county superintendent shall conduct the 

hearing as scheduled• and any resident or taxpayer of either 

affected district must be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of the territory, he shall grant 

the petitioned request and order the change of district 

boundaries to coincide with the boundary description in the 

petition. Otherwise, he shall by ·order deny the request. 

Either of the orders shall be final 20 days after its date 

unless it is appealed to the superintendent of public 

instruction by a resident of either distr-ict affected by the 

territory transfer. The decision of the superintendent of 

public instruction, after consideration of the material 

presented at the county superintendent•s hearing. is finaJ 

30 days after its date. 

(5) If a petition to t:rans~er territory fro• one high 

school district to another high school district would create 

a joint high school district or affect the boundary of any 
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existing joint high school district, the petition ~ust be 

presented to the county superintendent of the county where 

the territory is located. The county superintendent shall 

notify any other county superintendents of counties with 

districts affected by the petition9 and the dutfes 

prescribed in this section for the county superintendent 

must be performed jointly by such county officials. 

Section B. Section 20-6-304• HCA9 is amended to read: 

•zD-6-304. High school boundary com•i ssi on 

procedure for boKndery-ehengey division y-~red+w+~Oft 2f 

county into high scbpgl districts. (1) Each county of the 

state of Montana shall have a high school boundary 

co~ission consisting of the board of county com•issioners 

and the county superintendent. Whenever a county 

superintendent receives a resolution from the trustees of 

any high school district requesting a-h&vftdery-ehenge-er-e 

re~~e~~ the cgmm;ssjon to divide or-red+¥+~ the county ;nto 

high school dist~icts. he shall immediately notify the high 

school boundary co•mission. Such co .. ission shall set a 

t;me. date• and place for a public hearing on the request. 

The hearing shall be set for a date within 60 days after the 

receipt of the request. and any interested person may appear 

and be heard on such request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested divisionw er red+Y?s+on to the 

-lZ-
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trustees of each elementary ene-~-se~eo+ district of the 

county which has territory that would be affected by the 

change. The county superintendent shall also giYe notice of 

such public hearing in accordance with the require.ent for 

school election notices prescribed by school election 

provisions of this title. The certificate of the county 

superintendent filed with the high school boundary 

commission reciting that such notice requireaents have been 

satisfied shall be conclusive. 

