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& A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND
5 CLARIFY THE LAMS RELATING TO RUDENT CONTROL DISTRICTS:
] CHANGING THE NAME OF THE BDARD AND DISTRICTS; PROVIDING FOR
T THE TERM OF OFFICE FOR VYERTEBRATE PEST MANAGERMENT 'BUARD
B MEMBRERS; AMENDING SECTIDNS T-22-2207« T-22-2209¢ T-22-2210¢
9 T-22-221%9 T1-22-22154 T-27-222Vs T-22-2222¢ T-22-2224y AND
10 T=22-2225y MCA™
11
12 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
13 Section le Section 7-22-2Z0Ty HCAy is amended to read:
14 "7-22-2207. Definitionss As used in this parts unless
15 the context indicates otherwises the following definitions
16 applys
17 {1} *“Board™ meanzs the redent—contred varichraty gast
18 s3nagement board for a districte
19 (2} "Department® means the department of Viveastock.
20 (3} ®District® means a vertebrate pest managesent
21 district created under the provisions of this parte
22 {4) "Fund® means the redent-contred yertehrate pest
23 mapagesent district fund authorized by 7-22-2221.
Z24 {5) *=Governing body" means the governing body
25 specified in the alternative form of government adopted by a
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countye
{6) ™Rodent™ 2ygridbrate pgest™ weans Ectumbis-grouvnd
satirrel-tettellgs-cotvmbionuadr-Richord ground-——aquirred

T teEeeitus-—riehardasanii-fy—Aronstus-ground-squirsret-{ciceliuy

Section 2. Section 7-22-220%y MCAy is amended to read:

*T-22-220%« Application to Jeased Tands. Lessees of
land within the district are 1liable for assessments and
levies for redent-rentrod yertehrate gost sanagesent and
must comply witht 7-22-2224 and 7-22-2225 unless the lecase
specifically forbids redent———econtred yertebrate . pest
managesent through chemical or other means."

Sectiori 34 Section T-22-2210s MCA, is amended to read:

"7-22-2210. Rodent-—contro}

districts authorized, The governing body  of a county wmay
create a district as pravided in this parte A district may

not contain any city or townh."

INTRODUCED BILL
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Section 4. Section T-22-Z214y MCAy is amended to read:

"1-22~2214. Hearing — decisione (1} On the date set
for the hearings the governing body shall hear comsents on
the proposed districts If objections have been filed by
owners of at least 51% of the land within the districty the
governing body shall .deny the getition request and m®ay not
create the districtse Prior to creating a districts the
governing body shall make a finding that creation of the
district Is in the best interests of the district lands and
residentsa The decision on whether te grant or deny the
petition request shall be made within 10 days of the
hearinge

{2) The decision is to be made by an order recorded in
the minutes of the governing body. If the district is to be
craatedy the order shall state the name of the districts
describe the district boundarfesy and provide -any other
information needed to describe the Tand included within the
district,

{3) A landowner within the proposed district after the
initial boundaries have been established mays by petitioning
the bosrd-of-county-commissioners governing bodys have all
or & portion of the lands owned by himself removed from
consideration for inclusion within the districts. This

Tandowner musty however, agreée in writing to controi-rodents
sandge vertebrate pests on his land within a 250-yard buffer
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zone of the district boundary.”

Section 5. Section 7-22-221%, MCA+ Is amended to reads:

*7-22-2215. Redent—eontrol Yertobrate past sanagoesent
boards {11 (a) YThe governing hodys ugop the crestion .of —a
vertabrate gest wsacagement districts sball appoint o
vertobrate pest sanagesent board compesed of nget less than
three or sore than five membarse

4ib). _Each mewmber of the board sust be ap elector within
the bpundaries of the districts

ic)y Meabers of the board are public officecss

L) __The county extension agenk In a county electing to
ﬁ:ﬂﬂxﬂ_.a._!szs2hIa&a__nast__lanagslnnt__d1:::1:1__13__an_ax

153 The county weed board appointed und.r'w-zz—zfos
shed¥ may be appainted hy the govergiog body to _also serve
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Section 6« Section 7-22-22214 MCAy is amended to read:

"1-22-2221« Redent—cowtred Yeriebrate pest mapagesent
funde (1) The governing body shall establish a special Funde

to be known as tha rodent—centro¥ yertehcrate pest magdgement
district fundes for each district in the county. Money in the
fund wmay bhe expended anly for district administrative costs
and the expenses of establishing and implesenting a rodent
abatement yeriebrate pest wanagement programe

(2) The county treasurer Is the administrator of ‘the
fund and shall draw warrants on the fund by ovrder of the
governing body. Warrants shal) be ordered by the goveraing
body when so requested by the board.™

Section Te Section T-22-2222, MCAy is amended to read:

