
BOUSE BILL NO. 373 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS, SWIFT, 
HOLLIDAY, SAUNDBU, DOVER 

BY UQUES'l' Or TBB BOARD or WA'l'BR WELL CON'l'RAC'l'ORB 

January 19, 1983 

February 16, 1983 

.February 18, 1983 

February 19, 1983 

February 21, 1983 

February 22, 1983 

March 1, 1983 

March lS, 1983 

March 17, 1983 

March 19, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass aa amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
m~era• desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Coneidered correctly 
en9rosaed. 

Third readinq, paaued. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN '1'81 SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

Committee raoomtaend bUl be 
concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Statement of Intent attached. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

Third readinq, concurred in. 
Ayes, 49r Noes, 1. 



March 19, 1993 

March l1, 1983 

April 1, 1983 

April s, 1983 

April 6, 1983 

April 12, 1983 

April 13, 1983 

April 14, 1983 

April 16, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 
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Returned to Houae with 
Statement of Intent. 

Second reading, Statement of 
Intent concurred in. 

Third reading, Statement of 
Intent concurred in. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 

On motion, rules suspended to 
allow Houae to reeonaider 
action. 

On motion, previous action 
reconaidere4. 

on motion taken from 
enrolling and referred to 
second readin9. 

Second reading, Statement of 
Intent not concurred in. 

On motion, free Conference 
COJUtittee requested and 
appointed. 

Free Conference Committee 
reported. 

Second reading, report 
adopted. 

Third reading, report 
adopted. 

Pree Conference C~ittee 
report adopted by Senate. 

Sent to enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED BY ~~::t<~?z:·..:·...-4~7-1c~~~-=--~~~!!(,f,~.d:S!~~'=t=:~z--

8Y REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF WATER WELL 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REESTABLISH THE 

BOARD OF WATER WELL CONTRACTORS; TO ALLOW THE BOARD TO 

ESTABLISH RULES ON THE DISCLOSURE OF WATER WELL CONSTRUCTION 

AND PAYMENT THEREFOR; TO DElETE SPECIFIC FEES AND PROVIDE 

THAT THE BOARD ESTABLISH FEES; TO DECREASE THE TIME FOR 

LICENSE REAPPLICATION AFTER THE FAILURE TO PASS AN 

EXAMINATION; TO INCREASE THE BONO REQUIREMENT; TO ELIMINATE 

THE REQUIREMENT THAT A COMPLAINANT MUST APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE BOARD; TO ALLOW LICENSURE BASED UPON RECIPRUCITY; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 2-B-103, 37-43-303, 37-~3-305 THROUGH 

37-43-307o ANO 37-43-311, HCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Hf~kllUM* Section 1. Reestablishaent. The board of 

water well contractors is reestablished for 6 yea~s pursuant 

to 2-8-122, with its existinq statutory authority and rules. 

Section z. Section 2-B-103t HCA• is amended to read: 

"Z-8-103. Agencies to terminate. (1) The following 

agencies shall tenainate on July 1, 1979: 

(a) board of abst~acters. department of ~rofessional 
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and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1643; 

(b) board of real estate, department of professional 

and occupational licensing• created by 2-15-1642; 

(c) state board of warm air heating, ventilation. and 

air conditioning. department of professional and 

occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1656; 

(d) board of institutions. department of institutions• 

created oy 2-15-2303. 

(2) The following agencies shall terminate on July 1• 

1981: 

(a) board of athletics, department of professional and 

occupational 1 icens;ng. created by Z-15-1661; 

(b) board of massage therapists, department of 

professional and occupational 1 icens ing, created by 

2-15-1627; 

(c) board of osteopathic physicians, department of 

professional and occupation a I 1 icens ing. created by 

2-15-1607; 

(d) board of podiatry examiners. department of 

professional and occupat i anal 1 icensing. created by 

2-l5-16081"a 

(3) The following units of state government shall 

termindte on July 1 9 l9A3: 

(aJ board of aeronautics. department of co~oerce 9 

created by 2-15-1812; 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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(b) state board of hail in~urance, departm~nt of 

agricultur~, created by Z-15-3003; 

(c) Doard of horseracing, department of commerce, 

created by 2-1~-1881; 

(d) boara of livestock, department of 1 ivestockt 

created oy 2-15-3102i 

(e) board of milk control, department of coamerce, 

created by 2-15-1802; 

(f) board of oil and gas conservation, depart~nt of 

natural resources and conservation, created by 2-15-3303; 

(g) Montana outfitters• council, department of fish, 

wildlife, and parkst created by Z-15-3~03; 

(h) public service co•mission, depart.ent of public 

service regulation, created by 69-1-lOZ; 

(i) board of water and wastewater operators, 

Oepart•ent of health and environaental sciences, created by 

2-15-Zl05-ta. 

tjt--h&erd--e#--ws~er--we4~-e&ft~Pee~orsy-~epa~~~ 

e ... e~eey-ereeeee-e,-~-+§-~86~• 

(4) The following agencies ter•lnate on July 1, 1985: 

(a) the board of public accountants, departMent o¥ 

comMerce, created by 2-15-1866; 

{b) the board of architects, depart.ent of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1871; 

(C) state banking boardt depC~rt-•ent of cotn~~~eree., 
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created by 2-15-1803; 

(d, the state electrical board• depart.ent of 

co~erce. created by Z-15-187~; 

(e) the board of professional engineers and land 

surveyors, department of commerce, created by 2-15-1873; 

(f) office of co••issioner of insurance and the 

insurance department, state auditor's office, created by 

2-15-1902 and l-15-1903; 

(g) office of the securities commissioner., state 

auditor's office, created by 2-15-1901; 

(h) the board of landscape architects, department of 

commerce., created by 2-15-1872; 

(i) the board of county printing, department of 

coamerce, created by 2-15-1811; 

(j) the board of pluabers, department of comaercet 

created by 2-15-1875; 

(k) board of physical therapy exaeinerst department of 

commerce, created by Z-15-1858. 

(SJ The following agencies terminate on July lt 1987: 

(a) commission for hu•an rights., dep~rtment of labor 

and industry, ereated oy Z-15-1706; 

(b) Montana state board of raedical examiners, 

depar--t-ment of co .. erce,. created by 2-1S-18ltl; 

{c J board of dentistry.., depar-tment of co-ercet 

created by Z-15-1842; 
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(d) board of phar•acists~ department of com.ercet 

created by Z-15-18~3; 

(e) board of nursing, department of comaerce, created 

by Z-15-1844; 

if) board of nursing ho•e adBinistrators, depart.ent 

of com.erce, created by 2-15-1845; 

(g) board of optometrists, department of commerce, 

created oy 2-15-16~6;, 

(h) board of chiropractors, department of co-.ercee 

created by Z-15-1847; 

(i) board of radiologic technologists• department of 

co••erce, created by 2-15-1848; 

(j) board of speech pathologists ana audiologists, 

department of commerce, created by Z-15-18~9• 

(k) board of hearing aid dispensers, department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1850; 

(1) ooard of psychologists, depart•ent of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1851; 

(m) board of veterinarians, department of co~ercer 

created by 2-15-1852; 

{n) board of morticians, department of commerce. 

created by 2-1S-18S3; 

(o) board of barbers. department of comMerce, created 

by Z-15-1856; 

(p} board of cosmetologists. department of commerce. 
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created by Z-15-1857; 

(q) board of sdnitarians. depart.ent of co••erce. 

created by Z-15-1861; 

tr) board of veterans• affairs, departaent of social 

and rehabilitation services, created by 2-15-Z20Z. 

~h&__f~ng agency termjoates gn_July 1. 1989: 

Dgard gf water-¥el~~~tors. depart•en~of commerce. 

~ted by 2-15-laRZ." 

Section 3. Section 37-43-303, MCAw is a.ended to read: 

"37-43-303. Application --fee. (1) A person desiring 

to engage in the drilling, making, or construction of one or 

more wells for underground wa~er in this state shall first 

file an application with the depart.ant for a contractor•s 

license, setting out his qualifications. the equipment 

proposed to be used in the contracting, and other Matters 

required by the bOard on forms adopted by the board. 

(2) The department shall charge a fee a4---•~ee 

~rjbed by lb~_bgaLd for filing the application of a 

person. The application shall not be acted on until the fee 

has been paid. Fees collected under this section shall be 

deposited in the earmarked revenue fund for the use of the 

board, subject to 37-1-101(61• 

(3) A license to construct water wells shall be issued 

to an applicant if• in the opinion of the boardr the 

applicant is qualified to conduct water well construction 

-6-
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operations. In th~ granting of licenses, the board shall 

have due regard for the interest of this s~ate in the 

protection of its unaerground waters.• 

Section 4. Section 37-43-305t MCA, is amended to read: 

•37-43-3B5. Exa•ination and qualifications. (1, Under 

rules pertaining to the business of drilling and contracting 

for drilling of water wells which the board adopts, the 

depart•ent shall, subject to 37-1-101(41• Inquire by 

examination or otherwise into the qualifications of 

applicants for licenses to drill or aake wells for the 

production of underground 

Exa•fnations may be oral, 

waters in 

written, 

qualifications required by the board are: 

this state. 

or both. The 

(a) familiar knowledge of g~oundwater laws of this 

state and sanitary standards for water well drilling and 

construction of water wells; 

(b) knowledge of types of water well construc~ioo: 

(c) knowledge of types of drilling tools and their 

uses; 

(d} knowledge of underground geology in its relation 

to well construction; 

l•l possession of adequate equlp•ent by the applicant 

to complete satisfactory water wells under the standards o~ 

the board; 

(f) financial responsibility of the applicant; 
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(9) successful completion of an examination given by 

the depart•ent; and 

(h) the applicant must have completed a •inimu• of 1 

year apprenticeship under the direct supervision of a 

licensed water well contractor. 

