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IN THE HOUSI 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
metabers• deaks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Considered correctly 
enqroased. 

Third reading, passed. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN THE SDATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Com$ittee on Fish and Game. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 491 Noes, o. 
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Returned to House. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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lNTRODUCEil BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISHt WILIILIFEt AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

FISH AND GAME COMMISSION MAY AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO OPEN OR CLOSE 

SPECIAL SEASONS UPON 12 HOURS' NOTICE; AMENDING SECTION 

87-1-304, MCA.• 

BE IT Ei~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-1-30~, HCAw is amended to read: 

"87-1-304. Fixing of seasons and bag and po$session 

limi~s. (1) The commission may fix seasons, bag l;mits, 

possession limits, and season li•itsj open or close, shorten 

or lengthen seasons on any species of game, bird, fishe or 

fur-bearing animal as defined by 87-2-101; and declare areas 

open ~o the hunting of deer, antelope, elk, moose, sheep, 

and 90at by bow and arrow permit holders and designate times 

when only bow and arrows may be used to hunt deere antelope, 

elk, moose, sheep, ~nd go~t in those areas. It may declare 

areas open to deer hunting where shotguns only may be used 

to hunt or kill deer. It may declare areas open to special 

license holders only and issue special licenses in a limited 

number when i~ determines, after proper investigation., that 
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LC 1090/01 

such a season is necessary to assure the maintenance of an 

adequate supply of game birds, fish, animals, or fur-bearin9 

animals. It may declare a special season and issue special 

licenses when game birds or animals or fur-bearing animals 

are causing damage to private property or when writt~n 

complaint of such damage has been filed with the co .. ission 

by the ONner of that property. In determining to whom those 

licenses shall be issued, it may, when more applications are 

received than the number of ani.als to be killed, award 

permits to those chosen under a drawing system. The 

procedures used for awarding the permits from the drawing 

system shall be determined by the coumission. 

(2) The co.-ission may adopt rules governing the use 

of livestock and vehicles by archers during special archery 

seasons. 

(3) It may divide the state into fish and game 

districts and create fish, games or fur-bearing animal 

districts throughout the state. It may declare closed season 

for hunting, fishing, or trapping in any of those districts 

and later may open those districts to hunting, fishing, or 

trapping. 

(4) It may declare a closed season on any species of 

game, fish, game birds, or fur-bearing animals threatened 

with undue d~pletion from any caus~. It may close any area 

or district of any stream. public lake, or public water or 
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1 portions thereof to hunting, trapping, or fishing for 

2 li•ited periods of time, When necessary to protect a 

3 recently stocked area, district, water, spawning waters, 

4 spawn-taking waters. or $pawn-taking stations or to prevent 

5 the undue depletion of fish, qame and fur-bearing animals, 

6 and game and nongame birds. It later may open the area or 

7 district upon consent of a majority of the property owners 

8 affect:ed. 

9 15) The cowmissioo way authqrjze the director to open 

10 or close any special season upon 12 bpurs• ngtjse to tb@ 

11 pub) i c. 

12 ffl..W It ~~ay declare certain fishing waters closed to 

13 fishing except by persons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

14 of this subsection is to provide suitable fishing waters for 

15 the exclusive use and enjoy•ent of juveniles under 13 years 

16 of age, at times and in areas the co•mission in its 

17 discretion considers advisable and consistent Nith its 

18 policies relating to fishing.• 

-End-
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l NTRODUCED BY 

Approved by Comm. 
on Fish and Game 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISHo WllDLIFEt ANO PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

FISH AND GAME COMMISSION HAY AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ~ISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO OPEN OR CLOSE 

SPECIAL SEASONS UPON 12 HOURS' NOTICE; AMENDING SECTION 

87-1-30~, MCAe" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-1-304, KCA, is amended to ~ead: 

•67-1-30~. Fixing of seasons and bag and possession 

limits. (1) The commission may fix seasons, bag limits• 

possession 1i•its, and season li•itsi open or close, shorten 

o~ lengthen seasons on any species of game, bird, fish, or 

fur-bearing animal as defined by 87-2-101; and declare areas 

open to the hunting of deer, antelope. elk, ~oose, shee~, 

and goat by bow and arrow per•it holders and designate times 

when only bow and arrows may be used to hunt deer, antelop~, 

elk, moosey sheep, and goat in those areas. It may declare 

areas open to deer hunting whe~e shotguns only may be use1 

to hunt or kill deer. It may declare areas open to spccidl 

lic€nse holders only and issue special licenses in a limited 

number when it determines, after proper investig~tion, that 
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such a season is necessary to assure the Maintenance of an 

adequate supply of game birds, fish, animals, or fur-bearing 

animals. It •ay declare a special season and issue special 

licenses when game birds or ani•als or fur-bearing animals 

are causing damage to private property or when written 

complaint of such damage has been filed with the co .. ission 

by the owner of that property. ln determining to whom those 

licenses shall be issued, it may. when •ore applications are 

received- than the number of aniMals to be killed• award 

permits to those chosen under a d~awing syste•• The 

procedures used for awarding the permits fro~ the drawing 

system shall be determined by the commission. 