"7-22-2222. H¥Hr Yertebrate pest managguepk district
mill levy authorizede {1} To administer and implement a
rodent--—sbetement diztrict vyertebrate pest  sanagesent
prograse the governing body may levy a taxs not to exceed 2
mrillsy on the taxable value of the horticulturals Faraings
grazingy forests and railroad lands within the district« The

proceeds of the levy are to be placed in the district Ffunde
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under [section 137"

Section 8, Section 7-22-2224y MCAy is amended to read:

u7-22-2224« Implementation of rodent————cantre’d
vartebrate pest _managemant. (1} Whenever the beoard has
reason to beliave a rodent——controd yoriehrate pest
nanagesent problem existsy it shall inspect the affected
land and may issue an order to the landowner to take the
appropriate action. The order +to the landowner may only
require that affected lands be treated within a 250~-yard
buffer rone of the adjacent district lands.

{2) 1If the order is not obeyed in the time specified
in the orders the board shall take the necessary steps to
control the vedemt yerichrate pest problems The expenses of
the board In carrying out these measures shall be paid from
the fund by the governing body.®

Section 9. Section 7-22-2225y HCAy Is amended to read:

"T~-22-2225+. Reimbursement of funde. - {1} HWhenever the
board has undertaken redent—eontred yertebrate pest
Eanagement pursuant to T7-22-22244 the landowner shald
reimburse the fund for the expenses related to rodent
eantkred vertehrate pesi mapagement on his tandsa The board
mays, by written contract with the landowners agree to extend
the reimbursement over a period not to exceed 5 yearse.

(2) The agreement wmay provide for the reimbursement

payments to be collected with property taxesy and in this

—6—
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cases the board shall inform the county clerk of the lands
to be charged and the amount to be placed on the tax notice.
Upon receipt of tha payments the county clerk shall deposit
it In the fund."

NEM SECTIOMs Section 10. County to cooperate with
others in controlling vertebrate pests. {1) The governing
body shall cooperate with the departwent of livestock in the
wmanagesent - of vettebrate pests when they are injurious to

agriculturey other industries, and the public healthe. This

‘cooperation shal}l be in accordance with organized and

systesatic plans of the department of livestock covering the
methods and procedures to be followed in the aanagemsent of
vertebrata pests.

{2) The governing bodys Ie cooperation with the
department of livestocke may enter into cooperative
agreewents with state and federal governmental agenciess
counties, assocliationsy corporationsy or Individuals when
cooperation Is necessary ta prosote the managesent of
vertebrate pestse.

NEM SECTIONs Section 11, Agreements with departsent
of livastotike. For the purpose of [séction 10 js the governing
body shall enter into written agreements with the department
of livestock covering the methods and procedures to be
followed in the management of vertebrate pestsy the extent

of supervision to be exercised by the governing bodys and

-
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the use and expenditure of funds appropriatede

NEH_SECTION. Section 12. County vertebrate pest
wmanagement - fund established. A county vertebrate pest
management fund is established. The fund shall be made
permanently. available and is appropriated for expenditure by
the governing body in the manner provided in [section 14].

NEW SELYIONs Section 13. Fipancing of county
vertebrate pest management programse (1) The governing body
may?:

. {a) appropriate from the county general fund not in
excess of $10000 annually and transfer same %o the county
;fnrtebrat- pest management fund;

{b}] levy a tax of not to exceed Z mills on the taxable
valuation of all agriculturale horticulturaly grazings and
timber lands and their improvesments; or

{c} both make such appropriation and tevy such tax.

{2) The tax provided for in subsection (1)(b) shall be
collacted as other county taxes and credited to the county
vertebrate pest managemant fund,.

NEM. SECTION. Sec;ion 14« Expenditures for supplies
and services authorizede In order to perform vertebrate pest
managements the governing body may make necessary
expenditures from the county vertebrate pest management fund
for dquipments wmaterialse suppliess and  ather expensess

includinyg expenditures for personal servicesy as may be

-8~



v

L- 2 - )

10
i1
12
13
14
15
16
1T
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LC 0269701

necessary to execute the functions imposed upon them by this
parte

MNEN SECTIDNe Section 15. Acquisition and sale of
vertebrate pest management suppliese (1) In addition to the
expenditures authorized in {section 14}y the governing body
Is authorized to:

(a) purchase vaertebrate pest wmanagement suppliessy
including baitss for the wuse of cooperating govermmental
agencies, counties, associationss corporationsy or
individuals in the management of vertebrate pests; and

(b) make these supplies and baits available to such
cooperators at approximate cost.

(2) The receipts from the sale of such supplies and
baits shall be credited to the county vertebrate pest
management funde

NEW SECTIONe Section 16« Initial - appointments to
vertebrate pest management boarde Initiallys at 1least one
member of the vertebrate pest wanagement board shall be
appointed to serve a l-year termy at least one member shall
be appointed to serve a 2-year terms and at Teast one meaber
shall be appointed to serve a 3-year tera.