(2) The departMent shall give examinations at times 

and places the board deteraines. Failure of an applicant to 

successfully complete the examination disqualifies him fro• 

making further application for a period of 6 ~ •onths. The 

board shall act within a reasonable time on applications for 

licenses. An application shall be acco•panied by the initial 

fee, and failure to successfully meet the requirements of 

the board does not entitle the applicant to a refund of the 

fee.• 

Section 5. Section 37-~3-306• KCAt is amended to read: 

"37-43-306. Bond to be required. The departMent, on 

issuance of a license under this chapter, shall require• 

before the person com~ences operations in this state, d good 

and sufficient surety bond or in lieu thereof its equivalent 

in a certificate of deposit, cashier's check, bank draftt or 

certified check, to be approved by the board, in the penal 

sum of ~~y899 ~.conditioned that the licensee Mill 

comply with the rules of the board and reasonable 

requ;re•ents made by the board in connection with the 

drilling of an indiVi·dual well." 

-8-
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Section 6. Section 37-43-307 1 MCA 1 is amended to read: 

•37-43-307. Annual 

nonrenewal. (1) Th~ term 

reneHal -- fee -- ~evocation for 

for licenses Issued under this 

chapter is 

June 30. 

37-43-303. 

fro• July 1 of each year through the following 

After the payment of the initial fee under 

a 1 icensee shall pay, before the first day of_ 

each license year 1 a renewal fee of-$~S as grgs~bed by the 

~g. 

(2) If a 1 icensee does not apply for renewal of his 

license before the first day of a license year and reait to 

the department the renewal fee, he shall have his license 

suspended by the board. If the license re•ains suspended for 

a period of more than 30 days after the first day of a 

Jicense year 1 it shall be revoked by the board. However, the 

aepart~ent. prior to this ~evocation. shall notify the 

licensee of the board•s intention to revoke at least 10 days 

prior to the time set for action to be taken by the board on 

the license, by mailing notice to the licensee at the 

address appearing for the licensee in the records and files 

of the department. A license once revoked may not be 

reinstated unless it appears that an injustice has occurred 

indicating to the board that the licensee was not guilty of 

negligence or laches. If a person whose license has been 

revoked through his own fault desires to engage in the 

business of water well drilling in this state or contracting 

-9-

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0483/01 

therefor, he •ust apply under 37-~3-303 and 37-43-304. 

Notice of suspension 

suspension occurs." 

shall be given a licensee when the 

Section 7. Section 37-43-311, HtA, is amended to read: 

"31-43-311• Suspension and revocation of license 

grounds -- procedure. (1) A license issued under this 

chapter •ay be suspended or revoked by the board in cases 

other than failure of a licensee to renew the license after 

notice and hearing: 

(a) in the event the licensee has violated a condition 

of the bond maintained by him as a prerequisite to issuance 

of the license; 

(b) for the practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a 

liLense; 

(c) for gross negligence; 

(d) for incompetence; 

(e) for conviction of a felony; or 

(f' for violating the requi~ements of this chapter. 

(2) Any person may make complaint against a licensee. 

Complaints shalt be in writin9• signed by the complainant, 

and mu~t specify the charges against the licensee. The board 

on its own motion or on rec~ipt of a complaint shall hold a 

hearing on charges. 

(3' A person bringing the complaint has the burden of 

proof and ~s~ m4¥L-~--~_d~~~~~be board· be 

-10-
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Lcquired to appear in person. A unani~us vote of the board 

2 is required in order to revoke or suspend a license. If a 

3 suspension is directed by the board• it aay not be for a 

4 period in excess of 1 year.• 

5 

6 

NEW SECTION, Section 8. Reciprocity. If 

holding a J icense entitling hi• to drill water 

a person 

wells in 

7 another state applies for a Montana water well contractor•s 

8 license, the board may waive the apprenticeship requireMents 

9 and examination requirements If it finds that the standards 

10 and requirements of the state in which the applicant is 

11 licensed are equal to or exceed those of Montana. However• 

12 the board May require the applicant to successfully complete 

13 an examination based on Montana statutes and rules relating 

14 to the drilling of water wells in this state. 

15 NEW SECTION. Section 9. Codification instruction. 

16 Section 8 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

17 Title 37, chapter 43, and the provisions of Title 37• 

18 chapter 43, apply to section a. 

19 NEW SECTtOHa Section 10. Effective date. This act is 

20 effective June 30, 1983. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 

FISCAL NOTE 

203-83 
REQUEST NO.-----

Form 80-15 

In compliance with a written request received January 21, , 19 ~. there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ l!_ouse Bill 373 pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCAI. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 373 reestablishes the Board of Water Well Contractors; allows the board 
to establish rules on the disclosure of water well construction and payment there­
for; deletes specific fees and provides that the board establish fees; decreases the 
time for license reapplication after the failure to pass an examination; increases 
the bond requirement; eliminates the requirement that a complainant must appear 
personally before the board; allows licensure based upon reciprocity; amends Sections 
2-8-103, 37-43-303, 37-43-305 through 37-43·307, and 37-43-311, MCA; and provides an 
effective date. 

ASSUMPTION: 

Revenue and expenditures will remain the same. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Continue operating at current level for FY 84 and FY 85. The c:;osts incurred for 
1982 were $19,001 and the appropriated amount for 1983 is $20,797. 

FISCAL NOTE 7:N/1 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: /- 2-L -~~ 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 373 

INTRODUCED ~y MARKS, S~IFTt 

HOLLIDAY• SAUNDERSt DOVER 

9Y REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF WATER ~ELL CONTRACTORS 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REESTABliSH THE 

SOARD OF HATER WEll CONTRACTORS; fB--•~tBH-fHE-bB.R8-fB 

ESfA~tfSH-RYtES-BN-fHE-Bf5Et85~RE-BF-H*fER-HE~t-EBH5fRYEffBN 

*NB-P*¥MENf-fHEREF8R~ TO DElETE SPECIFIC FEES AND PROVIDE 

T~AT THE BOARD ESTABLISH FEES; TO DECREASE THE TI~E FOR 

L!CfNSE REAPPliCATION AFTER THE FAilU~E TO PASS AN 

EXAMINATION; TO INCREASE THE BOND REQUIREMENT; TO ELIMINATE 

THE REQUIREMENT THAT A COMPlAINANT HUST APPEAR PERSONAllY 

~EFDRE THE BOARD; TO AlLOW LICENSURE BASED UPON RECIPROCITY; 

A~ENDING SECTIONS Z-8-103. 37-43-303, 37-43-305 THRUUGH 

37-43-307, AND 37-43-311, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

OAT'?." 

BE IT E~ACTED SY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~th-~t~IQ~~ Section 1. Ree5tab1 i~hment. The bQard of 

"at~r well contractors i~ reestablished for b years pursuant 

to Z-8-122• with its e~isting statutory authority and rules. 

Section 2. Section 2-8-103, MCA, is dmended to read: 

11 2-8-103. Agencies to terr.1inate. {l) The following 

~~encies shall terminate on July lt 1979: 
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(a) board of abstracters, depart~ent of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1643; 

Cb) board of real estate, department of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1642; 

(c) state board of warm air heating, ventilation. and 

air conditioning, department of professional and 

occup~tional licensing, created by 2-15-l656i 

(d) boa~d of institutions, department of institutions, 

created by 2-15-2303. 

(2:) The following agencies shall terminate Ol"! July 1., 

19~1: 

(a) board of athletics, department of professional and 

occupational r·icensing, createel by 2-15-1661; 

(b) board of massage therapists, department of 

professional and occupational 1 icensingt created by 

2-15-1627; 

(c) board of osteopathic physicians, department of 

t.>rofessional and occupational licensing, created by 

l-15-1607; 

(d) oodrd of podiatry examiners, depar tm~nt of 

p..-ofess i anal and occuoat ional l ic:ensin~., created oy 

2-15-1608t .. 