(2) In considering a request 

~~~~eHftd&r~5~ to divide ar rediwifte the county into 

high school districts. the high school boundary co .. issJon 

shall give primary consideration to the convenience of the 

hi.Jh school pupils of the territory under consideration. 

Such com•ission also shall consider ~he grouping of 

ele~ntary districts to be encompassed by a high school 

district o~ districts and shall group contiguous elementary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

travel. such as mountains. rivers, impractical routes of 

travel, or dis~ance. make such grouping impractical. After 

the hearing. the high school boundary commission .sy--gr~ 

er--eetty- eft) r-efttte~-.eft-ttftfter-t!:he-pr&¥+•-i-oft'!t-of-~9-~ 

~or-ft~~ft-sehee?-ft+'!t~~~beondery-eftsnge-b~ shall order 

the division of the county into high school districts 

whenever requested under the- provisions of Zo-6-303. +~ 
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+~er--eese--the ~ commission•s discretion shall extend 

only to the establishing of boundaries for the newly created 

high school district or districts.• 

Section 9. Section 20-6-311, MCAy is amended to read: 

•20-6-311. High school dis~rict boundary approval by 

superin~endent. Whenever a high school boundary co .. ission 

orders 

division ..-~e+v~+en of the county into high school 

districts under ~he-~+s+ons-~~~+e 2Q-6=304• its 

order shall not be final until it has been approved by the 

superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent of 

public instruction shall not approve any high school 

boundary commission order that: 

(1) is dated less than 1 year since the last high 

school boundary commission order was approved for such 

county i 2.1: 

(2) has not been confirmed by the high school boundary 

commission of each county affected by the boundary change 

wh~n it involves a joint high school district~ftr 

t3t--<l.._-..et:-_.;.de--~-"'he--h~h--....,---<l~ .. .;.et 

~~ft~·~~--e~~d--by--~he--e+~or~-o+--en--~leMentery 

~~5~r~~-~n~er-~he-~~~ftS-o?-~-39§-er~9~.· 

Section 10. Section 20-6-402• ~CA• is amended to read: 

•zo-6-402. Voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. Sections 20-6-401 through 20-6-408 sha11 be 

-14-
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1 known as the voluntary consolidation and annexation 

2 incentive plan. The purpose of this plan is to provide 

3 additional finan·cial assistance to school districts that 

~ consolidate o~ annex under the provisions of zo-6-203• 

5 zo-6-205, or 20-6--Z08 for ele.entary school districts or 

6 ;!8-6-!KK [sgctigo 2] gr [sectjoo 41 for high school 

7 di strict:s.• 

8 Section 11. Section 20-6-403, "CA• is amended to read: 

9 •Zo-6-~03. Application for bonus payaent. Whenever two 

10 or MOTe ele~ntary school districts consolidate or annex 

11 under the provtsions of 2D-6-203t 20-6-205• or 2G-6-208 or 

12 two or •ore high school districts consol id.a-te gr amex under 

13 the provisions of ~g 6 39~ fsectioo 21 or [5e£tion 41, the 

14 enlarged district .ay •eke appl ica-tlon for the bonus payaent 

15 as provided herein if such consolidation or annexation shall 

16 result in the- dissolution of at least one ele .. ~ary or high 

17 school district. Application for the bonus payments .ust be 

18 made during the school year of the order creating the 

19 enlarged school district.• 

20 NEW SECIIQN. Section 12. Repealer. Sections 2Q-6-302• 

21 2D-6-30S 9 and 20-6-306, MCA, are repealed. 

22 NEW SECTIQN. Section 13. Codification instruction. 

23 Sections 1 through 7 are intended to be codified as an 

24 integral part af Title zo, chapter 6, part 3, and the 

25 provisions of Title 20 apply to $eetions 1 through 7. 

-End-
-15-
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HOUSE BILL NO• lt28 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON, EUDAILY• BERTELSEN, SCHULTZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

THROUGH ANNEXATION, CONSOLIDATION, DR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

OF SUCH DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-301t• 20-6-311, 

20-6-it02, AND 20-6-lt03, HCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 20-b-302, 

20-6-305, ~N9 20-6-306, AHU-'D=b~ HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

lE~_SftiiUHa Section 1. Time limitations for boundary 

changes. No high school district •ay be created and no high 

school district boundary may be changed between the first 

day of March and the second Monday of August of any calendar 

year except when: 

(1) the entire territory of a high school district is 

annexed or attached to another hiqh school district; 

f2) the entire territory or portion of a joint high 

school district located in one county is annexed or attached 

to another high school district; or 

(3) two or more districts are consolIdated In their 

entirety. 

NfM-~ftLIUH. Section 2. District consolidation. 4ny 

two or more high school districts in one county may 

1 

2 

3 

it 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB Olt28/02 

consolidate to organize a high school district. The 

consolidation must be conducted under the follo,.ing 

procedure: 

(l) At the time the consolidation proposition is first 

considered. the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the consolIdation is to be ~ade with or without the 

~nutual assumption of the bonded indebtedness of each 

district by all districts Included in the consolidation 

proposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition may be introduced• 

Individually• in each of the districts by either of the 

following methods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving their district; or 

(b) not less than 20% of the electors of a hiqh school 

district who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an elect I on to consider a consolidation p~oposltion 

involving their district. 

(3) When the county superintendent receives a 

resolution or a valid petition from each of the districts 

included in the consolidation proposition. he shall, within 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and as provided by 20-20-201. orde~ the t~ustees of each 

-2- HB it28 
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high school di str.fct Included In the consolidation 

proposition to call a consolidation election. 

(4) (a) Each dlstrlcto lndlviduallyo shall call and 

conduct an election In the manner prescribed in this title 

for school elections. 

(b) In addition: 

(i) if the districts to be consolidated are to 

•utually assu•e the bonded Indebtedness of each district 

involved In the consolidation, the consolidation election 

must also follow the procedures prescribed In (section 5]; 

or 

(il) I~ the districts to be consolidated are not to 

IK.Itua,Jly assUMe the bonded indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolidation, the consolidation election 

must also follow the procedures prescribed In 20-6-207. 

(5) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for in zo-zo-~16 fro• the 

trustees of 

proposition., 

each 

he 

district included 

shall deteralne if 

In a 

the 

consolidation 

consol idatfon 

proposition has been approved In each district. If each 

district has approved the consolidation proposition. he 

shall., within 10 days after the receipt of the election 

certificate. order the consolidation of such districts. If 

the order Is for consolidation with the mutual assumption of 

bonded indebtedness of each high school district by all 
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districts Included In the consolidation order., the order 

shall specify that all taxable real and personal property of 

the consolidated district shall assu~e the bonded 

indebtedness of each district. In addition, the order shall 

specify the nuaber of the consolidated high school district. 

The superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the 

board of county commissioners and to the trustees of each 

district incorporated in the consolidation order. 

(~) If any district included in the consolidation 

proposition disapproves the consolidation proposition• the 

consolidation of all districts fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the consolidation proposition. 

NfW_Sf,IlDHa Section 3. Conditions for high school 

district annexation. (1} A high school district may be 

annexed to another high school district located In the same 

county when: 

(a) a third-class district is annexed to a first-class 

district or a ~econd-class district; or 

(b) a second-class 

fir~t-class district. 

district Is annexed to a 

(Z) The annexation of high school districts must be 

conducted under the provisions of [section 4]. 

~tM-SttiiDHa Section it. Hlqh school district 

annexation procedure. A high school district May be annexed 
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to another hiqh school district located in the same county 

whan one of the conditions of [section 3] is aet in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) At the time the annexation proposition is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the annexation Is to be made with or without the 

joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

{2) An annexation proposition may be introduced in the 

district to be annexed by either of the following ~ethods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider an 

annexation proposition for their district; or 

(b) not less than 2~~ of the electors of the district 

who are qualified to vote under the provisions of ~9-~9-36~ 

ZQ=Z~lQl may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider an annexation proposition for their 

district. 

(3) Befor@ ordering an election on the proposition, 

the county superintendent must receive from the trustees of 

the annexinq district a resolution giving him the authority 

to annex such district. 

(4) When the county superintendent receives 

authorization from the annexing district, he shallt within 
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10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid 

petition from the district to be annexed and as provided by 

20-2Q-20lw order the trustees of the district to be annexed 

to call an annexation election • 

(5) (a) The district shall call and conduct an 

election in the Manner prescribed in this title for school 

elections. 

(b) In addition: 

(i} if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume 

with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of the 

annexing district, the annexation election must also follow 

the procedures prescribed In [section 5]; or 

(i i) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of 

the ~nnexing distrlct 9 the annexation election must also 

follow th~ procedures prescribed in [section 6]. 

(6) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for in 20-20-416 from the 

trustees of the district conducting the annexation election 

and if the annexation propo;ition has been approved by such 

election, he sh3ll order the annexation of the territory of 

the hiqh school district voting on such proposition to the 

high school district that has authorized the annexation to 

its territory. The order must be issued within 10 days after 

the receipt of the election certificate and, If it is for 
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annexation with the assumption of bonded indebtedness, must 

specify that all the taxable real and personal property of 

~he annexed territory shall jointly assume with the annexing 

district the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district. The county superintendent shall send a copy of the 

order to the board of county commissioners and to the 

trustees of the districts involved in the annexation order. 

(7) If the annexation proposition is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed, it fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the annexation proposition. 

~EW-lECilO«a Section 5. Consolidation or annexation 

election with assu~tlon of bonded indebtedness. A 

consolida~ion election involving the mutual assu•ption of 

bonded indebtedness by the high school districts to be 

consolidated as prescribed in [section 2] or an annexation 

election involving the joint assuMption of bonded 

inde~edness by the hfgh school districts to be annexed as 

prescribed In (section~] must comply with the following 

procedures in addition to those prescribed by this title for 

other school elections: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots must readt 

after stating the consolidation proposltion9 •FOR 

consolidation with assumption of bonded indebtedness• and 

•AGAINST consolidation with assu111ption of bonded 
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Indebtedness•. 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots •ust read9 

after stating the annexation proposition9 •FOR annexation 

with assumption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAINST 

annexation with assumotion of bonded indebt~dness•. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 2D-20-30l may vote. 

(~) When the trustees in each hlyh school district 

conductinq an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

of ZO-Z0-415, they shall decide according to the following 

procedure if the proposition has been approved: 

(a) determine if a sufficient number of the qualified 

electors of the district voted to validate the election and 

voted to approve the election proposition in the manner 

required for bond elections by 20-9-4ZB; and 

(b) if the proposition is approved under subsection 

(4)(a)• determine the nu~ber of votes •FOR" and •AGAINST• 

the proposition. 

(5) If the proposition Is disapproved under the 

provisions of subsection (4)(a)• the proposition is 

dlsaporoved in the district. 

~EM-lftilC~& Section 6. Consolidation or annexation 

election without assumption of bonded indebtedness. (1) A 

consolidation election without the assumption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be consolidated 
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as prescribed in (section 2] or an annexation election 

without the joint assumption of bonded Indebtedness by the 

high school district to be annexed as prescribed In [section 

4] must be conducted in the manner prescribed by this title 

for school elections. Any elector qualified to vote under 

the orovislons of ~~9-~8i ~Q:lal may vote at the 

election. 

(Z) In a consolidation election the ballots must read• 

after stating the consolidation proposition• •FOR 

consolidation without assumption of bonded indebtedness• and 

"AGAINST consolidation without assumption of bonded 

indebtedness•. The consolidation proposition Is approved by 

a district if a •ajority of those voting in a district 

app~ove the proposition; otherwisey it is disapproved. 

(3) In an annexation election the ballots must readt 

after stating the annexation proposition. •FOR annexation 

without assumption of bonded indebtedness" and •AGAINST 

anne~ation without assumption of bonded indebtedness•. The 

annexation proposition is approved by a district If a 

majority o¥ those votlnq approve the proposition; othe~wise, 

it Is disapproved. 

~fW-SftllQHs Section 1. Transfer of territory from 

one high school district to another. (1) A majority of 

electors of any high school district who are qualified to 

vote unde~ the provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in 
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territory that Is a part of a high school district •ay 

petition the county superintendent to transfer such 

territory to another high school district If: 

(a) the territory adjoins the district to which it is 

to be attached; 

(b) the territory is not located vithfn 3 •lles. over 

the shortest practical routey of an operating school of the 

district from ~hlch it Is to be detached; 

(C) the transfer of such territory will not reduce the 

taxable value of the district to less than S3oo,ooo unless 

the remaininq territory of the district contains not less 

than 50y000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

«dJ the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the t~ansfer. 

(2t The petition must be addressed to the county 

superintendent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state the reasons ~hy such transfer is requested; 

and 

(c) state the number of high-school-age 

residing In such territory. 

chi 1 dren 

(3) On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

t~ansfert the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file the petition; 
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a hearing place, di;lt~y and time for (b) set: 

consideration of the petition that is not more than 40 days 

after receipt of the petition; and 

(C) give notice of the placet date, and time of the 

hearing. The notices aust be posted In the districts 

affected by the request in the 11anner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one notice posted 

in th~ territory to be transferred. 

(4J The county superintendent shall conduct the 

hearing as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of either 

affected district must be heard• If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of the territory, he shall grant 

the petitioned request and order the chanqe of district 

boundaries to coincide with the boundary description in the 

petition. Otherwise, he shall by order deny the request. 

Either of the orders shall be final 20 days after its date 

unless It Is appealed to the superintendent of public 

instruction by a resident of either district affected by the 

territory transfer. The decision of the superintendent of 

public Instruction. after consideration of the material 

preseoted at the county superintendent•s hearing, is final 

30 days after its date. 

(5) If a petition to transfer territory from one high 

school district to another high school district would create 
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a joint high school district or affect the boundary of any 

existing joint hlqh school district, the petition must be 

presented to th~ county superintendent of the county where 

the territory is located. The county superintendent shall 

notify any other county superintendents of counties with 

districts affected by the petition, and the duties 

prescribed in this section for the county superintendent 

must be performed jointly by such county officials. 

I~fRE-~&-~W~&-SECIION-l~Al-RfAQSl 

Section 8. High school district consolidation 0~ 

districts fn two or more counties. Any two or more high 

school districts located tn two or more counties and whose 

territory is contiquous may consolidate to organize a joint 

high school district. Whenever a joint district 

consolidation is considered by two or more districts, the 

proced~re for consolidation with the assumption of bonded 