NEM SECTI0ON. Section 17. Coordination instruction. If

Bi1lt NoOe [LC 416]+ transferring vertebrate pest

management vesponsibility from the department of livestock

to the department of agricuiturey is passed and approvedy

e

W

wm

=)
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references to "the department of livestock® in this act are
amended to read “department of agriculturew,

HNEW_SECTIDNe Section 18e Codification instructiona
Sections 10 through 15 are intended to be codified as an
integral part of Title 7T+ chapter 22y part 22+ and the
provisions of- Title 7Ty chapter 22: part 22y apply to
sections 10 through 15.

-End-

-10~



STATE OF MONTANA

088-83
REQUESTNO.
FISCAL NOTE
Form BD-15
in compliance with a written request received January 13, .19 83 , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for House Bill 159

pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).
Background information used in deveioping this Fiscal Note is available from the QOffice of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon request. :

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

House Bill 159 would revise and clarify the laws relating to rodent control districts,
change the name of the board and districts; and provides for the term of office of
vertebrate pest management board members.

COMMENTS:

This legislation will have no effect on state revenue or expenditures.

LOCAL IMPACT:

It is not possible to estimate the revenue or expenditures to the counties. The

counties may appropriate up to §10,000.00 or levy a 2 mill tax on the lands included

in a vertebrate pest management district; or both. At present, there is no way of
knowing the value of lands to be accessed. The level of expenditures is dependent

on how often the Vertebrate Pest Management board members meet, the duration of the
meetings and the distances traveled to and from the meetings. The amount of expenditures
would also depend on the number of districts, the number of members on each board

and the level of vertebrate pest management problems within them.

FISCAL NOTE 4:G/1

@Mhi&q

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Program Planning

Date: )')7‘Y3
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HOUSE BILL NO. 159

INTRODUCED BY ELLISONy BERTELSENy ASAYs GRAHAM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO GENERALEY-REVISE-ANG
ELAREFY =~ FHE«~EANS—~REEATENG~-FB—-REDENT--EANFRAE-—BISFRIEF 5T
EHANEEING-—FHE-NAME-BF - FHE-DOARB-ANB~BISFREIEFS+-PROVIDING—FOR
FHE-FERM-BF ~BF FEEE~~FER -~ VERFEGRATE——PEST—~MANAGEHENT——BBARD
MEMBERS +——AMENBING-SEEFFENS-F-22~220Fy—F-22-2209y~T~22-22}0y
F-22-22 3 4y-F=22 =222 5y-F=22-222 1y~ F=22-2RRRy—~F-ER-B2R&4v~-~AND
F-22-2225vy--MEA REYISE IHE_RODENT CONTROL LAM: IO AUIHDRIZE
IHE_GOYERNING BDOY OF A_COUNYY TQ_ESTABLISH.__A__PRGGRAM FOR
IHE_MANAGEMENT AND SUPPRESSION OF YERYEBRAIF PESTSZ AMENDING
SECYIONS _7-22-2207~ I-22:-2215s _AND 1-22-221fis MLAZ _AKD
BROVIDING AN _IMMEDIATE EEFECTIVE OATE."

BE IT ENMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
(Refer to Introduced Bjll)
strike everything after the enacting clause and insert:
Section 1« Section 7-22-220Ty MCAs is amended to read:
n1=22-2207T. Definltions. As used in this party unless
the context indlcates otherwises the following definitions
apply:
{1) ™Board" means the rodent controel board for a
district.

(2} “oDepartment®™ means the department of livestocke
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{3) "District™ means a rodent control district created
under the provislons of this parts

(4} "Fund* means the rodent coatrol district fund
authorized by T-22-2221.

{(5) ™Governing body" means the governing body
specified in the alternative form of government adopted by a
county.

(6} "Rodent™ means Columbia ground squirrel [Eitedius
Spernophilus columbianus)e Richardson ground squirrel
(E+tetius Spermaophilus richardsonii), Aramatus ground
squirrel [E+tedius Spermophilus aramatus)s thirteen-striped
ground squirrel (E+telius Spermophilus triecemlineatus),
pocket gopher (Thomomyss various species)e Field mice
{Microtus, various species)es and prairie dog (Cynomys
Judovicianus)e™

Section 2. Sectlon T-22-2215+ MCAs is amended to read:

MT-22-2215« Rodent control boarde {1} _A_governing hody
creating.a.codent_control district shall gpgoint _a__rodent
control __hoard _composed._of_pet.less thap tbiee or.marg than
five mepbersa.lhe_counky extension ageont is _aon..ex officio
mepher._of__the_  _boards _Each seabecr_cf.iba_board sust.be_an
electoc and_reside_withjo the districts

12}, _Roard. mgabers_ssrye J-year silaggered. termwss. (f the
oembers_ficst appeinted. to_a boards.at least one.shall. secxe

