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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PRO~JDE THAT A 

COUNTY OR AN INCORPORATED CITY OR TOWN NAY ESTABLISH BY 

RESOlUTION EXCEPTIONS THAT WOULD REDUCE OR ELIMINATE THE 

STATUTE REQUIRING 600 FEET TO SEPARATE THE PREMISES OF A 

BUSINESS THAT SERVES ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FROM A PLACE OF 

WORSHIP OR SCHOOL; ANENOING SECTION 16-3-306• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1, Section 16-3-306, MCA, is a.ended to read: 

•16-3-306. Proximity to churches and schools 

restricted. (l) except as provided in subsections (2)~ end 

(3)t and r4t. no retail licsnsa aay be issued pursuant to 

this code to any business or enterprise whose preaises a~e 

within bOO feet of and on the same street as a building used 

exclusively as a church, synagogue, or other place of 

;o worship or as a school other than a commercially operated or 

Zl ~ostsecondarr school. This distance shall be measured in a 

22 st~aight line from the center of the nearest entrance o~ the 

23 pldce of worship or school to the nearest entrance of the 

24 licensee's premises. This section is a limit3tion upon the 

25 departmeot•s li~ensing authority. 
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(2) Howeyer• the departaent .ay .-enaw a license f~ 

any e5tabli5haent located in violation ef this section if 

the licensee does not relocate his entrances any closer than 

the existing entrances and if tbe establishaent: 

(a) was located on the site before the place o~ 

worship or school opened; or 

(b) was located in a bona fide hotel, restaurant. or 

fratecnal organization building at the si'te _since January le 

1937. 

(31 Subsection (1) does not apply to licenses for the 

sale of beer• table wineo o~ both in the o~igrnal package 

for off-premises consu.,tion. 

(4\ The ooyerni DQ body of a CQUpty pr ap I OCorPAr;rtad 

cjty oc town MaY adopt by resolutjop O$nera1 wxeoptlgps Shot 

would redyce or gliMinate t,be 6Q0-foot rule in $YhsectiM 

(1)• The resplutjon wust specify the rgasop wbJ an a¥c•p\lgp 

is neces$ary and the djstaoce in feet that applies withip 

the coynty or the cjty or town Jjajts.• 

-End-
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Approved by Comm. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NO. 248 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA, TOWE, HAGER 

BY REQUEST OF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FDA AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

COUNTY OR AN INCORPORATED CITY OR TOWN MAY ESTABLISH BY 

RESOLUTION EXCEPTIONS THAT WOULD REDUCE OR ELIMINATE THE 

STATUTE REOUIRING 600 FEET TO SEPARATE THE PREMISES OF A 

BUSINESS THAT SERVES ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FROM A PLACE OF 

WORSHIP OR SCHOOL; AMENDING SECTION 16-3-306• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sec~ion 16-3-106, HCA, is a•ended to read: 

•16-3-306. Proxi•ity to churches and schools 

restricted. (1) Except as provided in subsections (Z)~ an~ 

(3), and~ no retail lfcense •ay be issued pursuant to 

this code to any business or enterprise whose premises are 

within 600 feet of and on the saae street as a building used 

exclusively as a churcht synagogue, or other place of 

worship or as a school other than a co.mercially operated or 

pos~secondary school. This distance shall be •easured ;n a 

22 straight line from the center of the nearest entrance of the 

23 place of worship or school to the nearest entrance of the 

2~ licensee•s preMises. This section is a limitation upon the 

25 department•s licensing authority. 
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{2) However. the dapart.ent aay renew a license for 

any establishaent located in violation of this section if 

the licensee does not relocate his entrances any closer than 

the existing entrances and If the es~ablish•ent: 

{at was located on the site before the place of 

worship or school opened; or 

(b) was located in a bona fide hotel, restaurant• or 

fraternal organization building at the site since January 1 9 

193T. 

(3) Subsection (1) does no~ apply to licenses for the 

sale of beer, table wine, or both in the original package 

for off-premises consu•ption. 

Ul The goyernjng body of a coyntvt FOB THAI AREA QF 

!Hf_-'UUNJY NOJ HIJHIN THE CQBPORATE LlMIJS Qf A ClJY QR 

IJltU!.z. or an i Qi;.QLJ:HlU1:ed city or town •ax adppt, by 

~Jution g~al exceptjpns that would reduce or e1i•joate 

~ 600-fpgt__£u1a__!Q_ sybsectjoo (1), Iba resolution MU5t 

~~be_ceasgo_•bX an exception i$ oece$Sary and the 

~~__io_feet tbat_appljgs wjthip the county or the cjty 

DJ:J. !liiO_l.iJI.lUA • 

-End-

-2- HB 248 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 248 

INTRODUCED BY FABREGA, TDWEt HA&ER 

BY REQUEST aF THE REVENUE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT A 

COUNTY OR AN INCORPORATED CITY OR TOWN HAY ESTABLISH SY 

RESOLUTION EXCEPTIONS THAT WOULD REDVCE OR ELIMINATE THE 

STATUTE REQUIRING 6DO FEET TO SEPARATE THE PREMISES UF A 

BUSTNESS THAT SERVES AlCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FROM A PLACE DF 

WORSHIP DR SCHOOL; AMENDING SECTION 16-3-306, MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE DF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 16-3-306, MCA, is amended to read: 

"16-l-106. Proximity to chun.:hes and schools 

rest.ricted. Cl) txcept as provided in subsections (2).z. sftd 

(3), ~nd_!~l• no retail license may be issued pursuant to 

this code to any busines~ or enterprise whose premises are 

within 600 feet of and on the same street as a building used 

exclusively as a church, synagogue, or other place of 

~orship or ~s a scnool other than a commercially operated or 

postsecondary school. This distance shall be measured in a 

22 straight line from the center of the nearest entrance of the 

23 place of worship or school to the ne~rest entrance of tne 

24 licensee's premises. This section is a limitation upon the 

Z5 department's licensing authority. 
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(2) Ho~ever. the department •ay renew a license for 

any establishaent located in violation of this section if 

the licensee does not relocate his entrances any closer than 

the existinq entrances and if the establish•ent: 

{a) was located on the site before the place of 

worship or school opened; or 

(b) ~as located in a bona fide hotel, restaurant, or 

fraternal organization building at the site since ~anuary 1 9 

1931. 

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to licenses for the 

sale of beer, table wine, or both in the original package 

for off-premises consu~ption. 

!~l__lb&_~~Lning_body of a countY• fOR THAT AREA Of 

I!!f-~!JUfiiL_jj!U_JUllWI THE C!!BPORAIE L ll.lliS Of A C Uy OR 

I~1 QC an i ot.J:ll:Jl2J:jlted ( i ty or _town may adQ.p_:L__Q.x: 

~lYtian_g~~~jons that would red~ elimjnate 

Uu:..__~0:2=fwn-t::ulL_i(L sub sect i gn_t.U.._II:lLLii1Q..Ult..ion m••st 

~~Lf¥-1b~eas~-•bx-aD-£~tioo js necessary and the 

lli.it.o1ll'-ll--in_fjj5!:t_tbii.L>Ipolies wjtbjn the cou.nt.t._IU ttw cjty 

2L-tWIP-ll.milJi.A" 

-End-

-2-
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