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INTRODUCED BY ~ . ; .~ 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLDNING THE COUNTY 

GOVERNING BODY TO APPOINT A BOARD OF ELECTION JUDGES TO BE 

DESIGNATED AS A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS; 

PRESCRIBING PROCEDURES FOR A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS; ELIMINATING THE PROVISION THAT ALLOWS AN ELECTOR 

WHO HAS VOTED BY ABSENTEE BALLOT TO VOTE IN PERSON ON 

ELECTION DAY; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-+-101• 13~13-20ft• 

13-13-233• AND 13-13-2ft3• MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BT THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

section lo Section 13-ft-101• MCA• Is a~nded to read• 

•13-ft-101o Appolntaent of election judges -beard other board$ of· election judges. (1) At le~st 30 days 

before the prl-ry election In even-nu-red y<iars. the 

county governing body shall appoint 3 or •ora election 

judges for each precinct, one of who• shall be designated 

chief judge. 

(2) A 5ee0ftd board of election judges• deslqnated as a 

counting board• aay be appointed In any precinct if 

recommended by the election ad•inistrator. 

(31 A bgard of elestton IUdQ.ti.a,__d&Ugpated aL_a 

courrt.i·DQ bOard_fgr abSentee ballots. May be_appgjnted to 

" ~ 
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Section z. Section 13-'13-20-\, MCAo~ Is •-nclect to reads 

•13-13-20-\o ~' l&tin~-o 

too uoke +ft""'1terMn----e.,.._. ~ · of j: absentee elector•s 

e-ketttott---.ltl)'-+o4'f'.,e111:-+tl-i:he_.,...,...._...._._.. 1• .. -..... 

,..tl+-et'-H'-l>e-~-tlh-.,....,,_~<lit-tter'lteet~ · re:feet:ect 

by-ott..-:fadges-ae-., ..... 'tur+"-~!l-t"5-'i!ti.-ii!MI-eMet ___ , wek 

deY-tc.!lt-ere-..-<IT-he--y-...-l>y-..,eM 1101: ·et'-.tev+ee. 

~t If an elector votes by absent~ ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day, his ballot 

doe5 not count.• 

Section 3. Section 13-13•233, NCA• Is a.anded to read• 

•13-13-233. Issue and record of absentee ~llots 

certificate. 11) The absentee ballots delivered shall be 

regular official ballots beginning with ballot nullber 1 and 

following consecutl vel y according to the -•er of 

applications for absentee ballots. 

(Z) The election aO.Inlstrator shall keep a record of 

all absentee ballots delivered, as well as of ballots •arkad 

before hi•• 

(3) The election administrator shall deliver to the 

chief election judges to whoa the ballots are delivered a 
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certificate statlngt 

CaJ the nu~er of absentee ballots delivered as well 

as those marked before hla; 

(b) the nuaber of ballots retained· for late absentee 

voting; and 

(cJ the na-s of the electors to -· such .,.l·tots 

were delivered or by whoa they have been ..,rked If aarked 

before hi•• 

<+l ·m. Gb!llt" el!!i:ttM ' ·kW )!bah 'il•*t ro· a 
cl!p!liolciKul$ JbcatiSHt etYt;be AAJllOG'' phc;it ;'f' 't!ittlf <k tiDe 

oallfiUi gt ilt-tctora~_. '*GG•Irlnq ···oa · tba ·ctrtlrJc•• :r..,g,~c•it 
upditr s@beCUM (lJ ·• 

Sect.lon ~. Section 13-13-2~3, "CAo Is -nded to reada 

•13-13-2~3. Rejected absentee ballots. (1) ' The 

rejected ballotso the applications. and all envelopes shall 

be enclosed In an envelope and sealed, and the judges shall 

write on the envalope ·•rejected ballot(sJ of absentee 

elector• (Writing In the elector's naaeJ• 

fi!) 'file anopeneol ebse•"~-l>eUo" ~ope of 8ft 

+tt-i:~!I-'H+-eltatt-loe-.et'l«!!e--.otee-+n-pet"eon•-.nol tnt"t.,.ed 

l>y--jori"r<tf--iot'le-etee .. en jaolgeso 

~tUl. The unopened absentee ballot envelope of an 

elector who dies before election day shall be aarked •dted 

before election day• and lnl'tlaled by a llajorlty of the 

-3-
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election judges If they are notified of the death on 

elect I on day. The election acbl nlstrator shall eake and sign 

the notation If notice of the death Is received before 

delivery of the absentee ballot to the polling place. 

