
HOUSE BILL NO. 374 

Introduced: 01/19/83 

Referred to Committee on Local Government: 01/19/83 
Hearing: 2/17/83 
Died in Committee 
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INT~ODUCCD BY BILL NO. 37tj 

A BILL FOR A:'j ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISe THE COUNTY 

POOR FUNu 14ATCHING GRANT-IN-All> WORKF.\RE PRO;;R1.1'1 BY 

PROVIDING THAT CERTAIN EXPENSES ARE REASONABlE AND NECESSARY 

POOR FUND EXPENDITURES FOR PURPOSES OF THE HATCHING 

G~ANT-IN-AIU PROGRAM AND MAKING THESE PROVISIONS RETROACTIVE 

TG JULY 1, 1982; DECREASING THE TRIGGER PviNT F3R STATE 

MATCh FrtOH 8 MillS TO 3 l/2 HillS; MAKING THE COUNTY POOR 

FUND ~ATCHING GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM A PERMANENT PRUGRA~; 

~PPROPRlATING MONEY FOR THe CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO FU.~O 

EXP=NDITU>.[ S AUTHOR! ZED BY THIS ACT; AMEND! NG SECT! or; 2, 

CHAPTER 11, SPECIAL LAWS Cf 1981; REPEALING SECTION 4• 

CHA•TEk 11• SPECIAL lAWj OF 1981; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE 

OATeS AND AN APPliCABILITY DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LoGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MUNTANA: 

Section 1. Section 2, Cha?ter 11, Special Laws of 

l9dlw is amended to read: 

"Section 2. Hate hi ng grants from state funds ':..o 

cour.ti~s. (1) A county may apply to the departm~nt for a 

matC":i·dng grant-in-aid. The matching 9r.jnt-in-:~id is a st.Jt~ 

contribution of 50% of the county co~t of provioi~g 

assistunce to the ne~dy for all lawful poor fund purposns, 
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except subs;dy to a medical facility. 

(2) ~The grant shall be awarded if the board of 

county commissioners or an executive office~ of a county 

makas written application to the departMent certi~ying: 

tet~ that the county has budgeted for a mill levy in 

excess of 8 mills for the county poor fund; 

tbt!iil ~hat the county has, or within a reasonable 

time will have• expended from the poor fund an aaount raised 

~y a mills; 

fe't.Lilll that such expendi·tul"es were reasonable and 

necessary, according to criteria set by the depart~nt in 

its rul-es adopted for such purposes, for the county to 11eet 

its obligations under law to provide assistance to the 

needy; and 

Tdt~ that the county participates in or operates a 

work program, as authorized by 53-3-304, that has been 

approved by the department. 

Cbl For purposes of sybsection f2JtaJljji ), reaso~ 

and necgssary expgndjtures jnclude byt are not I jmjted to: 

til leg~l sgryicgs r~lating tg county wglfare cases 

~jd?d by the coyoty attqrogy•s offjce or by a contracted 

attoro@y aytbo(jZg~_tbe board of cgyoty commi$sioners; 

(ii) jnt~rest go regjst«red poor fyod warrants; and 

(iii) admjnistratiy~ and syperyjsory costs of operating 

~work p[ogrgm. jocludio~ pPrsonngl sqlarjas and wages and 
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cost of material~ 

(3) Upon deter~ination ~hat a county has met the 

conditions for d matching grant-in-aid, the state shall 

financially participate in 50% of all further lavtul poor 

fund expenditures, except 

subsidy. until such time 

~•ergency gr3nt-in-aid. 

discretion advance funds 

those for a medical facility 

~hat a county qualifies for an 

The department may dt its 

to a county for the state's 

matching contribution for poor fund expenditures9 or it May 

rei•burse a county for such ·expenditures. 

(4) (a) A county receiving a matching grant-in-aid m~y 

not levy more than 1/2 Mill for each 1-mill expenditure 

equivalent over 8 mills for poor fund purposes except to 

subsidize a medical facility. 