2.l-year_tecrm and at_least ope shall._sarve 8.2-year terse

-2 HB 159
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42)_ . Each membar of the board is_entitled tos

La}._a wileage .aliowance as provided in _2=18:503 .for
the__distance _actually. and_pnecessacily iraveled to.pecform
official _dutiesi ang

fb)._per_dise_expasnses _establisbed _by_ _the__governiog
bodys

£4) The county wasd board appointed under 7-22-2103
sha¥d pay_he_appointed by the governing body Lo also serve
as the rodent control boards.__in. . which case _the
qualificationss_tersss compensations mileages__and _expenses
of _the..rodent _control _board are the sase as thosg of the
county_weed_board and subsectigos (1) _througb _(3)__do oot
arely."

Section 3. Section 7-22-2216y NCAs is amended to read:

"T-22-22160e Board powerss [l}) The board may:

t¥+La) develop and administer a program for the
abatement and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within
the district;

¢2%({b) employ such assistants and employees as are
necessarys;

¢+32{c} opurchase or lease such equipments materiales or
sarvices as are considered necessary for an effective
control program;

t4¥(d) sel)l or lease Such equipments materialy or

services to district landeowners or residents as are

=-3- - HB 159

oW -

~ o o\

10
1t
12
13
L4
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24

25

HB 0159702

considered necessary to Implement the rodent abatement
program;

t5¥(a) cooperate with any corporations associations
groups individuale or state or federal aqgency in rodent
abatewment programs;

+611£) receive gifts or grants for the implementation
of a rodent abatement program; and

1¥¥Lg) enter district lands in orfder to Survey and
study conditions and to Iimplement a rodent abatement
programne

£21.__Ihe board shall cooparate wWitb the _department in
the.aapagesent _and_suppression of rodept pesti_and_may senter
into wristen_agracments with.ihe denarimente™

NEW_SECIIONs Section 4. Definitions. AS used in
[sectlions &4 thraough 9]y the following definitions apply:

(1} ™Department™ means the department of livestocke.

(2) ®“Governing body®™ means the governing body
specified by the form of government adopted by a county.

{3) "™Management of vertebrate pests™ means the correct
identification of a vertebrate pest; recognition of its
biclogical and environmental needs; assessment of the pest's
damagery injuryes or nuisance to agricultures industrys or the
public prior to selecting and implementing any integrated or
individual control methods to reduces preventy OF Suppress

such damagey nuisances or injury; and evaluating the effects

-4 HB 159
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of thase control methods.

(%#) "™vVertebrate pests® means jackrabbitss prairie
dogss ground squirrelss pocket gophersy ratsey mices skunkse
raccosnse bats, and the following depredatory and nuisance
birds:s blackbirdss cowbirdse starlingss house sparrowse and
feral pigeonsy when such aninals and birds are injurious to
aqricalturey other industriess ar the publica.

NEH_SECTIONs Section 5. Management of vertebrate
pestse (1) A governing body wmay establish a program to
manage and suppress vertebrate pestsas

{2} A governing body that estaplishes a program under
subsection {1} must cooperate with the department in the
management and suppression of vertebrate pestsy iIncluding
cooperation in reqard to the department's organized and
systematic plans covering methods and procedures to be
followed in the management and suppression of vertebrate
pests-

{3) A governing body, in cooperation with the
departments may enter into cooperative agreements with state
and federal governmental agencless countiess rodent control
districtsy associationss corporationss or individuals when
cooperation is necessary to promote the management and
suppression of vertehrate pestsa

NEM_SECIION: Section 6. Agreements with departmente

A governing bodys when cooperating with the departments may

-5- HB 159
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enter into written aqreements with the departwent of
livestock covering the methods and procedures to be followed
in the managament and suppression of vertebrate pestss the
extent of supervision to be exercised by the governing bodyy
and the use and expenditures of state and county money.

MEW_SECIIONs Section Te County vertebrate pest
management fund« A governing body that establishes a program
to manage and suppress vertebrate pests must establish a
county vertebrate pest management Ffunds from which the
governing body may appropriate money for the operation of
the proqgrama.

NEM_SECTIONa Section 8« Financing of vertebrate pest
management program -- taxe {1} A governing body eay:

{a) appropriate from the county general fund an amount
not in excess of $10y000 annually and transfer it to the
county vertebrate pest management fund; and

{b) levy a vertebrate pest nmanagement tax not to
exceed 2 mills on the taxable valuation of all agricultural,
horticulturals grazings and timber lands and their
improvementse tand within a rodent control district may not
be toxed in any given year under both 7-22-2222 and this
saction for the contrel of rodents as defined in 7-22-2207.
Land within a rodent control district may be taxed under
this section only a dollar amount that is proportional to

part of the vertebrate pest program®s projected fiscal year

-6- HB 159
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budget which Is allocated to the management and suppression
of vertebrate pests other than rodentse

(2) The tax provided for In subSection (1) wmust be
collected as other county taxes and credited to the county
vertebrate pest management funde.