~'Lll All rejected ballots shall be placed In the 

sealed package In which the voted ballots are required to be 

placed and may not be opened without a court order.• 

NEM -sgtxfgN. Section 5. CountIng board for absentee 

ballnts. (1) The election ad•inlstrator shall: 

(a) give special Instructions to any counting board 

for absentee ballots appointed under 13-4-101 on the proper 

procedUres for counting the absentee ballots; and 

(b) provide the fores and supplies necessary for the 

board to perfora Its duties• 

(2) The counting board for absentee ballots shall• 

(a) be sequestered In a rooe In the county courthouse; 

(b) start the count of the absentee votes cast. at any 

tlee prior to the closing of the polls but not before the 

polls open; and 

(c) follow the procedures outlined In 13-13-2~2 and 

13-15-103 for· the counting of the votes cast. 

(3) No election judge or other Individual having 

access to any results of early c-tlng aay disclose the 

lnforeatlon while the polls are open. 

1•1 ta) In addition to the official oath taken awtd 

-4-
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1 subscrlllotct to-- by tJ>e · election judges• the -lllbers CJif the 

Z counting board for abs_t_ ballots shall ~le" and • Sfgn 

3 the following aff'lraatlon: •I• •••••• will·-· dfscass or 

+ dlsclosa or allow anrone else to discuss or dlscles• to 

5 anyone the results of the earl f countIng of votes Vltlle tbe 

6 polls are open.• 

7 (b) The chief election judge shall witness and sign 

8 the afflr~tion. 

9 NEM.SfCTIQI. Section 6o Codification Instruct I on• 

10 Section 5 Is Intended to be codified as an Integral part of 

11 Title 13• chapter 15• part 1• and the provisions of Tlt1·e 13 

12 apply to section 5 •. 

-End-

-5-
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Approved by Cornrn. 
on Local Government 

HOUSE BILL NOo 152 

INTRODUCED BY KITSELHAN 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOWING THE COUNTY 

GOVERNING BODY TO APPOINT A BOARD OF ELECTION JUDGES TO BE 

DESIGNATED AS A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS; 

PRESCRIBING PROCEDURES FOR A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS; ELIMINATING THE PROVISION THAT AllOWS AN ELECTOR 

WHO HAS VOTED BY ABSENTEE BALLOT TO VOTE IN PERSON ON 

ELECTION DAY ~~S-~E HAS BEEN AN _fB£08 IN PRINTING 

lBSfHIEE BALLOTS OR _AN ABSEH!EE BALLQJ ~ QESTROYED; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-lt-101, 13-13-ZOit, 13-13-233, AND 

13-13-243, MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 13-4-101• MCA, is amended to read: 

Rl3-~-101. Appointment of election judges second 

bea~~ other bog~ of election judges. (1, At l~ast 30 days 

before ~he pri~ary election in even-numbered years, the 

county governing body shall appoint 3 or more election 

judges for each precinct, one of whoa shall be designated 

chief judge. 

(2) A seeGftd board of election judges, designated as a 

countinq board, may be appointed in any precinct if 

recoMmended by the election administrator. 
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C31 A bga~ of el~a__juages, designated a& a 

kaUDtiog board fgr absentee baJJots. •a¥ be appojnted tp 

c.mmL.a1l_aMe:D.t.ee:.-tta!].Qts fgr a 11 precincts if r ecpMeD£1ed 

bx_tha election_adminjstLA1A£&• 

Section z. Section 13-13-204, MCA, is a.ended to read; 

