
HOUSE BILL NO. 416 

Introduced: 01/20/83 

Referred to Committee on Human Services: 01/20/83 
Hearing: 2/11/83 
Report: 02/16/83, Do Pass, As Amended 

2nd Reading: 02/17/83, Do Pass 
3rd Reading: 02/21/83, Do Pass 

Transmitted to Senate: 2/21/83 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary: 3/1/83 
Hearing: 3/22/83 
Report: 3/23/83, Be Not Concurred In 
Bill Killed: 3/23/83 



48th Legislature LC 2145/01 

1 

~ 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

ll 

1? 

D 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

INTRODUCED 3Y 

1-b U.C I BILL ~0. ~ 
Of . .Avt~ (/ -

A BILL fOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

CERTAIN GENERAL INFORHATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT•S INJURY 

TO THE NEWS HEDIA BY A H~ALTH CARE FACILITY IF A LAW 

tNFORCEMcNT AUTHORITY HAS REPORTED THE IhJURY; AMENDING 

SECTION >0-16-311• HCA.• 

3E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONfANA: 

Section l. Section SQ-16-311• MCA• is amended to redd: 

"S0-16-311. When consent is required ~v r~lease or 

t~ansf~r confidential health care information. (1) Exc~pt as 

provided in subsection (2) or as otherwise specifically 

p~ovided by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Yrocedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a ,)erson 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

{2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidentidl health care information: 

(.::~} to i1 physician, dentist. or other medical peraon 

for diagnosis or tr-e..Jtment of an individual in a medic-~1 or 

dental emergencyi 

(b) to d peer review committee if the information 

concerns flatters within the scope of th0 licensed 

LC 2145/01 

1 prof~ssional practice of the committee members; 

2 (c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

3 scientific research 9 management audits, financial audits, 

4 progra111. evaluations. or similar studies. However. qualified 

5 persons may not directly or indirectly identify an 

b individual patient in a research report, audit, or 

1 evaluation or disclose a patient•s ioentity in any manner. 

8 CdJ to a health care provider: 

9 (i) as may be reasonably necessary to provide health 

10 care services to the individual about whom the inforaation 

ll relates; or 

12 Cii) in the administration of the office, pr~ctice, or 

13 operation in connection with the providing of health care 

14 services to the individual about whom the Information 

15 relates; 

16 (e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

17 the administration of a group insurance plan or ·to a 

18 workers• compensation insurer, the division of workers• 

19 compensation, or the workers• compensation judge, as is 

20 necessary in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

21 72; 

22 (f) when a person•s insurance coverage obligates more 

23 than one insur~r with respect ·to a claim or benefiti 

24 (g) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

25 reviewing an insurance claim or complaint ~ade to such 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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1 department by an insured or his authorized representative or 

2 by a beneficiary or his authorized r€presentative of a 

3 deceased insured~ 

4 (h) to the news meaja about the general physjc:al 

5 -'..QQ.Clitjgn or general nature of the injurji!.L.Qf an iniured 

6 ~on baing treated jn a health care facility if any prior 

7 report concerning tbe_iniyrjes bas been gbtajoed by the news 

8 medja from a law enforcement authority.• 

-End-
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loproved by Corrun. On Huma.n 0r>:ryices 

HOUSE BILL NO, 416 

INTRODUCED BY J, BROWN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO 4LLOW RELEASE OF 

CERTAI~ GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATIENT'S ~N~dR¥ 

tQ~Qlil~ TO THE ~EWS MEDIA BY A HEALTH CA~E FACILITY IF A 

LAW E"FORCEMENT AUTHORITY HAS REPORTED THE INJURY; AMENOI!;G 

SECTION 50-16-311• HCAo" 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sect,on 50-L6-3llt .'tCAt is amended to r-ead: 

11 50-16-311. Pihen consent is required to release or 

transfer confidential health care information• (1) Except as 

providsd in subsection (2) or as otherwise specifically 

pr-ovi~ed by law or the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure• 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transfer-red without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

(Z) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confidentidl health care InforMation: 

(u) to a phy5ician, dentist, or other medical person 

for diagnosis or treatment of an individual in a mecHcal or 

dental eMergency; 

(b) to a peer review committee if the information 

concerns matters within the scope of the licensed 
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professional practice of the committee members; 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, management audits, financial audits, 

proqra:u evaluations. or similar studies. However, qualified 

pers-:Jns "'"Y not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a res~arch report, audit, or 

evaluation or disclose a patient•s identity in any Manner. 

