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INTRODUCED 
afi:=-BILL NOo ~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD BY 

WHICH THE DEPARTMENT DF HIGHWAYS DISPOSES OF REAL PROPERTY; 

TO RAISE THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY THAT CAN BE SOLD AT 

PRIVATE SALE; TO ALLOW THE SALE TO UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AT THE APPRAISED VALUE; TO ALLOW THE SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

DR SEALED BID; AND TO REMOVE THE PROVISION ALLOWING THE 

SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO NEET THE HIGH BID; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 60-~-201 THROUGH 60~-20~, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA> 

Section 1. Section 60-~-201• MCA, Is aeended to read: 

•&o-~-201o Exchanqe of interest in real propertY• (11 

The depart~nt may dater•lna that an Interest in real 

property. however acquired by itt is no longer necessary to 

the laying out, altering• construction, i~rove.ant, or 

maintenance of a hiqhway. It may then exchange the interest, 

either as entire or partial consideration, for any other 

interest In real property needed for hiqhway purposes. The 

depart•ent •ay establish the manner and ter•s and conditions 

for the exchanqe. 

121 Th• owner fro• who• the Interest was originally 
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LC 075~/01 

acquired by the state or-11+--.....ee--+to-+ftqf'e" has the 

right to require the depart .. nt to Offer the land for sale 

in the aanner set forth In 6o-~202 and 6o-~Z03. The 

departMBnt shell notify the owner ---ces.,---+--+tt•-n 

of its Intention to exchange the interest. The owner shall 

.ake his da.and for sale by registered or certified •all to 

the depart-nt within 10 days after receipt of notice fr-

the depart.ant.• 

Section 2. Section 60-~202, MtA, Is aaanded to read: 

•60-4-202· Sale of Interest In real property. The 

department •ay sell an in~erest in real property, however 

acquired by itt which it deter•ines is not necessary to the 

laylnq out, altering, construction. iiiProve-nt• or 

•aintenance o~ a hiqhway. If the Interest is reasonably of a 

value In excess of ..ee i2AO• sale shall be made toi 

Lll.._L..IIIllt.... pf 1 gcaJ PollrwaaD:LbL..lbL.Hount gf tllll 

~Jed yalUe&~ 

tZJ. the highest bidder et-!'tolt+1-e-e,..•+-•-flle ~ 

sale ~11•++--~ conducted as pro~lded In ~-~-3~t 6Q:t:LD3•• 

Section 3. Section 60-~-203• MCA, is amended to read: 

•60-~-203. Conduct of salao 11) The depart•ent shall 

publish notice of the sale In a newspaper published In the 

county in which the Interest is located once a weak for 4 

successive weeks. ~he--ne•tee--ef--se~e--~he+~--eeft~e+n--~ne 

+ttf~et+on--re~o+red-by-~-~-!iiw Sale shall be held in the 

-2-
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1 

z 
cOUftty -rein the property k ·~ vaJau * d&Oart:."Dt 

f I;Nb i$. \wr¥ttcaJ • i.o ··-· · _.. .... HJ-8 ·MY ba bel d at; 

3 ~fiCt pf t;tMt -*'gKtM,ote TJI• sele ••r be copdyt;1;•d bl' 

It aJt;ber pub.) lc Q[ $Aoled bid• 

5 (2) Before the sale of an Interest Mvlnq a value In 

6 excess of .... ~. the departeent shall have It ~raised 

1 at a price represent~ng e fair aarket value. The ~praised 

8 value shall be stated l.n the pUblished notlceo 

9 (31 A sale of an Interest eay not. be eade unless It 

10 has been appraised within 3 -nths prior to the date of the 

11 sale. A sale eay not. be - f.or less than 90~ of the 

12 appraised value. 