•13-13-204. E~ee~~--Y~ft~-a~en~ee-be++e~-ew~ho~Teed 

~e-¥e~e-~ft-P~~n----~~ee~ ~ AUIHQ&lii__TO VOTE IN 

ef&SQ~ -- PRINTING ERBQR OR BALLQT DESTRQXEQ EFFECT of 

absentee elector•s death. t~t-~~-eft--e~ee~e*--he~--vo~e~--ey 

ah5e~~e-be~Je•-~-en-e+ee~•en-eey-+~-p~ft~-+n-~he-ee~n~y 

e~-~le--~e--~e--~e-~e-po++~-o~-+f-he-~eeTns-h+~-absen~ee 

&a~~~he,-&een--rejee~--by--~he--judges--a,--pra¥+ded--+n 

~~~~~~~T--•~e-~ee~~--•ey--¥e~e-+n-~eft-s~hTs-po+++~g 

p~ee.-lf-vo~•n~-.ee~nes-o~-~e•+ee~e~e-use~y-he--aey--•o~e 

by--.eeh+ft~--er--dev+ee. !Ll--lf__AH__ELECTQR HAS VOTED BY 

ABSfMIEE_~QI_NJI THE ABSENTEf BALLOT tONTAINS__fRINTING 

EB&Q&S_Q&_Q~~O& IE !Hf ABSfNTff BlLLQT WAS QFSTBQYFDo 

IHE-_fLECTOB MAI VOTE IN PERSQN IN ANl_HANHE&_Al_HLl PQLLING 

ll~h 

t~tLZl If an etector votes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day, his ballot 

does not count.u 

Section 3. Section 13-13-233, HCA, is amended to read: 

"13-13-233. Issue and record of absen~ee ballots 

certificate. (1) The absentee ballots delivered shall be 

-2- HB 152 
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regular official ballots beginning with ballot nu•ber 1 and 

following consecutively according to the number of 

applications for absentee ballots. 

(2) The election administrator shall keep a record of 

all absentee ballots delivered, as well as of ballots marked 

before him. 

(3) The election ad•inistrator shall deli~er to the 

chief election judges to who• the ballots are delivered a 

certificdte stating: 

(a) the nueber of absentee ballots delivered as weJJ 

as those •arked before hi•; 

(b) the nu•ber of ballots retained for late absentee 

voting; and 

(C) the na .. s of the electors to whom such ballots 

were delivered or by who• they have been aarked If •arked 

before hi•• 

Lil--lbA-~bief election judge shall gost to a 

~gl~ugus l~on at the poJljng pla~jsj gf the 

na•e.LJlf ele,torL appaarlng on .tbL.._~:t.ifis:ate required 

U!llli:L.ill~llll.-Uis • 

Section ~. Sec~ion 13-13-2~3, NCA 9 is amended to read: 

•13-13-243. Rejected absentee ballots. (1) The 

rejected ballots, the applications. and all envelopes shall 

be enclosed in an envelope and sealed, and the judges shall 

write on the envelope •rejected ballot(s) of absentee 

-3- HB 152 
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elector• (writing in the e1ector•s name). 

t~t--fhe---unepened--ebsen~ee--ba++ot--enwe+ope--o~--eft 

e+ee~er-whe-hes-Yoted-+n-per$en-en-e+ee~~&ft-d8y-e$--praw+de~ 

+~~~~3-~e~-sfte~-&e-.er~~-••ee.e-•ft-per~e"._en~-•n+~+e+ed 

hy-a-maje~~y-e#~he-e~e~+on-j~~ 

lll___ll!E__ljfj!lfUff!L_t\BSENTEE UI..LIIL._fiDlfl..t!Pe OF AN 

fi.KI.Q& • .Iti!ILI:IA.LllllJED IN PEB~L-f&QfiQED IN 1l::U~ 

!l!l!iLI!f.JiABI~flL!!l!QlfiLl.li..llUD!I!!JHD INillAUJ2..JlLA..HAJ.Wil.U 

Qf_!HE ELECTION JUD~ 

f3~ The unopened absentee ballot envelope of an 

elector who dies before election day shall be marked "died 

before election day• and initialed by a •ajority of the 

election judges if they are notified of the death on 

election day. The election ad•inistrator shall .ake and sign 

the notation if notice of the death ts received before 

delivery of the absentee ballot to the polling place. 

t~t~ All rejec~ed ballots shall be placed in the 