(Z) The commission may adopt rules governing the use 

of livestock and vehicles by archers during special archery 

seasons. 

(3) It may divide the state into fish and game 

districts and c~eate fish, ga•e• or fu~-bearing ani~al 

districts throughout the state. lt may declare closed season 

for hunting, fisning~ or trapping in any of those districts 

and lat~r may open those districts to hunting, fishing, or 

tropping. 

(4) It may declare a closed season on any species of 

game, fish, game birds, or fur-bearing animals threatened 

with undue dapletion fro~ any cause. It ~y close any area 

or district of any strea1a.. public lake, or public water or 
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portions thereof to hunting, trapping. or fishing for 

2 limited periods of time, when necessary to p~otect a 

3 recently stocked area, district• water, spawning waters, 

4 spawn-taking waters, or spawn-taking stations or to prevent 

5 the undue depletion of fish, game and fur-bearing animals. 

6 and ga~ and nongame birds. It later may open the area or 

7 district upon consent of a majority of the property owners 

6 affected. 

9 C5J Ihg cgmmission may autbocize the director to open 

10 or clgse any specisl season ypon 12 hours• ogtjce to the 

11 publjc. 

12 f5t~ It .ay declare certain fishing waters closed to 

13 fishing except by persons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

1~ of this subsection is to provide suitable fishing waters for 

15 the exclusive use and enjoyment of juveniles under 13 years 

16 of age, at times and in areas the co•mission in its 

17 discretion considers advisable and consistent with its 

18 policies relating to fishing.• 

-End-

-3-
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1 such a season i~ necessary to assure the maintenance of an 

2 INTRODUCED BY 2 adequate supply of game birds~ fish, animals, or ~ur-bearing 

3 BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISHt HILOLIFEt ANO PARKS 3 animals. It may declare a special season and issue special 

4 4 licenses when game birds or animals or fur-bearing animals 

5 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE 5 are causing damage to private property or when writt~n 

6 FISH AND GAME COMMISSION MAY AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF THE 6 complaint of such da~age has been filed with the commission 

7 DEPARTMENT OF fiSH, WILDLIFE• AND PARKS TO OPEN OR CLOSE 7 by the owner of that property. In determining to whom those 

8 SPECIAL SEASONS UPON 12 HOURS• NOTICE; AMENDING SECTION B licenses shall be issued. it may, when more applications are 

9 87-l-304, MCA. 0 9 received than the numbe~ of anl•als to be killedw award 

10 10 permits to those chosen under a drawing system. The 

11 BE IT EiiACfEO BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 11 procedures used for awarding the permits from the drawing 

12 Section 1. Section 87-l-30~• HCAt is amended to read: 12 system shall be determined by the commission. 

13 •87-1-304. Fixing of seasons and bag and possession 13 (2) The commission may adopt rules governing the use 

14 limits. (1) The co~mission may fix seasons, bag limits, 14 of livestock and vehicles by archers during special archery 

15 possession limits, and season limits; open or close, shorten 15 seasons. 

16 or lengthen seasons on any species of game, birdt fisht or 16 (3t It may divide the state into fish and game 

17 fur-bearing animal as defined by 87-l-101; and declare areas 17 districts and create fish• game~ or fur-bearing animal 

18 open to the hunting of deer, antelope, elkt moose, sheep, 18 districts throughout the state. It may declare closed season 

19 and goat by bow and arrow permit holders and designate times 19 for hunting, fishing, or trapping in any of those districts 

20 when only bow and arrows may be used to hunt deer. antelope, 20 and 1.-lt·=r may open those districts to hunting 9 fishing, or 

21 ~lk, moose, sheep, and goat in those areas. It mdy declare 21 trapping. 

22 areas open to deer hunting where shotguns only may be use1 22 (4) It may declare a closed season on any species of 

23 to hunt or kill deer. It may declare areas open to specidl 23 game• fish, t~ame birds.- or fur-bearing animals threatened 

24 license holders only and issue special licenses in a limited 24 with undue dc~letion from dny caus~. It may close any area 

25 nUinber when it determines, after proper investigation, that 25 or dis~rict of any stream, public lake, or public water or 
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1 portions thereof to hunting, trapping, or fishing for 

z limited periods of time, when necessary to protect a 

3 ..-ecentl y stocked an~a 7 district, water., spawning waters, 

4 spawn-taking waters, or spawn-taking stations or to prevent 

5 the undue depletion of fish,. qame and fur-b~aring animals, 

6 and game and nongame birds. It later may open the area or 

7 district upon consent of a majority oF the property owners 

8 affected. 