13 f~) Title to an Interest eay not pass fr- the state 

1~ until the purchaser has paid the full aeount of the purchase 

15 price Into the state treasury to the credit of the 

16 depa~t.• 

11 Section ~. Section ~-204• I'ICA• Is -.led to read• 

18 •6G-~2o~. Option <>f or l.glnal owner ----*" 
19 ........ ~ 'tO purchase ilt sale prlc•• Jfte After a aalp 

20 r;m9ctect oa pcqylclf!d to 6Q=t-2Q1e the owner fi'"OII whOII ti'Mt 

21 Interest was originally acquired 

22 lnteres~ shall have the option to purchase the Interest by 

Z3 offerl.nq therefor an -t of eoney -al to the hl9hest 

~ bid recel-d far the Interest et the sale. The Offer shell 

25 be sent to the depart .. nt by re41stered or certified eall 

-3-

1 within 10 days fro• the date of the sale.• 

-End-

~-
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STATE OF MONTANA 165-83 
REQUEST NO.---=---

FISCAL NOTE 

Form BD·I5 

In compliance with a written request received January 20, , 19 ____§1._, there. is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for House Bill 320 pursuantto•Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Mont~na Code Annotated (MCAJ. 
Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 
of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

House Bill 320 revises the method by which the Department of Highways disposes 
of real property; raises the value of real property that can by s~ld at private 
sale; allows the sale to units of local government; provides method of sale; 
and removes successor-in-interest provision. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) Sales by public bid (method of sales under current law) generate 102% of 
appraised value. [Based on last two years' sales.] 

2) Sales by sealed bid generate 133% of appraised value. 
3) 20 tracts with an average value of $400 will be sold each year at private sale 

under the proposed law without the advertising and bid requirements. These 
sales would not be made under current law, since costs would exceed value 
of parcel. 

4) Savings per sale will be $322, due to reduced advertising and travel. 
5) The appraised value of land offered by public sale will be $245,000. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Current Law 
Private Sales 
Sales under Public Bid 
Expenses 

Total 

Proposed Law 
Private Sales 
Sales by Sealed Bid 
Expenses 

Total 

Net Increase in Revenue to Highway 
Earmarked Account 

FISCAL NOTE 7:M/1 

FY84 

-o
$249,900 

6,440 
$243,460 

$ 8,000 
325,850 

-0-
$333,850 

$ 90,390 

FY85 

-0-
$249,,900 

6,440 
$243,460 

$ 8,000 
325,850 

-0-
$333,850 

$ 90,390 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: / - 'L5 - ?> 3 
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Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

INTRODUCED 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AM ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD BY 

WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS DISPOSES OF REAL PROPERTY; 

TO RAISE THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY THAT CAN BE SOLO AT 

PRIVATE SALE; TO ALLOW THE SALE TO UNITS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

AT THE APPRAISED VALUE; TO ALLOW THE SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

OR SEALED BID; AND TO RENDVE THE PROVISION ALLOWING THE 

SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO MEET THE HIGH BID; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 60-"t-201 THROUGH 60-"t-20"tt MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA• 

Section 1. Section 60-•-201, MCAt Is amended to read: 

•60-4-ZOt. Exchanqe of Interest in reel property. (1, 

The depart.ent •ay deter•ine that an interest in real 

property, however acquired by Itt is no longer necessary to 

the laying out• altering, construction, f•prove.ent, or 

•alntenance of a hiQhway. It may then exchange the interest, 

either as entire or partial consideration, for any other 

interest In real property needed for hlqhway purposes• The 

department •ay establish the aanner and ter•s and conditions 

for the exchanqe. 

t2t The owner frOM who• the lnteres~ vas originally 

1 

2 

3 

"' 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

l7 

u 

19 

zo 

21 

zz 

23 

21t 

25 
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acquired by the state or-h+e-s.eee,,s.-+R-+~ .. has the 

rtght to require the depar~ .. nt to offer the land for &ale 

in the 10anner set forth In f>D-+-202 and 60-+-ZD3o The 

depart•ent shall notify ~he owner or-~eesser--~--+n•-.e~ 

of its Intention to exchange the interest• The owner shall 

.ake his de.and for sale by registered or certifl•d •ail to 

the depart.ant within 10 days after receipt of notice fra. 

the depart .. nt.• 

Section 2. Section 60-4-202• MCAt is a .. nded to read: 

•60-4-202. Sale of Interest In real property. The 

department aay sell an ln~erest in real property• however 

acquired by It• which It determines is not necessary to the 

layinq OUtt altering, construction, 1-.prove .. nt• or 

.aintenance of a hiqhway. If the Interest is reasonably of a 

value In excess of .... ~· sala shall be aade to~ 

Lll--1-IIO.U,__pt I oca! APvUDaliLfliL.. ~be IWQIIDt: Af t-Ile 

IIUIUlulLv.aJ..Ii.e.;...w; 

tU the highest bidder 81:-l'ttlri+e-eae~+-•--flle ilL_a 

sale ~hett--be conducted as pro¥ided In ~~~~t; 6Q~-ZQ3.• 

Section 3. Sec~lon 60-4-203• MCA. is a•ended ~o read: 