sealed package in which the voted ballots are required to be 

placed and •ay not be opened without a court order.• 

HfH SECIJON 4 Section s. Counting board for absentee 

ballots. (1) The election ad•inistrato( shall: 

(a) give special instructions to any counting board 

for absentee ballots appointed under 13-4-101 on the proper 

procedures for counting th8 absentee ballots; and 

(b) provide the forms and supplies necessary tor the 

-4- HS 152 
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board to perfor• its duties. 

(2) The counting board for absentee ballots shall: 

(a) be sequestered in a room +n-~fte-eo~"~y-eo~hoa~e 

~RATE FROM »Hf&f_hALLU!~~BEING CAST; 

(b) start the count of the absentee votes castw at any 

time prior to the closing of the polls but not before the 

polls open; and 

(C) follow the procedures outlined in 13-13-Z~Z and 

13-15-103 for the counting of the votes cast. 

(1) No election judge or other individual having 

access to any results of early counting may disclose the 

information while the polls are open AtiQ__!Uil_ &EHAIN 

SEQUESTEBfQ UHilL_THE CLOSING QE THE POLLS• 

(~) (a) In addition to the official oath taken and 

subscribed to by the election judges, the .ambers of the 

counting board for absentee ballots shall complete and sign 

the following affirmation: "I~ •••••• will not discuss or 

disclose or allow anyone else to discuss or disclose to 

anyone the ~esults of the early counting of votes while the 

20 polls are open.• 

21 (b) The chief election judge shall witness and sign 

22 the affirMation. 

23 IHE&f_~ A NEW ~A SECTION !HAl RFAQS; 

24 ~-iEtii~. Section 6. Notices relating to counting 

25 board for absentee ballots. Whenever a counting board for 

-5- HB 1S2 
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absentee ballots is appointed under 13-~-101• the election 

administrator shall: 

(1) publish in the contracted newspaper of the county 

as provided in 7-5-2411 a notice indicating that such a 

•ethod will. be used for counting absentee ballotsi 

{Z) post in a conspicuous location a~ the office of 

the election adMinistrator. by 5 P••• of the day before an 

election, a notice that indicates the place and tiae the 

counting board for absentee ballots will aeet on election 

day. The notice must inform the public that any pe~son 

observing the procedures of the eounting board MUst be 

sequestered with the board until the polls are closed and 

the counting board is released and •ust take the oath 

provided in [section 5]. 

~SECTIQNa Section 1. Codification in5tructlon. 

Section 5 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 13, chapter 15 9 part lt and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to section 5. 

-End-

-6- HB 152 
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HOUSE BILL NOo 152 

INTRODUCED BY KITSELMAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOWING THE COUNTY 

GOVERNING BODY TO APPOINT A BOARD OF ELECTION JUDGES TO BE 

DESIGNATED AS A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS; 

PRESCRI~ING PROCEDURES FOR A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS; ELIMINATING THE PROVISION THAT ALLONS AN ELECTOR 

WHO HAS VOTED BY ABSENTEE BALLOT TO VOTE lN PERSON ON 

ELECTION DAY UML~~-lttfBE HAS BEEN AN ERROR IN PRlNIIijG 