NEM_SECIIONs Section 9. Expenditures for supplies and
services authorizeds A governing body say make necessary
expenditures from the county vertebrate pest management fund
for eguipmenty materialss suppliesy personal servicesy and
other expenses. A governing body may also purchase
vertebrate pest management supplies and equipment for use by
cooperating governmental agenciesy countiess rodent control
districtsy associationss corporationss or individuals in the
management of vertabrate pests if the governing body charges
such users the approximate cost of the supplies and
equipnent. Receipts from the resale of such supplies and
equipment to the cooperating users must be credited to the
county vertebrate pest wanagement funde

NEW_SECI1QN. Section 10. Coordination instructions 1f
House B111 Noe 85+ transferring vertebrate pest management
responsibility from the department of livestock to the
department of agriculture, is passad and approvads
refareactes to the "department of livestock™ in this act are
akanded to read “department of agriculture®.

NEW_SECTIQN. Section 1ll. Effective date. This act is

=T~ HB 159

1

effective on passage and approvalas

-End~-
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HOUSE BILL NOe 159
INTRODUCED BY ELLISCNy BERTELSENy ASAYe GRAHAM

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO GENERALLY-REVISE-AND
ELAREFY «FHE = =AW 5==REEATF ENG—~F B~—RODENF--CONFASL--BESTREEFSY
EHANGE N G=~FHE~NANE-OF - FHE~-BOARB —AND~BEISFREIEFSH-PREVESENS—FOR
FHE-FERM—OF-OFF 36 E~~FOR~«VERFERARATE=~PESF~ ~NANAGENENT-~-DBARD
MEMBERS $~—AMENDENG-SECFEIONG~T—2 22283 y-F=22-2209y~-F~2i=2230y
Fouiepgiigy=Todpr3 L Sy-~Foiideddi}g~F=2i=ER2 Ry~ ~F=R R R ENHe~—AND
F~22=2225v--NBA RBEYISE _JHE_RODENT CONTROL LAW: TO AUTHORIZE
IME GOYERNING BODY DE_A_COUNTY T0. ESTABLISU..4._ PROGRAM _EOR
IHE_MANAGEMENT _AND_SUPPRESSION OF YERIEGRATE_PESIS: AMENQING
SECTIANS _7-22-2207s  1~222215as...AN0. 1=22-2216s . MCAS _AND
PROVIDING. AN _IMMEDIAYE EFEECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LéGISLATURE OGF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
{Refer to Introduced Bill)
strike everything after the enacting clause and insert:
Saction 1. Section 7-22-220Ty MCA+ is amended to read:
=7-22-2207. Definitions. As used in this parts unless
the context indicates otherwises the following definitions
apply:
(i} *™Baard® weans the rodent control board for a
districte

{2} "“Department™ means the department of livestocke.

L I B - R I

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

HB 0159702

{3) "District™ means a rodent contral district created
under the provisions of this parte.

{(4) ™Fund® wmeans the rodent control district fund
authorized by 7-22-2221.

{5) *™Governing body" means tha governing body
specified Iin the alternative form of government adopted by a
county.

(6) %“Rodent™ wseans (olumbia ground squirrel {(&teedius
Specmophilus columbianus}e Richardson ground squirrel
{Ettetius Sosreaphilus richardsonii)s Aramatus ground
squirrel (Efteddus Spermgphilus aramatus)s thirteen—striped
ground squirre? (Eitedtes 3Jpermophilus trieceml ineatus)s
pocket gopher (Thomomyss various species)s field mice
{Microtusy various species)y and prairie dog (Cynomys
Tudovicianus).™

Section 2. Section 7~22-2215y MCAs is amended to read:

"T-22~-2215« Rodent control board. {1} _A_governing bhody
creating_a_rodent control district_shall. _apagict._a__rodeot
control __hoard _composed of pot_less thao thres or more than
five memhers. Yhe county extension agent is__ao__ex officic
meaber__gf _the _boards _Each wesbsr_of the board must be an
elector.and reside witbio the districts

12)__Board.sesbers.serye 3zyear. Staggered tarsse 0f the
peshers_flrsi appointed. to a_boards at least ooe_shall serye
a-l=yeaf tecm and at leasy ope.sball _Sefve . p Z-ygar telfma

-2 HB 159
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13} _Each maphac_of the hoard. is sotitled tos

1al__a_sileage. allowanse 45 provided. in_ . 2:218-503  for
the . distapcs actually. _and necassarlly travelad to perfors
afficial dusiesi_aond