•60-~-203. Conduct of sale. (1) The departMent shall 

publish notice of the sale In a newspaper published In the 

county In which the interest is located once a week for ~ 

successive weeks• f~e--ne•tee--~-se+•---~~--eeftte+ft--the 

+ftf'erae~+ .... -ret~•...-...t-by-'H-r-!.!i!n Sale shall be held In the 

SECOND R E A D I N G 
-2-

I 
_, _... 
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county wherein the property is located uolals the dagart .. at 

f.lod.L..It II!Q•"Gtlc:;tJ. In whlcb w.u..t~LM¥-IIL~itt 

3 ~__gffise of &h& ~eg•rteent• Ib• sale way b• cpndystcd hV 

+ ~ publlc gr sealed bid• 

5 {21 Before the sale of an l.nterest having a value In 

6 excess of- till~~• the depart-at shall have It appralaed 

7 at • price representl~g a fair .arket value• The appraised 

8 value shall be stated In the published notice. 

9 {31 A sale of an lnteres.t: eay not be eade unless It 

10 bas been appraised within 3 .onths prior to the date of the 

11 sale. A sale .ay not be aade for lass than 90l of the 

12 appraised value. 

13 (It) Title to an Interest eay not pass fro• the state 

14 until the purchaser has paid the full aeount of the purchase 

15 prfce Jnto ~h• state treasury to the credit of the 

16 depart•ent.• 

11 

18 

Section 4. Section 60-+-20+• MCA, is a .. nded to read: 

•6G-4-204. Option of original owner er-.. eeesse.-+R 

19 +~~-~ to purchase •t sale price. ~ Afiet • sale 

20 ~ted as prgyided to 60=\-~Ql• &bs oMner fro. who• the 

Zl Interest was originally acquired er--h+e--e..eeeeer---+n 

ZZ ~s~ shall have the option to purchase the Interest by 

Z3 offering therefor an a.aunt of aoney equal to the highest 

24 bid received for the Interest at the sale. The offer shall 

Z5 be sent to the depart .. nt by registered or certified eail 

-3-

1 within 10 days fra. the date of the sale.• 

•End-

-4-

LC 0754/01 
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Rereferred and amended 
by comm. on Highways 
and transportation 

HOUSE BILL NO. 320 

INTRODUCED BY J• HAMMOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: -AN ACT TO REVISE THE ~ETHOD BY 

WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS OISP1SES OF REAL PROPERTY; 

TO ROISE THE VALUE Of REAL PROPERTY THAT CAN BE SOLD AT 

PRIVAT!o SALE; f8-~te6W-fHE-5jlitE-f8-I<NH5-Bf-e86"'e-69VERNMENf 

j~if-fH~-j~ipp~·t~ER-Y-t~Et TO ALLUW THE SALE BY PU8LIC AuCTION 

OR SEALED BID; AND TO REMOVE THE PROVISION ALLOWING THE 

SUCCESSOK IN INTEREST TO ~EET THE HIGH BID; A~ENDING 

SECT!J'IS 60-4-201 THROUGH 60-4-204t ~CA.• 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STHE OF MONTANA: 

$ection t. Section &0-4-201,. HCAt is amended to reaa: 

"&0-4-ZCl. Fxchanqe of inte~est in real property. (1) 

Th~ department may determine that an interest in tPal 

prooertv• however acquired by itt is no lonqer necessary to 

the l~ying out, ~ltering, construction, improvement, or 

maintenance of a highway. It may then exchange the interest, 

either as entire or partial con~ideration, for any other 

interest in real property needed for hiqhway purposes. Th~? 

department ~ay establish the manner ~nd terms and conditions 

for the exc~ange. 

(2) The own~r from whom the int~rest WdS originally 
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H~ 0320/02 

acquired by the state or-hT~-~tteee~~~~-+ft-+ntere~t has the 

right to require the department to offer the land for sale 

in t~e manner set forth in 60-4-202 and 60-4-lOJ. The 

d~partment shall notify the owner e~-sueee~~er--+"--+ft~e~es~ 

of its intention to exchange th~ interest. The owner sha11 

make his demand for sale by registered or certified ~dil to 

the ~epartment within 10 days after receipt of notice from 

the d.a-:Jartment." 

