
HOOSE BILL NO. 151 

INTRODUCED BY PECK, BERG, BARDANOUVE, SANDS, BACHINI, 
CBRISTIABNS, ERNST, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OV THE MONTANA DISTRICTING AND 
APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION 

.January 10, 1983 

January 28, 1983 

January 29, 1983 

January 31, 1983 

February 1, 1983 

February 2, 1983 

February 3, 1983 

March 15, 1983 

March 16, 1983 

March 18, 1983 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill do 
pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 
Ayes, 95J Noes, 0. 

Considered correctly 
engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 99; Noes, 0. 
Transmitted to Senate. 

IN 'l'HE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on State 
Administration. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in as amended. 
Report adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred 
in. Ayes, 28r Noes, s. 
Third reading, concurred in. 
.Ayes, 50r Noes, o. 



March 18, 1983 

March 30, 1983 

March 31, 1983 

IN 'l'HB BOUSE 

-2-

Returned to Bouse with 
amendments. 

Second readinq, amendment.s 
concurred in. 

Third readinq, amendments 
concurred in. Ayes, 93, 
Noes, 0. 

Bill passed as amended. 
Ayes, 90, Noes, 4. 

Sent to enrolling. 

Report.ed correctly enrolled. 
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INTRODUCED 

4~ 
AND APPORTID~ENT COMMISSION 

' 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE V, 

SECTION 14• OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN MONTANA BE REDISTRICTED WITHIN 90 

DAYS AFTER THE OFFICIAL FINAL DECENNIAL CENSUS F.IGURES ARE 

AVAILABLE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DAlEo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 1~, of the Constitution 

of the State of Montana is a.ended to read: 

•Section 14. Ol5trlctlng and apportlonaent. (1) The 

state shall be divided into as •any districts as there are 

members of the house• and each district shall elect one 

representative. Each senate district shall be co.posed of 

two adjolnin~ house districts, and shall elect one senator. 

Each district shall consist of compact and contiguous 

territory. All districts shall be as nearly equal In 

population as is practicable. 

(2) In the legislative session ~ollowlng ratification 

0~ this constttutlon and thereafter in each session 
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LC 0311/01 

preceding each ~ederal population census• a co .. tssion of 

~lve citizens. none of whoa aay be public o~~lclals• shall 

be selected to prepare a plan for redistricting and 

reapportioning the state Into legislative entl-e_'Jf' __ 

dl strlcts apd jl ;'pJan fpc reJii •trlctinp , ttw stet• leta 

Q!QQnlsli.LIIIUIL--IUU~. The ooajorlty and •lnorlty leaders 

of each house shall each designate one co.missioner. Within 

20 days after their designation• the four ca.alssioners 

shall select the fifth .a~er, vho shall serve as chalr•an 

of the commission. If the four •embers fall to select the 

fifth ee•ber within the tlae prescribed• a •aJorlty of the 

supr~e court shall select hi•· 

L3l- Within -20-daXS-Aftec tbt·otficial fjnaJ dCCft801al 

census fjWrea are ayaflabJ.b.:..:tiJLC::OMis$i2ft; shall file I-ts 

fioa}_plan for (d0gr•ssigna1 distriCt$ with the secrgtacy gf 

.sl.atJL.aod:.:.l.t Shal 1 becgae J aw• 

f;JtLU The co .. lsston shall sub•lt its plan f2c 

18~tlye dlstritt• to the legislature at the first 

regular session after Its appointment or a~ter ~he census 

figures are available. Nfthln 30 days after sub•lsslon9 the 

legislature shall return the plan to the commission with Its 

recommendations. Within 30 days thereafter. the co.-ission 

shall file Its final plan !At-18Ql.t~~dl£tLi~t. with the 

secretary of state and I~ shall become law. 

!~l ~he UDQD_fll!ng_both plaa~the co•mission Is ~en 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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LC 0311/01 

1 dissolved.• 

2 N~M-SECTIONa Section 2. Effective date. IY approved 

3 by the electorate, thiS a•end•ent beco•es effective October 

~ 1. 1985. 

5 ~EM SFCIIQla Section 3. Sub•lsslon to electorate. 

