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No-~ ~~~ Bill 

INTRODUCED BY t~ 
BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE• AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE SALE 

OR OONATION OF ANIMAL MEAT OR PARTS CONFISCATED OR OTHERWISE 

ACQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE• AND PARKS; 

ESTABLISHING A REWARD PROGRAM WITH THE PROCEEDS FOR 

REPORTING VIOLATIONS OF THE LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-511 THROUGH 87-1-513 AND 

67-1-226• MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY 7HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-l-5llt ~CA• is amended to read: 

•87-1-511• Sale of eon~~ birds-and ani•als. A++ 

Except as aytbor j zed by the dj rector pursuant to cggi ss ion 

policy. all birds, aniaals; fish, heads, hides• teeth• or 

other parts of any animal seized by any Officer or warden gc 

otherwjse acquired by a departwent ewplqyee in the scope of 

hi5 emnloyment shall be soldw unde~ the direction of the 

director or wardens, at a time• place. and manner so as to 

receive the highest price• The sale shall be at public 

auction to the highest and best bidder. The director or his 

wardens shall publish notice of the time and place of the 

sale, together with a description of the birds• fish, 
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LC 1086JOI 

ani•als, or par~s or portions of aniaals to be sold• in a 

newspaper of general circ·ulation published in the county 

where the sale is to be held. The notice shall be published 

at least once, and the sale shall not be less than 5 or more 

than 30 days after the last publication. If the property 

seized is perishable• it may be sold by those officers 

without publishing notice of the sale. The property •ay be 

sold upon that public notice and under those terms and 

conditions ~hich in the discretion of the officers see• 

conducive to securing full value.• 

Section 2. Section 87-1-512, MCA• Is a.ended to read: 

•87-1-512. Certifieate of sale. Lll Upon the sale of 

~~a wjldljfe carcg$S as provided in 87-1-5119 the 

officer shall issue a certificate to the purchasing party• 

certifying that the purchase~ has the legal right to be in 

possession of the ~~ carca$s dOd that anyone so 

acquiring this pra~~ carcass fro• the state is prohibited 

from reselling or using the same for any com~rcial purpose. 

During an auction only one carcass of either deer, .oose, or 

elk may be purchased per person. At its discretion. the 

department may donate unsold carcasses to welfare 

departments, public institutions. or charitable 

institutions. 

121 Ugon the sale of any wildlife part as proyided jn 

87-l-511. the offjcer shall issue a certificate tq ~ 

! N 1 R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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pyre has joo par tv• . . c.ecttfytnq that the 
legal right to be j RYrchaser has the 

0 possess i.oo gf tb e pqrt. Ih d 
may dopate . . .eepartmeot 

wdg1Ife parts to oyb] i c, d -
rharitabler e ucat)PQal, 

or 2pologic-1J ·. • . tD$\ItUtiOOS Q[ 

QL:J.;~Qj zat j OOSp Hhep • . OOQQfOf.il 
waldlrf? ;~art- d" -? I SilO$ ?d pf" 

section are sp!d a under thjs 
s trgnhy parts th ' o depertment h 

these part · 5 all mark 
s an such a manner that thgy • can be •dgntlfigd and 

traced.• 

.Section 3. Section 87-1-513., MCA,. is amend~Pd to read: 

na7-l-513. Disposition of proceejs of sal~. ~ The 

money obtained upon the sale of such property shall be paid 

over to the court before whom the person having the sa•e in 

possession at the time of seizure is prosecuted or in which 

prosecution is pending; and i~ the person charged with 

violation of the law is found guilty i.>efore said court of 

violation of the fish and game laws of the state1 the money 

received for the sale of said property shall be paid over to 

the state treasurer and be deposited by him to the credit of 

the fish and game fund; but should it be found that the 

pdrty from whom the same was taken was not guilty of any 

violation of the fish and game laws of this state. said 

mone-y shall be paid to the party from whom said birds,. 

anima]s, fish. or parts or porti-ons thereof were taken. No 

officer shall be liable for any damage on account of any 

search .. examination, se-i.zure, or sale as herein provided. 
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Where w11d anf•als 9 game birds• or fish are seized as in 

this part provided and the person or persons who killed or 

captured the same cannot be ascertained• then the money so 

received from the sale of such ani•a1s 1 game birds. or fish 

shall be paid direct to the state treasurer. The cost of 

adver~ising notice of sale, as herein required, shall be 

paid fro• the fish and game fund. 