(3) The fo11owing units of state government shall 

terminate on July lt 19q3: 

(a) board of aeronautics, department of comMerce, 

-2- HB 313 

SECOND READING 
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cre~ted by l-15-1812; 

(b) state board of hail insurance. department of 

aqriculture, created by 2-15-3003; 

(cl board of horseracing, 

created by 2-15-1881; 

department 

(d) board of livestock, department of 

of commerce, 

1 ivestockt 

created by 2-15-3102; 

(e) board of mi 1 k control, department of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1802; 

(f) board of oil and gas conservation, department of 

natural resources and conservation, created by 2-15-3303; 

(g) Montana outfitters• council, depart~ent of fish, 

wildlife, and parks, created by 2-15-3403; 

(h) public service commission, department of public 

service regulation, created by 69-1-102; 

(i) board of water and wastewater operators, 

department of health and environmental sciences, created by 

2-15-2105~& 

tjt--besrd--ef--we~e~--~e+l--ee~~~aeto~,y-de~er~men~-e~ 

eemmereey-eree~ed-ey-~-+~-2862w 

(4) The following agencies terminate on July 1, 1985: 

(a) the board of public accountants, department of 

com~erce, created by 2-15-le66i 

(b) the board of architects, department of con~erce, 

cre~ted by 2-15-1871; 

-3- HB 373 
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(c) stdte banking board, department of commerc~, 

cr~ated by 2-15-l803i 

{d) th~; state electrical bOdr.:h department of 

com~""Perce, created by 2-15-1874; 

!•) the board of professional engineers and land 

surveyors, department of commerce, created by 2-15-1873; 

(f) office of commis~ioner of insurance and the 

insurance department, state auditor's office, created by 

<-15-1902 and 2-1~-1903; 

(g) office of the securities commissioner, state 

audito~•s office, c~eated by 2-15-1901; 

(h) the board of landscape architects, department of 

com~erce, created by 2-15-1872; 

(i) the board of county printin~, department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1811; 

(j) the board of plumbers, department of commerce, 

created oy 2-15-1875; 

(k) board of physical therapy exa~iners, department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1856. 

(5) The following agencies terminate on July 1, 1987: 

(a) commission for human rights, department of labor 

and industry• created by Z-15-1706; 

(b) Montana state board of medical exa•iners, 

dep3rtment of commerce, created by 2-15-1841; 

(c 1 board of dentistry, department of commerce, 

-4- HB 373 
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created by 2-15-1842; 

(d) board of pharmacists, department of commerce, 

cr~ateo by 2-15-1843; 

(e) board of nursing, department of commerce, created 

by 2-15-1844; 

(f) board of nursing home administrators, department 

of commerce, created by 2-15-1845i 

(~) board of optometrists, department of commerce, 

cr~ated ~V 2-15-18~6; 

(h} board of chiropractors, department of commerce, 

creat~d by 2-15-1847; 

(i) board of radiologic technologists, department of 

com"terce, created by 2-lS-1848; 

(j) ooard of speech patholoqists. and audiolO·Jists, 

Jep?rtment of commerce, created by 2-15-1849; 

(k) bo.c.ord of hearing aid dispensers., department of 

com•erce, cre~ted ~y 2-15-1850; 

(-I) board of psychologists, department of commerce, 

created oy 2-15-1851; 

(:n) board of veterinarians, department of commerce, 

createJ uy 2-15-1852; 

(n) board of morticians, department of commerce, 

created ~y 2-15-1853; 

(o) ooaro of barber5t department of commerce, created 

by 2-15-1856; 
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IP) ooard of cosmetologists, department of cominerce, 

created by 2-15-1657; 

(q) board of sanitarians, department of commerce, 

created oy 2-15-1861; 

(r) board of veterans• affairs, department of social 

and rehabilitation services, created by 2-15-2202. 

U>l--lb!LJ.lllll!itlQl!_aliii.W:.~minat..e..L<m.dlll~Ullll 

tll!iil:li-liL~t.a.tli..li!e.ll~<m.tu~.tl!L.u._lill.l!.a.u.mll.O.t._!!f_-=mu~ 

kl:ll.a.tii.j_QX-~l2=~~l.• 

Section 3. s~ction 37-43-303, HCA, is amended to read: 

"37-43-303. Application --fee. (1) A person desiring 

to ~nqage in the drilling, making, or construction of one or 

more wells for underground water in this state shall first 

file an application with the department for a contractor's 

I icense, setting out his qualifications, the equipment 

proposed to be used in the contracting, and other matters 

required by the board on forms adopted by the ~oard. 