(b) For the purposes of 53-2-323• a county 

1 awful 

has 

exhausted all sources of revenue whenever its poor 

fund expenditures (other than a subsidy for a medicdl 

facility) plus the stat_e matching contribution ha~ Teached 

an amount equivalent to the revenues that could have been 

raised by the ~aximum mill levy authorized by 53-2-321. 

(5) The departaent may adopt rules to imple.ent this 

sect i on.• 

Section 2. Section 2, 

1981, is amended to read: 

•section 2. ~atching 

Chapter 1h 

grants from 
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countiEs. (1) A county may apply to the department for a 

matching grant-in-aid. The matching grant-in-aid is a state 

contribution of 50% of the county cost of proviCing 

assistance to the needy for all lawful poor fund purposes, 

except subsidy to a medical facili~y. 

(2) The grant shall be awa~ded if the board of county 

co~~~missioners or- an executive office~ of a county lllakt-:~ 

written application to the department certifying: 

(a) that the county has budgeted for a ~ill levy in 

excess of 8 mills for th~ county poor fund; 

(b) that the county has10 or within a n~asonable time 

will have, expended from the poor fund an aMount rai5ed by 6 

J.....J..l.J,. IU iJ J 5 ; 

(c) that such expenditures were reasonable and 

necessary. accordin9 to criteria set by the departm~nt in 

its rules adopted for such purposes10 for the county to me~t 

its obligations under law to provide assistance to the 

needy; and 

(d) that the county participates in or operates a work 

program, as authorized by 53-3-30~, that has been approved 

by the department. 

(3) Upon determination that a county has ~r~et the 

conditions for a matching grant-in-aid• the state shall 

financially participate in 50% of all further lawful poor 

fund expenditures. except those for a medical facility 
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$ubsidy. until such time 

e~ergency grant-in-aid. 

discretion advance funds 

that a county qu~lifies for an 

The department may at its 

to a county for the state•s 

matching contribution for poor fund expenditures. or it may 

rei•burse a county for such expenditures. 

C4) (a) A county receiving a matching grant-in-aid may 

not levy more than 1/2 •ill for each 1-mill expenditure 

equivalent over 8 mills for poor fund purposes except to 

subsidize a medical facility. 

(b) for the purposes of 53-Z-323• 

exhausted all sources of revenue whenever Its 

fund expenditures (other than a subsidy 

facility) plus the state matching contriDution 

a county hds 

lawful poor 

for a medical 

has reached 

14 an amount equivalent to the revenues that could hav~ been 

15 r-aised by the maximum mi 11 levy authoTized by 53-2-321. 

16 (5) The department may adopt rules to impleAient this 

17 section.• 

18 NEW SECTIQN. Section 3. Appropriation. There is 

19 appropriated from the general fund to the departaent of 

20 ~ocial and rehabilitation services $ _____ for the fiscal 

21 ye-dr ending Jun.e 30, 1903• to fund the additional author-ized 

ZZ expenditures established by section 1 for the county poor 

.23 fund matcning gl"ant-in-aid progra111 established in Chapt..,~r 

24 11 9 Special La~s of 1981 9 and for the county poor fund 

25 enu~rgency grant-in-aid pr-:lgra;R established in :53-2-323. Any 
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unspent balance of this appropriation shall revert to the 

general fund. 

NEW SftiigN. Section 4. Repealer. Section 47 Chapter 

ll9 Special Laws of 19819 is repealed. 

NEij SECTipN. Section s. Effective date -- retroactive 

in part. (1) Section 1 is effective on passage and approvQl 

and applies retroactively. wi~hin the .eaning of 1-2-109• to 

July 1• 1982. 

(2) Section 2 is effective 4uly l• 1963. 

(3) This act. except sections 1 and 2. is effective on 

passage and ·approval. 

-End-
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