
HOUSE BILL NO. 332 

Introduced: 01/18/83 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary: 01/18/83 
Hearing: 1/28/83 
Report: 01/31/82, Do Not Pass 
Bill Killed: 02/01/83 
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I NTROOIJCED BY 

BY 

A BILL 0 DR A;, ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REMOVE THE STATE'S 

liABILITY FOR THE COST OF A MENTAL EVALUATION OR lO~MITHcNT 

CF A CRIMINAL DEFENDANT AND THE RELATED TRANSPORTATION COSTS 

IF THr eVAlUATION OR COMMITMENT IS DONE AT A FACILITY OTHER 

THAN A STATE INSTITUTION; AMENDING SECTION 46-l't-20.', MLA.• 

iJ[ IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HUNfANA: 

s~ction 1. Section 46-14-202 9 MCA• is amended to read: 

•46-14-ZOZ. Psychiatric exa•indtion of defendant. (l) 

14 If the def2ndant or his counsel files a written notice ~f 

IS ris intent to rPly on a mental djsease or defect under 

16 46-14-201 or raises the issue of his fitness to proceed• the 

l7 

Hl 

19 

court shall 

sh~ll request 

hospital to 

.3ppoint a·t least one qualified p::iychlatrist or

the superintendent of Warm Springs state 

designate at least one qualified psychiat~ist. 

20 t.,hich designation may be or- include hi1nselfw "to E:xawine and 

21 reoort upon the. mental condition of the defendant. 

27 (2) The court may order the defendant to be com.itted 
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Z't 
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to~ hospital or other suitable facility for the purposa cf 

the ~xc~ination for a period of not exceedinq 60 days ur 

such longer peri~J as the court determines tv be necessary 
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for the purpose and may direct that a qualified psychidtrist 

retained by the defendant be permitted to witness and 

participate in the examination. 

(3) In the eXamination any method may De ~•played 

for the whi c.h is accepted by the 

examination of those alleged to 

disease or defect. 

medical profession 

be suffering fro• mental 

..ll:..L....Ib..e._upenses of sgndjpg a defendant for eyaluetjgn 

QL_commjtmeot, eyaluatjng a defendant• and returnjo-.; 4 

~ndsnt to the appropriate iyrjsdictjon are pgt Gbargeable 

.t..o_the state under tb;:;. sactjpn or 46-l:ft=Z21 unless the 

!:'!yaluatjon or coMjtmcot is at a state ipstjtutjgn.• 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. _ 16_9_-_83 __ 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·/5 

In compliance with a written request received January 20, , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 332 pursuant to •Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCAI. 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 332 removes the state's liability for the cost of a mental evaluation or 
commitment of a criminal defendant and the related transportation costs if the 
evaluation or commitment is done at a facility other than a state institution. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) The Department of Institutions will not pay for sending a defendant for evaluation 
or commitment, evaluating a defendant, and returning a defendant to the appropriate 
jurisdiction unless the evaluation is at a state institution. (Commitments to 
the prison are paid by the Department of Justice.) 

2) The Department of Institutions has never incurred such expenses in the past. 

FISCAL IMPACT: FY 84 FY 85 

Department of Institutions -0- -0-

FISCAL NOTE 7:B/1 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: I - l.- 5 -1? 3 