121 Mgnry recejyed by the department frqw the sale of 

wjJdlife carcasse:; and parts mu:;t be u:;ed to es1jablisb a 

statewide rgward progra- tp eo,pyragc the reoor\iog of 

yiolatioos of fjsh and wildljfe statutes and parks and 

recreation statutes ad•iojstgred by the depart;••nt ADd rules 

adgptgd tberounder, No •oogy recelyed under thjs sectjgn MY 

bg US9d for ad•Jpistratign qf the program.• 

Section 4. Section 87-1-226, MCAt is amended to read: 

•37-1-226. Disposition of .eat of ani.als damaging 

property. L1l The meat of all ani.als killed or destroyed 

pursuant to 87-1-225 by the departaent or the authorized 

landholder shall be conserved and given to state 

institutions, school lunch programs, or the department of 

social and rehabili~ation services• pr other charitable 

iostJtutions. The department shall provide transportation 

and distribution of the •eat. 

(2t Any meat opt accepted by state institutjpnse 

SCbQQJ Juosh prpgraas, \be departeeot of SQCjaJ and 

_,._ 
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48th Leqislature HB 345 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE BILL 345 

3 House fish, Wildlife. and Parks Committee 

4 

5 ~statement of intent is required for this bill because 

6 it grants rulemaking authority to the Department of Fish• 

1 ~ildl it~, and Parks to adopt rules in establishing a reward 

8 ~roqram to encourage the reporting of game violations oy 

9 earmarking up to 530,000 a fiscal year of proceeds from the 

10 Jame auctions held by the department. 

l I To administer this Dill. the department will have 

12 regulations or guidelines which would oescribe standards for 

13 the payments, methods of distributing the rewards, and for 

14 protecting the unonymity of people providing information. 
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Approved by Cornm. 
on Fish and Game 

HOUSE BILL NO. 345 

INTRODuCED BY SPAETH 

BY RE"UEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE• AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROV!DIN~ FOR THE SALE 

OR DONATION OF ANIMAL MEAT OR PARTS CONFISCATED OR OTHERWISE 

ACQUIRED 6Y THE DEPARTMENT OF FISHt wiLDLIFE, AND PARKS; 

ESTABLISHING A REWARD PROGRAM WITH THE PRllCtEDS FOR 

REPQRTING VIOLATIONS OF THE LAWS ADMINISTEREO BY THE 

OEP.RTMENT; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-511 ThROUGH 87-1-513 AND 

87-l-2lb, MCA.n 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 87-1-Sllt HCA, is amended to read: 

"87-1-511. Sale of ee"f+see~ed biras and animals. •++ 

E~~~~t--~dY1b2LiL~X~_4iL~t2L-~UL~~fit_t2_~~~ 

~ll~1_all birds, animals, fish, heads, hides, teeth, or 

other parts of any animal seized by any officer or warden QL 

2tb~c~~~--a~QuiLBa~_a_QeQALt~nt~~l2x~-lu_tne_~~~~~f 

n~-~12~nt shall be soldt under the direction of the 

director or wardens, at a time, place, and manner so as to 

receive the highest price. The sale shall be at public 

auct_ion to the highest and best bidder. The director or his 

~ardens shall publish notice of the time and place of the 

sale, togetner with a description of the birds, fisrlt 
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HB 0345/02 

animals, or parts or portions of animals to be sold, in a 

newspaper of general circulation published in the county 

«here the sale is to be held. The notice shall be published 

at least once, and the sale shall not be less than 5 or more 

than 30 days after the last publication. If the property 

seized is perishable, it may be sold by those officers 

without publishing notice of the sale. The property may be 

sold uyon that public notice and under those terms and 

conditions which in the discretion of the officers seem 

conducive to securing full value." 