D)..par dise expenses. _establisbed by _the _gowerning
bogdya

{4} The county waed board appointed under 7-22-2103
sheld may_ba_apueinted by the goessping body Lo _alse serve
as the rodent control boards___in. . _uwhich case the
qualifications:-termss . cospensations ailaages _apd _expaosas
of __the..rodent _coutrol. board are the sase.as.thoss of the
sounty.used _board and subsgctiocos (k). through (3)__de oot
apnly.®

Section 3. Section T=22-2216y HCAs is amended to read:

"J-22~2216e Board powarse (1) The board may:

t¥3(a) develop and adainister a program for the
abatement and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within
the district;

¢2¢4{ih) employ such assistants and employees as are
necessary;

t37ic) purchase or lease such equipment, materialy or
services as are consideared necessary for an effective
control program;:

t4¥id) sell or 1lease such equipment, materialey or

services to district Jlandowners or resideats as are
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considered necessary to implament the rodent abatement
prograws

£53L(e) cooperate with any corporationy assoclationy
groups individualy or state or federa! agency in rodent
abatement programsi

t631f) receive gifts or grants for che implementation
of a rodent abatement programi and

+#349) enter district lands in order t0 survey and
study conditions and to Implement a rodent abatement
prograne

L2y _Ibe board.shall coopscate with the _degacteent _in
the_sapagesent aond_supnrsssipn of .rodeot pesis.add may enter
into wristan agreessnts with Lbe dagactesots"®

NEM_SECTION. Section 4« Defimitions. AS used in
[sections & through $]¢ the following definitions apply:

(1) *"Department™ means the departeent of livestock.

(2) *=Governing body" means the governing body
specified by tha form of government adopted by a countys

{3} "NManagement of vertebrate pests™ means the correct
identification of a vartebrate pest; recognition of its
biclaogical and environwmental needs; assessmant of the pest®s
damages injuryy or pulsance to agriculturey industryy or the
publit prior to selecting and isplementing any integrated or
indivi dual control methods to raduces pravents oOF SUPPress

such damagey nuisances or injurys and evaluating the effects

= HB 159
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of these control methods.

{#) "™Vertebrats pests® means Jackrabbitss prairie
dogss ground squirrelss pocket gopherss ratss mices skunkse
raccoonsy batse and the following depredatory and nuisance
birds: blackbirdsy cowbirdss: starlingss house sparrowss and
feral pigeonss when such animals and birds are injurious to
aqriculturey other industriess or the publice

NEM_SECYION. Section 5. Management of vertebrate
pestse (1) A governing body may establish a prograw to
manage and suppress vertebrate pestse

(2) A governing body that establishes a program under
subsection (L) must cooperate with the departaent in the
management and supprassion of veftebrate pestsy Including
cooperation in regard to the department's organized and
systematic plans covering msethods and procedures to be
folloved in +the management and suppression of vertebrate
pestse

{3) A governing bodyy in cooparation with the
departmenty may anter into cooperative agreements with state
and ¥aderal governmental agencliess courtiess rodent control
districtss associationsy corporationse or Individuals when
cooperation is necessary to promote the management and
suppression of vertebrate pestse.

NEM_SECIION. Section 6. Agreements with department.

A governing bodys when cooparating with the departments wmay

=-5= HB 159
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enter Into written agreements with the departmsent of
livestock covering the methods and procedures to be followed
in the management and suppression of vertebrate pestsy the
extent of supervision to be exercised by the governing bodyy
and the use and expenditures of state and county moneye.

HEE_SECTION. Section 7« County vertebrate pest
management fund. A governing body that establishes a program
to manage and suppress vertebrate pests must establish a
county vertebrate pest management fundy from which the
governing body may appropriate money for the operation of
the programe

NEM_SECTIIONs Section Bs Financing of vertebrate pest

management program -—— taxe {1} A governing body say:

{a) appropriate from the county general fund an amount
not in excess of $£104000 annually and transfer it to the
county vertebrate pest management fund; and

tb) levy 2 vertebrate pest management tax not to
exceed 2 mills on the taxable valuation of all agricultural,
horticuleuraly qgrazings and timber lands and their
improvements. Land within a rodent contro) district may not
be taxed in any given year under both 7-22-2222 and this
saction For the control of rodents as defined in 7-22-2207.
Land w#ithin a rodent control district may be taxed under
this section only a dollar amount ihat is proportional to

part of the vertebrate pest program's projected fiscal year

&= HB 159
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budget which is allocated to the management and supprassion
of vertebrate pests other than rodantse

{2) The tax provided for in subsection (1} must be
collected as other county taxes and credited to the county
vertebs ate pest management fund.

NEM _SECTION. Section 9, Expenditures for supplies and
services authorizeds A governing body may sake necessary
expenditures from the county verteprate pest management fund
for equipment, materialiss suppliess personal servicess and
other eApenses. A governing body may also purchase
vertebrate pest ianlgclant supplles and equipment for use by
cooperating governmental agenciess countiese rodent control
districtsy associationsy corporatfuns- or individuals in the
nanagement of vertebrate pests (f the governing body charges
such users the approximate cost of the supplies and
aequipsent. Receipts from the resales of such supslies and
equipsent to the cooperating users aust be credited to the
county vertebrate pest sanagement fund.