indebtedness prescribed In (section Z] and [section 6] must 

be used, except that each district shall sub•it its 

resolution or petition and Its election certificate to the 

county superintendent of its resident county and the several 

county superintendents shall jointly perform the duties 

prescribed for the county superintendent in [section 2]• 

Section 9. Section 20-6-304, KCAy is amended to read: 

•zo-6-30~. Hiqh school boundary CORIIIiSSiOf'\ 

procedure for be~nfter~--eheft~e• division. ~·-~-~~····~r 
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~QUDt¥-lDtD-blob~~bQQ!_d~~· (1) Each county of the 

state of "ontana shall have a high school boundary 

commission consisting of the board of county comMissioners 

and the county superintendent. Whenever a county 

superintendent receives a resolution from the trustees of 

any high school district requesting e-beH"~epy-eheR~e-op-e 

~equ~~ tbe-~2mmisslao to divide e~-Pe~w+de the county Into 

hlqh school distrlcts 9 he shall immediately notify the high 

school boundary commission. Such commission shall set a 

ti~e, date, and place for a public· hearing on the request. 

The hearing shall be set for a date within 60 days after the 

receipt of the request, and any interested person may appear 

and be heard on such request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested beftndePy--eften~ey divfslony-op-pedt•+s~ft to the 

trustees of each elementary Sftd-h+~h-~hoet district of the 

county which has territory that would be affected by the 

change. The county superintendent shall also give notice of 

such ~ubl ic hearing in accordance with the require.ent for 

school election notices prescribed by school election 

provisions of this title. The certificate of the county 

superintendent filed with the high school boundary 

commission reciting that such notice requirements have been 

satisfied shall be conclusive. 

(2) In considering a request ~e--e~eft~e--h+~--~ehe&t 
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d+s~p+e~-bebftdar+es-cr to divide or-red+Y+de the county Into 

high school districts, the high school boundary co.-ission 

shall give primary consideration to the convenience of thv 

high school pupils of the territory under consideration. 

such commission also shall consider the grouping of 

ele~entary districts to be encompassed by a high school 

district or districts and shall group contiguous elementary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

travel, such as mountains, rivers, l•practical routes of 

travel, or distance, •ake such grouping i•practical. After 

the hearing, the high school boundary commission .ay--gren~ 

er--deny--any--reqaes~-·e~e-aft4e~-e~-p•ew+s+ens-e~-28-6-3Be 

~er-e-high-seho&+-d+s~P+e~-bebftdB~y-eh~ge-ba~ shall order 

the division of the county into high school districts 

whenever requested under the provisions of 20-6-303. §n--the 

•e~~er--eese--~he Ibe commission's discretion shall extend 

only to the establishing of boundaries for the newly created 

high school district or districts.• 

Section 10. Section Z0-6-311, MtA, is amended to read: 

•zo-6-311. High school jistrict boundary approval by 

superintendent. Whenever a high school boundary co.mission 

orders ehange~-+n--h+~h--~e~ee~--d+~~r+e~--b&andar+es--e~ a 

division eP--red+¥+s+on of the county in~_bigb_~~l 

dl~ttl~t~ under ~he-~~ev+~+e~§-e~-~h+~-t+~+e ZQ:b~t its 

order shall not be final until tt has been approved by the 
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superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent of 

public Instruction shall not approve any high school 

boundary commission order that: 

(l) is dated less than 1 year since the last high 

school boundary commission order was approved for such 

county; QC 

(2, has not been confirmed by the high school boundary 

co•mission of each county affected by the boundary change 

when it involves a joint high school district~-e~ 

t~t--does--not--prew•de--~er--the--h+~h-sehe&~-d+~~r+e~ 

boandar+e~--e~prowed--by--~he--e+ee~e~s--o~--en---e~~fttftry 

dfstr+e~-ander-~he-pro~~+ons-o~-~e-6~95-er-~e-6-~&6.• 

Section 11. Section 20-6-~02• MCA• is amended to read: 

"20-6-402. Voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. Sections Z0-6-401 throuqh 20-6-408 shall be 

known as the voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. The purpose of ~his plan is to provide 

additional financial assistance to school districts that 

consolidate or annex under the provisions of Z0-6-203w 

20-6-205w or 20-6-208 for ele•entary school districts or 

!6-6-~9~ laaktiaD--ZJ__QL __ ~~~ for high school 

22 districts.• 

23 Section 12· Section 20-6-~3, MCA• is a.ended to read: 

z• •z0-6-403. Application for bonus pay.ent. Hhenever two 

Z5 or more elementary school districts consolidate or annex 
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under the provisions of 20-6-Z03t 20-6-205 9 or 20-6-208 or 

two or more high school districts consolidate Qc_a~ under 

the provisions of ~9-6-~84 lae~tiQD-ZJ_QL_la~11QD-2J• the 

enlarqed district may make application for the bonus payment 

as provided herein ff such consolidation or annexation shall 

result in the dissolution of at least one elementary or high 

school district. Application for the bonus pay~ents must be 

made during the school year of the order creating the 

enlar~ed school district." 

~E~-SfLil~Ka Section 13• Repealer. Sections 20-6-30Z, 

20-6-305, end 20-6-306, AHQ_~:k:JlQ, MCA• are repealed. 

M~M-S~'llUHa Section 14• Codification instruction. 

Sections 1 through i a are intended to be codified as an 

integral part of Title 20, chapter 6, ~art 3, and tne 

provisions of Title 20 apply to sections 1 through ~ B· 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 428 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISON, EUDAILYt BERTELSEN, SCHULTZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

TMROUGH ANNEXATION, CONSOLIDATION, OR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

OF SUCH DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 20-6-304t 2D-6-311t 

20-6-402, AND 20-6-403, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 20-6-302, 

20-6-305, AN9 20-6-306t ~zg~~Q£ MCA.• 

BE JT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~W-S~Utta Section 1. Time limitations for boundary 

changes. No high school district may be created and no high 

school district boundary may be chanqed between the first 

day of March and the second Monday of August of any calendar 

year except when: 

Ill the entire territory of a high school district is 

annexed or attached to another hlqh school district; 

(Z) the entire territory or portion of a joint high 

school district located in one county is annexed or a~tached 

to another high school district; or 

(3) two or more districts are consolidated in their 

entirety. 

~E~-1Et11DMA Section 2. District consolidation. Any 

two or mor• high school districts in one county may 
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consolidate to organize a high school 

consolidation must be conducted under 

procedure: 

HB O'tZB/02 

district. The 

the following 

(l) At the time the consolidation proposition Is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the consolidation is to be made vlth or without the 

mutual assumption of the bonded Indebtedness of each 

district by all districts included in the consolidation 

proposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition 

Individually• in each of the districts 

may be Introduced• 

by either of the 

following methods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving their dis~rict; or 

(b) not less than ZO~ of the electors of a high school 

district who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-2Q-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider ~ consolidation proposition 

involving their district. 

(31 When the county superintendent receives a 

resolution or a valid petition from each of the districts 

included in the consolidation proposition. he shall, within 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and as provided by 20-20-201• order the trustees of each 
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high school district lnclu<l<ld In the consolidation 

proposition to call a consoltdation .election. 

(4) (a) Each district. Individually• shall call and 

conduct an election in the Ranner prescribed In tnls title 

for school elections. 

(b) In addition: 

(I) if the districts to be consolidated are to 

autually assume the bonded Indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolidation. the consolidation election 

.ust also follow the procedures prescribed In [section 5]; 

or 

(II) If the districts to be consolidated are not to 

.utually assu.e the bonded Indebtedness of each district 

Involved In the c.onsollda,loo.• the consolidation election 

RUSt also follow the pr<><:edures prescrIbed In Z0-6-207. 

(5) After the county SUPerintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for in 20-20-416 fro11 tt:>e 

tr11stees of each district Included in a consotldatl.on 

proposition, he shall d.¢er~tlne if the CQR!>Olldation 

proposition has been appr.oved In each district. If each 

district nas a_pprqved the consolidati.on proposition, he 

shall• within 10 days after the receipt of the election 

certificate, order the consolidation of such districts. If 

the order l.s 'or cor:-~o1idatlon wit.h tl)e •ut,ual assu.ption of 

bOnded I n.debtednes.s of each high school dlstr let by all 
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districts InclUded In the consolidation order• the order 

shall specify that all taxable real and personal property of 

the consolidated district shall assuMe the bonded 

indebtedness of each district .• In addition, the order shall 

specify the nu.ber of the consolidated high school district. 

The superintendent shall send a copy of the order to the 

board of county co••issioners and to the trustees of each 

district Incorporated in the consolidation order. 

(b) If any district included In the consolidation 

proposition 

consolidation 

disappro¥es the consolidation proposition• the 

of all districts fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the consolidation proposition. 

tigj~Illll!la Section 3. Conditions for high school 

district annexation. (l) A high school district may be 

annexed to another high school district located in the same 

~ounty when: 

(a) a third-class district is annexed to a first-class 

district or a second~cl~ss district; or 

(b) a second-class district Is a.onexed to a 

flrst-cl~ss district. 

(2) The annexation of high school districts Must be 

c.onduct_ed under the provisions of [section 4}• 

N~W-SftllQ~ Section 4. High school district 

annexation procedure. A high school district toaY ,..., aJU:~eJ<ed 
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to another high school district located in the same county 

when one of the conditions of [section 3] is met in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) At the tt•e the annexation proposition is first 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the annexation Is to be •ade with or without the 

joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

(Zl An annexation proposition •ay be Introduced in the 

district to be annexed by either of the following ~ethods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county_ superintendent to order an election to consider an 

annexation p~oposition for their district; or 

(b) not less than 20~ of the electors of the district 

who are qualified to votP. under the provisions of ~e-~e~ee 

ZO:ZO:~Ul may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider an annexation proposition. for their 

district. 

(3) Before ordering an election on the proposition, 

the county superintendent must receive from the trustees of 

the annexinq district a resolut1on giving him the authority 

to annex such district. 

I 4) When the county super i nt•ndent receives 

au_thorization frow t.he anMJC:ing district• he s-hall,. within 
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10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid 

petition from the district to be annexed and as provided by 

20-lQ-lOl, order the trustees of the district to be annexed 

to call an annexation election. 

(5) (a) The district shall call and conduct an 

election in the manner prescribed in this t1tle for school 

elections. 

(b) In addition: 

(i) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assuMe 

with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of ~he 

annexing district. the annexation election must also follow 

the procedures prescribed In [section 5]; or 

(il) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing district the bonded Indebtedness of 

the annexing district, the annexation election must also 

follow the procedures prescribed in [section 6). 

(6) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for in 20-20-416 from the 

trustees of the district conducting the annexation election 

and if the annexation proposition has been approved by such 

election. he sh3ll order the annexation of the territory of 

th~ hiqh school district votin9 on such proposition to the 

high school district that has authorized·~-the annexation to 

its territory. The order ~ust be issued withi~ 10 days after 

the receipt of the election certificate and, if It is for 
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annexation with the assumption of bonded indebtedness, must 

specify that all the taxable real and personal property of 

the annexed territory shall jointly assume with the annexing 

district the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district. The county superintendent shall send a copy of the 

order to the board of county commissioners and to the 

trustees of the districts involved In the annexation order. 

(7} If the annexation proposition Is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed, it fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the annexation proposition. 

MEK-SEtilDKa Section 5. Consolidation or annexation 

election with assu~tfon of bonded Indebtedness. A 

consolidation election involving the •utual assu•ption of 

bonded Indebtedness by the high school districts to be 

consolidated as prescribed in [section 2] or an annexation 

election involving the joint assu•ption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be annexed as 

prescribed In [section 4] must co•ply with the following 

procedures in addition to those prescribed by this title for 

other school elections: 

(lt In a consolidation election the ballots Must read• 

after stating the consolidation propos I tl on • •FOR 

consolidation with assu•ption of bonded indebtedness• and 

•AGAINST consolidation with assumption of bonded 
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i ndebtedness•. 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots •ust read• 

after 

with 

stating the annexation proposition, •FOR annexation 

assumption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAINST 

annexation with assuaptfon of bonded indebtedness•. 

~3) Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of zo-zo-301 may vote. 

(~) When the trustees In each high school district 

conductinq an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

o~ 20-20-415• they shall decide according to the ~ollowlnq 

procedure if the proposition has been approved: 

(a) deter•ine If a sufficient number of the qualified 

electors of the district voted to validate the election and 

voted to approve the election proposition In the manner 

required for bond elections by 20-9-428; and 

(bl if the proposition Is approved under subSection 

(4Jta)t detereine the nuMber of votes •FOR• and •AGAINST• 

the propos-i tl on. 

(5) If the proposition 

provisions of subsection 

disapproved in the district. 

itr disapproved under the 

(4)(a)• the proposition Is 

~EM-SftiiOHa Section 6. Consolidation or annexation 

election without assu•ption of bonded indebtedness. (1) A 

consolidation election without the assumption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be consolidated 
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as prescribed in [section Z] or an annexation election 

without the joint assu~tlon of bonded Indebtedness by the 

hiyh school district to be anneKed as prescribed In [section 

4) must be conducted in the manner prescribed by this title 

for school elections. Any elector qual if fed to vote under 

the orovlslons of ~e-~&-~8~ ZQ:ZQ:lQl may vote at the 

election. 

(Z) In a consolidation election the ballots must read, 

after stating the consolidation proposition. ~FOR 

con sol i dati on without as.sumpt ion of bonded I ndebtedness• and 

"AGAINST consolidation without assumption of bonded 

indebtedness•. The consolidation proposition Is approved by 

a di~trict if a majority of those votinq In a district 

approve the proposition; otherwiset it 1s disapproved. 

(3) In an annexation election the ballots must read~ 

after statinq the annexation proposition. •FOR annexation 

without assumption of bonded indebtedness• and "AGAINST 

annexation without ~ssumption of bonded indebtedness•. The 

annexation proposition is approved by a district If a 

majority of those vot1nQ approve the proposition; otherwise. 

it Is disapproved. 

~fH_~,IlOHa Section 7. Transfer of territory from 

one high school district to another. (1) A aajority of 

electors of any high sch~ol dfs.,ict who are qualified to 

vote under the provisions of ZO-Z~301 and who reside in 
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territory that Is a 

petition the county 

part of a high school district May 

superintendent to transfer such 

territory to another high school district If: 

(a) the territory adjoins the district to which It is 

to be attached; 

(bJ the territory is not located within 3 •iles, over 

the shortest practical rou~e, of an operatin~ school of the 

district from which it Is to be detachedi 

(c) the transfer of such territory will not reduce the 

taxable value of the district to less than S300tOOO unless 

the remaining territory of the district contains not less 

than 5o.ooo acres of nontax~ble Indian land; and 

(dl the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transfer. 

(2) The petition must be addressed to the county 

superintendent and shall: 

(a) descriDe the territory that is requested to b·e 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

(b) state the reasons why such transfer is requested; 

and 

(c) state the number of high-school-age children 

residing in such territory. 

(3J On receipt of a valid petition for a territory 

transf&rt the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file the petition; 
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(b) set a hearing place. date, ""d tl• for 

consideration of the petition that is not ~re tften ~o days 