~~~aALLOTS DR _AN ABSENTEE BALLQI_~ QESTROYED; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 13-lt-101t 13-ll-20~t 

13-13-243, .. CA.• 

13-l3-233t 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

AND 

Section 1. Section 13-~-lOlt MCA, is aMended to read: 

•13-~-101. Appointment of election judges -- seeoftd 

bee~d Qt~QA~ of election judges. 111 At least 30 days 

before the pri•ary election in even-numbered yearst the 

county governing body Shall appoint 3 or more election 

judges for each precinct, one of whoa shall oe designated 

chief judge• 

(2) A see~ board of election judges, designated as a 

counting board, •ay be appointed in any precinct if 

recoamended by the election ad•inistrator. 
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(3) A b~cd_ of election judgts. dasjgnated as a 

kAYOtiDg bgard for absgota• haJlqts. war bg appojpt•d to 

count all abaeQtee_QallQts for aJJ precincts if reco ... pdad 

h¥-tbe elcctjon ad•iniat~• 

Section 2, Section 13-13-20~, MC~, is a .. nded to read; 

•13-13-ZO~. E+ee~~--•~+ftg-e~en~ee-ba++~-eu~heP+red 

~e-•e~e-?n-pe.sen----~#ee• ££~ ~&lr[__IQ__XQI~ 

ef&SQbL -- PRINTING ERROR QR BALLOT DESTRQXEQ -- EFFECT of 

absentee elector•s death. t~t-i#-eft--e+ee~e•--hes--ve~ed--by 

ab~ft-.e-be+~.-~-eft-e+ee~R-dey-+e-p~-.ft~-+ft-•he-ee~ft•Y 

eft4--ee+e--~e--,o--~e-~e-pe++e-er-+f-he-+ee•ns-h+s-ebeen••• 

be++e.-~ee-beeft--rejee•ed--by--~he--jed,.e--es--prOY?ded--+n 

li-IJ-iltiT--~~e-~ee~er--.ey--•~e-+n-pePaen-e•-h+s-po+++n, 

p+ae .. -l#-¥e•+ft!-Mee~nes-er-~e•+ees-are-.se~.-he--.ay--•o~e 

&y--Meflti.fte-Ot"----ev.;.e... ( 1) If AN ELECTQR HAS YQIEQ ax 
AASfM!f£_aLLLal_NlT THE ABSENTEE BAbLQT CON!AINS__f&l~ 

E&&Q&S_O&_Pa!~ONS OR IF THE ABSENTEE BAb~pJ WAS PESTROXEQ• 

!Uf _ _ELECTQR Mal YQIE IM PERSQN IN 'NY MANNER &T HI~ PQbbiNG 

e.L.U:h 

t~t!Zl If an elector votes b~ absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day~ his oallot 

does not. count.• 

Section 3. Section 13-13-Z33w MCAy is amended to read: 

"13-13-Z33. Issue and ~ecord of absen\ee ballots 

certificate. (1) The absentee ballots delivered shall be 

-2- HB 152 
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regular official ballots beginning with ballot nu•ber 1 and 

following consecutively according to the nu•ber of 

applications for absentee ballots. 

(2) The eJection administrator shall keep a record of 

all absentee ballots delivered• as well as of ballots marked 

b~f.ore him. 

(3) The election adMinistrator shall deliver to the 

chief election judges to who• the ballots are delivered a 

certificdte stating: 

(a) the nu~er of absentee ballots delivered as welt 

as those Marked before hi•; 

{b) the nu•ber of ballots retained for late absentee 

votinq; and 

(c) the na.es of the electors to whom such ballots 

were dell vered or by who• th.ey have been marked if •arked 

before hi•• 

.LU--Ib.L~bief e) act ion jydge shall--Wtlt in a 

~gj,s;uous locat.i~~ polljng place a list. of the 

DaiH.LDf elcctor.L._aRJU!aring on t:M certjfjcat;e required 

llll!UU: .. ~via&J;liiiD-UJ..o. • 

Section 4. Section 13-13-2~3, MCA, is aaended to read: 

•13-13-2~3. Rejec~ed absentee ballots. ( 1) The 

rejected ballots, the applications. and all envelopes shall 

be enclosed in an envelope and sealed, and the judges shall 

write on the envelope •rejected ballot(s) of absentee 

-3- H8 152 
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elector• (writing ;n the elector•s name)• 

~t--~he---aftopened--e~§eft~ee--ba++o~--enwe•epe--o+--en 

e+ee~&r-who-has-•a~ed-+n-person-on-e+ee~~&n-dsy-ss--p~w~eed 

+ft-i,_~~-~e~-sfte~-he-Merhe4-•we~d-?n-~ersen•-e"d-?n?tTat.d 

~y-a-.eje~+~y-~-~ne-e+ee~+&ft-jud~ 

LLl--I~~Qf~ ABSENTEE BALLQT ENvELOPE Qf AN 

~IlllLitJ:ILI:I4LW!IiiL.UI_ff8SON AL_f&QYIDED IN ...ll::.U~ 

HQ~..af..HA&~~~XU!f~~N• ANQ INlliAL~_Ql_A HAJQRIJX 

QE..IHE_ELECTION JUQ~ 

t~~ The unopene~ absentee ballot envelope of an 

elector who dies be¥ore election day shall be marked •died 

before election day• and initialed by a Majority of the 

election judges if they are notified of the death on 

election day. The election administrator shall make and sign 

the nota~ion if notice of the death is received before 

delivery of the absentee ballot to the polling placea 

fltt~ All rejected ballots shall be placed in ~he 

sealed package in Nhich the voted ballots are required to be 

placed and aay not be opened without a court order.• 

~-SEti!QM. Section 5. Counting board for absentee 

ballots. (1) The election ad•inistra·tor shall: 

(a) give special instructions to any countin9 board 

for absentee ballots appointed under 13-~101 on the proper 

procedures for counting the absentee ballots; and 

(b) provide the forms and supplies necessary tor the 

-+- HB 1!>2 
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board to perfor• its duties. 