Saction z. Section 60-4-202t ~CAt is a~ended to read: 

·~o-~-202. Sale of interest in real property. Tha 

de~art~ent may sell an interest in real property, however 

acquired by It, which ft determines is not necessary to the 

layin".l out. .. altering,. construction. imorovement,. or 

maint~~ance of a hiqh~ay. lf the interest is reasonably of a 

value in excess of •Tee 1500• sal~ shall be mad~ to~ 

ttt~~e==antt=:af=ta~at:aa~a~om:at:fa~taa:amaant:af=tha 

aaa~ai~aa=~atmat:a~ 

t:t the highest bidder et-pabtte--ette~~~ft·--~he g~ __ g 

sale ~hctt--be conducted as provided in ~'f-r-3r-t 6.Q.:!t.=.Z!lJ•• 

~action 3. Section 60-4-203. ~c-, is amended tv redd: 

~60-4-203. Conduct of sale. (1) The department shall 

publisn notice of the sale in d ne~spap~r published in the 

county in which the int2reS;t Is locatc;:d once o=t week for 4 

succe5sive wePks. fhe--no~+ee--et--~a~e--~~~t~--eeft~ft+ft--~he 

fntor~et+e~--~eeH+r@d-by-~T-r-3~~. Sale shall be held in thP. 

S E :1 N D 
-2-

READING 
HB 32'-l 

SECOND PRINTING 
W/ amendments 
dated 2/5/83 
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1 

2 

countv wherein the property is located uales~-~h~~Qac~me~t 

fiod~-it_lmp~~t~~l1-lo_~i~b-ca~e-tbe_~ale-max-be-bel~--at 

3 tbe __ otfi~e _ _Qf_tbe_gepaLtmeot&-lbD-~ale_max-be_cooductea_nx 

4 eitb~-~ublie-aL-~ealed-bid• 

5 (2) Before th~ sale of an interest having a value in 

6 exces~ of •~ee .l5:J.HJ., the departinent shall have it appraised 

7 at a price representing a fair marKet v~Jue. The appraised 

~ value shall be stated in the puhlished notice. 

9 (3) A sale of en interest r:1ay not be made unless it 

10 has b?en appraised Nithin 3 months prior tn the date of the 

11 sale. A sale may not be made for less than 90~ of the 

12 appraised value. 

13 (4) Title to an interest may not pass from the state 

14 until the purchaser haS paid the full amount of the purchase 

15 price into the state treasury to the credit of the 

1~ departnent.• 

17 

18 

section lt• 

•60-4-204· 

Section 60-4-204• MCA~ is amended to read: 

Option of origin~l owner e~-~~eeessor-+n 

19 Tn~e~s~ to purchase at sale price. ~fte Aftec__a~A~ 

zo ~ductea __ a.__PLO~ldeg-io_~Q:i:~Ol&-tbe owner from whom the 

21 inter~st was ori9inally acquired e~--hTs--sneees~ep---Tn 

22 +ft~P~~~ shall have the option to purchase the interest by 

23 offerf19 therefor an aaount of mqney equal to the hiqhest 

24 bid racelved for the Interest at the sale. The offer shall 

25 be sent to the departMent by reqi~tered or certified Nail 

-3- HB 3ZO 

1 withi, 10 days from the d3te of the sal~·· 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 3ZO 

INTRODUCED BY J. HAMMOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD BY 

WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS DISPaSES OF REAL PROPERTY; 

TO R~ISE THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY THAT CAN BE SOLO AT 

PRIVATE SALE; fB-At~-fHE-5AtE-f8-~NffS-9F-tB6At-6BVERNHENf 

Af-fHE-APPRAf5E8-YAt~~ TO ALLUW THE SALE 8Y PUBLIC AUCTION 

OR SEALED BID; AND TO REMOVE THE PROVISION ALLOWING THE 

SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO MEET THE HIGH BID; AMENOING 

SECTIJ~S 60-4-ZOl THROUGH 60-4-Z04r MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Seetion 1. Section 60-~-ZOlt KCA• Is a.ended to read: 

noo-~-201. Exchange of interest in real property. (lt 

The departaent May deter•ine that an interest in real 

property• howe~er acquired by Jt, is no longer necessary to 

the laying out. altering, construction, i•provement, o~ 

maintenance of a highway. It may then exchange the interest, 

either as entire or partial consideration, for any other 

interest in real property needed for hiqhway purposes. The 

department ~ay establish the manner and terms and conditions 

for the exchange. 