(2) Th~ department shall char9e a fee e+---$T6e 

~~~~I:LQII.Q--~~--the __ UQaLQ for filing the dpplicdtion of a 

~erson. The application shall not be acted on until the fee 

ho~ been ~aid• fees collected under this section shdll be 

de~ositeo in the e~rmarked revenue fund for the use of the 

voJrd, subject to 37-t-101(6). 

(3) A license to construct water wells shall be issued 

to dn ap?licant if, in th~ opinion of the board, the 
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ap~l icant is qualified to <;onduct water well Lonstruction 

operations. In the granting of licenses, the board sh311 

have due regara for the int~rest of this state ir1 the 

protection of its underground waters.•• 

Section~. S~ction 37-43-305, MCAt is am~nded to read: 

"37-43-305. Examination and qualifications. (1) Under 

rulas ~ertaining to the business of drilling and contracting 

for drilling of water uells which the board adopts, the 

department 

examination 

shall, subject to 37-1-101(4)• inquire by 

or otherwise into the qualifications of 

applicants for licenses to drill or make .. ells fo.- the 

production of underground 

lxaminations mav be oral, 

waters in 

written" 

qualifications required by the board ar~: 

this state. 

or both. The 

(a) f aJDi 1 i ar knowledge of groundwater 1 aws of this 

state and sanitary standards for water well drilling and 

construction of water wells; 

{b) knowledge of types of water well constructioni 

(c) knowledge o·f types of drilling tools dnd their 

uses; 

(d) knowledge of underground geology in its relation 

to well construction; 

(e) possession of adequate equipment by the applicant 

to COiriplete satisfactory water wells under the. standards of 

the ooardi 
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(f) financial responsibility of the applicant; 

(g) succes~ful completion of an examination given by 

the departmenti and 

(tl) tht! applicant must have completed a minimum of 

year apprenticeship under the direct supervision of a 

licffnsed water well contractor. 

(2) The departRlent shall gi\le examinations oJt times. 

and IJlace'S t:h~ board determines. Failure of an applicant tr"J 

successfully complete the examination disqualifies him from 

makino further application for a period of 6 J months. The 

oo~rd shall act within a reasonable time on applications for 

1 icenses. An application shall be accompanied by the initial 

feet ~no failure to successfully meet the requirements of 

th~ board does not entitle the applicant to a refund of the 

tee.• 

Section 5. Sect'ion 37-43-306 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

•37-43-306. Bond to be required. The departQent, on 

issuance of d license under this chapter, shall require, 

before the person commences operations in this statew a good 

and sufficient surety bond or in lieu thereof its equi~alent 

in a certificate of deposit, cashier's check, bank draft, or 

certified check, to be approved by the boardw in the penul 

sum of •ty899 ~LDUQY conditioned that the licensee will 

comply with the rules of the board and reasonable 

requirements mude by the board in connection with the 
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drilling of an individual well." 

Section 6. Section 37-43-307, MCA, is aMended to read: 

"37-43-307. Annual renewal -- fee -- revocation for 

nonrenewal. ClJ The term for licenses issued under this 

chapter is from July 1 of each year through the following 

June 30. ~fter the payment of the initial fee under 

37-43-303, a licensee shall pay, before the first day of 

each license year, a renewal fee ef-5~S ~-U~CLihed_bX-tbe 

b.l!<iC.ll· 

(Z) If a licensee does not apply for renewal of his 

license before the first day of a license year and remit to 

the department the renewal feet he shall have his 1 icense 

SUS1Jenaed by the board. If the license remains suspended for 

a period of more than 30 days after the first day of a 

I icense year, it shall be revoked by the board. Ho~ever. the 

department, prior to this revocation, sha 11 notify the 

licensee of the board's intention to revoke at least 10 days 

prior to the time set for action to be taken by the board on 

the license, by mailing notice to the licensee at the 

addres~ appearing for the licensee in the records and files 

of tha department. A 1 i-cense once revoked may not be 

rei,stated unless it appears that an injustice has occurred 

inuicatinq to t~1e board that th-~ licensee was not guilty of 

negl iqence or lach~s. lf a person whose license has been 

r~vo ... ed through his own fault desires to engage in the 
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business of water well drilling in this state or contracting 

therefor, he must apply under 37-43-303 and 37-43-304. 

Notice of suspension shall be given a 1 icensee when the 

suspension occurs.• 

Section 7. Section 37-43-311, HCAr is amended to read: 

"37-43-311. Suspension and revocation of 1 icense 

grounds -- procedure. (1) A license issued under this 

chapt~r may be suspended or revoked by the board in cases 

other than failure of a licensee to renew the license after 

notice and hearing: 

(aJ in the event the licensee has violated a condition 

of the bond maintained by him as a prerequisite to issuance 

of the license; 

(b) for the practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a 

1icensei 

{c) for gross negligence; 

{d) for incompetence; 

(e) for conviction of a felony; or 

(f) for violating the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) Any person may make complaint against a licensee. 

Complaints shall be in writing, signed by the complainant, 

dna must specify the charges a1ainst the licensee. The board 

on its own motion or on receipt of a compl~int shall hold a 

hearing on churges. 

(3) A person bringing the compl~int has the burden of 
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1 proof and mti~~ m~~~--al--tD~--~l~~~~ti2Q_Qf_tne~2~~g1-~~ 

2 ~BQULLeQ_lQ appear in person. A unanimous vote of the board 

3 is required in order to revoke or suspend a license. If a 

4 suspension is directed by the board~ it may not be for a 

5 period in excess of 1 year.• 

6 ~H-S£tll0Ua Section 8. Reciprocity. If a ~erson 

1 holding a 1 icense entitl iny him to drill water wells in 

8 anothBr st-ate applies fo,.. a Montana water well contractor•s 

9 license, the board may waive the appr~nticeship requirements 

10 and examination requirements if it finds that the standards 

11 and requirements of the state in which the applicant is 

12 licensed are equal to or exceed those of Mnntana. However, 

13 the board may require the applicant to successfully complete 

l4 an examination based on Montana statutes and rules relating 

15 

16 

to the drilling of water wells in this state. 

HfH SECTIQH• Section 9. Codification instruct. ion• 

17 Section 8 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

lS Title 37, chapter 43~ and the provisions of Title 37, 

19 chapter ~l, apply to section a. 

zo ~fW SECTIOa. Section 10. Effective date. This act is 

21 effective June 30, 1983. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 373 

INTRODUCED P.Y MARKS, SWIFT, 

HOLLIOAYt SAUNDERS, DOVER 

BY RE~UEST OF THE BOARD OF WATER WELL CONTRACTORS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED• "AN ACT TO REESTABLISH THE 

30ARD OF WATE~ WELL CONTRACTORS; fB--·~~BW-fHE-BBARB-fB 

E5fAB~rSH-R~tE5-8H-fHE-9rS€tBS~RE-BF-WAfER-WE~t-EBNSfR~EfrBN 

~N9-P*¥MENf-fHEREFBR~ TO DELETE SPECIFIC FEES A~O PROVIDE 

T~AT THE 90ARD ESTABLISH FEES; TO DECREASE THE TIME FOR 

LICFNSE REAPPLICATION AFTER THE FAILU~E TO PASS AN 

tXAMlNATIUN; TO INCREASE THE BONO REQUIREMENT; TO ELIMINATE 

THe ~EQUIREMENT THAT A COMPLAINANT HUST APPEAR PERSONALLY 

oEFuRE THe BOARO; TO ALLOW LICENSURE BASED UPON RECIPRQCITY; 

A~END!NG SECTIO~S Z-8-103t 37-43-303, 37-43-305 THRUUGH 

37-43-307, AND 37-43-31It HCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

OA. r·: •" 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

~~ij-~~~1Q~~ Section 1. Ree;tabli;hment. The board of 

water well contractors i5 reestablished forb years pursuant 

to ~-B-122 9 ~ith its existing statutory authority and -rules. 

Section 2. Section 2-8-103, MCA, is dmended to reaa: 

''2-8-103. Aqencies to terhlinate. (l) The following 

dqencies shall terminate on July 1, 1979: 
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(a) board of abstracters, depart•ent of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1643; 

(bt board of real estate, department of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1642; 

(c) state board of warm air heatin9t ventilation. and 

air conditioninq, department of professional and 

occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1656; 

(d) board of institutions, department of institutionsy 

created by Z-15-2303. 

{2) The following agencies shall terminate on July 1 9 

1981: 

(a) board of athletics, department of professional and 

occupational licensing, createo Oy 2-15-1661; 

(b) board of 

professional and 

massage therapists• department of 

by occupational licensing, created 

2-15-1627; 

{c) board of osteopathic physicians, department of 

j)rofessional 

l-15-1607i 

and occupational licensing. created by 

(d) ooard of podiatry examiners, department of 

professional 

£-1S-1608ta 

and occupational licensin~, created oy 

(3) The following units of state government shall 

terminate on July 1, 19~3: 

(a) board of aeronautics, department of commerce, 
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created by 2-15-1812; 

(b) state board of hail i n.sur ance. department of 

agriculture, created by 2-15-3003; 

(c) board of horseracing, department of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1881; 

(d.t board of 1 i vestockt d·epartment of 1 ivestock, 

cr.eated Uy 2-15-3102; 

(e) board of m-ilk control, department of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1802; 

(f) bQard of oil and gas conservation, department of 

natural resources and conservation, created by 2-15-3303; 

(9) Montana outfitters• council, department of fish, 

wildlife, and parks, cr-eated by 2-15-3403; 

(h) public service commission, department of public 

service regulation 9 created by 69-1-10-2; 

(i) board of water and waste·wate..- operators, 

department of health and environaental science·s . ., created by 

Z-15-2105-t_. 

t::tt--beef'"d--o'f--wo~er--we·t-:t---eeMt"'&e't'o'f"s..--depsr~men~-ef-

eeamere~y-e~a~ed-by-~~•-+&&~• 

(4) The following agencies terminate on July lt l985t 

(a) the board o·f public accountants, department of 

commerce, created 'oy z-·tS-1866; 

('b.i the bodrd ·of architect-s.,. department of com:nerce, 

created b.y 2-15-1871; 
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(C) state banking board, department of comm~rce, 

cr~ated by Z-15-1803; 

(C) the state electrical board, department of 

com~erce, created by 2-15-1674; 

(e) the board of professional engineers and land 

surveyors, department of commerce, created by 2-15-1873; 

(f) office of commissioner of insurance and the 

tnsurance department, state auditor's office, created by 

2-15-1902 and 2-15-1903; 

(y) office of the securities commissioner, state 

auditor•s office, created by 2-15-1901; 

(h) the board of land-scape architects, department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1872; 

(i) the board of county printin~t department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1811; 

(j) the board of plumbers, department of CQmmerce-, 

created oy 2-1~-1875; 

(k) board of physical therapy examiners, depa~tment of 