NEM_SECIIONs. 5Section 0. Coordination instructione If
House BIl1 No« 859 transferring vertebrate pest management
responsibitity from the department of livestock to the
departaent of agricultures is passad and approvedys
referepces to the “department of Jivestock™ In this act are
amanded to read “departmunt of agriculture®.

NEM_SECTION, Section 1i. Effective dates This act s

-7 HB 159%
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effective on passage and approvale

-End-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 159

INTRODUCED 8Y ELLISONs BERTELSENs ASAYr GRAHAM

a4 BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TD GENERALEV-REVISE—AND
ELARIF¥~FHE——LANS ~—REEATEING~—FO—-ROOENT--CONFROL~-DESFRECFST
EHANGENG-~FHE~NAME—8F=FHE-BOARD-AND-DESTRIEFS - PROVIDEING-FOR
FHE-FERM-BF ~OF FEEE~~FOR~~FERFEBRAFE-—PESF——MANAGEMENT -~ BBARS
MEMBERS T~ -AMENDENG-SECFEONS - F-22-220F y-7-22~2269y-F-22-2228y
F-22-2Rd4v-F-22-221Sv-~F-22-~2R2 by-TF-2R-REERv~—F~22-22d4vy~-~AND
F-22-2225y--MEA BEYISE IHE EODENT CONTROL LAN: TO AUTHORIZE
IME_GOVERNING BO0Y.DF A LCUNIY IO ESTARIISH..A__ PROGRAM _FOR
JHE. MANAGEMESI AND SUPPRESSION OF MERIERBATE PFSISZ AMENDING
SECIIONS. 1=22x2201s_ I=22-2215e .AND_ T-22-2216s _MOAS__AND
BBOYIDING AN_IMMEDXATE EEEECTIVE DATE.®

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:S
(Refer to Introduced Bill}
Strike everything after the enacting clause and iﬁsert:
Ssection 1« Section 7-22-2207» MLCAy is amended to read:
n"I~22-2207. Definitionss As used in this parts untess
the context indicates otherwises the following definitions
apply:

(1) ™Board™ means the rodent control board fer a
districte

(2) *™Department® means the department of Tivestocke
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{3) ™District™ means a rodent control district created
under the provisions of this parts

{%) “Fund™ means the rodent control district fund
authorized by 7-22-2221.

{5) ;Governing body*® means the governing body
specifiad in the alternative formrof government adopted by a
countys

(6) "Rodent™ means Columbia ground squirrel (&itedius
spermaphilus columbianus)e Richardson ground squirrel
(e#tettus  Spermophilus richardsonii)e Aramatus ground
squirrel (Et+eedtos Spermephilus aramatus)s thirteen-striped
ground squirrel (6ivedlius Spermonhilus triecemlineatus)y
pocket gophezr (Thomomyss various species)s field mice
{Microtuss varlous species)s and prairie dog (Cynomys
Tudovicianus).®

Section 2. Section T-22-2215+ MCAy iS5 amended to read:

n71-22-2215« Rodent control board. (l}_A_goyerning body
cceaking_a raodant conptrol disielct snall. appgint  a. rodent
cootrol__board. compased of pox._less thao three gr _more than
five remhecfsas.The county extension agent is. an__gx _officio
asphec..of _the_ _boacda. Each_member_of the_ board myst be an
glector_aond. reside witbin the districts

~ dl2l__Board meobecs.serve 3oyear Skaggered terds. Of the
peambers_flrst. appointed to 3 boards at least one shall_serxe
a.lzyear. tecm. and_at least ooe_shall Serye a_2-year torde
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L3) _Each smepber_ of ibae board is eptitled.ta

fal__a_mlleage allowance.as-nrexlded _in_ 2-182503 _for
the..distaoce. .actyally _and.necessacily-traveled to perform
official .dutiesi_and

ih} _per diee sxpensas. established. by _the _goveroing
bodya

{%4) The county weed board appointed under 7-22-2103
shedd Bay_he.appeiotad. by.ihe governing-hody.to.-alse serve
as the rodent control boardy___ o . which_ _case. .the
of _ithe _rodeot cootrol  board acre.the same as those of the
soupiy. ueed. board and subsections (1) _through . (31 _deo__oght
apply-"

Section 3. Section T-22-2216y MCAy is amended to read:

#7-22-2216« Board powerse [l) The board may:

t+4ia) develop and administer a program for the
abatement and alleviation of rodent pest conditions within
the districts

+24Lb) employ such assistants and employees as are
necessary; -

t33(c)l purchase of Vgase sSuch equipsents materials or
aervices as are consldered neﬁqssa}y for an effective
contrel progrem:

t*rid)l sell or lease suych equipment, materiale or

services to district laaqauners ar residants as are
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considered necessary to implement the rodent abatement
program;

£533(e) cooperate with any corporations associationy
groups individuale or state or federal agency in rodent
abatesent programs;

t944f) receive gifts or grants for the implementation
of a rodent abatement program; and

¢t*¥4gl enter district lands in order to survey and
study' conditions and to implement a rodent abatewent
Progrina

L2)__Ibe board shall cooperate with the .depactsent_ ie
the_wapagesent _and suppression of rodeot_pesis. aod way_eoter
ioto written sgreesents with the depactsent.”