(2) The owner from whom the Interest ~as o~iginally 
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HB 0320/0Z 

acquired by the state or-h+,-sueees~ft~-+n-Tnte~e~~ has the 

right to require the depart•ent to offer the land ~or sale 

in t~e manner set forth in 60-4-202 and 60-4-203. The 

department shall notify the owner or-saeees~er--*ft--~ft~ere~~ 

of its Intention to exchange the interest. The owner shall 

make his de•and for sale by registered or certified mail to 

the departMent within 10 days after receipt of notice from 

the de~art~ent." 

Section 2. Section 60-4-Z02t MCA, is a•ended to read: 

·~o-~-202. Sale of interest in real property. The 

departeent may sell an Interest in real property, hove~er 

acquired by It, which It determines is not necessary to the 

layin':l out. altering., construction. improve•ent, or 

maintenance of a highway. If the Interest is reasonably of a 

value in excess of •~ee ~QQ, sale shall be made tot 

txt=ll::::IIDi::t::af=x~:~CAl:~llllm:DBIU::fae::;t;tte:aiiSiaa:t:A£::j:bc 

llaa~lli~.O:lllli~:t:a~ 

ttx the highest bidder et-pab+tc--euetteft•--~he ~_a 

sale ~he~t--be conducted as provided in ~~-r-~2~ 6Q:t:ZQ3.• 

section 3. section 60-4-Z03• ~C~t is amended to read: 

•b0-4-203. Conduct of sale. (1) The department shall 

publish notice of the sale in a newspaper published in the 

county in which the interest is located once a week for 4 

successive weeks. ~he--ne~Tee--eF--sa~e--~~e+~--een~a+"--the 

T"~e~et+en--rea~~~ee-ey-i~-r-3~t• Sale shall be held in the 

-2- H!l 3Z<:l 
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county wherein the property Is located u~~~-tbe_gg~c~t 

Liod&-it-1DQLA~t~al£_ia_.nl~b-~a~a_tb&-AAl~-DAX-b~ neld at 

3 tb~--Ptfi~_-Df_tn~~~pacta~ata-lb~-aala_max_b~-~D~~b¥ 

4 ~ltb~-PUbll~-PL-A.alAd-bld• 

5 (2) Before the sale of an interest having a value in 

6 excess of •~e 15UQ, the department shall have it appraised 

7 at a price representing a fair ~arket value. The appraised 

8 value shall be stated in the published notice. 

9 (3) A sale of an interest may not be made unless it 

10 has been appraised within 3 aonths prlor to the date of the 

11 sale. A sale •ay not be •ade for less than 90' of the 

12 appraised value. 

13 (4) Title to an Interest •av not pass froM the state 

14 until the purchaser has paid the full a•ount of the purchase 

15 price into the state treasury to the credit of the 

16 depart•ent.• 

17 

18 

section 4• Section 60-4-20~, HCA9 is amended to read: 

•60-~-204. Option of original owner o~-~eee,~e~-+" 

19 +n~eres~ to purchase at sale price. ~he Aftac__a~ 

ZO ~QDdU~t•d--as__p~~Lded-~~~ba owner from whom the 

21 interest was originally acquired er--h+~--,aeeesser---+ft 

22 +n~~es~ shall have the option to purchase the interest by 

23 offerl,g therefor an a.ount of money equal to the hiqhest 

2~ bid received for the Interest at the sale. The offer shall 

25 be sent to the department by registered or certified mail 

-3- HB 320 

1 within 10 days from the date of the sale.• 

-End-

-4-
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HOUSE BILL NOo 320 

I~TROOUCED 8Y Jo HAMMOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGH~AYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE METHOD BY 

WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS DISP~SES OF REAL PROPERTY; 

TO R•ISE THE VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY THAT CAN BE SOLD AT 

PRlVAT~ SALE; fB-·~~8W-fHE-S.~E-f8-~NffS-BF-~SE•~-69~E~NHENf 

•t-fHE-.PP~•tSER-~·~~E? TO ALLUW THE SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION 