a~ter receipt of the oetition; and 

(c) give notice of the place, date9 and time of the 

hearing. The notices .Ust be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the manner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one notice posted 

in the terTitorv to be transferred• 

(It) The county superintendent shall conduct the 

hearing as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of either 

affected district ltUSt be heard• If the county 

superintendent considers ft advisable and In the best 

interests of the residents of the territory, he shall grant 

the petitioned request and order the chanqe of district 

boundaries to coincide with the boundary description in the 

petition. Otherwise, he shall by order deny the request. 

Either of the orders shall be ¥1nal 20 days a¥ter its date 

unless It Is appealed to the superintendent of public 

instruction by a resident of either district affected by the 

territory transfer. The decision of the superintendent of 

public instruction, after consideration of the •aterial 

preseoted at the county superintendent•s hearing, is final 

30 days after its date. 

(5) If a petition to transfer territory ftoM one high 

school district to ~nother hiqh schOol district would create 

-11- H8 "tZB 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1"t 

15 

16 

17 

1e 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

H8 0428/02 

a joint high school district or affect the boundary a¥ any 

existing joint high school district• the petition must be 

presented to th~ county superintendent of the county where 

the territory is located. The county superintendent shall 

notify any other county 

by the 

superintendents of counties with 

districts affected petition, and the duties 

prescribed in this section for the county superintendent 

must be performed jointly by such county officials• 

I~f&f-~-A-~W~6-~IlD~-lijAI_!~ 

section ~- High school district consolidation of 

districts in two or more counti~s. Any two or more high 

school districts located in two or more counties and wnose 

territory is contiquous may consolidate to organize a joint 

high school district. Whenever a joint district 

consolidation is considered by two or more dlstrictsr the 

proced~re for consolidation with the assumption of bonded 

indebtedness prescribed in [section 2] and [section 6] must 

be used 9 except that each district shall sub•it its 

resolution or petition and Its election certificate to the 

county superintendent of Its resident county and tbe several 

county superintendents shall jointly perform the duties 

prescribed for the county superintendent in [section 2]• 

s~ct.ion 9. 

•ztl-6-JO"t. 

Section 

Hiqh 

20-6-304• HCAy is amended to read: 

school boundary commission 

procedure for beHftftary--e~enge. divlslony-er-red+v+~~on gf 
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laliiDt>t-.io.:t.g_lll.gb~bwU-sU.U.tit.:t.:i.• (11 Each county of the 

state of Montana shall have a hlgh school boundary 

com~ission consisting of the board of county co•missioners 

and the county superintendent. Whenever a county 

sYperintendent receives a resolution from the trustees of 

any high school district requesting e-be~ft~ery-eheft~e-OP-e 

~e~a~t tb~-t.ammlaA!gu to divide er-red+y+de the county Into 

high ~chool districts, he shall immediately notify the high 

school boundary co•mission. such commission shall set a 

time, date, and place for a public hearing on the request. 

The hearing shall be set for a date ~lthin 60 days after the 

receipt of the request, and any interested person may appear 

and be heard on such request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested boundePy--e~ngey divlslon•-or-red+•+s+eft to the 

trustees of each eleMentary Bftd-h+gh-~ district of the 

county which has territory that would be affected by the 

change. The county superintendent shall also give notice of 

such ~ubl ic hearing In accordance with the require .. nt for 

school election notlce5 prescribed by school election 

provisions of this title. The certificate of the county 

superintendent filed with the high school boundary 

co•mission r9Citinq ~~-~ •uch notice require .. $~5 h.Ve been 

satisf'led shall bot c-l·L-
[~) In .. .,...,,..n..., • r~t •.--.... ..,.--.......--.. -+ 
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d+s~r+e~-boandar+e~-o~ to divide er-red+v+de the county Into 

high school districts• the high school boundary co.mlsslon 

shall gtve primary consideration to the convenience of the 

high school pupils of the territory under consideration. 

Such com•lssion also shall consider the grouping of 

ele.entary districts to be encompassed by a high school 

district or districts and shall group contiguous eleMentary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

travely such as .auntains, rivers, Impractical routes of 

travel, or distance, •ake such grouping impractical. After 

the hearing, the high school boundary co••isslon .ay--g~nt 

er--deny--eny--re~aest-•ed~~nde~-ehe-prO¥+s+e~-&f-~&-6-3e! 

~er-a-h+gft-sehee+-d+st~+et-b~ndery-ehenge-~~ shall order 

the division of the county into high school districts 

whenever requested under the provisions of 20-6-303. fft--~fte 

~a~~er--eese--~he Ib& co••isslon•s discretion shall extend 

only to the establishing of boundaries for the newly created 

high school district or districts.• 

Section to. Section 20-6-311, MCA, is amended to read: 

•zo-&-111• Hiqh school district boundary approval by 

superintenden~. Whenever a high school boundary commission 

orders ehen~+ft--h+~h--~ehoo+--d+~~~+e•--Be.n4e~+e~--~ a 

division •r •••lwis+en of the coun~y !oto high scbgg1 

dl~~t~ under -..-pre•+s+en§-ef-~+s-t+~+e zn~. Its 

order shall not b• final until It has been approved by the 
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superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent of 

public Instruction shall not approve any high school 

boundary com•ission order that: 

(11 is dated less than 1 year since the last high 

school boundary co•mlssion order was approved for such 

countyi Q£ 

IZ) has not been confirMed by the high school boundary 

co••ission of each county affected by the boundary change 

when it involves a joint high school district~-e~ 

t~t--dees--ne~--prew+de--for--~he--h+gh-sehee._d+,tr+et 

boaftder+es--epp~o~ed--by--~he--e•ee~ors--e~--en---e~eee~8r~ 

S+s~r+e•--~er-~he-prew+s+Ofte-Of-@6-6~§-ep-~8-6-~86.• 

Section 11. Section 20-6-~02~ MtA, is amended to read: 

•20-6-•oz. Voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. Sections ZD-6-401 through ZD-6-~08 shall be 

known as the voluntary consolidation and annexation 

17 incentive plan. The purpose of this plan is to provide 

18 additional financial assistance to school districts that 

19 consolidate or annex under the provision~ of 20-6-203, 

zo 

21 

Z0-6-205• 

H-6-:184 

or 20-6-208 for elementary school districts or 

La~_-'J__Q£--LlM~go__iJ for high school 

22 districts.• 

23 Section 1Zo Section 20-6-403• ~cA. Is aMended to readr 

2~ •zo-6-403. Application for bonus pay•ent. Whenever two 

2S or •ore eht-ntary school districts ·consolidate or- annex 
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under tM pro.,; sions of ~~2t:t. 20-•~AS• 114' 84-l"ft or 

two or -.-• high sc:hool ctl«rh:t:s ,._,..11""*• • 11111 ~ 

the provisions of H~ ~- U • I 'V i'b tl>o> 

enlarged district •ay IJake BP9llcatlon for tile -• p~ 

as provided herein If such consolidation or aftftexatlen snell 

result fn the dissolution of at least on. el ... ntary or high 

school district. Application for the bonus pa.-.nts .ust be 

made during the school year of the order creating the 

enlar9ed school dlstrJct.• 

KfH-SftllQKa section 13. Repealer. sectiORS ZG-6-302• 

20-6-305t end Z0-6-306• ~~· KCA, ar• reaealed. 

KfW-SftilUMs Section 1~. Codification instruction. 

Sections 1 through ~ 1 are intended to be codtfied as an 

integral part of Title 20, chapter 69 part 3, and the 

provisions of Title ZO apply to sections 1 throuqh ~ I• 

-End-
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March 23, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(Education & Cultural Resources) 

That House Bill No. 428 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 12. 
Following: line 22 
Insert: "NEW SECTION. Section 9. Procedure to create new high 

school district. (1) A petition requesting the creation of a 
new high school district or districts shall be addressed to 
the county superintendent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 
incorporated in the new district and the taxable value of such 
territory as shown by the last completed assessment roll; 

(b) state the reasons why the creation of a new district 
is requested; and 

(c) be signed by the parents or guardians of not less 
than 35 children between the ages of 14 and 18 years who 

. ··~ 

reside in the terri tory that would be included in the new 
district and who reside more than 20 miles over the shortest 
practical route from an operating high school. 

(2) When a county superintendent receives a valid peti
tion requesting the creation of a new district, he shall: 

(a) file the petition; 
(b) set a hearing place, date, and time for consideration 

of the petition that is not more than 40 days after the 
receipt of the petition1 and 

(c) give notice of the place, date, and time of the 
hearing. Notice shall be posted in the districts affected by 
the request in the manner prescribed in this title for school 
elections, with a least one notice posted in the territory to 
be included in the new district. 

(3) The county superintendent shall conduct the hearing 
as scheduled unless before or at the time of the hearing he 
receives a protest petition signed by a majority of the 
electors of the proposed new district who are qualified to 
vote under the provisions of 20-20-301. A valid protest 
petition conclusively denies the creation of a new district. 
If a hearing is conducted, any resident or taxpayer of the 
affected districts must be heard. If the county superinten
dent considers it advisable and in the best interest of the 
residents of the proposed new district, he shall grant the 
petitioned request and order the creation of a new high school 
district with its boundaries coinciding with the boundaries 
defined in the petition. Otherwise, he shall, by order, deny 
the request. In the order creating the new district, the 
county superintendent shall establish the effective date for 
its creation and the procedures for effecting an orderly 
transition. 



SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
House B~ll No. 428 
March 23, 1983 
Page 2 

(4) Either of the county superintendent's orders may be 
appealed to the superintendent of public instruction within 30 
days after the date of the order. The appeal must be in 
,.,ri ting, signed by not less than three electors, and state 
sufficient facts to show the appellant's right to appeal the 
order. The superintendent of public instruction shall review 
the appeal and after considering the material presented at the 
county superintendent's hearing and such other material as may 
be presented, he shall render a decision on the creating of 
the new high school district. Such decision is final. 

(5) When a new high school district is created, the 
trustees of the elementary district where the high school 
buildings are located are the new high school trustees. Any 
trustee position vacancies that may occur in the other dis
tricts must be filled in the manner provided for filling 
trustee position vacancies for such district. 

(6) The order of the county superintendent or, if his 
order is appealed, the decision of the superintendent of 
public instruction creating a new district under this section 
is null and void, and the new district ceases to exist, if the 
district does not open and operate a school within 2 years 
after the date of such order or decision. If the new district 
does not satisfy this requirement, the territory must be 
reincorporated in the district or districts in which it was 
located before the creation of such new district and the 
trustees are thereafter without capacity to act. 

(7) If a petition has been filed under the provisions of 
this section and denied by the county superintendent, no new 
petition may be filed until one year after the final decision 
on the original petition." 

Renumber: subsequent sections 
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HOUSE BILL NO. ltZ8 

INTRODUCED BY ELLISONo EUOAILYo BERTELSENo SCHULTZ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

THROUGH ANNEKATIONo CONSOLIDATION• OR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

OF S~H DISTRICTS; ANENOJNG SECTIONS Z0-6-304o 2Q-6-311o 

20-6-~02• AND Z0-6-403o NCA; REPEALING SECTIONS ZQ-6-302o 

20-6-305t ~NB 20-6-306, AND 20-6=310• MCA,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF N~NTANA: 

JtN SECIIQN• Section 1. Ti•e li•ita~ions for boundary 

changes. No high school district •ay be created and no high 

school district boundary .ay be changed between the first 

day of Narch and the second Monday of August of any calendar 

yP.ar e•cept •hen: 

(lJ the entir• territory of a high school district is 

annexed or attached to another high school district; 

(2) the entire territory or portion of a joint high 

school district located In one county is annexed or attached 

to another high school district; or 

(3) two or ~redistricts are consolidated in their 

entirety. 

IIEILS.Et.llWb Sect I on Zo District consolidation. Any 

two or aore high school districts in one county may 
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consolidate to organize a high school district. The 

consolidation •ust be conducted 

proced~re: 

under the following 

(1) At the tiae the consolidation proposition is £irst 

considered, the districts involved shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the consolidation is to be •ade with or •ithout the 

.utual assu•ption of the bonded indebtedness of each 

district by all districts Included In the consolidation 

proposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition aay be introduced, 

indlviduallyo In each of the districts by either of the 

following •ethods: 

Ca) the trustees aay pass a r~solution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving their district; or 

(b) not less than 20~ of the electors of ~high school 

district who are qualified to vote under the provisions of 

20-ZG-301 •ay petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider a consolidation proposition 

invol#ing their district. 

(]) Nhen the county superintendent receives a 

resolution or a valid petition from each of the districts 

included in the consolidation proposition, he shall• Nfthin 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and as provided by 20-2o-201, order the trustees of each 
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high school district lnclu<led in the consolidation 

proposition to c·al1 a consolidation eJection. 

I•J (a) Each district• lndivl~ually• shall call and 

conduct an election In the nanner prescribed In this title 

for school e·lectlons. 

fb) 

(I) 

In addition: 

If the districts to be eonsolidated are to 

.utually assu.e the bonded Indebtedness of each district 

Involved In the consolidation• the consolidation election 

aust also follow the procedUres prescribed In [section 5}; 

or 

(lit if the districts to be consolidated are not to 

..tuall y assuM the bonded I ndel>tedl'oess of each dl strIct 

lnvohed In the consolidation• the consolidation election 

••t also follow the procedures presel'lbad In Z0-6-Z07o 

(5) After the co.nty s~lnt~t receives the 

election certificate provlde<l fot" In Zlhl!G-4-16 fr- the 

trustees of each district lnclud-.:1 In a consolldatlon 

proposition• he shall dete,..lne if the consoHdatlon 

proposition has been approved' in each district. If each 

dhtrict nas appro,..d the consolidation proposition. he 

shall. within 10 days after the receipt of the election 

certificate• order the consolidation Of such districts. Jf 

the or"er Is for consolldatlon'wttn the •utual assullj>tion of 

bonded Indebtedness of each high school district by all 
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districts Included in the consclidation order• the order 

shall specify that all taxable real and personal property of 

the :onsolidated district shall assu•e the bonded 

indebtedness o~ each district. In additJon, the order shall 

specify the nueber of the consolidated high school district• 

The superintendent shall send a copy o~ the order to the 

board of county co .. lssioners and to the trustees of each 

dlstrfct Incorporated In the consolidation order• 

f6) If any district Included In the consolidation 

proposition disapproves ~he conso1ida~ion propositior.. ~he 

consolidation of all districts fails and the county 

superlnte""'"nt shall notify each district ol' the disapproval 

of the consolidation proposition. 

llcLSEt.IllJII.. Sect I on 3o Conditions for high school 

district annexation• (lt A high school district •ay be 

aitn.,.<td t.g ""other high school dl strict located In the s

c-ty tdM!rr. 

fa) a thlrd-clasl district Is ann<tXed to a first-class 

dl st:ri"ct: or a s·econcf--elass district; or 

(bJ a second-class 

first-class dlstrtet. 

dlstrh:t Is annexed ~0 a 

(2) The annexation of high school districts MUSt be 

conducted under the provisions of [section ~]• 

ljef-Si£11Qh Section ~· High school district 

annexation procedure. 4 high school district .ay be aAR8~ed 

-.- H8 42lt 
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tD another high schDol district lDCated In the sa.e county 

when one Df the conditions of (section 3) Is ~t In 

accordance with the following procedure: 

11) At the ti~ the annexation proposition Is first 

consideredt ~he districts invol•ed shall jointly deter•ine 

whether the annexation is to ba .ada with or without the 

joint assu•ption of the bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

(2) An annexation proposition •ay be introduced in the 

district to be annexed by either of the following ~thods: 

(a) the trustees •ay pass a resolution requesting the 

county superintendent to order an election to consider an 

annexation proposition for their district; or 

(bJ not less than ZO% of the electors of the district 

Nho are qualified to vote under the provisions of 28-~~ee 

~~lQl •ay petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider an annexation proposition for their 

di5trlct. 

(3) Before ordering an election on the proposition. 

the county superintendent •ust receive fro• the trustees of 

the a~nexing district a resolution giving hi• the authority 

to ann~x such district. 

(4) When the county superintendent receives 

authorization fro• the anne~inq district, he shall, within 
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10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid 