6 This a .. nd.ent shall be subaltted to the electors Qf the 

1 state of Montana at the general election to be held Nove•ber 

8 6• 198~• by printing on the ballot the full title of this 

9 act and the following: 

10 

11 
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13 

a 
15 

I" 

[]FOR requiring the congressional redistrictino plan 

to be finalized within 90 days after official final 

census data are available. 

[]AGAINST requiring the congressional redistricting 

plan to be finalized within 90 days after official 

final census data are available. 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

INTRnnnr.co ~":e:~.._~ av<24 _ -- - -- ..... --
BY REQUESi OF E ~ONTANA OISTRICTIN~~~JC:~~;~~ 

AND APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION 
P~ ,)u, ·._. 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: wAN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ~LECTORS Of MONTANA AN AMtNOHENT TO ARTICLE y, 

SECTIO~ 14• OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN MONTANA B£ REDISTRICTED WITHIN 90 

DAYS AFTER THE OFFICIAL FINAL DECENNIAL CENSUS FIGUR~S ARE 

.'\\IAILAELE; AND PRO\IIOING AN !::FFECTIVE DATE•" 

eF TT fNACTtD BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article v, section 14~ of the Constitution 

of the Stdte of Montana is amended to reed: 

"Section 14. Oistrfctinq and apportionment. (l) The 

state shall b2 divided into as many districts as there are 

memb~rs of the house, .and each district shall elect one 

re?resentative. l;;ach senate district Shdll be composed of 

two a,Jjoinina house districts, 3nd shall elect one senator. 

~ach district shall consist of compdct and contiquous 

territory. All districts shall be as nearly e~ual in 

popul~tion as is practic~ble. 

(~) In the leQislative session following ratification 

of this constitution and thereafter in each session 
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LC 0311/01 

precedinq each federal population census• a co•mission of 

five citizens, none of whom may be public officials• shall 

be selected to prepare a plan for redistrictlnq and 

reapportloninQ the state into leqislative end-eon~ess•ene~ 

d I s t r I c t s alllL-iL-Il.LI.n__f2L--.!:.e.!l.i.5.t..l:.i.<:tliULJbe stat.e~ 

~QLe5~l-~Li~1S• The m~jority and minority leaders 

of each house shall each desiqnate one commissioner. Within 

20 days after their designation, the four commissioners 

shall select the fifth member, who shall serve as chairman 

of th~ comw.ission• If the four members fall to select the 

fifth member within the time prescribed• a majority of the 

suorema court shall select him. 

L~l--~l1bin __ 2Q_aa~_gf~L-1b~_aiLi~ia!_final_d~~ennLal 

~.e=_figui.e!Lill:e_aJtllilal!.lf:L.t.b<L.~l!m!l!.i..s.s.i.Qn...sball f i 1 e I t s 

tinstl-l>lan._fw:_~cl!ll!.Jlllil!llaL..dl.s:t.c.i.c.:t.s_.u1b-11le-!ii<ll~&::t-'lf 

!it.a1lil..i!Dd..itJ!:!alLll~l!JD.e-l.i.!JU 

t3t!H The commission shall submit its plan fgr: 

lgl!l!il2:t1Y~-~l.st.c.l~!i to the l~aislature at the first 

regular session after its appointment or after the census 

fiqur~s ar~ avail~ble. Within 30 davs after submission 9 the 

leqislatur~ shall return the plan to the commission with its 

recom1end~tions. Within 30 days thereafter, the commission 

shall file its fin~l plan fgc_l~isl~t~~-gl~Li't~ with the 

secretary of stnte and it shall become law. 

!21 +h~ U~D-fl!lnn._l!l!tb-~n!iL_:tb.e commission is th~n 
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1 di ssol ved•" 

2 UfW-SEtll~a Section 2• Effective date. If aporoved 

3 by the electorate 9 this amendment becomes effectiye October 

4 19 1985. 

5 MfH-Sfti~~~ Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

6 This ~mendment shall be submitted to the electors of the 

1 state of Montana at the qeneral election to be held November 

a 6, 1984, by printinq on the ballot the full title of this 

9 act and the followinq: 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

1'1 

15 

[]FOR reouirinq the conqressional redistrictino plan 

to be finalized within 90 days after official final 

census data are available. 