DR SEALED 

SUCCESSOR 

BID; AND TO 

IN INTEREST TO 

REMOVE THE PROVI~ION ALLO~ING THE 

~EET THE HIGH BID; AMENDING 

SECTIJ'IS 60-4-201 THROUGH b0-4-20'" HCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 60-•-zot, HCAt is amended to read: 

~&0-4-ZCl. Exchange of interest in real property. {lJ 

The department may determine that an interest In r~al 

property• nowever acquired by it, is no longer necessary to 

the l3ying out., dltering., construction, improvement, or 

maintenance uf a highway. It may then exchange the interest., 

either as entir~ or p~rtial consider~tlon, f~r any other 

interest in r~al oroper-ty needed for hiohway ourposes. Th~ 

department ~ay establish the ~anner ~nd terms and condition~ 

for the excnange. 

(2) The own~r from whom the interest was originally 
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acquired by the state er-h+~-saeees~er-+ft-+ft~e~e'~ has the 

right to require the department to offer the land for sale 

i~ t~e manner set forth in 60-4-ZOZ and 60-4-l03. The 

d~partment shall notify the owner e~-~aee~~~r--+ft--+ft~e~e~~ 

of its Intention to exchange the Interest. The owner shall 

make his demand for sale by registered or certified ~ail to 

the department within 10 days after receipt of notice from 

the de~artnu~nt." 

S2ction z. Section 60-~-zoz., MCA• is amended to read: 

·~o-4-202. Sale of Interest in real property. The 

de~art~ent may se11 an interest in real property, however 

acqui~~d by it. which it determines is not necessary to the 

layin'l out., altering., construction, improvement, or 

maintenance of a hiqhway. If the interest is reasonably of a 

value in excass of •~ee iSQQ, sale sh~ll be made to1 

ttt::c==uait=:af=la~l=~ax~~amea~=fa~~a~maa~=af=tbe 

aaa~aisad:xala:~=c~ 

t:i th~ highest bidder et-pob+fe--eoetfon·--~he at__a 

sale 'he++--be conducted as provided in ~i-r-3~~ 6Q~:Z03·• 

5~ction 3. Sec.tion 60-4-203., "''CA, is amended tv read: 

Nb0-4-203. Conduct of sale. (1) T~e ~epartment shall 

publish notice of the sale in a newspaper published in the 

county in which the interest is 1 ocated once a week for 4 

successive wP.~ks. fh~--"e~+ee--of--~e+e--she++--ee"~a+~--the 

+"fe~~t+e"--~ee~+~~~-by-ii-~-3~r. Sale shall be held in the 
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county wherein the property is located uoles~-~b~d&QQLtmeDt 

flag~_it_lmQca~t~~l£-lD-~l~b~a~e-t~-~4le_~4¥-he-belg__a1 

3 1be __ Ptfl~e _ _gf_tbe-UeQaL1meota-I~-~ale_max_be_~a~~d-b¥ 

4 eitb~-~~bll~gL-~ealea_bia· 

5 (2) Before the sale of an interest havin~ a value in 

6 exces~ of •rae ~QQy the department shall have it appraised 

7 at a price representing a fair market v~lue. The appraised 

g value shall be st~ted in the published notice. 

9 (3) A sale of an interest may not be made unless It 

10 has b~en appraised within 3 months prior to the date of the 

11 sale. A sale may not be made for Jess than 90t o~ the 

12 appraised value. 

13 (4) Title to an Interest m3y not pass from the state 

14 until the purchaser has paid the full amount of the purchase 

15 price into the state treasury to the credit of ~h~ 

16 depart~ent.• 

ll' 

18 

saction 4• Section 60-4-204, MCA• is amended to read: 

"60-4-204• Option of original owner e~-§~eees~er-Tn 

19 ~ft~er~st to purchase at sale price. ~h@ AfLec-~--A~ 

20 ~god~~teg __ a~-PLo~laea_la_6Q:~Q~-t~ owner from whom the 

Zl intAr~st was originally acquired er--~+~--§aeeesser---+n 

22 +neer~s~ shall have the option to purchase the interes~ oy 

23 offerl,g therefor an amount of money equal to the hiqhest 

24 bid receivea for the Interest at the sale. The of~er shall 

25 be sent t·o the deoartment by regi <litered or certified ma i 1 
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withi1 10 days from the date of the sale.• 

-End-
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