petition fro• the district to be annexed and -as provided by 

20-2G-201• order the trustees of the district to be annexed 

to call an annexation election. 

(5) (a) The district shall call and conduct an 

election In the aanner prescribed In this title for school 

elections. 

(b) In addl~ion: 

Ill If the district to be annexed Is to joln~ly assu_. 

with the annexing dls~rlct the bonded Indebtedness of the 

ann~xing dtstrict. the annexation election .ust also ~ollow 

the procedures prescribed In [section 5); or 

(II) If the dlstric~ to be annexed is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing dlstrtct the bonded indebtedness of 

the annexing district, the annexation election must also 

follow the procedures prescribed In [section 6)• 

(6) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided for In 20-20-•16 fro• the 

trustees of the district conducting the annexation election 

and if the annexation proposition has been approved by such 

election. he shall order the annexation of the territory of 

the high school dJstrlct voting on such proposition to the 

hfqh school district that has authorized the annexation to 

its territory. The order .ust be issued within 10 days after 

the receipt of the election certificate and• If it is for 
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ann&Kation with t.he- assuMption of bonded lndebtecaness., IIUSt 

specify that all the taxable real and personal property of 

the ar1nexed territory shall jointly as·sume with the annexing 

district the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district. The county superintendent shall send a copy of the 

order to the board of county co .. issioners and to the 

trustees of the districts involved in the annexation order. 

(7) If the annexation proposition is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed, It fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of the annexation proposition• 

U~W $~CIJON. Section 5. Consolidation or annexation 

election with assu~tlon of bonded indebtedness. A 

consol i da~l on election involving the autual assu•ption of 

bonded Indebtedness by the high school districts to be 

consolidated as prescribed in [section 2] or an annexation 

election lnvolvl ng the joint assueptlon of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to ba annexed as 

prescribed in [section ~) eust coeply with the folloMing 

procedures Jn addition to those prescribed by this title for 

other school elections·: 

(1) In a consolidation election the ballots .ust read• 

after stating the consol idatlon propos I t:i on• •FoR 

.consol ictation with _ass·umpticm of bonded i ndebt·edness• and 

•AGAINST consollda~ion with assueptl on of bonded 
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indf!btedness•. 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots •ust ready 

after s~atlng the annexation propo5ition 9 •FOR annexation 

with assu•ption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAINST 

annex1tion with assu~tion of bonded Indebtedness•. 

(3, Any elector qualified to vote under the provisions 

of 20-20-301 mar vote. 

(41 When the trustees in each high school district 

conducting an election canvass the vote uftder the provisions 

of Zo-2o-415, they shall decide according to the folloMing 

procedure if the proposition has been approved: 

(a) determine if a suf'flcient nu•ber of the q•jal if led 

electors of the district voted to validate the election and 

voted to approve ~he election proposition in the .anner 

required for bond elections by 20-9-~28; and 

(bJ if the proposi~ion Is approved under subsection 

(~)fa)• determine the nuaber of votes •FOR• and •AGAINST• 

the proposition. 

(5) If the proposition Is disapproved unaer the 

provisions of subsection (~)(a), the proposition is 

disapproved In the dls~rict. 

H~M~Q~ Section 6· Consolidation or annexation 

election without assueption of bonded Indebtedness. Cll A 

consolidation election without the assu.ption of bonded 

ind@obtedness by the high school dhi-trlct.s to be consolidated 
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as prescribed in {sectl~ 2) or an annexa~ion election 

without the joint assu~tlon of bonded Indebtedness by the 

high school district to be annexed as prescribed in [section 

~] .ust be conducted in the •anner prescribed by this title 

for scnool elections. Any elector qualified to vote under 

the ~rovlslons of ~e-~e-~82 zo-zg-301 •ay vote at the 

elec~ion. 

(2) In a consolidation election the ballots .ust read• 

af'ter stating the consolidation proposition. •FOR 

consolidation without assu•ption of bonded indebtedness• and 

•AGAINST consolidation without assu•ption of bonded 

indebtedness•. The consolidation proposition Is approved by 

a district If a •ajorlty of those voting In a district 

approve the proposition; otherwise, It is disapproved. 

(l) In an annexation election the ballots must read9 

after stating the annexation proposl~ion, •FOR annexation 

without assu.ption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAINST 

annexation without a5suaptlon of bonded indebtedness•. The 

annex~tlon proposition Is approved by a district if a 

~ajority of those votinq approve the proposltiont othe~wise, 

it Is aisapproved. 

~f~-SE~~. Section 7. Transfer of territory t~om 

one high school distric~ to another. (1) A aajorlty of 

electors of any high school district ~ho are qualified to 

vote under the provisions of 20-20-301 and who reside in 

-9- HB 428 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0428/03 

territory that is a 

petition the county 

part of a high school district •ay 

super-Intendent to transfer such 

territory to another high school district If: 

taJ the territory adjoins the district to which It Is 

to be attached; 

(b) the territory Is not located within 3 •lles. over 

the shortest practical route. of an operating school of the 

district fro• which It Is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of such territory will not reduce the 

taxable value of the district to less than S300,000 unless 

the remaining territory of the dfstrlc~ contains not less 

than 509000 acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

(d) the board of trustees of the school district that 

would receive the territory has approved the transfer. 

121 The petition .ust be addressed to the county 

sup&rintendent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that Is requested to be 

transferred and to what district it is to be transferred; 

fb) sta~e the reasons why such transfer is requested; 

and 

{c) state the number of high-school-age 

residing in such territory. 

children 

(3J On receipt o~ a valid petition for a territory 

transfer, the county superintendent shall: 

(a) file the petition; 
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·(b) $oet a hearing pl_ace• date. and tltne for 

consideration of the petition that is not more than 40 days 

a_ft:P.r receipt of the petitioni and 

(cJ gi¥e notice of the place, date• ~nd time of the 

heariQg• The notices •ust be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the aanner prescrjbad In this 

tit-le Yor school elections, .. with at least one notice posted 

in the t:err ftory to be transf'er.red. 

1~1 The county superintendant shall conduct the 

hearing as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of either 

affected district .ust be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers It _advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of the territory, he shall grant 

the petitioned request and order the change of district 

bound3rles to coincide with the boundary description in the 

petition. Otherwise• he shall by order deny the request. 

Either of the orders shall be final ~D days after its date 

unless It Is appealed to the superintendent of public 

instruction by a resident of either district affected by the 

territory transfer. The decision of the superintendent of 

public Instruction. after consideration of the material 

pres.a~ted at the county superint.endent•s hearing~ is final 

30 days af-ter its date. 

{5~ If a petition to tran$fer territory fro• one high 

school district to another high school district would create 
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a joint high school district or affect Loe boundary o'f any 

E-xisting joint h-igh school district, t.he petltton -.u-st be 

presented to the county superintendent of the county where 

the territory is located. The county superintendent shall 

notlf~ any other county superintendents of counties with 

districts affected by the petition. and the duties 

prescribed in this section for the county superintendent 

... st be perfor•ed jolnUy .by such county officials. 

Section B. Hi9h school district consolidation of 

districts In two or .ore counties. Any two or •ore high 

school di_strict.s located in two or .ore counties anJ whose 

territory is contiguous .ay consolidate to organize a joint 

hiqh school district. Whenever a joint district 

consolidation is considered by t•o or .are districts. the 

procedure for consolidation Nith the assu•ptian of bonded 

indebtedness prescribed In (section 2] and (section 6] .ust 

be used, except that each district shall sub•lt Its 

resolution or petition and Jts election certificate to the 

county superintendent of its residant county and the several 

county superintendents shall jointly perfor• the duties 

prescribed for the county superintendent In [section 2]. 

I~EBE-~EW MC& ~b-IHAI READS: 

Section 9. Procedure to crea~e new high school dlstrlc~. 

(1) A petition raques~ing the creation of a new high $Chool 

-12- ·HB '>28 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

'I 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0428/03 

district or dlst~lct5 shall be addressed to the county 

superln~endent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

Incorporated in the new district and the taxable value of 

such territory as shown by the last co.pleted assess~nt 

roll; 

(b) state the reasons why the creation of a new 

dls~rlct Is requested; and 

(c) be signed by the parents or guardians of not less 

than 35 children between the ages of 1~ and 18 years who 

reside In the territory that would be Included In the new 

district and who reside .ore than ZO elles over the shortest 

practical route fro• an operating high school. 

(2) When a county super;ntendent receives a v~lid 

petition requesting the creation of a ne~ district• he 

shall: 

file the petition; (a) 

(b) set a hearing place• date. and time for 

days consideration of the petition that Is not more than 40 

after the receipt of the petition; and 

(c) give notice of the place• date• and time of the 

heari~g. Notice shall be posted in the districts affected by 

the request in the •anner prescribed in this title for 

school elections, with at least one notice posted in the 

terrlt~ry to be included In the new district. 
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Cl) The county superintendent shall conduc~ the 

hearing as scheduled unless before or at the ti•e of the 

hearing he receives a protest petition signed by a aajority 

of the electors of the proposed new district who are 

qualified to vote under the provisions of 20-20-301. A valid 

protest petition conclusively denies the creation of a new 

district. If a hearing Is conducted• any ~esldent or 

taxpayer of the affected districts eust be heard. If the 

county superintendent considers it advisable and In the best 

interest of the res14ents of the proposed new district, he 

shall grant the petitioned request and order the creation of 

a new high school dJstrJct with its boundaries coinciding 

with the boundaries defined In the petition. Otherwise, he 

shall by order deny the request. In the order creating the 

ne~ 11strict, the county superintendent shall establish the 

effective date for its creation and the procedures for 

effecting an orderly transition. 

(~) Either of the county superintendent•s orders aay 

be ap~ealed to the superintendent of public instruction 

~ithin 30 days after the date of the order. The appeal .ust 

be In ~riting, signed by not less than three electors 9 and 

state sufficient facts tn show the appellants' right to 

app~al t~e order. The superintendent of public instruction 

shall review the appeal, and after considering the material 

prese,ted at the county superintendent•s hearing and such 
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other •ateri_al as aay be presented• he Shflll render a 

decisl~n on the creating of the new high school district. 

SUch decision is final. 

f5) When a neN high school district Is created9 the 

trustees of the ele8entary district where the high school 

buildings are located are the new- high school trustees. Any 

trust~e position vacancies that •ay occur In the other 

districts MUst be filled in the •anner provided for filling 

trustee position vacancies for such district. 

f6J The order of the county superintendent or. if his 

order is appealed, the decision of the superintendent of 

public Instruction creating a new district under this 

section is null and void and the new district ceases to 

exist if the district does not open and operate a schoo1 

with.in z years after the date of such order or decision. If 

the n~w district does not satisfy this requlre .. nt, the 

territory .ust be reincorporated Jn the district or 

districts In which It was located before the creation of 

such new district and the ~rustees are thereafter without 

capacity to act. 

(71 If a petition has been flied under the provisions 

of this se~tlon and dented by the countr superintendent, no 

new petition •ar be filed until 1 year after the final 

decision on the original petition• 

Sectfon 10. Section 20-6-304, MCA• is aaended to read: 
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•zo-6-3D4. HIgh school boundary co•111iss1on 

proced.Jre .for betmdery-ehant!} . ..,. di vis i on-r--s..---,.e~+v+!l.f.e" gf 

~QU~--lntg__blgb-~al-4Lit~· (11 Each county of the 

state of Montana shall have a high school boundary 

co••ission consisting of the board of county co .. lssiooers 

and the county superintendent. Whenever a county 

superintendent receives a resolution fro• the trustees of 

any high school dfstri~t requesting s-beeftdery-ehenge--&r--e 

~es• Lbe-~Laaloa to divide or-re~+¥+8e the county into 

high school distrlctso he shall l..edlately notify th' high 

school boundary coaMisslon. Such co .. lssion shall set a 

time, date 9 and place for a public hearing on the request. 

The hearing shall be set for a date ~ithin 60 days after the 

receipt or. the request, and any interested person aay appear 

and be heard on such request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested beaft8er,-ehe~-. divlsion.-er--red+•+s+on to the 

trustees of each ele.entary &ftd-~rgh-sehoo+ district of the 

county Mhlch has territory that would be affected by the 

change. The county superintendent shall also give notice of 

such oublfc hearing in accordance with the require.ent for 

school election notices prescribed by school election 

provisions of this title. The certificate of the county 

superintendent !'lied with the high school boundary 

co•lll'ss ion reciting that such n~.fce requlriJDents have been 

-16.- HB. 428 



z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

lit 

25 

HB 0428/03 

satisfied shall be conclusive. 

(2) In considering a request ~e-ehan~e-ht~ft-sehee~ 

~··~•e~-~oander~s-or to divide ~-red*y+de the county into 

high school districts• the high school boundary co .. ission 

shall give prl•ary consideration to the convenience of the 

high ~chool pupils o~ the territory under consideration. 

Such co•alssion also shall consider the grouping of 

ele .. ntary districts to be enco.passad by a high school 

district or districts and shall group contiguous ele.entary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

travel, such as MOuntains, rivers, iepractical routes of 

travel, or distance, make such grouping l~ractical. After 

the nearing, the high school boundary co••isslon •ey-~ran~ 

~-de.y-eny-~e~~·s--.ede-.ndep-~-pre~+.tefts--o~--~9-&-~8~ 

+er--a--h~h-sehoe~-d+~~+e~-fte~dary-ehe~-ba~ shall order 

the dl~lslon of the county Into high school districts 

whenever requested under the provisions of 20-6-303. ~n-~fte 

~e~~e~-ee§e-~ Xbe coe•lssion•s discretion shall extend 

only to the establishing of boundaries for the newly created 

high school district or d1strlcts.• 

section 11. 

0 2()-&-311. 

Section zo-6-3llt MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

High school district boundary approval by 

superintendent. Whenever a high school boundary co .. ;ssion 

orders ehan~--+~--h+~h--scheo+--dTs~r+e~--be~n~ar~e~-~ a 

division or--red+•+•+en of the county io~high scbQg1 
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lllnd.'U. under ehe-pre .. +stefts-<>1'~~-~+~~e ZQ-6=304• Its 

order shall not be final until it has been appro¥ed by the 

superi ,,tendent of public instruction. The superintendent of 

public instruction shall not approve any high school 

boundary co~mission order that: 

(1) Is dated less than 1 year since the last high 

5choo1 boundary co .. tssion order ~as approved for such 

county; ax. 

(Z) has not been conflr•ed by the high school boundary 

coamission of each county affected by the boundary change 

when It involves a joint high school district?-&~ 

t~t--dees-nee-~re•+de--fer--~he--h+~h--,enoo~--d+~r+e~ 

beefte&~+e~---ep~rewe~--ey--~~e--e+ec~e•s--ef--en--e~a.e~a~ 

d+s~r+e~--~der-~he-p~e•+a+efts-e~~-6-385-er-~8-6-3e6.• 

Section lZ. Section 20-6-~0Zw HCA• is a•ended to read: 

•zo-6-~02. Voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. Sections zo-6-~01 through 20-6-408 shall be 

known as the voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. The purpose of this plan Is to provide 

additional financial assistance to schooJ districts that 

consolidate o~ annex under the provisions of Z0-6-Z03 7 

20-6-~15, or Z0-6-203'for elementary school districts or 

~8-6-'Hiit ~~tiQD--Zl--DL--~~~-~J for high school 

districts.• 

Section 13. section 20-6-~03t HCA, is amended to read: 
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1 •zo-6-40-l• Appl Jcat·ion for bonus payaent. Whet\eV'@r two 

2 or •ore eJe.antary school districts consolidate or annex 

3 under the provisions of zo-6-203t 20-6-2u5, or 20-6-208 or 

~ two or more high school districts consolida~e or annex under 

5 the provlsl<>ns Of i!ll-f>-38., ~UM 2) gc fsec:tl~, the 

6 enJarg&d district •ar .ake application forth~ bonus paye~nt 

7 as provided herein if such consolidation or annexation shall 

B result in the dissolution of at least one ele-.ntary or high 

9 school district. Application for the bonus pay.ents aust be 

10 •ade during the school year of the order creating the 

11 enlarged school district.• 

12 KEM~IlQa& Section 14• Repealer. Sections 2D-6-30Z• 