Section z. Section 87-1-512, ~CAt is amended to read: 

na?-1-512. Certificate of sale. Lll Upon the sale o£ 

~~&~e~•Y ~~lQ!ife_ka~a~ as provided in 67-l-5lt 9 the 

officer shall issue a certificate to the purchasing party, 

certifying that the purcha5er ha~ the legal right to be in 

possession of the ~F&~eF~Y ~~ and that anyone so 

acquiring this proper~y ~L~ from the state is prohibited 

from reselling or using the same for any commercial purpose. 

During an auction only one carcass of either deer, moose, or 

elk may be purchased per person. At its discretion, the 

departm~nt may donate unsold carc.asses to welfare 

dep-3 rtments, public institutions, or charitable 

institutions. 

~l--U~2n __ !h~-~a~-21_anx_~ildll~~~t-a~LUxia~U_in 

§l=l=211L-t~_2fli~~L--~hall __ l~~~-_a_-~~Ltifi~at~tu__tb~ 
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UYLkha~lO~--~aL1~-~~L1lfx!ag _ _tbat, __ 1b~~~~~~~_tue 

l~~l_Ll~hL_1Q_b~iO~~~~~~l20-2f_1b~-~aLi£-lb~~L1~ 

ma~--_g~~~~-MLigllf~---~1~---12---~~ll~--~g~2nal~ 

~DaLl1abl~~--2L---L2~~~---~1l1U1l20~---2L---D2DPL2fl1 

2L~anl~a112n£& __ Hb~o__~~~--~L1~~~~-~~f_unueL-t.bl~ 

~~~1121L.u.i~-lllll.d->ll-11:QIIJ:l):~U.._~~~IIIJUI1-llball__mau 

t.b~~~-~aLt.~_lo-llUkb_a_mann~r tbat thex_~an~lden1l~_and 

t.LK~" 

Section 3. Section 67-1-513, HCAt is amended to r~ad: 

"37-1-513. Disposition of proceeds of sale • .LU Tt1e 

mon~y ootained upon the sale of such property shall be paid 

over to the court before whom the person having the same in 

possession at the time of seizure is prosecuted or in which 

prosecution is pendinq; and if the person charged with 

violation of the law is found guilty before said court of 

violation of the fish and game laws of the state, the money 

received for the sale of said property shall be patd over to 

the state treasur~r and be deposited by him to the credit of 

the fish and game fundi but should it be found that the 

party from whom the same was taken was not guilty of any 

violation of the fish and 9ame laws of this state, said 

money shall be paid to the party from whom said birds, 

animals, fish, or parts or portions thereof were taken. No 

officer shall oe liable for any damage on account of any 

search, examination, seizure, or sale as herein provided. 
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Where wild animals, game birds, or fish are seized as in 

this part provided and the per~on or persons who killed or 

captured the same cannot be ascertained, then the money so 

received from the sale of such animals, game oirds, or fish 

shall be ?aid direct to the state treasur~r. The cost of 

advertising notice of sale, as herein required, shall oe 

paid from the fish and game fund. 

1~l--h2~X-Le~~~-b~-g~gAL1m~_fL2m-tb~~--Qf 

~lgllf~--~~L~a~~__aog~aL~~-HQI_f~'~lNL_l~QQQ-l~_AuX 

ElS~AL-YtAR1 mu~t._b&~dLt.2-~~~U}~_a_-llt.~~~--L~waLg 

~L21lJ:aJL12-~=La~-t~J:..flP2Lti~ of vi 21 a1120~--2Lf.i"!Laog 

liJL!gllf.~----llat.ut.n ___ illlJL __ gA~__aodL__u.~t.l2n __ ua1U1u 

ggmln1~1~L.e.JL!!X-1D~degAL1m~ot aM rules~ut~~oll~L•

~2-m2~X--L~~Lve2__unne.t__1~--'~l20--illaX--b~-_u~ _ _fQL 

agmlnl~1La112o_gf-t.b~~LamA" 

Section 4. Section 87-1-226, ~CA• is amended to read: 

"87-l-Z26. Disposition of meat of animals damaging 

property • .Lll The meat of all animals killed or destroyed 

pursuant to 67-1-225 by the department or the dUthorized 

landholder shall be conserved and given to state 

institutions. school lunch programs. er the department of 

social and rehabilitation services~_QL __ Qtb~~~abl~ 

in~tl~~2DS• The department shall provide transportation 