(21 The counting board for absentee ballots shall: 

(a) be sequestered in a roo~ fft-~he-eeun~y-eour~h~s• 

if£!8AIE FROM WH£Rf_UALLQIS ABE BEING CAST; 

(b) start the count of the absentee votes cas~ 9 at any 

time prior to the closing of the polls but not before the 

polls open; and 

{c) follow the procedures outlined in 13-13-Z~Z and 

13-15-103 for the counting of the votes cast. 

(l) No elect.ion judge or other individual having 

access to any results of early countin9 may disclose the 

information while the polls are open AHO MUST REMAIN 

S£gUESIE8ED UHIIL THE CLOSING OF THE PQLLSo 

(ltl (a) In addition to the official oath taken and 

subscribed to by the election judges. the aeabers of the 

countinq board for absentee ballots shall complete and sign 

the following affirmation: •t., •••••t will not discuss or 

disclose or allow anyone else to discuss or disclose to 

an~one the results of the early count I og of votes while the 

20 polls are open.• 

21 (b) The chief election judge ~hall witness and sign 

22 the affirMation. 

Z3 ~ERE I$ A NEW MC6 $ECTION THAT REAPS; 

z~ ~-Sf~UM. Section 6. Notices relating to counting 

25 board for absentee ballots. Whenever a counting board for 
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absentee ballots is appointed under 13-4-101, the election 

administrator shall: 

(11 publish In the contracted newspaper of the county 

as provided in 7-5-2411 a notice indicating that such a 

•ethod will be used for counting absentee ballots; 

(Z) post in a conspicuous location at the office of 

the election ad•inistrator., by 5 P••• of the day before an 

election., a notice that indicates the place and ti.e the 

counting board for absentee ballots will aeet on election 

day. The notice must inform the public that any person 

observing the procedures 

sequestered with the 

the counting board is 

provided in [section 5]. 

of the counting board must be 

board until the polls are closed and 

released and must take the oath 

SEW_~Il~ Section 1. Codi~ication instruct ion. 

section 5 is intended to be codified as an integral part of 

Title 13, chapter 15, part 1, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to section 5. 

-End-
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HOUSE BILL ~0· 152 

INTRODUCED BY KITSELNAN 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOWING THE COUNTY 

GOVERNING BODY TO APPOINT A BOARD OF ELECTION JUDGES TO BE 

DESIGNATED AS A COUNTING BOARD F~R ABSENTEE BALLOTS; 

PRESCPIBING PROCEDURES FOR A COUNTING BOARD FOR ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS; ELIMINATING THE PROVISION THAT ALLOWS AN ELECTOR 

WHO HAS VOTED BY ABSENTEE BALLOT TO VOTE IN PERSON ON 

ELECTION DAY UbLES~_l~E HAS ~EH--~&0& IN PRINTING 

&8SENIEE--a&LLQIS--DB--AH--~fN!Ef__~LQI--WAS QESIRQXEQ; 

A~ENO!NG SECTIONS 13-4-101• 13-13-204• 

l)-13-243, MCA.• 

H-13-233• AND 

BE IT E~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF HONTANA: 

Section 1. Sec~lon 13-~-101, MCA• Is a~ended to read: 

"13-~-101. Appaint•ent of election judges seeond 

board Qtb&L-bQ~~~ of election judges• (1) At least 30 days 

before the priMary election in even-numbered years, the 

county governing body shall appoint 3 or more election 

judge~ for each precinct 9 one of who• shal1 be designated 

chief judge. 

(Z) A see&ft~ board of election judges9 designated as a 

counting board9 •ay be appointed in any precinc~ if 

recom~ended by the election administrator. 