(d) to a health care provider: 

(i) as may be reasonably necessary to provida health 

care services to the individual about whom the inforMation 

relat~s; or 

(ii) in the ad~inistration of the office, practice. or 

operation in r:.onnection with the providing of health care 

sPrvices to the individual about who~ the information 

relat~s; 

(e) to an employer as may be reasonably necessary in 

the ad~inistration of a group insurance plan or to ~ 

workers• compen5ation insurer, the divi~ion of workers• 

co•pe~sation, or the workers' compansation judge, as is 

necessdry in the administration of Title 39, chapters 71 and 

72; 

(f) when a per-son's insurance coverage obligates more 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

(~~) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

re~ie~in~ an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

-2- HB 416 
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1 depart~ent by an insured or hiS authorized representative or 

2 by a beneficiary or his authorized representative of a 

3 deceased Insured~ 

4 Lbl __ tg_tQ~__n~ __ meala __ aagut __ tbe--genBL~~~l 

5 caoditign Q~==§anc~a%==aa~a%c=a£=~a=±o~tt~±es gt_ao_injULad 

6 ~~~ou-beiog_t~~at~d-ln_A-bealt~4~&-facil~if_ag~~ 

7 ~gO~t-CQDCK~Oing_tbB-iDju~&A-haA_baeo_abtainad_b¥-tb&-OK~ 

B madia_f~am-a-laK-KDfQLca~Dt-4Utb~L¥·" 

-End-
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HOUSE B1ll NO. 416 

INTRODUCED BY Jo BROWN 

A BILe FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO ALLOW RELEASE OF 

CERTAI~ GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO A PATlENT"S ~~R¥ 

tQ~Qlil~ TO THE NEWS NEOlA BY A HEALTH CARE FACILITY IF A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY HAS REPORTED THE INJURY; AMENDING 

SECTION 50-16-311• MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

5ection 1. Section So-16-311• MCA• is amended to read: 

1150-16-lll• ~hen consent is requi~ed to release or 

transf~r confidential health care Information. (1) Except as 

provided In subsection (2) or as otherwise specifically 

provi~ed by law or the ~ontana Rules of Civil Procedure, 

confidential health care information relating to a person 

may not be released or transferred without the written 

consent of the person or his authorized representative. 

{2) Consent is not required for release or transfer of 

confi~e~tial health care lnfor•ation: 

fa) to a physician, dentist, or other medical person 

for diagnosis or treatment of an Individual In a medical or 

dental emerge~cy; 

Cb) to a peer review comalttee if the information 

concerlls 111atters within the scope of the licensed 
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professional practice o~ the commit~ae •embers; 

(c) to qualified persons for the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, manageMent audits, financial audits, 

progra~ evaluations, or siaflar studies. However• qualified 

persons •ay not directly or indirectly identify an 

individual patient in a research report• audit• or 

evaluation or disclose a ~atient•s identity in any •anner. 

(d) to a health care provider: 

(i) as ~ay be reasonably necessary to prQvide health 

care services to the individual about whom the information 

relates; or 

(ii) in the ad•lnistratlon of the office, practice, or 

operation in connection with the providing of health care 

sP-rvices to the individual about who• the lnforaation 

relates; 

(e) to an employer as •av be reasonably necessary in 

the ad~inistration of a group insurance plan or to a 

workers• compensation insurer. the division of workers• 

compensation, or ~he workers• co•pensation judge. as Is 

necessary in the administration of Title 39• chapters 71 and 

72; 

(f) when a person•s insurance coverage obligates aore 

than one insurer with respect to a claim or benefit; 

((;) to a state insurance department for the purpose of 

re_•Je .. ing an insurance claim or complaint made to such 

-2- HB 416 
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1 department by an insured or his authorized representative or 

2 b1 a bene~iciary or his authorized re~resentative of a 

3 deceased lnsuredL 

4 Lbl-t!l-tlla-DhL.-II!HI1L-illiQllt the~ecal pllU~l 

5 c.111l111t.i.llD =-ai--=Ul:IIU::af::ttltr~eiu llLAD..lo.ille&il 

6 IUI&:illll-IUiiog-tuilt~il...billllttw:.ill:Lf.ilc.lll.U-iLilll~.tillL 

1 C&IIII£1-C.ODC.BtniDII-lbe-iolu~i-hii-bC~.iliolld-b¥-tb&-u:~ 

a udliJ..fro• a 1 U..llDfiii'.C.IIIIllot-ilidlllltltx•• 

-End-
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