commerce, created by Z-15-1858. 

(5) The following agencies terminate on July lt 19~7: 

(a) commission for human rights, department of labor 

dnd industry, created by 2-15-1706; 

(b) Montana state board of medical exantiners, 

dep3rtment of commerce. createo by 2-15-lB~l; 

(c) board of dentistry, department of commerce, 
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created bY. 2-15-1842; 

(d) board of pharmacists, depart•ent of commerce• 

created by Z-15-1843; 

(e) board of nursing, department of commerce, created 

by 2-15-1844; 

(f) board of nursing home administrators, department 

of commerce, created by 2-15-1845; 

(~) board of optometrists, department of commerce, 

crP.ated by 2-15-18~6; 

(h) board of chiropractors, department of commerce, 

cr~at~d by Z-15-1847; 

(i) board of radiologic technologists, department of 

com~erce, created by 2-15-l848i 

(j) boar-d of speech pathologists and audiolo:jiSts, 

department of commerce, created by 2-15-18~9; 

(k) board of hearing aid dispensers, department of 

com~erce, cre~ted ~y 2-15-1850; 

(1) bodrd of psychologists, department of commerce., 

cr~ated oy 2-15-1851; 

(m) bo<Jrd of veterinarians, department of commerce, 

created vy 2-15-1852; 

(nl board of morticians., department of commerce., 

created by Z-15-1853; 

(o) ooara of barbers, department. of commerce• created 

by 2-15-1856; 
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(p) board of cosmetologists., depart.ent of com.erce, 

created by Z-15-1857; 

(q) board of sanitarians, department of commerce, 

created oy 2-15-1861; 

(r) board of veteran~• affairs, department of social 

and rehabilitation services, created by 2-1S-Z202. 

.U.L-111L-f2lllllti~genc )' term i n~:I&Lllll-.l.u.l~lll:ll 

lU!a.t:IL!lLltiiltU..KII.ll~!lOtUk:tizL:U.--lki!ai:tJDIIO.t.__QL-l:.!lliJDil~it.t. 

!;.L.litilt&Q_IiJL_~U=lJl.fiZ... • 

Section 3. Section 37-43-303, HCAt is amended to read: 

"37-43-303. Application --fee. (1) A person desiring 

to engag-e in the dri 11 ing, making, Of" construction of one or 

more wells for unde,-ground water in this state shall first 

file an application with the department for a contractor•s 

license, setting out his qualifications., the equipment 

proposed to b@ used in the contracting., and other matte,-s 

requi,-ed by the bodrd on forms adopted h~ the ~oard. 

(2) Th~ department shall char9e a fee &f---•~98 

II.Ulli!;LilasL-!Lx-t.b.e--U!liltJ1 for filing the application of a 

pq,-son. Th~ application shall not be acted on until the fee 

ha~ been paid. Fees collected under this section shdll be 

deposited in the ea,-marked revenue fund for the use of the 

uo~rd, subject to 37-1-101(6)• 

(J) A license to construct water w~lls shall be issued 

to an applicant if, in th~ opinion of the board, the 

-6- HB 373 
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dppl jcant is qualified to co.nd;U~t wat.er well constru~tion 

ope-rations. IR th.e g-ranting of 1 i~Ce.n$.es, the board. shall 

ha.v~ due regara for the interes.t of this state in the 

protection of its underground w~ters." 

Secti.on 4. Section 37--43-305, MCA, is amended to read: 

"37-43-305. EJitaminatio-n and qualifications. (11 Under 

rules ~ert.ajn.ing t9 the business of drilling and contracting 

for drilling of water wells which the board Cldopts, the 

department shall. subJ•ct to 37-1-lOl('t)• inq\.lire by 

~xomi nat ion 

appl _icant'S 

produc_t i oo 

or 

for 

of 

otherwise into the 

1 i cens.eS- t-o dr i 11 

und-erground water-s 

or 

qqalifications of 

make wells for the 

in thi$ state. 

E:xamination_s d'lay be oral. 1111ritten., 

qua-l ifica_tjgns req.uired by the .board are: 

or both. The 

(a) f~-iliar: knowledge of ground\lifater 1-~ws qf this 

state and san-.i tary st~dards for water well dr j 11 i ng and 

const-ruction of water w-ells; 

(-b) knowledge of types of water well construction; 

( c J knowledge of t-ypes o:f drill i "-9 too 1 s m-d. their 

us-es; 

(-<l) knowledge of underground geology in ita relation 

to Me-11 construc_ti on; 

(e). po$Se55ion of iideq1-1ate eqljipll>e<>t· by the appl i<:ant 

to complete s.atisfactory water wells under the standards of 

the ooard; 
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(f) financial responsibility of the applicant; 

(g) successful completion of an examin~tion given by 

th~ departmenti and 

(h) t.he applicant must have completed a minimum of 

year apprenticeship under the direct supervision of a 

licensed w4ter well cont~acto~. 

(2) The department shall give examinations ~t times 

and places the board deter1r1ines. Failure of an applicant to 

successfully complete the examination disqualifies him from 

makinq further application for a pe~iod of 6 l months. Th@ 

bodrO shall act within a reasonable time on applications for 

1 icenses. An a-pplication shall be accompanied by the initial 

fee,_ anu fdilure to s-u'ce5sfu11y meet the requirements of 

the board does not entitle the applicant to a ~efund of the 

fee." 

Secthm. 5. Section 37-lt-3-306,. MCA., is a-.-ended to read.: 

"37-43-306. Bond to be required. The department, on 

i ssu a-nee of .a 1 i c.ense uoder this. chapter, sha-1 J: require • 

before the persan commences operations in this state., a good 

and sufficient surety bond or in lieu thereof its equivalent 

in a certifi-cate of deposi-t, cashi-er•s check., bank draft .. or 

certified check, to be approved by the board., in tbe pendl 

sum of t-t-y888 H.s.llaQ., conditioned that the 1 icensee- wi.ll 

comply with the rules of the board and reasonable 

requirements made by the board in connection with the 
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drilling of an individual well." 

Section 6. Section 37-43-307, MCA• Is dNended to read: 

"37-43-307. Annual renewal -- fee -- revocation for 

nonrenewal. (l) The term for licenses issued under this 

chapter is from July 1 of each year through the following 

Juna 3D. After the payment of the initial fee under 

37-4_3-30J., a licensee shall pay, before the first day of 

~ach license year .. a renewal fee ef-.~S as~~CLLbed-b~ 

il!liir:ll• 

(2) If a licensee does not apply for renewal of his 

license before the first day of a license year and remit to 

the department the renewal fee, he shall have his license 

su~:Jenaea by the board. If the 1 icense ra111ains suspended for 

a period of more than 30 days after the first day of a 

I icense yeQr• it shall be revoked by the board. However. the 

department 9 prior to this revocation• shall notify the 

licensee of the board•s inten~ion to revoke at least 10 days 

prior t.o the time set for action to be taken by ·the board on 

the license. by mailing notice to the licensee at the 

address appearing for the licensee in the records and files 

of tha department. A license once revoked may not be 

rei,stated unless it appears that an injustice has occurred 

inOicatinq to the board that the licensee was not guilty of 

negliqence or Jach~s. lf a per~on whose license has been 

revo"ed through his own fault desires to engage in the 
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business of water well drilling in this state or contracting 

therefor. he must apply under 37-43-303 and 37-43-304. 

Notice of suspension shall be given a licensee when the 

suspension occurs.• 

Section 1. Section 37-43-311, HCA• is amended to read: 

•37-43-311. Suspension and revocation of 1 icense 

grounds -- procedure. (1) A license issued under this 

chapter mav be suspended or revoked by the board in cases 

other than failure of a licensee to renew the license after 

notice and hearing: 

(a) in the event the licensee has violated a condition 

of the bond maintained by him as a prerequisite to issuance 

of the 1 icense; 

(b) for the practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a 

1 icense; 

(ct for gross_negligence; 

{d) for incompetence; 

(e) for conviction of a felonyi or 

(f) for .,,iolating the requirements of this chapter. 

(2) Any person may make complaint against a licensee. 

Complaints shall be in writing. signed by the complainant, 

ana mu5t specify the charges against the licensee. The board 

on it~ own motion or on receipt of a compl~int shall hold a 

hearin~ on charqes. 

C31 A person bringing the complaint has the burden of 
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proof and -""' !IISIJt_. __ .U._Uiil~K.t!lti.tlll_u.L.tmL . .bll.il!.lh-illl 

Z LeguiLe~-tQ appear in person. A unanimous vote of the board 

3 is required in order to revoke or suspend a license. If a 

~ suspension is directed by the bOdrd. it may not be for a 

5 period in excess of 1 year.• 

6 

T 

~ij_~tLIQHa ~ection s. Reciprocity. If 

holding a license entitliny him to drill water 

a j.)er-son 

wells ;n 

8 anothlil!'r sta~e dpplles for a Montana water well contractor·•s 

9 t icense. the board may wa~ve th-e appren.-t.i·ceship requirements 

10 and exa-mination requi-rements lf it fin-dS- that. the standards 

11 ond requi ret~ents of t:he :!~.ta-te in which the applicant is 

12 1 ic.ensed are equ-al to er ex-ceed those of Montana. However. 

13 the Dodrd may require the at:Jpl icant. to su-ccessfully complete 

14 an examination based on MGrttan·a statutes. and rules l"'el atinq 

15 to the drillin.g, of wa-ter we·lls- t·n 1z.his sta·t-@o. 

16 ti,tW S.E:.CilPN.a Section 9. Cod-ification ins.t,.-uction. 

17 Section 8 is intended to b-e co.di-fied as aR- i-ntegral pa.-r.t of 

19 Title 379· chapter 4-3,. an<r 'the- pro.v.isions o-f Title 37, 

19 ch.apt.eF 't-3-., .appl-y t·o section &. 

20 NEW: Slitil<JJJSa Secti.on to·. Effec'ti-ve date. This act is 

Zl effe-ct-i-ve June 309 l98-3r. 

-End-
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March 17, 1983 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AMENDMENT 

That House Bill No. 373
1
have Statement of Intent added: 

A statement of intent is required for House Bill No. 373 
because section 4 grants rulemaking or licensing authority to 
the Board of water Well Contractors. 

The purpose of the Board is to assure that only quality 
contractors are licensed. The bill provides for bonding at 
$4,000 to enforce the compliance with the rules adopted by the 
Board. 



~eth Leqislature 

1 

2 

·; 

STATEMENT DF INTENT 

HOUSE RILL 313 

HB 373 

4 \ stateMent of intent Is required for House Bill No. 

5 3ll because section ~ gran~s rule•aking or 1icensing 

6 auth~l~y to the Board of Water well Contractors. 

1 The p~rpose of the ~oard is to assure that only quality 

8 co11t.ractors are 1 icensed. The bill provides for bonding at 

~ $4,001 to enforce 'the co•pl lance with the rules adopted by 

10 the Soijrd. 

R E F E M E ~ C E B I L L 
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HOUSE BILL NO• 373 

INTRODUCED BY MARKS, SWIFT, 

HOLLIDAY, SAUNDE~St DOVE~ 

~y REUUEST OF THE BOARD OF WATER WELL CONTRACTORS 

A &ILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: •AN ACT TO REESTABLISH THE 

BOARD OF WATER WELL CONTRACTORS; fB--A~~9W-fHf-89AR8-f8 

ESfA&.tSH-R~~ES-9N-fHE-9~~85Y~-BF-WAfER-WE~~-E9NSfRWEf~&N 

AH9-PA¥MENf-fHEREFBR~ TO DELETE SPECIFIC FEES AND PROVIDE 

THAT THE BOARD ESTABLISH FEES; TO DECREASE THE TIME FOR 

LICENSE REAPPLICATION AFTER THE FAILURE TO PASS AN 

EXAMINATION; TO INCREASE THE BOND REQUIREMENT; TO ELIMINATE 

THE Rf~UIREMENT THAT A COMPLAINANT MUST APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE 30ARO; TO ALLOW LICENSURE BASED UpON RECIPROCITY; 

AI'ENOI~G SECTIONS Z-8-103, 37-43-303t 37-43-305 THROUGH 

37-43-J07, AND 37-43-311, MCA; AI~D PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DAfE ... 

BE· IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