NENM.SECIIONe Section 4« Definitionse As used in
[sections 4 through 9]+ the following definitions apply:

(1) ™Department” means the department of livestocke.

{2) ®“Governing body"™ @vans the governing body
specified by the form of government adopted by 3 countyes

{3) "Management of vertebrate pests™ means the correct
identification of a vertebrate pestd recognition of its

biological and environmental needs; assessment of the pest's

damages injurye or nuisance to agriculturey industrys or the

public prior to selecting and Implamenting any Integrated or
indgividual control methods to reduces preventes of suppress

such damagey nuisances or injury; and evaluating the effects

-t H8 159
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of th2se control methodss

{%) "Vertebrate pests®™ means jackrabbitse prairie
dogse ground squirrelsy pocket gophers, ratsy micey skunkss
raccoonses batss and the following depredatory and nuisance
birds: blackbirdss cowbirdss starlingsy house sparrowss and
feral pigeonss when such animals and birds are injurious to
agqriczultures other industriess or the publice

MEW SECIIGN. Section S« Management of vertebrate
pestse (1) A governing body may establish a program to
manage and suppress vertebrate pests.

{2) A governing body that establishes a program under
subsection (1) must cooperate with the department in the
managzment and suppression of vertebrate pestss including
cooperation in regard to the department's organized and
systenatic plans covering methods and oprocedures to be
focllosed in the mahagement and suppression of vertebrate
pestse

{3) A governing bodys in cooperation with the
departmenty may enter into cooperative agreements with state
and faderal governmental agenciess countiess rodent control
districtsy associationss corporationsy of individuals when
cooperation is necessary to promote the management and
supprassion of vertebrate pests.

JEH_SECIIONN. Section 6. Agreements with departments

A govarning bodys+ when cocperating with the departments may
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enter into written agreements with the department of
tivestock covering the methods‘and procedures to he followed
in the management and suppression of vertebrate pestsy the
extent of supervision to be exercised by the governing body,
and the use and expenditures of state and county soney.

MEW_ SECJIONa Section 7. County vertebrate pest
management funde A governing body that establishes a program
to manage and suppress vertebrate pests must establish a
county vertebrate pest manacement funds from which the
governing body may abpropriate money for the operation of
the programe

NEH_SELIIQN. Section Be. Financing of vertebrate pest
wmanayement program -- taxs {1) A governing body may:

{a) appropriate from the county genseral fund an amount
not in excess of $104000 annually and transfer it to the
county vertebrate pest management fund; and

(o} levy a wvertebrate pest management tax not to
exceed 2 mills on the taxable valuation of alY agriculturals
horticulturaly grazing, and timber lands and their
improvements. Lang within a rodent control district may not
be taxed in 3any given year under both 7-22-2222 and this
section for the control of rodents as defined in 7-22-2207.
Ltand within a Vrodent control district may be taxed under
this section only a dollar amount that is propertional to

part of the vartebrate pest program's projected fiscal year

-6= H3 159
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budget which is allocated to the management and suppression
of vertebrate pests other than rodents.

{2y The tax provided for in subsection {l1) wmust be
collected as other county taxes and credited to the county
vertebrate pest mapagement fund.

SEY _SELTIONs Section 9. Expenditures for supplies and
services authorizeds A governing body may make necessary
expenditures from the county vertebrate pest management fund
for equipmenty materials, suppliess personal servicesy and
other expensess A governing body may also purchase
vertebrate pest management supplies and equipment for use by
coeoperating governmental agenciesy countiesy rodent control
districtsy associationsy corporationss or individuals in the
management of vertebrate pests if the governing body charges
such users the approximate cost of the supplies and
equipnent. Receipts from the resale of such supplies and
equipwent to the cooperating users must be credited to the
county vertebrate pest management fund. )

NEH SECIIONs Section 18. Coordination instructions If
House Bill Noe 85y transferring vertebrate pest management
responsibility from the department of Tivestock to the
department of agricultures is passed and approveds
references to the "department of livestock™ in this act are
amendad to read ®department of agricul ture%,

NEW, SECIIQHe Section 1lle Effective dates. This act is

-7- , HB 159
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effective on passage and approvale

—-End-
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