13 20-6-305, eftd 20-6-306, itiQ_lQ:A:alQ, NCA. are repealed. 

H l!IEJI..~L Section 15. Codification Instruction• 

15 Sections 1 through ~a are Intended to be codified as an 

16 Integral part of Title 20• chapter 6• part 3• and the 

17 provisions of Title 20 apply to sections 1 through~ a. 
-End-
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SfAf£ PUBliSHING CO H£1..£N .... MONTANA 

............ Ap.ril ... lO·r··-19$3 ................. ~ .......... . 

FREE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE BILL NO. 428 

(Report No. 1, April 10, 1983) 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 

We, your Free Conference Committee on House Bill 428, met 
April 10, 1983, and considered; 

Senate Education and Cultural Resources Committee Amendments 
to the third reading copy, dated March 23, 1983, and recommend 
as follows: 

That the Senate recede from Education and Cultural Resources 
Committee amendment no. 1, dated March 23, 1983; 

And, that the Free Conference Committee Report to Senate Bill 
No. 428 be adopted. 

FOR THE HOUSE: FOR THE SENATE: 

BROWN, Chairman 

""' 
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HOUSE Bill NO. 428 

INTROOUCEO BY ELliSO~t EUD-ILYt BERTELSE~o SCHULTZ 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE THE 

PROCEDURES FOR CHA~GING HIGH SCHOOl DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

THROUGH ANNEXATION, CONSOLIDATIO~o OR TRANSFER OF TERRITORY 

OF SUCH DISTRICTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 2D-6-304o 2D-6-31Io 

20-6-402, -ND 20-6-403 0 MCA; REPEAliNG SECTIONS 2D-6-302t 

Z0-6-305, AN& 20-6-306, AND 20-~llQ, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~W~UH. Section 1. Time ]imitations for boundary 

changes. No high school district ~ay be crea~ed and no high 

~chool district: boundary may be changed between the first 

day of ~arch and the second Monday of Au9ust of any calendar 

year except "hen: 

(1) the entire territory of a high school district is 

annexed or attached to another high school district; 

(l) the entire terrltory or portion of a joint high 

school district located in one county is annexed or attached 

to another high school district; or 

(3) t~o or ~redistricts are con5o1idated in their 

entirety. 

~~Sftll~ Section 2. District consolidation. Any 

two or more high schoo1 districts in one county may 
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consolidate to organize a high school district. The 

consolidation must be conducted under the follo~ing 

prtJCedur~: 

(lt At th@ time the consolidation proposition is first 

considered, the di~trict5 involved s.hall jointly determine 

whether the consolidation is to be made with or without the 

mutual assumption of the bonded indebtedness of each 

district by a11 districts included in the consolidation 

proposition. 

(2) A consolidation proposition May be introduced, 

individually, in each of the districts br either of the 

following methods: 

(a) the trustees may pass a resolution requesting the 

county ~uperintendent to order an election to consider a 

consolidation proposition involving thei~ district; or 

(b) not less than 20% of the e1ec~ors of a high school 

district who are qualified to vote under the p~ovisions of 

20-20-301 may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider a consolidation proposition 

involving their district. 

(.ll when the county superintendent receives a 

re~olution or a valid petition from each of the distrtcts 

included in the consolidation proposition, he shall, ~ithin 

10 days after the receipt of the last resolution or petition 

and as orovided by 2o-2o-2o1. order the trustees of each 
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high school district Included in the consolidation 

prooosition to call a consolida~ion elec~ion. 

(4) (a) each distric~. individually, shall call and 

conduct an election in the •anner ~esc~ibed in this titlP

for school elections. 

(b) In addi~i~n: 

I i I if the districts to be consolida-ted are to 

mut.tJally ass.ume the bonded indebtedness o-f each district 

involved in the consolidation, the consolidation election 

must also follow the pro~edures prescribed in {section 5]i 

or 

(ii) if the districts to be consolidated are not to 

mutuallv assu•e the bonded indebtedness of each district 

involved in the consolidation, the consolidation election 

must a·l so follow the procedures prescribed in 20-6-207. 

(5) After the county superintenUent receives the 

e-lection certificate provided fot" ;n 20-20-416 fro• the 

trustees of each district included in a consolidation 

proposition, he :ahall detennlne if the cons.olidation 

proposition has been approved 

district has approv@d the 

~haJJ, ~ithin 10 days after 

in each district-• If each 

consolidation proposition. he 

the receipt of the ~lection 

c~rtificate• order the consolidation o£ such districts. If 

the order is for consolidation wttn ~he •utual assumption of 

bonded indebt~dness of each high school district by all 
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districts inctu-<led in the consolidation order 9 the c.Jrd£:r 

shall specify that all taxable real ~nd personal property of 

th~ consolidated district shall assume the bonded 

indebtedness of each district. In addition• the ord~r shall 

specify the nuMber of the consolidated high school district. 

The superintendent shall send a copy of the order to th~ 

t.oard of county colltalsstoners a.nd to the trustees of edc:h 

di$trict incorporated in the consolidation order. 

(6) Jf any district ;ncluded in the consol ioa~ion 

proposition disapproves 

consolidation of all 

the consolidation proposition. the 

districts fails and the county 

sup!"rintendent: shall notify each district of the disapiH:..;val 

of the consolidation proposition. 

~SECIJQb• Section 3. Conditions for high 5chool 

district anne•atJon. (1) A high school district •ay be 

annexed to another high school district located in the ~a~e 

county llfhen: 

(a) a third-class district: is annexed 'to a first.-cldss 

district or a second-class distric~; or 

(b) a second-class 

first-class dist~ict. 

distric~ is dOOexed to .. 

(21 The annexation of high school districts must be 

conducted under the provisions of (section 4]• 

NfW SECTION~ Section 4. Kigh school district 

::~nnexat.ion procedure. A hiq-h school di-strict May be ann~)(ed 

_,_ HB 426 
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to ~nother hi9h school district located in the same county 

when one of the conditions of (section 3] is met in 

accordance with the following procedure: 

(l) At the time the annexation proposition is first 

considered9 the districts involved shall join~ly deter•ine 

whether the annexation is to be made with or without the 

joint assumption of the bonded indebtedness of the anneKing 

district by the district to be annexed and the annexing 

district. 

(2) 

district 

(a) 

county 

An annexation proposition •ay be introduced in the 

to be annexed by either of the following methods: 

the trustees ~aay pass a resolution requesting ttle 

superintendent to order an election to consider dn 

ann~xation proposition for their district; or 

(b) not less than lOt of the electors of the district 

who are qualified to vote under the provisions of ~~~er 

ZO=l~ may petition the county superintendent requesting 

an election to consider an annexation proposition for their 

district. 

(3) Before ordering an election on the proposition• 

the county superintendent •ust receive fro• the trustees of 

the annexing district a resolution giving hi• the authority 

to annex such district. 

fit) When the county superintendent receives 

authorization from the annexing district, he shallt within 
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10 days after the receipt of the resolution or a valid 

petit1on from the district to be annexed and as provided by 

20-2G-201, order the trustees of the district to be annexed 

to call an annexation election. 

(S) (a) The district shall call and conduct an 

election in the •anner prescribed in this ti-tle for school 

elections. 

(bJ In addition: 

(I) if the district to be annexed is to jointly assume 

with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of the 

annexing district, the annexation election must also follow 

the procndures prescribed in [sec.tion 5]; or 

(ii) if the district to be annexed is not to jointly 

assume with the annexing district the bonded indebtedness of 

the annexing district, the annexation election must dlso 

follow the procedures prescribed in [section 6]• 

{6) After the county superintendent receives the 

election certificate provided fo~ in Z0-20-~16 from the 

trustees of the district conducting the annexation election 

anu if the 3nnexation proposition has been approved by such 

election. he shall order the annexation of the territory of 

the high sehoul district voting on such proposition to the 

high school dist~ict that has authorized the annexation to 

its territory. The order must be i~sued within 10 days after 

the receipt of the election certificate and, if it is for 
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annexation with the assuMption of bonded indebtedneSS9 aust 

specif~ that all the taxable r~al and personal property of 

the annexed territort shall jointly as~ume with the annexing 

distrl~t the existing bonded indebtedness of the annexing 

district. The countr superint•ndent shall send a copy of the 

order to the board of county commissioners and to the 

trustees of the districts involved in the annexation order. 

(7) If the annexation proposition is disapproved in 

the district to be annexed. it fails and the county 

superintendent shall notify each district of the disapproval 

of ~he annexation proposition. 

HEW SECTIQM• Section S. Consolidation or annexation 

election with assu.ption of bonded indebtednes~. A 

consolidation election involving 

bonded indebtedness by the high 

the mutual assuMption of 

school districts to be 

consolidated as prescribed in {section 2] or an annexation 

election involving the joint assu.ption of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school district~ to be annexed as 

prescribed in {section 4] must coMply with the following 

proced~res in addition to those prescribed by this title for 

other school elections: 

(1) In a con~olidation election the ballots must ready 

after stating the consolidation propositi on 9 •FOR 

consolidation with assuMption of bonded indebtedness• and 

"AG4I~ST consolidation with assumption of bonded 
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indebtedness•. 

(2) In an annexation election the ballots •ust read• 

after stating the annexation proposition. •FOR annexation 

with assu•ption of bonded indebtedness• and •AGAIN~T 

annexation with assumption of bonded indebtedness•. 

(3) Any elector qualified to vote under the pcovisions 

of 20-20-301 zay vote. 

(~) When the trustees In each high school district 

conducting an election canvass the vote under the provisions 

of 2Q-Z0-415~ they shall decide according to the following 

prcJced\Jte if the propositi on has been approved: 

(a) d~termine if a sufficient numoer of t:he qui!<! if h,d 

electors of the district voted to validate the election and 

voted to approve the election proposition in the •anner 

required for bond elections by 20-9-~28; and 

(b) if the proposition is approved under subsection 

t4)(a)y deter•ine the nu•ber of votes •foR• and •AGAINST" 

the proposition. 

(5) lf the proposition iS disapproved UO'u<!r the 

provisions of subsection (4)(a)~ the proposition is 

disapproved in the district. 

HfW-~~~1 Section 6. Consolidation or ann~xation 

election without assu•ption of bonded indebtedness. (1) A 

consolidation election without the assu~tion of bonded 

indebtedness by the high school districts to be consolidated 
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as prescribed in [s~ctlon 2] or an annexation election 

without the joint assumption of bonded indebtedness by the 

high school district to be anne~ed as prescribed in (section 

4] must be conducted in the •anner prescribed by this title 

for school elections. Any elector qualified to vote under 

the p.-ovisions of ~~8-3N z..a::za:J.Ill may vote at the 

election. 

{2) In a consolidation election the ballots .ust read, 

after stating the consolidation proposition. •FOR 

consolidation without assu•ption of bonded indebtedness• and 

·A~AINST consolidation without ass~~~~pt.ion of b-onded 

indebtedness". The consolidation proposition is approved by 

a district If a Majority of those voting in a district 

approve the proposition; otherwise, it is disapproved. 

(l) In an annexation election the ballots •ust ~e~d• 

after stating the annexation proposition. •FoR annexation 

without assu•ptlon of bonded indebtedness• and "AGAINST 

annexation without assu•ption of bonded indebtedness"• The 

annexation proposition is approved by a district if a 

majo~ity of those voting approve the proposition; otherwise, 

it is disapproved. 

~f~1ftll~ Section 1. Transfer of territory from 

one high school district to another. (1) A majority of 

electors of any high school dist~ict who are qualified to 

vote under the provisions of 20-20-301 .and who reside in 

-9- HB 42S 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0428/04 

territory that is a part of a high school district .ay 

petition the county superintendent to transfer such 

territory to another high ·school district if: 

Ca) the territory adjoins ~he district to which it is 

to be attc:Jched; 

(b) the territory is not located Nithin 3 mile~• over 

the shortest practical route, of an operatin9 schoo1 of the 

district fro. which it is to be detached; 

(c) the transfer of such territory vllJ not reduce the 

taxable vatue of the district to less thdn $300,000 unless 

the reMaining territory of the district contains not less 

than 50,QOIJ acres of nontaxable Indian land; and 

(d) the board of trustees of the school distri-ct thot 

would receive the territory has approved the transfer. 

(2) The petition must be addressed to the county 

sup~rintendent and shall: 

(a) describe the territory that is requested to be 

t~ansferred and to what district it is to be transfe~redt 

(bJ state the reasons why such transfer is r~uestea; 

and 

(c) state the nu~er of high-school-age cfUldren 

residing in such territorr. 

(3) on receipt of a valid petition for a terrt"tory 

transfer• the county superintendent sha11: 

(a) file the petition; 
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(bJ set a hearing place, date .. and ti11e for 

consideration of the petition ~hat is not •ore than 40 days 

after receipt of the peti~ion; and 

(C-) giwe notice of the place., date, and ti•e of the 

hearing. The notices •ust be posted in the districts 

affected by the request in the eanner prescribed in this 

title for school elections, with at least one notice posted 

in the territory to be transferred. 

(4) The county superintendent shall conduct the 

hearing as scheduled, and any resident or taxpayer of either 

affected district must be heard. If the county 

superintendent considers it advisable and in the best 

interests of the residents of the territory. he shall grant 

the petitioned request and order the change of district 

boundaries to coincide with the boundary description in the 

petition. Otherwise~ he shall by order deny the request. 

Either of the orders shall be final 20 days after its date 

unless it is appealed to the superintendent of public 

instruction by a resident of either district affected by the 

territory transfer. The decision of the superintendent of 

public instruction, after consideration of the material 

pr~sented at the county superintendent•s hearing, is findl 

30 days after its date. 

(5) If a petition to transfer territory from one high 

school district to- another high school district would create 
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a joint high school district or affect the boundary (f cloy 

eJr:is-ting join-t high school district• the petition •ust be 

pres·ented to the county s.upE'r I ntendent of the county where 

the territory is located. The county superint-endent shall 

notify any other county superintendents of counties with 

di~tricts affected by the petition, and the auti~s 

prescribed in this sect_ion for the county superintendent 

must be performed jointly by such county officials. 

IHfRf_l~-A-~ij_atA_Sfk!l~AT READS: 

Section a. High school district consoliddt:ion of 

districts in t..-o or 1110n~ counties. Any t.NO or more high 

school district$ located in two or more counties and ·:.::.-;.~ 

territory is contiguous •ay consolidate to organize a joint 

high school district. Whenever a joint district 

consolidation is consi-dered by two or eore c:listricts~ the 

procedure for consolidation with the assu~tion of bonded 

indebtedness prescribed in (section 2] .:tnd [section 6] faiJSt 

be used~ ex~ ept that each district stw 11 submit its 

resolution or p@t.ition and its election certificat-e to t.hP. 

county supe~intendent of its ~esident county and the seve~al 

c.ounty superintendents shall jointly ve~forru the duties 

pr~scribed for t.hr! county superintendent in (section 2]• 

!Mfaf:lS:A:~a=~SEtftSti-iHAi a~ 

See~+on-~•--Pree~tt~e-~s--eree~e--Rew-h~gh-sehoe+-~+~~r~e~w 

tlt-A-~e~~~•oft-r~H~••n~-~he-ere~~eft-ef-e-"ew-hTgh--sehe~~ 
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d+~~r+e~--er--di~r+e~s--~~a+~--ae--addre§~ed--~o-~~-ee~nty 

~~p~r+n~eftden~-&~-~h8++• 

tat--~ese~fhe-~he-~err+~e~y-~het--~s--~~tte~~ed--~~--be 

+fteer~ra~e~--+ft--~he--ftew-~~§~~+e~-eftd-the-~a~sb•e-Ye•~e-o~ 

~~eh~e~r+~ory-&~$hown-by-~--•e~eo.p+eted--a~es~~ 

ro+•~ 

tet--~~~e--~he--rea~efts--why--efte--eree~?eft--e~--~-new 

o•~~~e~-+s-r.e~~~ed.-eftd 

tet--~e~+~ned-hy~he-pereftes-ep-!.ard+ons-eF-no~--+ess 

~~--3§--ehT~dren--~ween--~eg~-o~~-end-+&-year,-who 

res~de-+n~he-terr~ory-t~a+d-be-Tne+aded--+n--the--new 

e~~~r~e~-&ftd-~~o-re~~de-eore-~ftan-~9-~+~ewer-~he~hftr~~~ 

pree~+e&l-ro~te-~om-an-epe~a~+ng-h+gh-sehoo+w 

t~+--Wh@A--e--eeYft~y--~~~e~en•--reee+ves--e-ve+fd 

~e~+~+en-re~be~ift~-~he--eree~?on--ef--e--new--d+s~r+e~T--he 

sfte++• 

tat--ff+e-~fte-pe~+~+ent 

t&t--s~---a---heaP~9--~~Aeey---~~y--snd--~~ae--fG~ 

e&n~T~e~~?en-of-the-~~~ft~he~-+,-hDt-MO~e-~han-~9--dey~ 

ef~~~-~he-~eee~~of-~~-pe*•~en•-sftd 

tet--~+¥e--~•ee--ef-~e-p+eee.-~tey-aft~-~? .. -ef-ehe 

heer+~·-"o~+ee-~a++-&e~~-+R-~he-~~~r•e~~-ef•eeted-&y 

~he-~•·~~-+ft-~fte--~~--~eser•bed--tn--en+~--t+t+e--for 

~ehDel--e~ee~+en$?--w+~h--e~--~ee~~-Ofte-fte~~ee-~e~~ed-ift-~fte 

te•~•~~y-te-ee-~e+~d-+n-tfte-new-d+~~~+etY 
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t3t--~he--eoun~y--s~erfn~endefte--~ha++---een~e~--tne 

~@~T"~--es--~eh~n~ed--un~~~--bef~e-er-at-the-~Tme-of-~he 

flea~+R~-he-~eee•ves-a-p~~e5._,e~+~+en-5•~fted-Dy-ft--Meje~+ty 

e~--~he--e+e~ors--e~--~he--pro~~ed--fteW--d+~~+et--whe-ere 