~~~-l~kllUHa Section l• Reestablishaent. The boa~d of 

water well contractors is reestablished for 6 years pursuant 

to 2-S-122 9 with Its existing statutory authority and rules. 

5~ction z. Sectiqn 2-8-103• ~CAt is amended to r~ad: 

.. 2-8-103. Agencies to t.erminate• (1) The following 

a~enci2s shall te~minate on July l• 1q7q: 

1 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0373/02 

(a) board of abstracters, department of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1643; 

(b) board of real estate, depart.ent of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1642; 

(c) state board of warM air heating, •entilatlont and 

air conditioninq, depart•ent of pr.ofessional and 

occupational licen~lng, created by Z-15-1656; 

(d) board of Institutions, departaent of institutions. 

created by 2-15-2303. 

(Z) The following agencies shall ter•lnate on July lt 

1981: 

(a) board of athletlcst department of professional and 

occupational licensing, created by 2-lS-1661; 

(b) board of massage therapists, department of 

by profess i ona.l 

Z-15-1627; 

and occupational licensing,. created 

(c) board of osteopathic physicians,. depart.ent of 

professional 

2-15-1607; 

and occupational licensing• created by 

(d) board of podiatry eJ~:aminers, departMent of 

professional 

Z-15-161l61'a 

and occupational licensing. created by 

(3) The following units of state govern~ent shall 

ter•inate on July 1, 1983: 

(a) board of aeronautics, depart•ent of commerce, 

-z- HB 373 
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creat~d by 2-15-1812; 

(b) state board of ha i 1 insurance t departaent of 

aorfculture. created by 2-1S-3003i 

(cJ board of horseracing, department of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1881; 

{d) board of livestock, department of I i vestock-. 

created by 2-15-3102; 

f_e) board o.f •J 1 k control• deoart~~ent of c~merce. 

created by 2-15-1802; 

(f) board of oil and gas conservation• depart.ant of 

natural resources and conservation, created Dy z-1~-~303; 

(g) Montana out:fi tters• council. depart•ent of -fish• 

wildlife. and parks, creatsd by 2-15-3't03; 

(h) public service co .. lssiont department of public 

service requlat-i_ont created by 69-1-102; 

(i) board of water and wastewater operators. 

depart•ent of health and envtron.ental sciences, created by 

2-15-2l05'fa 

tjt-~eepd--of--~~--we•+--ee~~ree~~~?-dep~ .. ~~-&f 

eeeaereey-e~eeted-~y-~5-~86~• 

('t) The follow<ng agencies terainate on July 1. 19&5: 

(a) the board of publl.c accountants. departaent .of 

oo-.erce~ created by Z-15-1866i 

(it,J; the bo"w>d of af'chi;1;l!>Cts .• departllel)t of co-rc•u 

creat~ I?Y 2-15-1,1171< 
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(c) state banking board• department of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1803; 

I d I the state electrical board. department of 

co•tnerce, created by 2-15-187~; 

(e) the board o~ professional enqineers and 1and 

surveyors. department of co•merce, creat~d by 2-15-l813i 

(f) office of co.mlssioner of insurance and the 

insurance departMent, state auditor's office, created by 

2-15-1902 and 2-15-1903; 

(g·) office of the securities co..,~issionert state 

auoitor•s offfce, created by 2-15~1901i 

(h) the board of landscape architects, departaent of 

COIIIaterce-• created by 2-15-1872i 

(i) the board of county printinq, departeent of 

co.-ere@, created by 2-15-1811; 

(j) the board of plu.Oers 9 department of co .. erce, 

created by 2-15-1875; 

(k) board of physical therapy examinerst departaent of 

coamercet created by 2~15-1858. 

(5) The following agen~ies ter•lnate on July l• 1987: 

(a) comaisslon for h-an riqhts, departaent of labor 

and .lndu,.try. created by z-t,5-l706; 

(.b) Mon'tana state IJH1"d of •eai cal examiners • 

dlllpart .. nt of co•PHtr·ce, created by 2-lS-1841; 

fc) board of dentistry• depart~ent of coM~erce, 

_,_ 
H8 373 
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cr~at?a by 2-1S-184Z; 

(d) board of pharMacists. departMent of coMmerce. 

cre~teti by Z-15-1843; 

(e) ooard of nursing, depart•ent of co~mercew created 

by 2-15-1844; 

(f) board of nursing hoMe ad•inistratorsw department 

of co~merce, crPated by Z-15-18~5; 

(g) board of opto•etrlstst depart•ent of co•~erce• 

creat~d by Z-15-18~6; 

fh) board of chiropractors, depart•ent of co•merce, 

created by Z-15-le~7; 

(i) board of radlolo9lc technologists, depart•ent of 

co~erc~, created oy 2-15-1848; 

(jJ board of speech patholoqists and audiologists, 

departMent of commerce, created by 2-15-le49i 

(K) board of hearing aid dispensers, depart•ent of 

co.nmer ce, created by 2-15-1850; 

(1) boaru of osycholoqists. department of co~me~ce. 

creat~d oy 2-15-1851; 

(~) board of veterinarians. department of com~erce. 

creatP.d by 2-15-1852; 

tnJ board of ~orticians, departaent of c.ommerce, 

createo by Z-15-1853; 

(o) board of bArbers, department of cuMmercet created 

by 2-1~-!656; 
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(p) board of cosmetologists. department of commerce 9 

created by 2-15-1R57; 

(q) board of sanitarians. depart.ent of coq~erce, 

created by 2-15-1861; 

(r) board of veterans• affairs, depart•ent of social 

and rehabilitation services, created by Z-15-2202. 

ikl--lb~_fQlla»log __ ageQ~¥-t~CBiDAta&-QD_JYi¥-ls-~~ 

~ca_gf_Mat~--~l--~ODtC~tQ~1-_d~QAL~_g~~ 

~C~Att4-D¥-Z:12:lakZ£• 

Section 3. Section 37-43-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•37-43-303. Application --fee. (l) A person desiring 

to engage In the drilling, making, or construction of one or 

more wells for underground water in this state shall first 

file an application with the depart•ent for a contractor•s 

license, setting out his qualifications, the equipment 

proposed to be used In the contracting, and other Matters 

required by the board on forms adopted by the board. 

(2) The department shall charge a fee o~---~~&6 

g~aa~tib~Q __ Qt __ tb~--boa~a for filing the application of a 

person. The application shall not be acted on until the fee 

has been paid. Fees collected under this section shall be 

depositej in th~ ~armarked revenue fund for the use of the 

board, subject to 37-1-lOl(b). 

(3) A license to construct water wells snall be issued 

to 3n aoolicant if~ in the opinion of the boardt the 

-6- HB 373 
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applic~nt is qualified to conduct Mater well construction 

operations. In the granting of licenses~ the board shall 

have due ~egard for the interest of this state in the 

protec~ion of its underground waters.• 

Section 4• Section 17-•3-305, MCA11 Is a•ended to read: 

•31-43-305. Exa•ination and qualifications. (1) Under 

rules pertaining to the business of drilling and contracting 

for drilling of water wells which the board adopts• the 

depart 11ent shall. subject to 37-1-101(41• Inquire by 

examination or otherwise into the qualifications of 

applicants for licenses to drill or make wells for the 

product ion of underground waters In this state. 

Exa•inat.ions •ay be oral, wr i ttent or both. The 

qualifiea~ions required by the board are: 

(a) ~amlliar knowledge of groundwater laws o~ this 

state and sanitary standards for water well drilling and 

construction of water wells; 

(b) knowledge of types of water well construction; 

(c) knowledge of types of drilling tools and their 

uses; 

(d) knowledge o~ und•rground qeology in its relation 

to well construction; 

(e) possession of adequate equip.ent by the applicant 

to "CQ4tP1ete sat.i.,~factory water wells under the standards otr 

the board; 

-1- HB 313 
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-(f) financial responslbi 1 ity of the applicant; 

{~} successful completion of an exaainatlon gi~en by 

the department; and 

(hJ the applicant •ust have completed a •inl.um of 1 

year apprenticeship under the direct supervision of a 

licensed water well con~ractor. 

(Z) The departeent shall give exa•inations at tiMes 

and places the board determines. Failure of an applicant to 

successfully co•plete the exaMination disqualifies him fro• 

making further application for a period of 6 l aonths. The 

board shall act within a reasonable_ ti .. on applications for 

lic~nses. An application shall be acco•panlea by the initial 

fee. and failure to successfully meet the require.ents of 

the b·Jard ooes not entitle the applicant to a refund of the 

fee.• 

Section s. Section 37-~3-306• MCA• is amended to read: 

•37-~3-306. Bond to be required. The depart.ent. on 

issuance of a license under this chapter.. sha11 require. 

before the person co .. ences operations in this state. a goo~ 

and s".Jfficient surety bond or in lieu thereof its equivalent 

in a certificate of deposit., cashier•s check• bank draft• or 

certified ch.eck., to be approved by the board, In the oenal 

sum of •~•888 I~£QQQ• conditioned that the licensee will 

co•ply with the rules of the board and reasonable 

requireMents ~ade by the board in connection with the 

-8- HB 313 
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drilling of an individual well.• 

Section 6. Section 37-43-301, ~CA9 is amended to read: 

•31-~3-307. Annual renewal fee -- revocation for 

nonre,awal. (1) The term tor licenses issued under this 

chapt~r i~ fro• July 1 of each year through the followinq 

Jun~ 30. ~fter the pay.ent of the Initial fee under 

37-43-303• a licensee shall pay, before the first day of 

each I icense year. a renewal fee ef-•?5 4S-Q~kL!b£d-b¥-lbe 

ll.!lii(;!l• 

( 2) If a 1 i censee does not apply for renewal of his 

license before the first day of a license year and resit to 

the deoartaent ~he renewal feer he snall have his license 

suspen~ed by the boArd• If the license rem~ins suspended for 

a p~riod of ~ore than 30 days after the first day of a 

license year, it shall be revoked by the board. However. the 

d~part•ent. prior to this revocation. shall notify the 

licensee of the ooard•s intention to revoke at least 10 days 

prior to the ti•e set for action to be taken by the board on 

the I icens~. by mailing notice to the licensee at the 

addres~ appParing for the licensee in the records and files 

of th~ department. A license once revoked may not be 

r~inst~ted unless it appears that an Injustice has occurred 

iPOicating to the board that the licensee was not guilty of 

neqliqence or laches. If a person whose license haS been 

r~voked through his own fault desires to engage in the 

-9- HB 313 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

lZ 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Z2 

ZJ 

24 

25 

HB 0113/02 

business of water well drilling In this state or contracting 

therefort he Must apply under 37-43-303 and 37-43-304. 