[]AGAINST requirinq the conqressional redistrictinq 

plan to be finalized within 90 days after official 

final census data are available. 

-End-

-3-
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INTRflOUCF.O -~ ,r+ltr/Du "'=~'-"'-"'""~ 
OISTRICTIN ~ ST<'f'lf,;"" BY 

;JJ~:.:._ 
AND APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTAMA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE Vo 

SECTION 14o OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN MONTANA BE REDISTRICTED WITHIN 90 

DAYS AFTER THE OFFICIAL FINAL DECENNIAL CENSUS FIGURES ARE 

AVAILABLE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Article Yt section 1~, of the Constitution 

of the State of Montana Is amended to read: 

•section 14. Distrlctlnq and apportionment. (1) The 

state shall be divided into as eany districts as there are 

membgrs of the house, and each district shall elect one 

representative. Each senate district shall be co.posed of 

two adfolninq house districts, and shall elect one senator. 

Each district shall consist of compact and contiquous 

territory. All districts shall be as nearly equal In 

population as is practlc~ble. 

(Z) In the leqlslative session following ratification 

of this constitution and thereafter In each session 
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LC 0311/01 

preceding each federal population census• a co .. lssion of 

five citizens. none of whom may be public officials, shall 

be selected to prepare a plan for redistricting and 

reapportioning the state 

districts and__a nlan fgr redistricting_ the stgte into 

~IU:U~L districts• The taa_jorlty and •inority leaders 

of each house shall each designate one co .. issioner. Within 

20 days after their deslgnatlony the four com•lssioners 

shall select the fifth membery who shall serve as chalr•an 

of the co•mission. If the rour members fail to select the 

fifth member within the tl•e prescribed, a •aJority of the 

supr~a court shall select him. 

L3l--lfllbi.D-2ll..d.ii~U-ilfter the official final decennial 

~ figures arg ayajlab}e7 tbe-cow•lssiOO-Sbal) file Its 

floal_glan_fDL_cangressignal districts with the secrgtary of 

.StatLaOd-ll.J.ba.lLbec;o•e 1 aw. 

tilt.LH The commission shall submit jts plan f2c 

1e~a~Ixe _ _dl~tc~~ to the leqislature at the first 

regular session after Its appointment or after the census 

figures arP available. Within 30 days after submisslon 9 the 

legislature shall return the plan to the commission with Its 

recommendations. Within 30 days thereaftery the commission 

shall file its fin•l plan {g£_legl~l~~K-dl~tA with the 

secretary of state and it shall become law. 

!21 'fhe !.!WID-fil.ilJg_~lltiLIIl.iloli.l._t.tw coami ss ion is ~hen 

-2-
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l( 0311/01 

1 dl ssol ved.• 

z HiK-SEtiiDBa Section z. Effective date. If approved 

3 by the electorate, thiS a~ndmen~ becomes effective October 

" 1• 1985. 

5 HEW SECTIOMa Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

6 This a.and•ent shall be sub•itted to the electors of the 

1 state of Montana at the general election to be held November 

8 6• l98't• by printing on the ballot the full title of this 

9 act and the following: 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

1't 

15 

[]FOR requiring the congressional redistrictina plan 

to be finalized within 90 days after official final 

census data are available. 

[]AGAINST requiring the congressional redistricting 

plan to be finalized within 90 days after official 

final census data are available. 

-End-

-3-



March 15, 1983 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
(State Administration) 

That House Bill No. 151 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: "available" 
Insert: "and eliminating provisions for legislative comment" 

2. Page 3, line 15. 
Pollowing: "available" 
Insert: "and eliminating provisions for legislative comment" 

3. Page 3. 
Following: line 15 
Insert: "Section 4. Coordination instruction. If H.B.629 

introduced in the 48th Legislature is not passed and 
approved, the date 'November 6, 1984' in section 3 of 
this act is changed to 'November 8, 1983'." 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

HOUSE BILL NOo 151 

INTROOUCED BY PECKt BERGt 

BARDANOUVEt SANDSt BACHINit 

CHRISTIAENSt ERNST, STEPHENS 

BY REQUEST OF THE MONTANA D!STRICTING 

AND APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION 

A BIL- FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO SUBMIT TO THE 

QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF MONTANA AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE y, 

