
HOUSE BILL NO. 275 

Introduced: 01/17/83 

Referred to Committee on State Administration: 01/17/83 
Hearing: 1/26/83 
Report: 01/26/83, Do Pass 

2nd Reading: 01/29/83, Do Pass 
3rd Reading: 02/01/83, Do Not Pass 
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INTRODUCED BY 
pc"·.:J7s: - c:ytLJLq i-f" .JkJ 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: '•AN ACT REMOVING THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR ROTATION OF NAMES OF CANDIDATES ON PAPER 

BALLOTS IN COUNTIES WHERE VOTING MACHINES ARE USED; AMENDING 

SECTION 13-12-'205• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-12-205• HCAt is a.ended to read: 

•13-12-205. Arrange~nt of naaes ro-tation on 

ballot. (1) The candidates• ~.as shall be arranged 

alphabetically on the ballot according to surnam~s under the 

title of the respective offices. 

(2) If two or more individuals are candidates for 

nomination or election to the same office, the election 

administrator shall divide the bdllot for•s into sets equal 

in number to the greatest nuaber of candidates for any 

office. The candidates for no•ination to an office by each 

poll t i c<~l party shall be considered separ-ately in 

determining the number of ~ets necessary for a primary 

ZZ election. 

23 (3) The election administrator shall begin with a for• 

24 arr-dnged alphabetically and rotate so that each candidate•s 

25 name will be at the top of the list for each office on 
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substantially an equal nu•ber of ballots. If it is not 

numerically possible to place each candidate•s na•e at the 

top of the list~ the names shall be rotated in groups so 

that each candidate•s na.e Is as near the top of the list as 

possible on substantially an equal nu.Oer of ballots. 

C~) If the county contains .ore than one legislative 

district, the election administrator ~ay rotate each 

candidate•s naae so that it wi11 be at or near the top of 

the list for each office on substantially an equal nuMber of 

ballots ih each house district. 

(5) For ·purposes of rotation .. the offices of president 

and vice president and of governor and lieu~enant governor 

shall be considered as d group. 

(6) No more than on~ of the sets •ay be used in 

printing the ballot for use in any one precinct• and all 

ballots furnished for use in any precinct •ust be identical. 

11\ In GQUDtjes where yottng machines are ysed yoder 

the provisions of chapter 17 of this tjtlet subsections C2J 

:t..b,cgugh C6\ are not appljcable to the paper ballots proyided 

pursuant to 13-1~• 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 

-2- /-1 {3 ;) 7 ::J 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

INTRODUCED BY 
f;::-'iC oo. ·"S: .J,.J - ~g_~, 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REMOVING THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR ROTATION OF NAMES OF CANDIDATES ON PAPER 

BALLOTS IN COUNTIES WHERE VOTING MACHINES ARE USED; AMENDING 

SECTION 13-12-205o HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-12-205~ HCA, is aaended to read: 

•13-12-205. Arrangement of names rot.at.i on on 

ballot. 11 I The candidates• na•es shall be arranged 

alphabetically on the ballot according to surnames under the 

title of the respective offices. 

(2) If two or more indivtduals are candidates for 

nomination or election to the sa•e office, the election 

administrator shall divide the ballot forms into sets equal 

in number to the greatest number of candidates for any 

office. The candidates for nominat-ion to an office by each 

political party shall be considet"ed sepat"ately in 

dete~mining the nu~ber of sets necessary for a primary 

22 el~ction. 

23 (3) The election administrator shall begin with a form 

24 arranged alphabetically and ~otate so that each candidate•s 

25 name wi 11 be at. the top of the list fo• each off ice on 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

IZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

LC 2033f01 

substantially an equal numbet" of ballots. If it is not 

numerically possible to place each candidate•s name at the 

top of the list, the names shall be rotated in groups so 

that each candidate•s naae is as near the top of the list as 

possible on substantially an equal number of ballots. 

(~) If the county contains •ore than one legislative 

district., the election administrator •ay rotate each 

candidate•s name so that it will be at or near the top of 

the list for each office on substantially an equal number of 

ballots in each house district. 

(5) For purposes of rotation., the offices of president 

and vice p~esident and of governor and lieutenant governor 

shall be considered as a group. 

(6) No more than one of the sets may be used in 

printing the ballot for use in any one precinct, and all 

ballots furnished for use in any precinct must be identical. 

«71 In counties where ypting machjnes are used under 

the proyjsioos ~~ 11 of this title, suQsectjoos «21 

tbLQugh_(6l are not appljcable to the oaper ballqts proyided 

>l.llU.Ilall~2-.U=J..1=2Q2.. 

-End-

S E C 0 N D R E A D 1 N G 
-2- ~ 6 "d7r; 
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INTRODUCED BY 
fp~"iC' ~- .27~ . ~z1t'"'fA'~ 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT REIIOYING THE 

REQUIREMENT FOR ROTATION OF HAilES OF CANDIDATES ON PAPER 

BAllOTS IN COUNTIES WHERE VOTING IIACHINES ARE USEO; AIIEHOING 

SECTION 13-lZ-205• PICA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLA7URE OF THE STATE OF IIONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-12-205• HCA• is a.ended to read: 

•13-12-205. Arrartge•nt: of na.as rotation on 

ballot. ( 1) The candidates• na~~es shall be arranged 

alphabetically on the ballot according to surna•es undel'" the 

t1t1e of the respective of-fices. 

(2) If two or more individuals are candidates for 

no•ination or election to the same office, the election 

ad•inistrator shall divide the ballot for•s into sets equal 

in nuMber to the greatest nu~er of candidates for any 

o¥fice. The candidates for nomination to an office by each 

political party shall be considered separately in 

determining the nu•ber of sets necessary for a primary 

22 election. 

23 (3) The election ad•inistrator shall begin with a form 

24 arranged alphabetically and rotate so that each candidate•s 

25 name will be at the top of the list for each office on 
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substantially an equal nulllber of ballots. If it ·is not. 

numerically possible to place each candldate•s na•e at the 

top o~ the list~ the names shall be ~otated in groups so 

that each candida~e•s _na~ is as near the top of the 1tst as 

possible on substantially an equal number of ballots. 

(~) IY the county contains .ore than one legislative 

district• the election administrator .ay rotate each 

candidate•s na.a so that it will be at or near the top of 

the list for each office on substantially an equal nu.-ber of 

ballots In each house district.. 

(S} For ·purposes of ro~tlon. the-o¥fices of president 

and vice president and of -governor and lieutenant gove~nor 

shall be considered as a group. 

(6) No more than one of the sets may be used In 

printing the ballot for use in any one precinct• and all 

ballots furnished for use in any precinct .ust be identical. 

fll In coyptje$ where yotiog maChines are ysgd yoder 

the proyjs.ions. of chapter 17 of this tjtlet subsectjoos 121 

.tJu:gough f6) ace not applicable to the paper ballot$ proyided 

pursuant t~~· 

-End-

-2-
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