~~~·~~ee-~e-v~e-~~~eP-~p~v+~ons-ef-~e-~e-~e~.~-•a++d 

~~~e~•-pe~+~+on-esne~~~e+y-~e~e~-the-e~ea~+en-~--a--ne. 

di~~•e~·--+4--a--hee~~"~--~s--eeft4~e~e~--afty--~es+den~-o~ 

~eM~eye~-e•-efte-~•ee~e4-4is~•~~---~--he--he~d•--+~--tne 

ee~~y-SH~P+ft~~en~-e~~~-T•-ad.Tseb+8-eftd-+n-the-bes~ 

~ft~ePes~--o~--~he-res?Oe~s-e+-~e-praposed-new-d+s~r+e~T-fte 

sh&++-,~~-the-pe~+~ioned-reqaes~-end-~eP-~he-eree~en-~ 

B-ftew-ft+~~-§e~ee~-~·~~~~e•-~rtn--•ts--bouHd8rtes--co+ne~d+ft~ 

••~h--~he-beu"Gar+e~-~e¥•ne6-+fl-•he-pe~•~~on.--~he~~sey-he 

5he~~~y-eP~~-defty-~Ae-re~Me~~·-+n-~he-orde~--ereo~+ng--~he 

new--dts~~e~y~he-eeu~y-supertfttendeft~-efte~+-es~ab+tsh-~he 

effe~+ve-da~e-~&P--t~s--ere~on--and--the--~eeedttr~--ror 

ef~~e~"~-dn-ere~~y-tr8n~T~+en• 

t~t--E•~~eP--e~--~e-e~~y-~~pe~+n~ende~&s-orders-~y 

&e-e~~ee~ed-te--~e--s~per?ntenden~--ef--~.e•+e--+n~r~e~+e" 

w~h•n--,9-deys-ef~e~-~fte-da~-&f-~fte-order•-~he-appe,.-.ast 

be-+n-wr+~+"g.-s~ned-by-ne~-+es~-than-~hree--e~ee~r~y--end 

~~e~e--~~ff+e+ent--fee~s--to--~how--~he-a~pe+~~"~,a~*ght-to 

c~pee+-~he-~der.-~he-~a~er+ntendeft~-~--pab++e--+ns~~etTon 

~~a++--revTew-~he-e~pea+y-8ftd-a~er-eonsTd~Tng-~he-ma~er+a+ 

~~e~~"ted-e~-the-eeunty-sttperTfttendenta~--h~a~~ftg--end--~beh 
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Mttet"--1118~f"'+ef'--~-m1!t'f'--8e--~~ he she++-,.ertcter-a 

dee~~n-en-~ee~+ftg-e~e-new--~-$eftoo._-d+s~r?e~w 

5tte+t-d~n-r~Tfte+• 

tst--~-~ew--h+~eh~.e~•e~+,-ePe~edy-~fte 

..,...,_,_,.f-t:mr-e+eooe"nry-e-....-Otll""e ~"• ht~

bu++d+n~s--~re-~oeeted-ere-~fte-new-h+~~-seheef-trast~~-•ny 

t!res~--pes it: i &ft-ftlettfte+~e.e--lleyo eee:tn•---ift-fffle--&~-er 

<f+strre..,.,--~-be-f?++ed-+n-ehe-a&ftfter-praw+tfed-~+~~"9 

~rus~~~e~+~en-.eeene~es-~er-~ueft-d~r+e~ 

f6t--~h~der-o~-tfte-eean~-saper~~nde"~-er.-~~--ftTs 

&rd~-+s--eppee~edy--~he--e~+s+eft-e~~he-~~er+n~ft~e~-o~ 

..----d~...,_--lo+s 

-se~+e..--+s--nttH--amf-'W"&f-d--nd the rtew-'l!t+ffri~s-es-'t.o 

-~+f'-__ ...,_e ... ..,.et.---·--....-e-~<>+ 
-io+ft--T-yea--er-~e~e-ef--.:lo-......tet-er-see+""'"•-i+ 

-ne•-d+fl:--dees--tt--io.....,.,_-iolo+,.-.-eqa+r---t:loe 

~er~~ry---mbS~---~e--re+neerpore~ed--~ft--the--d+~r+~--er 

d+~~Te~-+ft-wft+eh-+~-wes-+e~ed--b~ere--~he--ereet+on--o~ 

~e~--new--~r+e~--end-t!he~rastees-are-~ere8*ter-w+~at 

e8pee+ty-~-~-

f~t--~f-a-~+~+cn-hes-b~e"-++T~d-un~r-~he--~cv+~+ons 

~--~+s-,.e~Ten-ene-een+e~-by-the-ee~~y-super+~enden~~na 

new-,..to+"'+e".....,Y-t.e-f++ed-tS111o++---t--yeM--"fioer-oj,ioe--i'm"'t

deek+en-en-ottte-'"'"+~...,M-pft+i!+en• 

Section 9. Section 20-6-304, HCA 9 is amended to read: 
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•ZG-6-30~. Hiqh schaol boundary coa•ission 

procedure for betlftdery--eft~ divi.si-on-.-or-r~.+s:ro. .Q.f 

gnm:t~_lnto njgh §cbqgl diUricU• (1) Each count.y of the 

stat~ of MontaRa shall ha.ve a high s.chool boundary 

comtn iss t-on cons.i·s.t.ing of the board of county comtai ss i oners 

and the county superintendent:. Whennv~r d county 

superintendent receives a resolution from the trustees of 

any high school district requesting e-bo~~ery-ehe~e-er-s 

to divide or-r~w+~e the county into 

high school districts• he shall Immediately notify the hiqh 

school boundary commission. Such commission shdll ""~:.t a 

timey date 9 and place for a public hedring on the re~u~~t. 

The hearing shall be se~ for a date ~fthin 60 days after the 

receipt of the request, and-any Interested person may appear 

and be heard on such request. The county superintendent 

shall send a written notice of the public hearing on a 

requested boand&ry--ehe~~v divisionv-e~~G+•+~+on to the 

trustees of each elementary end~ft-sehoe+ district of the 

county which has territory that would be affected by the 

ch6nge. fhe county superintendent shall ~lso give notice of 

such public he~ring in accordance with the requirement for 

school election notices prescribed by school election 

provisions of this title. The certificate of the county 

superint~ndent filed with the high school boundary 

commission reciting that such notice requirements have b9eo 
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satisfied shall be conclusive. 

(2) In considering a request ~e--eheftge--hTgn--~ehoo+ 

d+~tr+e~-boander+e~-~ to divide or-ree+Y+~e the county into 

high school districts, the high school boundary com•isslon 

shall give primary consideration to the convenience of the 

high school pupils of the territory under consideration. 

Such commission also shall consider the grouping of 

ele~tary districts to be encompassed by a high school 

district or districts and shall group contiguous ele•entary 

districts within a high school district unless obstacles of 

travel, such as mountains. rivers, impractical routes of 

travel, or distance, make such grouping impractical. After 

th~ hearing. the high school boundary commission may--g~ent 

er--de~y--eny--r~~~~+-.ede-ander-the-~o¥+$+ons-of-~6-3er 

+e~a-h+gh-~-d+s~r+~~ean~y-ehft~~~ shall order 

the ~ivision of the county into high school districts 

~henev~r rP.quested under the provisions of 20-6-303. ~n--~~ 

tetter--ee$e--~he !be co.mlssion•s discretion shall extend 

only to the establishing of boundaries for the newly created 

high school district or districts.• 

~~ction 10. Section 20-6-311, MCAe is amended to read: 

•zo-6-311. High school district boundary approval by 

superintendent. Whenever a high school boundary commission 

orders ~~en~~+ft--ft+gh--~ehoe+--d~t•+e~--ee~near~5--er d 

division ~~+w+s~ of the county into hjgh ~Ql 
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~~t~ under ~~e-prev+sfeftS-~-~~~-~+~e ZQ:6~9 its 

order shall not be final until it has been approved by the 

superintendent o~ public instruction. The superintendent of 

public instruction shall not approve any high school 

bnundary commission order that: 

(1) Is dated less than 1 year since the last high 

school boundary commission order was approved for such 

county; Q£ 

(2) has not been confir•ed by the high school boundary 

commission of each county affected by the boundary change 

when it involves a joint hi~h school distrlct~-e~ 

t~t--e~--~t--p•oTTde--~or--~he--h+~h-seftee+-e+~~+et 

8~Hftdft•~~-~pre¥e0--by--the--e+ee~r~--eT--an---e~~e~y 