and distribution of the meat. 

1Z.l_-Anx_..JD~___n_o.t__=~:ag_lu--llt.a1~-ln~111U11~~ 
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lt8th legislature HB 345 

STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 HOUSE BILL 345 

3 House Fisht Wildlife, and Parks Co••lttee 

4 

5 A statement of inten~ is required for this bill because 

6 it ~ran~s rulemaking authority to the DepartMent of Fish, 

1 Witdlife, and Parks to adopt rules in establishing a reward 

~ proqram to encourage the reporting of ga•e violations by 

9 earmarking up to S30t000 a fiscal year of proceeds from the 

10 gaMe auctions held by the departaent. 

11 To administer this blllt the department will have 

12 regulations or guidelines which would describe standards for 

13 the ~ayments, methods of distributing the rewards, and for 

14 protecting the anonymity of people providing Information. 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 3~5 

INTRODUCED BY SPAETH 

8Y REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE. AND PARKS 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE SALE 

OR DuNATION OF ANIMAL MEAT OR PARTS CONFISCAfEO OR OTHERWISE 

ACQUI~EO BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH• WILDLIFE• AND PARKS: 

ESTABLISHING A REWARD PROGRAM WITH THE PROCEEDS FOR 

REPORTING VIOLATIONS OF THE LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE 

OEPARTHENTi-~RAMilMG_&UL~A~lHG-AUIUQBllX-ID-lUf__ufPARIME&I 

Of __ ElSU~--YlLDLlff~--A~D--fAR~SI AMENDING StCTIONS 87-1-511 

THROUGH 67-1-513 AND 87-1-226• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section t. Section 87-l-511• MCA, is a.ended to read: 

"61-1-511. Sale of ee~+sea~ed birds and ani~als. At+ 

E~~ept_a~_au~boclz~~-b~_tbe_Qic~t~-ouc~an~-~o--~~lAA!gu 

QOLlcl•--all birds, animals, fish, heads, hides, teeth, or 

other parts of any animal seized by any officer or warden QL 

utb~c~l~e_a~quiced_b~-a-dcw§ctweot~molo~-la_tne_scope QL 

Ol~ __ emaln¥meot shall be soldr under the direction of the 

director or wardens, at a time, place• and manne~ so as to 

receive the highest price. The sale shall be at public 

auction to the hiqhest and best bidder. The director or his 

wardens shall publish notice of the ti~e and place of the 
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sate. together with a description of the birds• flsh 9 

animals, or parts or portions of ani•als to be sold, in a 

newspaper of general circulation published In the county 

where the sale is to be held. The notice shall be published 

at le3st once. and the sale shall not be les~ than 5 or more 

than 30 days after the last publication. If the property 

seized is perishable, it may be sold by those officers 

without publishinq notice of the sale. The property may be 

sold upon that public notice and under those terms and 

conditions which in the discretion of the officers seem 

conducive to securin9 full value.• 

Section z. section 87-1-512, MCA, Is amended to read: 

"67-1-512. Certificate of sale. ill Upon the sale of 

p~~eTty a--~ildlife __ ~ac~a~ as provided in 87-1-511• the 

officer shall issue a certificate to the purchasing party. 

certifying that the purchaser has the legal right to be in 

possession of the pro~er~y c~ss and that anyone so 

acquiring this preper~y ~ac~as~ from the state Is prohibited 

from reselling or using the same for any com1nercial purpose. 

Durinq an auction only one carcass of either deer• •oose, or 

elk ~ay be purchased oer person. At its discretion, the 

departnHmt may 

depart:t~ent.s, 

donate 