Notice of suspension shall be given a licensee when the 

suspension occurs.• 

s~ction 7. Section 37-~3-lllt MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•37-43-311. Suspension and revoca~ton of license 

groun:ls procedure. (l) A license issued under this 

chapter •ay be suspended or revoked by the board in cases 

other than failure of a licensee to renew ~he license after 

notic~ and hearinq: 

(a) in the event the 1 icensee has violated a Condition 

of the bond maintained by hia as a prerequisite to issuance 

of th~ license; 

(0) for the practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a 

license; 

(c) for qross negligence; 

(d) for incompetence; 

(et for conviction of a felony; or 

(f) for violating the require•ents of this chapter. 

(2) Any person May make complaint against a licensee. 

Co~plaints shall be in ~riting. signed by the complainant, 

and must specify the charges against the licensee. The board 

on its own aotlon or on receipt of a complaint shall hold a 

h€aring on charges. 

(3) A person brinqing the complaint has the burden of 

-10- HB 313 
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1 proof and -.~~ •A¥£--a1--tbB--~~cetian_gf_tbe bgacda-b& 

2 £eQUicad-~g appear in p~rson. A unanimous vote of the board 

3 is required in order to revoke or suspend a license. If a 

~ suspension is dlrec~ed ·by the board• it •ay not be for a 

5 period fn excess of 1 year.• 

6 ~~k-SttLIC~a Section 8· Reciprocity. If a person 

7 holding a license entitling him to drill water wells in 

8 another state applies for a Montana water ~ell contractor's 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Vt 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

license, the board •ay waive the apprenticeship requireeents 

and eKamination require•ents if it finds that the standards 

and requlre.ents of the state in which the applicant Is 

licensed are equal to or exceed those of Nontana. However, 

the board •ay require the applicant to successfully complete 

an eKa•ination basad on Nontana statutes and rules relating 

to th~ drill in~ of water wells In this state. 

~tW_S~CMa Section 9o Codification instruction. 

Section 8 Is Intended to be codified as an Integral part of 

Title 37• chapter ~3• and the provisions of Title 37w 

chapt~r •3• apply to section e. 

M~M-S££Il06a Section 10. Effective date. This act is 

Zl effective June 30w 1983. 

-End-
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ST"T( PUBL.t5HING CO 1-!E:L.ENA_ MONTANA 

April 11 83 
···································································· 19 ············ 

FREE JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE BILL NO. 373 

(Report No. 1, April 11, 1983) 

MR. PRESIDENT AND SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE: 

We, your Free Joint Conference Committee on House Bill 
No. 373, met April 11, 1983, and considered: 

Senate Committee of the Whole Amendment to the third 
reading copy, dated March 17, 1983; and recommend as follows: 

That the House accede to the Committee of the Whole 
Amendment dated March 17, 1983; 

That House Bill No. 373 be further amended as indicated 
in CLERICAL INSTRUCTION number 1 & 2; 

That the reference copy of House Bill No. 373 read as 
specified in the CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS; 

And, that the Free Conference Committee Report to House 
Bill No. 373 be adopted. 

CLERICAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Title, line 16. 
Following: "AN" 
Insert: "IMMEDIATE" 

2. Page 11, line 21. 
Strike: "June 30, 1983" 
Insert: "upon passage and approval" 

FOR THE HOUSE: FOR THE SENATE : 

~ 



~8th Legislature HB 373 

1 STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE ~ILL 313 

3 

4 A. statement of intent is required for House Bi 11 No. 

5 313 b~cause ~ectlon ~ grants rulema~ing or licensing 

6 authori~y to the Board of water Well Contractors. 

? The purpose of t.he Board Is to assure tnat only quality 

8 contractors are licensed. The bill provides for bonding at 

9 $4 9 00~ to enforce the co•P1iance "ith the ru1es adopted by 

10 tr.e Board. 

REFERENCE BILL: Includes Free Joint 
Conference Committee Report 
Dated '1-11- YJ 

;-/8 37 3 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 373 

INTRODUCED BY HA~KS, SWIFT, 

HOLLIDAYt SAUNDERS, DOVER 

8Y REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF WATER WELL CONTRACTORS 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REESTABLISH THE 

BOARD OF WATER NELL CONTRACTORS; Y&--A~k8N-YHE-89AR8-TB 

E~AB~f~H-RYkES-9N-YHE-9~E~8SYAE-8F-HATER-WEkt-E~RYE~eN 

AN9-I'A¥MENT--YHEREF8R-t TO DELETE SPECIFIC FEES AND PROVIDE 

THAT THE BOARD ESTABLISH FEES; TO DECREASE THE TIME FOR 

LICENSE REAPPLICATION AFTER THE FAILURE TO PASS AN 

EXAMINATION; TO INCREASE THE BONO REQUIREMENT; TO ELIMINATE 

THE REQUIREMENT THAT A COMPLAINANT MUST APPEAR PERSONALLY 

BEFORE THE BOARD; TO ALLOW LICENSURE BASED UPON RECIPROCITY; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 2-8-103t 37-43-303, 37-43-305 THROUGH 

37-43-307, AND 37-43-311• MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 

~ffECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTA~A: 

ME~~tiiOH~ Section 1. Rees~ablishment. The board of 

water well <ontractors is reestablished for 6 years pursu~nt 

to 2-8-lZl• with its existing statutory authority and rules. 

Section 2. Sec~ion Z-8-103• MCA. is amended to read: 

•z-B-103. Agencies to terminate. (1) The following 

agencies shall ter•inate on July 1, 1919: 
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(a) board of abstracters. departMent of professional 

and occupational licensing, created by 2-15-1643; 

(b) board of real estate, department of professional 

and occupational licensing. created by Z-ls-1642; 

(c) stata boa~d of wara air heating, ventilation, and 

air conditioning, department of profes-sional and 

occupational licensing, created by Z-15-1656; 

(d) board of institutions, department of institutions. 

created by Z-15-Z303. 

(2) The following agencies shall ter•inate on July l• 

1981: 

(a) board of athletics, department of professional and 

occupational licensing~ created by Z-15-l661i 

(b) board of massage therapists, departaent of 

by professional 

2-l'5-162Ti 

and 

1 c:) board of 

professional and 

Z-15-1607; 

ldl board of 

1-1rofessional 

Z-15-1608't.a 

and 

occupational I icensinge created 

osteopathic physicians~ department 

occupational licensing, created 

podiatry examiners, depart~tent 

of 

by 

of 

occupational 1 icensinge created by 

(3) The following units of state gov~rnment shall 

te~min~te on July lt 1983: 

(a) board of aeronautics, depdrtMent of co~nercee 
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created by 2-15-1812; 

(b) state board of hall insurance, depart11ent: of 

agriculture, created by 2-15-3003; 

(C) board of horseracing, depart•ent of 

created by 2-15-1881; 

(d) board of livestock, department of 

created by 2-15-3102; 

coSIIIJierce., 

I ivestockt 

(e) board of •ilk control, departaent of co~erce, 

created by 2-15-1802; 

(f) board of oil and gas conservation, department of 

natural resources and conservation, created by 2-15-33J3; 

(g) Montana outfitters• council• department of fish, 

wildlife, and parks, created by 2-15-3~03; 

(h) public service co••ission, depart.ent of public 

service regulation, created by 69-l-102; 

(i) board of water and wastewater operators, 

depart•ent of health and envtronaental sciences, created by 

2-15-2105.£ 

tjt--hosr~--of--M~~--we+~--eoft~aet~~•-depertMen~-o~ 

eeMMe~eey-eree~d-by-~-4s-+&a~. 

(4) The following agencies terminate on July 1, 1985: 

(a) the board of public accountants, departMent of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1866; 

(b) the board of architects. department of co~mercet 

created by 2-15-1871; 
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(c) state banking board, departeent of commerce, 

created by 2-15-1803; 

(d) the state elec.tric.al board, departa.ent 

commerce, cr~ated by 2-15-1874; 

(e) Lhe board of professional engineers and 

surveyors. department of co-.ercet created by 2-lS-l873i 

(f) office of commissioner of insurance and 

of 

land 

the 

ins,_uance depart~~tentt state auditor•s office, cr-eateo by 

~-15-1902 and Z-15-1903; 

(g) office of the securities commissioner, 5tate 

auditor•s office, created by Z-15-1901; 

(h) the board of landscape architects. department of 

commerce, created by 2-15-1872; 

(i} the board o~ county printing. department of 

co.merce, created by 2-15-1811; 

(j) the board of plu.Oers, depart•ent of co-.erce, 

created by 2-15-187S; 

(kJ board of physical therapy examiner~, depdrtment of 

com~ercew created by 2-15-1858. 