~~~e~-un~e~-~he-pre.+~?en~ef-~-365-or-~6-6-;96.• 

Section ll• 

11 20-6-lt02. 

Section 20-6-~2, MCA, is aaended to read: 

Voluntary consolidation and annexation 

incentive plan. Sections 20-6-~01 throu9h 20-6-408 shall be 

known as the voluntary 

incentive plan. The purpose 

coosol i dati on 

of this plan 

and 

Is 

annexation 

to provide 

additional financial assistance to school districts that 

consolidate or annex under the provisions o~ Z0-6-203• 

20-6-205. 

~e-6-~8 ... 

or 20-6-208 for elementary school districts or 

[section ZJ __ ~ection 4] for high school 

o:tistricts.• 

Section 12. Section 20-6-403, MCA• is amended to read: 
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1 "20-6-403-. Appl i cat I on far banus payatent. Whenever two 

2 or more elewentary school dis~ricts consolidate~ annex 

3 unde·r the provis...ions of Zo-6-203• Zo-6-205, or 20-6-203 or 

"'t two or- JMJre high sc·treol district'S COft'S.olida-t.e at agog umier 

5 the rrrO¥isions of 1!'8-r-§EM. C&ed;iqo ?) w ("s;t.tgn tl• the 

6 enlarged dtstri.ct •ay make application for the bonus payment 

7 as prov.lded herein i-t such con&o-1 i·dati-.on or annexation shall 

8 re-sult In the dissolution of at least one eleaentary or high 

9 school district. Appl.ication for the bonus payments JDUSt be 

10 •ade during the school year o~ ~he order creating the 

11 enlarqed school district.• 

12 Nf-M $f;CIIQN• S.Ction 13. Repea-1er. Sections 2Q-6-302• 

1.3 Zo-6-3os., eftd 2G-6-306.- 6JIIL..2D:'fr::UB• HCA• are repealed. 

1-4 ftEf( 5j'ECUM• Sect-ion lit. Cotti-·fication instructi-on. 

15 5ection·s 1 through ::P .1 ar-"e intended to be codified as an 

16 lnte>:jral part of Title ZO~ Chapter 6, pa<:t .>, and the 

17 provis..ions of Title 20 apply to sections 1 through f Jl• 

-'End-
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