9 t5l The commission may aytborize the director tq oggo 

10 or clgse any spacial season upgo -12 boyes• notjce tg t;ba: 

11 public. 

12 t§t42l It may declare certain fishing waters closed to 

13 fishing except by persons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

14 of this subsection is to provide suitable fishing waters for 

15 the exclusive use and enjoyment of juveniles under 13 years 

16 of age. at times and In areas the commission in its 

17 discretion conside~s advisable and consistent ~ith its 

18 policies ~elating to fishiny.• 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 425 

INT~ODUCED RY Jo JENSEN 

BY RE~UEST OF THE DEPARTHENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE• AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT E~TITLEO: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

FISH A~O GAME COMMISSION MAY AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

OEPART~ENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE• AND PARKS TO OPEN OR CLOSE 

SPECI~L SEASONS UPON 12 HOURS• NOTICE; AMENDING SECTION 

87-l-30~, MCAa• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-1-3~, ~CAt is a•ended to read: 

•87-1-304. Fixing of s~asons and bag and possession 

li•lts. (1) The coa•Jssion •ay fix seasons, bag 1 i•its, 

possession li•lts, and season ll•lts; open or close, shorten 

or lengthen seasons on any species of ga•e• bird, fish• or 

fur-bearing anieal as defined by 87-2-101; and declare areas 

open to the hunting of deer, antelope, elk• aoose, sheep, 

and goat by bow and arrow permit holders and designate times 

when only bo• and arrows •ay be used to hunt deer, antelope, 

elk, moose, sheep, and goat in those areas. It may declare 

areas open to deer hunting where shotquns only may b~ used 

to h~nt or kill deer. It may declare areas open to special 

license holders only and issue special licenses in a 1 imited 

nu~ber when i~ determines, after proper investigation, that 
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su,h a season is necessary to assure the •alntenance of an 

adequ~te supply of ga~e birds, fish, ani•a1s, or fur-bearing 

animals. I~ may declare a special season and issue special 

licenses when gaMe birds or animals or fur-bearing ani•als 

are causing damage to private property or when written 

compl~int of such damage has been filed with the commission 

by the owner of that property. In determining to whoM those 

licenses shall be issued, it •ay, when more applications are 

received than the nu•ber of aniaals to be killed, award 

permits to those chosen under a drawing system. The 

procedures used for awarding the pe~•lts froM the d~awing 

system shall be determined by the commission. 

(2) The commission may adopt rules governing the use 

of livestock and vehicle~ by arch~rs during special archery 

seasons. 

(3) It may divide the state into fish and game 

districts and create fish, ga~, or fur-bearing animal 

districts throughout the state. It may declare closed season 

for hunting, fishing, or trapping in any of those districts 

and tater may open those districts to hunting, fishing. or 

trappino. 

(4) It may declare a closed season on any spP.cies of 

gamey fish, game birds, or fur-bearing animals threatened 

with •Jndue depletion fro• any cause. It may close any area 

or district of any stream, public lake, or public water or 

-2- HB 425 
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1 portions theF·e-o-f "to hunti·nqt- tr-app-ing, or fishing for 

2 t l•ited pel"'-iods of tlae,. when necessary t.o protect a 

3 recently stock.O area. district, water, spawnin9 waters, 

4 spawn-taking wa·ter·s.- or spawn-taking st:.ations or to prevent 

5 the undue d-epletion of fi-sh 9 gatte af'd fur-bearing animals, 

6 and galle and nong.aae bf·rds. It later •ay open the ar@a or 

7 distrlc~ upon consent of a aajority ~f the property owners 

8 affected. 

9 111- The cgmalssipn eox ~uthgclzo tbe director to QPID 

10 .Q£-c;lgse 10¥ specLtl '"Son UDQQ 12 bwrs• ngtlco tQ-.t.lul 

11 11'"'1 !c. 

lZ f§t~ It .ay declare certain fishing waters closed to 

13 flshin~ except by p•rsons under 13 years of age. The purpose 

1~ of this subsect•on Is to provide suitable fishing waters for 

lS the exclusive use and enjoy.eR~ of juveniles under 13 ye•rs 

16 of age, at ti~~es and in areas the co-ls.sion in Its 

17 discretion considers advisable and consistent with its 

18 policl as relating to fishing.• 

-End-
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