(5) The following agencies terminate on July 1, 1987: 

(a) commission for hu•an rights, department of labor 

and industry, created by 2-1~1706; 

(b) Montana state board of •edical examiners, 

department of co.merce, created by 2-1~-1841; 

(c) board of dentistry. department of com.erce, 
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created by 2-15-1842; 

(d) board of pharMacists. department of com~erce, 

created uy Z-15-1843; 

Ce) boJrd of nursing, department of coa~ercew created 

by Z-15-181tlt; 

(f) board of nursing hoae administrators, department 

of commerce, created by Z-15-18~5; 

(q) board of optoeetrists, depart.ent of co-.ercew 

created by Z-15-1846; 

(h) board of chiropractors, department of co .. ercew 

created by 2-15-1847; 

(i) board of radiologic technologists, department of 

comaerce, created b1 2-15-1848; 

(j) board of speech pathologists and audiologists. 

department of coamerce, created by 2-15-1849; 

(k) board of hearing aid dispensers, departeent of 

com~erce, created by 2-15-1850; 

(lt board of psychologists, depart•ent of co.-e~ce9 

created by 2-15-1851; 

(m) board of veterinarians, depart•ent of co~nercet 

created by 2-15-1852; 

(n) board of Morticians, departaent of co~m~erce9 

created by 2-15-1653; 

(o) ooard of barbers, depart.ent of com~erce, created 

by 2-15-1856; 
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(p) board of cosmetologists, department of coMmerce, 

created by 2-15-1857; 

(q) board of sanitarians, department of co.merce, 

created by 2-15-1861; 

(r) board of veterans• affairs, departaent of 5ocial 

and rehabil i·tati on services, created by 2-15-2202. 

(6t The _following agency teraipates on July lw 1989: 

Q~Ld-Qf-¥~t£_Kgll__L~ctors. depart•ent of co .. erce. 

.l:llllbl!UU...Z=.U=ll!~ • 

Section 3. Section 37-~3-303, MCA, is amended to read: 

•37~~3-303. Application -- fee. (l) A person desiring 

to engage in the drilling. aaking. or construction of one or 

more wells for underground water in this state shall f"irst 

file a~ application with the department for a contractor•s 

license 9 setting out his qualifications. the equip~nt 

proposed to be used In the contracting, and other matters 

r~quired by the board on forms adopted by the board. 

(2) Tha department shall charge a fee e+---•~99 

P£~.1:Li~g~ __ th& __ ~Ld for filing the application of a 

person. The application shall not be acted on untiJ the fee 

has be~n paid. Fees collected under this section shall be 

d~posited in the P.ar•arked revenue fun~ for the use of the 

board. subject to 37-1-lOlfb)• 

(3) A license to construct water wells shall be issued 

to an applicant if• in the opinion of the board, the 
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applicant is qualified to conduct water well construction 

operations. In ~he granting of licenses, the board shall 

have due regard for the inte~est of this state in the 

protect;on of its underground ~aters.• 

Section 4. Section 37-43-305, HCA 1 is amended to r~ad: 

•37-~3-305. Examination and qualifications. (1) Under 

rules pertaining to th~ business of drilling and contracting 

for drilling of water wells which the board adopts. the 

depart.raent shall, subject to 37-1-101 ( 4), i nqulre by 

examination or otherwise into the 

applicants 

production 

for 

of 

1 icenses to 

undergrouna 

drill or 

waters 

qualifications of 

make wells for the 

in this state. 

Examinations •ay be oral, written, or both. The 

qualifications required by the board are: 

(a) faaillar knowledge of groundwater laws of this 

state and sani~ary standards for water well drilling and 

construction of water wells; 

(b) knowledge of types of wat~r well construction; 

(c) knowledge of types of drilling tools and their 

uses; 

(d) knowleOge of underground geology in Its relation 

to well construction; 

(e) possession of adequate equipment by the applicant 

to complete satisfactory water wells under the standards of 

the board; 
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(f) financial responsibility of the applicant; 

(g) successful completion of an examination given by 

the department; and 

(h) the applicant must have completed a minimua of 

year apprenticeship under the direct supervision of a 

lic~nsed water well contractor. 

{2) The department shall give exa~indtions at tim~s 

and places the board de~ermines. Failure of an applicant to 

successfully complete the eKa•ination disqualifies hi• from 

making further application for a period of 6 l •onths. The 

board shall act within a reasonable time on applications for 

licenses. An application shall be acco•panied by the initial 

fee, and failure to successfully aeet the requirements of 

the board does not entitle the applicant to a refund of the 

tea.• 

Section 5. Section 37-~3-306, MCA. is amended to read: 

•]7-43-306. Bond to be required. The depart.ent, on 

issuance of a license under this chapter, shall require, 

b@for~ the person coMMences operations in this state, a good 

and sufficient surety bond or in lieu thereof its equivalent 

in a certificate of deposit, cashier•s check, bank draft, or 

certified check, to be approved by the board. in the penal 

~u• of -~TQ~ Ji£222• conditioned that the licensee will 

comply with the rules of the board and reasonable 

require~ents made by the board in connection with the 
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drilling of an individual well.• 

Section 6. Section 37-43-307, MCAt is amended to read: 

"37-43-307. Annual renewal fee-- revocation for 

nonrenewal. (1) The term for licenses issued under this 

chapter is 

June 30. 

37-43-303, 

from July I of each year through the following 

After the payMent of the initial fee under 

a 1 icensee shall pay, before the first day of 

each 1icen~e yea~, a renewal fee of-•~ as prescribed b~ 

lul.lLII• 

(Z) If a licensee does not apply for renewal of his 

license before the first day of a license year and re•it to 

the depart~nt the rene~al fee, he shall have his license 

susoended by the board. If the license re•ains suspended for 

a period of more than 30 days after the first day of a 

license year9 it shall be revoked by the board. However, the 

dE!t>~rtment. prior to this revocation9 shall notify the 

1 icensce of the board•s intenti·on to revoke at least. to days 

~rior to the tim~ set for action to be taken by the bodrd on 

the ticense, by mailing notice to the licensee at the 

adQress appearing for the licensee in the records and files 

of the departMent. A license once revoked mdy not be 

reinstated unless it appears that an injustice has occurred 

indicating to the board that the licensee was not guilty of 

ne1ligence or laches. If a person whose license has been 

revoked through his own fau1t desires to engage In the 
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business of water well drilling in this state or contracting 

therefor, he must apply under 37-43-303 and 37-43-30~. 

Notice of suspension shall be given a 1 icensee when· the 

suspension occu~5." 

Section T. Section 3T-~3-3llt MCAt is amended to ~ead~ 

•37-43-311. Suspension and ~evocation of license 

grounds procedure. (1) A license issued under this 

chapter aay be su~pended or revoked by the board in cases 

other than failure of a licensee to renew the license after 

notice and hearing: 

(a) in the event the licensee has violated a condition 

of the bond maintained by him as a prerequisi~e to issuance 

of the 1 icense; 

(b) for the practice of fraud or deceit in obtaining a 

license; 

(c) for gross negligence; 

(d) for incompetence; 

(e) for conviction of a felony; or 

(f) for violating the requireiM!nts of ·this chapter. 

(2) Any per~on may make complaint ayainst a licensee. 

Complaints shall be in writing, si9ned by the co•plainant, 

and must specify the charges against the licensee. The board 

on its own action or on receipt of a complaint ~hall hold a 

he~~ing on ch~~qes. 

13) A person bringing the co•plaint has the burden of 
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proof and ..,.<Ho m~_ll_.t.Ju:_liJ.llLIItiJHl_gLU)!L.llS>HlU_ll..f: 

2 ~i..r..ed-..t9: appear in person. A unanimous vote of the boar_d 

3 is required in order to revoke or 5uspend a licen~~. If a 

4 suspension is directed by the board~ it ~y not be tor a 

5 period in exce~s of 1 year.• 

6 «£W_SfCil~a Section 8. Reciprocity. If a person 

7 holding a lice·nse entitling him to drill wdter wells in 

8 dnother state applies for a Montana water well contractor•s 

9 license. the board may waive the apprenticeship requirements 

10 and examination requirements if it finds that the standards 

11 and requirements of the state in which the applicant is 

12 licensed are equal to or exceed those of Montana. However, 

13 the board may require the applicant to successfully complete 

14 an examination based on ~ontana statutes and rules relating 

15 ·to the drilling of water wells tn this state. 

16 ~W-~~IlOU£ Section 9. Codification instruction. 

17 Section 8 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

18 r;tle 31• chapter 43, and the provisions of Title 37, 

19 chaot~r 43 9 apply to section e. 

20 MfM_Sf~ll~A Section 10~ Effective date. This act is 

21 effective d~Ae-~&r-~98~ 0~-e~-A~U-~~. 

-End-
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