1 

2 

3 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

B 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Zit 

25 

HB 0152/02 

!ll--A--DgaLd _ _gf__~tigo_-lYd~s, desjgpated as a 

~uotlog __ bo~d--fQL__~~•--Dall~-aax~~int•d to 

~QYDt-all-abs&Dtac_ballots-fAL-~BG!Dcts if recommended 

bX-tbe-election adelnlst~• 

Section 2. Section 13-13-204t MCAw is a•ended to read: 

•t)-13-204• E~e~or--Y~+ftg-~Sefteee-~e~·e~~~~er?red 

~$-¥~e-Tft-~ersGn----effee~ ~f~ AUIHQBXIX -ID--XCif--lM 

efiSQti __ ::--falBIIH&--~BBQB 08 BALLPI-QESI&QXEQ fffFCl of 

absen~ee elector•s death. tit-f~-en--e+ee~er--hss--Yo~ed--By 

ebsen~ee-be•~-ba~-eft-e+ee~+eft-dey-+s-~resen~-+ft-~e-eeun~y 

eftd--ab•e--~-go--~e-~h~-po++s-o~-+~-fte-~eerfts-hfs-eh~eft~ee 

bs++a~-hes-been--rejee~~--&y--+he--j~d~~--a•--proYTded--+n 

~S-~3-~~~.--~he--•••e~~--.ey--ve~e-Tn-persan-s~-h+s-po~++ft~ 

~•aee.-+~-.~meeh+nes-OP-deY+ees-ere-~sedy-~e--•ey--•o~ 

by--.aeh+ne--or--de¥+ee. Lll--lf AH fLECJD& MAS VQIEQ ~ 

4al;ENIEE..!W.l.PLillli..II:lf-Alll;fNiff..-liALLilL..~illa1llli--fB.l.NI.l.Wi 

f&&IJ&!;_QILQtlll;l;!DtiS-llB-lLitiE-A!Wiltlff..l!ALLilL.IiAS-PE..UB.Jnfl4 

It1E--ELE~IP!Lli6.X~PIE-IILeEUIJN-l!LMLI!A.!tifLAI.J!ll_l!WJ.I!Hi 

eute... 
fi!tLZ.l If an eleCtor v·otes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day, his ballot 

does not coun~.· 

Section 3. Section 13-13-233 9 MCA; is amended to read: 

"13-13-233. Issue and record of absentee ballots 

certificate. (1) The absentee ballots deliverea shall be 

-2- H8 152 
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regutar ofnclal ballots beginning with ballot number 1 and 

followln·g consecutively a<:-cording to the number of 

app1 fcat.-fons --fd-r- ab,entcte ballots. 

(ZJ The election adRinfstrator sha11 keep a record of 

all abs-eRtee ,ballots dellvered• as- well as of· ballots tnarked 

befDrft ht••-

C3J Tfte al.etlon a~tnistrat~r shall deliver to the 

chief·- elillCUon- judget- to-w.._ the ballots are deliver•d a 

certificate statfng'l-

(a) tmPnu-r of··a-nt:ae ·b•'ltots delivered as -n 

····•tll<>••'••-~<ad .... ,_. 'hl•t 

IllS- t,._, -- ~·bel1ot• re--d-for ·late -•n~ 

vot:·IAq~ end' 

(eJ tM· n- ofl''tn.r"<tl.ctora to NI'IOe such baH"c>te 

wwe· det-ivere<t·- or- by-· .. -tlley ·haVe been _k.,. 'If 11erked 

befor<>·hf•• 

LU~~s•i•' •lef:rt·••··, Jwlflte; ,_,..,n e•l: in ..... • 

~G"9Mft . W•Uoe.:-: or; t .. y- po]-U:po Pl•a.;;,l ·J l-;tl .of ·tbe­

flRSL.~l.a.Gt;••-- .... rtQg i. AD·• tM· r•pi;(IQM rtqtdred 

uasle.L; SU'$9'it ton·' . I J 1*• 
Sectl·on •• Sect lOft·-· 13""13•2•3• MGA"' ,,. a-d -to reee~ 

•r:t-13-'2~3. R<i:ject.ed- ab's-·" baH•ots. (1J The 

rejected'ballots~ the·'applifei!lt¥-• a-·all envetopes snan 

be • enclo!lad In - envelope ·-'·seal•d> an<!' the' judqes slliiH 

write on the envelope •rejectl!d ba'U'"'Cs t of absentee 

-3"' H8'1S2 
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elect,r• (Nrtting in the elector's n~m•J• 

