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BILL NO» .3.6_9
INTRODUCED BY do—

BY REQUEST OF THE TASK fORCE ON CORRE(CTIONS

A BILL FGR AN ACT ENTITLEDz *AN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE 70O
STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION

46=18-102y MCA."

HWHEREASy a defendant and the general public are
entitlad to know precisely why a judge has igposed a
particular sentence; and

WHEREASs a statement of reasons for imposing a sentence
provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings
pefore the Montana Supreme Court and the S5entence Review
Division; and

WHEREASs the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that
Failure of the trial judge to specify his reasons for a

sentence is an abuse of judiciat discretion.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1« Section 46-18-102s HCAs is amended to read:
"46-18-102, Rendering Jjudgment and pronouncing

sentences (1) The judgmrent shall be rendered iD open courte
{2) If the verdict or finding is not quiltys judgment

shall be rendered immediately and the defendant shall be

W

LC 0084701

dischargéd from custody or from the obligation of his bail
bonda

(3} {8) If the verdict or finding is gquiltys seatence
shall be pronounced and judgment rendered within a

reasonable time.

INTRODUCED BILL

-2- _ﬁV{wi; -';- ./
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Approved by committee
on Judiciary

HGUSE BILL ND. 369
INTRODUCED BY SANDS

8Y REQUEST OF THE TASK FORLCE ON CORRECTIONS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEC: *aN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE TO
STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION

45~18-102y MCAL™

WHEREASy a defendant and the general public are
entitled to know precisely why a judge has Iimposed a
particular sentence; and

WHEREASy a statement of reasons for imposing a sentence
provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings
before the Montana Supreme Court and the Sentence Review
Division; and

WHEREAS, the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that
failure of the trial judge to specify his reasons for a

sentence is an abuse of judicial discretione

BE [T EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 46-18-102y MCA: is amended to read:
“46~15-102. Rendering judgment and pronouncing

sentences (1) The judgment shall be rendered in copen courte
{2) If the werdict or finding is not Juilty, judgment

shall be rendered immediately and the defendant shall be

HB 0369702

discharged from custody or from the obligation of his bail
bond.

{(3) (a) If the verdict or finding is guiitys sentence
shall be prenounced and judgment rendered within a
reasonable time.

£{b)_ _when the senctence is pronounceds_the judge shall
clearly and-explicitly state in-detei} for the _record  his
reasons for imposing.ibe senience."

~End-

-2=- HB 369

SECOND READING



48th Legislature

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

L8

19

20

21

22

23

25

HR 0369702

HOUSE BILL ND. 369
INTRODUCED BY SANDS

BY REQUESY OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACY REQUIRING A JUDGE TO
STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION

46-18-102y MCAS™

WHEREAS» a defendant and the general public are
entitled to know precisely why a judge has imposed a
particular sentence; and

WHEREASs a4 statement of reasons for imposing a sentence
provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings
before the Montana Supreme Court and the Sentence Review
Divisioni and

WHERFASy the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that
failure of thea trial judge to specify his reasons for a

sentence is an abuse of judicial discretions

BE IT ENACTED 8Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 46-19-102y MCA» is amended to reau:
"46~18-102« Rendering judgment and pronouncing

sentences. (1) The judgment shall be rendered in open courts
{2) If the verdict or finding is not Juiltys judgment

shall be rendered immediately and the defendant shall be

~ ¢ w &

L]

HB 0369702

discharged from custody or from the obligation of his bail
bonde

{3} fa) If the verdict or finding is guiltys Sentence
shall be pronounced and judgment rendered within a
reasonahle time.

{b) . _When _the _sentence is pronguncede the judge shall
clearly nad-espiicitity state in-detaid for the. regerd. his
reasons for imposing. the sentencea™

—-End-

-2~ HB 369

THIRED READING
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HOUSE BILL NO. 369
INTRODUCED BY SANDS

BY REQUEST OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE TO
STATE HMIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION

G6=18-102¢ MLA.Y

WHEREASs a defendant and the general pubdblic are
entitled to know precisely why a judge has imposed a
particultar sentence; and

HAERFASy a statement of reasons for imposing a sentence
provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings
beforz the Montana Supreme Court and the Sentence Review
Division; and

WHEREASy the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that
failure of <the trial judge to specify his reasons for a

sentence is an abuse of judicial discretion.

8E IV ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 46-18-102» MCAs is amended to read:
"46-18~102. Rendering judament and pronouncing

sentences (1) The judgment shall be rendered in open courte
{(2) If the verdict or finding is not quiltys judgment

shall be rendered iImmadiately and the defendant shall be

HB 0369702

discharqged from custody or froa the obligation of his bail
bonde
{3} [a) If the verdict or finding is guiltys sentence
shall be pronounced and judgaent rendered within a
reasonable time.
{k)__dhan__tbe__seotence is oronounceds the judge shall
clearly snd-exphicitdy state inxdekad} for the _record his

ceasons_for_imposing. the_septenceas*
-End-

REFERENCE BILL

-2- HB 369