public. 

unsold carcasses 

Institutions, or 

to welfare 

charitable 

instltutionsL-~Ul_ll-HAY--NOI__QQUAIE--~M~OLD--~AR~~ 

S~~DDL-LU~~H-eRQ~RA~S· 

-2- HB 345 
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!Zl--UpQQ __ tb~-~ale_af~OX-Mllal~-gaLt-~-PLQYided in 

8I~l~~11&-tba_gffl~eL-~ball--~~~•--a-~e~tifi~Ate--ta--tne 

P~c~na~log __ Qa~t¥&-~ectifYlog_-tnat __ tne__p~c~~~-tne 

legal_clgbt_tg_be-la_gg~~~~Lao_af-tb~a-lbe--depa~Dt 

mi¥---~goate---Mll~llfe ___ pact~--tR---D~l~&--~,attgoal, 

~bacltable&_-0~---~oolool~al ___ loSLlt~tlo~---~ ggnpcgflt 

ocgaoL~tloo~a __ Wben-_kildllfe _ _pa~~-al~o~d-of uodec tbjs 

~e~tlQo_a~e~cld-a~-tcgpbJ_pac~-tba_oe~tmao~ll--aacA 

tbe~e-Pa~t~_io-~u~b~-•aooec_tbat-the¥-'iD-h2-idMDtlfied aod 

tca~eda• 

Section 3. Section 8T-l-513t MCA• Is aMended to read: 

•&7-1-513. Disposition of proceeds of sale. Lll The 

money obtained upon the sale of such property shall be paid 

over to the court before whom the person having the same in 

possession at the time of seizure Is prosecuted or in which 

prosecution is pending; and if the person charged with 

wlolation of th~ law is found guilty before said court of 

violation of the fish and ga.e laws of the state, the eoney 

receiwed for the sale of said property shall be paid over to 

the state treasurer and be deposited by him to the credit of 

the fish and game fundi but should it be found that the 

party from whom the same was taken was not guilty of any 

violation of the fish and qa•e Jaws of this state, said 

~oney shall be paid to the party from who• said bfrds9 

aniMals, fish, or parts or oortlons thereof were taken. No 

-3- HB 3lt5 
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officer shall be liable for any da•age on account of any 

search, examination, seizure, or sale as herein provided. 

Where wild ani~alst game birds, or fish are seized as in 

this part provided and the person or persons who killed or 

captured the same cannot be ascertained, then the money so 

received from the sale of such animals, game birdst or fish 

shall b@ paid dir@ct to the state trP-asurer. The cost of 

advertisinq notice of sale, as herein required, shall he 

paid from the fish and gaMe fund• 

1~1--Hoo~x-ce~el~ed-b¥-tbt-~&pa~tm&Dt-fcam_tne sale a£ 

kl!dlife __ ~ac~as~e~ _ _aod_aa~~~QI-E~EEU1~~lo•ooo I«-A~ 

flStAL-IEAR~ ·~~t-be_used_1R-&~bliab__a__~tatekid& cewaLd 

gcoocam_to_eo~oucage_tbe~artiog_ot_Ylolatlooa~f!Ab_aQd 

~amioLstece~-h¥-tbe-depactm&Dt-BOd-tule~-AQgpted-tnaceuoaeea 

~o_mgoey __ ceceL~&d __ uo~ec__tbla__ae~tloo __ ~¥ be useg _ _t~ 

admlolstcatloo __ uf __ tbe _ _g~oocama IHE--PEfABIHEHI_LS-HE&fUY 

GB&HIED-BULfHAll~G-AUIHDBIIX-IP ESI&RILSH-A-£IA!£WID£_&E¥ABQ 

f8Q686Ha• 

Section 4• Section 87-1-226, MCAt Js amended to read: 

•87-1-226. Disposition of meat of ani•als damaging 

property. Lll The •eat of all animals killed or destroyed 

pursu~nt to a7-1-225 by the depart•ent or the authorized 

landholder shall be conserved and given to state 

institutions, ~ehoo+--•a"eh--~~o~ra•sy e~ the depart•ent of 

-~- HB 345 
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1 social and rehabilitation servlces£--aL--a1b•r charjtaQle 

z .iDli:tJ.tut.i.IIDll• The deoart•ent shall provide transportation 

3 and distribution of the meat. 

4 1Zl--&D~--m2a:t--DII:t~~~tadL~-li:tata__.i~~IIDll£ 

5 ~ebaol~==laacb~~~acaGcamsz__t.bc--~ac:taent. of--&~1--aod 

6 CDbabi.ilta:tlDD-liCC~l~Cli&-DC--Dt.bst--~ba~.i2--.iDli:tit.U:t.i!IDll 

7 wa¥-be-liold_a:;_ncn~ldAd_.iD_Bl:l:2lla" 

-End-
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