SECTIJ' 14, OF THE MONTANA CONSTITUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS IN MONTA~A BE REDISTRICTED WITHIN 90 

DAYS •FTER THE OFFICIAL FINAL DECENNIAL CENSUS FIGURES ARE 

AV~IL-3lEi AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE o•TE.n 

BE II <~ACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ction 1. Article v, section 14, of the Constitution 

of the State of Montana is amended to read: 

•section 14. Districting and apporti~nm~nt. (1) The 

state shall be divided into as many districts as ther~ are 

me~bers of the housa, and ~ach district shall elect one 

re~res~ntative. fach senate district shall be compose~ of 

two 3djoinlng house districts, and shall elect one sen3tor. 

Each district shall consist of compact and contiguous 

territ')r-y. All districts shall be as n~arly equal in 

popul~tion as is practic3ble. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

H 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HB 0151/02 

(2) In ~he legislative session following ratification 

of this constitution and thereafter In each session 

preceding each federal population census, a commission of 

five citizens, none o~ whom may be public officials, shall 

be salected to prepare a plan for redistricting and 

reapportioning the state into legislative a"d-eon9~e,~+a"e~ 

districts aQQ __ ~ __ glan __ fgc__~edj$trjctiog ~~~--lata 

~agce~~Lanal__d~~CLCts• The ~ajorlty and •inority leaders 

of each house shall each designate one commissioner. Within 

ZO days after their designation, the four co••lssloners 

shall select the fifth member, who shall serve as chalr•an 

of t.,e colllmlssion. If the four members fall to select the 

fifth member within the ti•e prescribed. a ~ajority of the 

supre~e court shall select hi~. 

Lll--Witbio __ iU-da¥~-af~a~~De-gffl~~l-flD~ 

~aoi~-1iou~~~-a~ilableL-~be-'Om~~loo_~ll-11la__i~ 

tioal-olao_fDL~gog~iilooal-di~~ic~i~b-~aa_~~~a~of 

~~at~_aoa_i1_sa4ll_b££ome-la-. 

f3ti~l The commission shall sub•it its plan fgc 

leoiil~~l¥e __ aiit~i~~ to the legislature at the first 

requl~r session a~ter its appointment or after the census 

~igur~s are avail3ble• Within 30 days after submission• the 

l~gislature shall return the plan to the commission with its 

recom~endations. within 30 days thereafter, the commission 

shall file Its final plan fo~_legiila~¥e-di~tL~ with the 

-2- H8 151 
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H~. 0151/02 

1 secret~ry of state and It shall become law. 

z L~l fh• Upga_fllina-Datb_piaa~tba commission ;s ~he" 

3 dissolwed~· 

" ~EW-SftilO~• Section z. Effective date. If approved 

5 by the electorate, this amendMent becomes effective October 

6 lto 1985. 

7 ~~W-S~Q~• Section 3. Submission to electorate. 

8 This amendment shall be sub•itted to the electors of the 

9 state of Montana at the general election to be held November 

10 6• 19~~. by printing on the ballot the full title of this 

11 act and the following: 

12 []FOR requiring the congressional redistricting plan 

13 to be finalized Nithfn 90 days after official final 

lit e&n<us data are available ABU-ELle~A~»-e&~~lnbS 

15 fll!LI.J;lil.SL.UUL~I· 

16 []AGAINST requiring the congressional redistricting 

17 plan to be finalized within 90 days after official 

18 

19 

zo 
Zl 

final C@nsus data are available 6HD-_fLlalB&llK& 

I!IWJU.sllltiLf.liLUJillUill/F C.UI~IJ:Iea. 

S.!O.t.llll!Lia-LUll&lUlifAllUIL.-IIIil!W!:.Il.Jltl.._..l.f-lWUS F A II I 

ZZ Aee&~EJU....itJL_QAI£..!KlllWlllfB_h-J3IC..ltll_.sftil.Jlti-Lllf...II:US 

23 A.t.L.ll-l:.l!AIIli.Eil..IIL:IIIWftl:lau_a.._ulll!!.a 

-End-
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