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INTRODUCED BY _,-.~.::...ri~ 
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW ANY REGISTERED 

ELECTOR TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-13-201, 13-13-203, 13-13-20~, 13-13-211• ANO 13-13-Z22o 

MtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-201, MCAt is a•ended to read: 

"13-U-201. Voting by eh~ar when abs---h'eto-p~ 

e+-f'e~---phy,.+eM+y--+fte-+~o~e<l Fra11 !1"~"9 ~o ~ls 

~ntee ballqt. f~t--. ~qualified registered elector 

who tri-'1-l-l>e--ebseni!--___ __..,..., __ _.,_~-----phyfl-etri+y 

+neepee+~a~ed--and--enab+e--~o-ge-~o-~e-fJ"''-'1-s-on-~he-day-o+ 

e+eee+on wjshgs to do so may vote by absentee ballot as 

provided in this part. 

t;!t---£'1-ee*+en-jttd~who W"l~~-1>..-<ter • i "!I i--­
,....,.,+...,*--*-he-......-+n-wh+eh-~hey--M"e--reg i s~er e<l -.ey-¥Me 

By-ah~eft~ee-&84+~· 

Section 2. Section 13-13-203t MCAt is a•ended to read: 

•13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

devices used. (1) In precincts where voting aachlnes or 

devices are used. the election administrator shall if 
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LC 20511/01 

necessary print and provide: 

(a) ballots in official form for ~le ebseut or 

p"'fs.;.ee-H-y-.;.,.,..,...,~"'" and 

(b) ballot boxes required for precinets in which 

printed ballots are used. 

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precfncts shall 

be handled as- provided in this chapter.• 

Section 3. Section 13-13-204w MCAw is aaended to read: 

•13-13-20•. Elector votiny absentee ballot authorized 

to vote in person-- effect of absentee elector•s death. (1) 

If an elector has voted by absentee ballot but on election 

day is present in the county and ebfe chgQ§es to go to the 

polls or if he learns his absentee ballot has been rejected 

by the judges as provlde<t in 13-l~Zitly 'the elector aay vote 

in person at his polling place. If voting •achines or 

devi ce·s are used• he •ay vote by •ach 1 ne or device. 

{2) If an elector votes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the ti.e of balloting and election dayo his ballot 

does not count.• 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211• KCAt is a•ended -to r-ead: 

•13-13-211. Application of eJector fgc absentee ~ 

phys+ea'!-'1-y--+Reapael~a~e<l--elee~--+M" ballot. During a 

period beginning 75 days before the day of election and 

ending at noon on the day before the election9 8ft An¥ 

elector ewpee~i~~~o-Be-ae~~+ro.-~he-~n~y-+n-wh+eh--~ 
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1 v<>Hn<j--pt'erinet-n--s+taftetl,r-e.....,+eetor-+n--I!Mi!e<!-~ 

Z ,...,..,~,._..,....e+eet.....-whe-w+H-be-......t>+e-te-.,-.. t:he poth 

3 eeeea,......ef-phyrieal iAeap~ .ay apply to the election 

~ ad•inistrator for an absentee ballot.• 

5 Section 5. Section 13-13-222, HCAy is amended to read: 

6 8 13-13-222. voting before election day by prospective 

7 absentee or physici111y Incapacitated elector. (1) 1m Alu 

8 elector who is present in his county after the official 

9 ballots have been printed and who 

10 he--w+++ ee ee. 

11 +Reepaei~e~e• -eft--e~~+en-~ wishes tg do sg •ay vote 

12 before election day before the elec~ion ad•inistrator. 

13 (2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

14- voting. 

15 (3) If the ballot is aarked before the election 

16 administrator, he shall deal with it 'in the saae eanner as 

17 if ·t t had come by •ail .• 

-End-

-3-



48th Legislature LC 2058/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

0 

9 

1() 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Rereferred and approved 
by committee on State Adm. 

INTRODUCED BY 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLDN ANY REGISTERED 

ELECTOR TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BAlLOT; AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-13-ZOlt 13-13-203o 13-13-20it• 13-13-211• AND 13-13-222o 

MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-201, KCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-lOl. Voting by e+e~8~-when-ahsent-~~--p~e 

ef-f'e51-<le""e---phy,;-Ho<t+'l-y--+,.,_.,+t.e-.....-ge->n g to polls 

absentee ballot. t*t-_. An¥ qualified registered elector 

who ril-+-be--..-nt--froM--1:M---c-nty--or--ptrr3TeeHy 

T"e-ep-erit:e~ed--ft'ftd--t:trteb+e--~e-~o-tite-p-e++<!t-on-"1:~-dey-e'f 

e+ee~+on wjshos to do so may vote by absentee ballot as 

provided in this part. 

tl:!t--r~ee*+en-jttd~-wtto-w++l-tJe-5er~ i "!11 i n--e-d++fereni: 

pt'ee+-~--~h...,-1:1te-,___....-..Meh-they-ltf'e-~~.,re<l-aey-Y01=e 

ey-a~e~~ee-&8~~~--

Section 2. Section 13-13-203, MCA• is amended to read: 

•13-13-203. Absentee ballots where voting machines or 

device.i used. (1) In precincts where voting •achines -or 

devices are used, the election adralnistrator shall if 
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necessary print and provide: 

(u) ballots in official form for ~~ eh§eftt or 

phy§~ea~~y-+fte~ee~e~ absentee yotiag by electors; and 

Cb) ballot boxes required for precincts in which 

printed ballots are used. 