t2t--fhe---~"o~~--&~$eft+ee--bs~+e+--enwe~epe--ef--8ft 

e~ee~o~-wfta-nes-.e~ed-+ft-pe~n-oft-e+e~+eft-eey-e~--,~ev+eee 

?ft-+3-~~-~e~~he+•-~e-eerked-•y~d-tn-p•~~o~•-end-~ft+~+e+ed 

bf-e-•ajor+~y-o~-~he-e+ee~en-ia4~~· 

LU.....li!E.. __ III!lllJ!fltfii.-..AII~l£E-JIALUII-U~tl.llfi-IJ£_4f!l 

tLtl:lll&-llll:lll.Ji6LJWlflL.a-f£UOIIL..-AL.-l!BlllW!fll-_LL_l3-l 1-204 

W.!liL!!Ii-l!lUfll..!l!DUQ..UI..feBli!ll!ll!..Aa..UUUAllQ_J!L..LJi6.w&l.ll 

llf-.tuf.~ ECTI l:ii!L JUDGES • 

f3tt:t&t:La1· The unopened absentee ·ballOt· envelOpe of· an' 

elector who- df8s b•fore eleetion ·day sh•ll be mark~d- •died 

before elec:t:lon day• and initialed by a •ajori·ty -of the 

election judgou• If they are notIfIed of the death on 

el·ectl--.on diliy-. The-, election ~aa.·rnf-s'trator sh-all •aka anct·:sl>gn 

the nc>ta~IOAe If ~Ice of" tne d-ilds receive4 befo,... 

deHYery of' tl'le -aiJs-i:ee baHot· to .the poll I~· plac•• 

t~'. All rejected ballots- shan be p1-acett In tM 

sealed· packag'll In which tlle,yot>ed baflot<S are required to be 

plac-ed- and •BY not be opet:Hilld wf.t::hout: a ·cour~ ·order-•• 

~t.IUiiGilWH'· Secttonc-5•- coomtinq board for abs<mtee 

ballots. Ill Tlfe ·elecUon a_.,tstrator shell< 

(at give special lns1!rHtlons ·to•· arty counUng board 

for absent-·betlots appoh'tt:ed·u-r'·l3~1D1·ofl'~he proper 

procedares for coun1: I ng the -entee· baHCits; ar>d 

(b) provide the- fa:r•.- and supp1fes ·neces-sary for- tf't&· 

-4- H&'l52 
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board to perform its du~ies. 

(2) The counting board for absentee ballots shall: 

(a) be sequestered in a rooe +ft-~fte-e&d~ey-ee .. ~e~s@ 

iff6R61E_faoH_~~~E-a!LLQ!i_ABE_aEINij CAST; 

(b) start the count of ~he absentee votes cast, at any 

time ~rlor to the closing of the polls but not before the 

polls open; and 

rc) follow the procedures outlined in 13-13-242 and 

13-15-103 for the countinq of the votes cast. 

(3) No election judqe or other individual having 

access to any results of early counting may disclose the 

infor~ation while the polls are open ~--HUSI- REMAIN 

~~~fSIE8ED-UHIIL-l~L~~gf_Iijf_fQL~· 

(4) (a) Io addition to the official oath taken and 

subsc~ibed to by the election judges. the members of the 

countinQ board for absentee ballots shall co•plete and sign 

t~e following affir•~tion: •I, •••••• will not discuss or 

disclose or allow anyone else to discuss or disclose to 

anyone the results of the early counting of votes while the 

20 poll~ ~re open.• 

21 (bJ The chief election judqe shall witness and sign 

22 the affirmation. 

23 L~E&f_l~-A-~EW-~A-~fk!Ia~-IH&l-Rf6a~l 

24 ~EW_Sftl1Q6* Section 6. Notices relating to counting 

25 board for absentee ballots. Hhenever a counting board for 
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absentee ballots is appointed under 13-4-101• the election 

adMinistrator shall: 

(1) publish in the contracted newspaper of the county 

as provided in 7-5-Z~ll a notice indicating that such a 

method will be used for counting absentee Da11ots; 

CZ} post in a conspicuous location at 'the office of 

the election ad•Jnistrator, by 5 P••• of the day before an 

election. a notice that Indicates the place and ti•e the 

counting board for absentee ballots will aeet on election 

day. The notice ~ust lnfor• the public that any person 

obser~ing the procedures of the counting board .ust be 

sequestered with the board until the polls are closed and 

the counting board Is released and •ust take the oath 

pravided in (section 5]. 

~EW-SE~l~~& Section 7. Codification instruction. 

Sectio~ 5 is intended to be codified as an lnteqra1 part of 

Title 13• chapter ts. part 1, and the provisions of Title 13 

apply to section 5. 

-End-
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