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INTRODUCED BILL NO• .3b.9 
BY REQUEST OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE TO 

STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION 

46-18-lOZw MCA•• 

WHEREAS, a defendant and the general public are 

10 entitled to know precisely why a judge has 1sposed a 

11 pa~ticular sentence; and 

12 WHEREAS, a statement of ~easons fo~ i•posinq a sentence 

13 p~ovides valuable information in postconviction proceedings 

14 before the Montana Sup~~e Court and the Sentence Review 

15 Division; and 

16 WHEREAS, the Montana Supre~ Court has ruled that 

17 failure of the trial judge to specify his reasons for a 

18 sentenc@ is an abuse of judicial disc~etion. 

19 

ZO BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ~ONTANA: 

Zl Section l• Section ~6-18-102 9 MCAt is amended to read: 

zz •46-18-102. Rendering judg..,nt and pronounc i nq 

23 sentence. (1) The judgment shall be rendered in open court. 

24 (2) If the verdict or finding is not guiltye judg~nent 

25 shall be rendered immediately and the defendant shall be 

LC 0084/01 

1 discharged fro• custody or fro• the obligation o~ his bail 

l bond. 

3 (3) ~ If the verdict or finding is guilty, sentence 

" shall be pronounced and judg~nt rende.-ed within a 

5 reasonable time. 

6 lb) When the septppce is nrgnouocgd, the iudge shall 

7 ~rJy and gxpljcjtJy State in dCtajl fpc the £ftCprd bjs 

8 reasons for jmggsjng the sentence.• 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 369 

INTRODUCED BY SANDS 

Approved by committee 

on Judiciary 

BY R~UUEST OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE TD 

STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENCE; AMENDING SECTION 

46-18-lOZ, MCA.• 

WHEREAS, a defendant and the general public are 

10 entitled to know precisely why a judge has imposed a 

11 par-ticular sentence; and 

12 WHEREAS• a statement of reasons for imposing a sentence 

13 provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings 

14 before the Montana Supreme Court and the Sentence Review 

15 Oivi sion; and 

16 WHERF.AS, the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that 

17 failure of the trial judge to specify his reasons for a 

lA sentence is an abuse of judicial discretion. 

19 

20 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

2I Section 1. Section 46-16-102 9 MCA, is amended to read: 

22 "46-18-102. Rendering judgment and pronouncing 

23 sentence. 11) The judgment shall be rendered in open court. 

24 (2) If the verdict or finding is not :JUilty. judgment 

25 s ha 11 be rendered immediate 1 y and the defendant shall be 
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discharged from custody or from the obligation of his bail 

bond. 

(3) Lai lf the verdict or finding is guilty. sentence 

shall be pronounced and judgment rendered within a 

reasonable time. 

LI>L-llltwo._.tlliL__:;eotence i Lf!LWl=.!b.-Llli>_J~~ 

"~ aad el!lli~itu .Hiil!: :l:n-dcto+t .fQc.__J;bL...J:~_Illl 

.r.~~QG.a for impo.Uag__tru::_se.o.~· 

-End-

-2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 369 

INTRODUCED BY SANDS 

BY REQUEST OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REQUIRING A JUDGE TO 

STATE HIS REASONS FOR IHPOSING A SENTENCE; AHENOING SECTION 

46-18-102 9 MCA." 

WHEREAS• a defendant and the general public are 

10 entitled to know pr-ecisely why a judge has imposed a 

11 particular sentence; and 

12 WHEREAS• a state~ent of reasons for imposing a sentence 

13 provides valuable information in postconviction proceedings 

14 before the Montana SupreMe Court and the Sentence Review 

15 Division; and 

16 WHEREAS• the Montana Supreme Court has ruled that 

17 tailure of the trial judge to specify his reasons for a 

lR sentence is an abuse of judicial discretion. 

19 

20 BF IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

21 Section 1. Section 46-18-102, MCAw is amended to read: 

v "46-la-102. Rendering judqtRent and p r onou nc i nq 

2l s~ntence. (l) The judgment shall be ~endered in open cou~t. 

24 (2) If the verdict or finding is not guilty, judgment 

?5 shall be renaered ilftmediately and the defendant shall bf=! 
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discharged fro• custody or fro• the obligation of his bail 

bond. 

(3) ~ If the verdict or finding is guilty. sentence 

shall be pronounced and judgMent rendered within a 

reasonable ti•e• 

LbL-lllleJL_tJlL_unteoce iL.I!Lnnlllllli;JUI1J.I:JlL.iW!gL~ 

~l~£lx and-es~+±cittx ~~ tn-detatt LQc__tna _ _c~-~ 

-End-

-2- HB 369 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 



48th Leoislature He 0369f02 

l 

3 

" 
5 

6 

1 

B 

9 

10 

ll 

HOUSE BILL ~o. 369 

INTRODOCEO BY SA~OS 

BY REOUEST OF THE TASK FORCE ON CORRECTIONS 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING A JUOGE TO 

STATE HIS REASONS FOR IMPOSING A SENTENcE; AMENDING SECTION 

~6-18-1029 MCA.• 

w~EREAS• a defendant and the 

entitled to know precisely why a 

particular sentence; and 

qeneral 

judge 

public al"e 

has i111oosed a 

12 ~nER~ASt a statement of reasons for imposing a sentence 

13 provides valuable infor•ation in postconvlction proceedings 

14 before the Montana SupreMe Court and the Sentence Review 

15 Division; and 

l& WHEREAS, the Montana SupreMe Court has ruled that 

17 failure of thP trial judge to specify his reasons for a 

1~ sente~ce Is an abuse of judicial discretion. 

lq 

20 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE Of THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

21 Section 1. Section 46-18-102~ MCA, is amen~ed to read: 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"46-18-102. Rendering judg""'n~ and pronouncing 

SPntence. (1) The judg•ent shall be rendered in open court. 

(2) If the Yerdtct or finding is not quilty9 judq.ent 

shall be rendered l .. adiately and the defendant shall be 
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disch~rged from custody or from the obligation of his ball 

bond. 

(31 Lal If the verdict or finding is guil~y, sen~ence 

shall be pronounced and judgment rendered within a 

reas~3ble time. 

iQ} __ WbBD--tDB--SBD~-iA-PLQDAUD~a-~QA_Judge •ball 

~l~acl• •aa=ez•~tt±x ~ta~ ta~S.tl fgc__~~ord b!s 

Lea~OD~-fDL-imQD~iDQ-~be-~eD~Q~a• 

-End-

H E F E R E N C E B I L L 

-2- HB 369 