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as provided in this chapter.• 

Section 3. Section 13-13-204, HCA, is a.ended to read: 

•13-13-204-. elector voting absentee ballot authorized 

to vote in person -- effect of absentee elector•s death. (l) 

If an elector has voted by absentee ballot but on election 

day is present in the county and e&+e chooses to go to the 

polls or if he learns his absentee ballot has been rejected 

by the judges as provided in 13-13-2~1, the elector •ay vote 

in person at his polling place. If voting •achines or 

devices are used, he may vote by machine or device. 

(2) If a~ elector votes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day 9 his ballot 

does not count.• 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211, MCAt is a•ended to read: 

"13-13-211. Application of elector for absentee or 

phy5iea~y--~"ea~~~ee--e~~--~ ballot. During a 

period beginning 75 days before the day of election and 

ending at noon on the day before the election, ~ ~ 

elector e*~ee~~A~~~-8@-&h~"~~~~e-ee~~y-+ft-wh+eh--h+~ 

-2- SECOND READING 
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1 Y~"~-preeT~--+~--.. ~u8+edT--en-e~ee~~-*ft-~n+~d-~~~~ 

2 .,,....,~-or-en--e-tee~ .... -whe-lriH-be-.,tte!>+e-~-~1:<>-~pe-l-~ 

3 &eeett~ef-pttyHe-e.J-+tteepfte++-t ..ay apply to the eleC'tion 

~ ad•inistrator for an absentee ba11ot.• 

5 S£ction 5. Section 13-13-222, HCA, is amended to read: 

6 nl3-l3-22Z. Voting before election day by prospective 

7 absentee or phJSically incapacitated elector. (1) An AD% 

a elector who is present in his county after the official 

9 ballots have been printed and who he5-reft5~e-be++e¥e-~ 

10 h.,._w-H-'1--be----..1>....--.--f'ro.----i:he eeH"~, ---plty<t+eeH., 

11 +Aeepae~4--&ft--e~ee+~-dey wishes to dg so may vote 

12 before election day before the election ad•inis~rator. 

13 (2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

14 voting. 

15 (3) If the ballot is aarked before the election 

16 ddministrato~, he 5ha11 deal with it in the same aanner as 

17 if it had come by Nail.• 

-End-

-3-



48th Legislature LC 205BJ01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

~BILL NO. ~9S 
INTRODUCED BY ~/~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW ANY REGISTERED 

ELECTOR TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BAUOT: AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-13-ZOh 13-13-'203y 13-13-'204o 13-13-2llo AND 13-'13-222 0 

MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-13-201• MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•13-13-201. Voting 

ef-•~deftee-e.-~ell1 lneapaei~ated ,~rea ~~n~ ~a pelts 

absentee ballot. ~t--A AD¥ qualified ,registered elector 

who lrill-be--enefti>--ffelt-~--oaft~J cw--pttysl ean p 

e+ee~ yishes to do so may vote by absentee ballot as 

p~ovided in this part. 

~ft whieh -heJ ere-registeu ed .er ~oLe 

l>y-anett•ee-~tttHe..• 

Section 2. Section 13-13-'203, MCAt is aaeftded to read: 

•13-13-203. Absentee ballots whe~e voting aachines o~ 

devices used. (1) In precinc~s where voting •achines o~ 

devices are used, the election administrator shall if 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2't 

25 

LC Z058/01 

necessary print and· provide: 

(a) ballots in official 

~+eM+y-i-ftee1taeitat:eiJ absent• YPt.iog= by electors; and 

(b) ballot boxes required for 'precincts In which 

printed ballots are used. 

(2) Absentee ballots received in those precincts shall 

be handled as- provided in this chapter.• 

Section 3. Section 13~13-204w KCAe is a.ended to read: 

•13-13-20~. Elector voting absentee ballot: authorized 

to vote in person -- effect of absentee elect:or•s death. [1) 

If an elector has voted by absentee ballot but on election 

day is present ln the county and ~ cbpgs•s to go to the 

polls or if he learns his absentee ballot: has been rejected 

by the judges as provided in 13-13-24lo the elector aay vote 

in person at his polling place. If voting •achines or 

devices are used, he •ay vote by •achlne or- device. 

(2) If an elector votes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day, his ballot 

does not count.• 

Section 4. Section 13-13-211, HCA, is a.anded to read: 

•t3-l3-:2ll. Application of electOr for absentee er 

ptoys+eaHy--ifteep8e"i~e-e4--elee....,..__ ballot. During a 

period beginning 75 days before the day of election and 

ending at noon on the day befor-e the election• 8ft an¥ 

elector ~.;.,.~-l>e--at>""'fti>-~lte---•y-+-wi!W!h---lt+10 

-2- T H I R D R E A D I N G 
u.--:) "'' r;__!.M'-o 
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1 Yftin!J preeiftcio-+s-ri-io~-•n-e+e_-+ ___ _ 

2 

3 apply to the election 

+ ad•fnistrator for an absentee ballot.• 

5 Sec~lon 5. Section 13-13-222, MCA, is amended to read: 

6 •13-13-222. Voting before election day by prospective 

7 absentee or phys'ically Incapacitated elector. (1) M &u 

B elector who is present In his county after the official 

9 ba1Jots have been printed and who Ms-1 easel\ t:o-bel iew·e ~ 

10 he wll'l- he ah•Rt free ~he e.-ntJ 

11 +ttee.,..elt~e~ eft ehe4!Mn--.ley w!s.Ms tq dg so aay vote 

12 before election day· before the election ~!nlstrator. 

13 (2) The provisions of this chapter apply to such 

J.4 voting. 

15 (31 If the ballot is -rked before the elecUon 

16 adalnl,.tratwo he shall deal with It ·tn the s- ~~anner as 

11 If 'j t had COllie by eallo• 

-End-

-3-


