
HOUSE BILL NO. 107 

Introduced: 01/06/83 

Referred to committee on State Administration: 01/06/83 
Hearing: 1/11/83 
Report: 01/14/83, do Pass 

2nd Reading: 01/18/83, Do Pass 
3rd Reading: 01/20/83, Do Pass 

Transmitted to Senate: 1/20/83 

Referred to Committee on state Administration: 01/21/83 
Hearing: 3/2/83 
Report: 3/2/83, Be Concurred In 

On Motion, 3/5/83, That the bill be Taken From 2nd Reading 
and Rereferred to Committee on State Administration. 
Motion Passed Unanimously. 

Died in Senate Committee 
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INTRODUCED BY NO. ~ 
BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-27-~06 AND 13-27-407• MCA• TO REVISE THE DEADLINES FOR 

FILING BALLOT ISSUE ARGUMENTS AND REBU7TAL ARGUMENTS; AND TO 

CLARIFY THE RESULT OF NOT MEETING THE DEADLINE.• 

BE TT ENACTED BY THE lEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1·. Section 1-3-:21-'t06w MCA, Is a11ended to read: 

•13-27-406. ll•ltatlon on length of argu .. nt tl•e 

of filing. An argu•ent advocating approval or rejection of a 

ballot Issue is ·lieited to 500 words- and shall be filed,. in 

typewritten for•• with the secretary of state no later than 

8§--~Y' 5 P·•· go the ?Qtb dey before the election at which 

the issue will be voted on by the people •. Arguaents recejyad 

18 aft;,er the filing dead) inei •ay no\ be included jo the yoyr 

19 A •ajorlty of the co-ittee 

zo responsible for preparation aust approve and sign each 

21 argu~nt filed. Separate sfgned letters of approval of an 

22 argu.ent may be filed with the se,retary of state by meMbe~s 

Z3 af a co .. ittee if necessary to ••et the filing deadline.• 

24 Section 2. Section 13-27-407, MCA• is a~nded to read: 

25 •13-27-~7. Rebuttal argu.ants. The 5ecretary of state 
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shall provl de copies of the argu-nts advocating approval or 

reje,tion of a ballot issue to the .e~ers of the adversary 

coa.ittee no later than 1 dar following the filing of both 

the •pproval and rejection argu.ents for the issue In his 

offi-c:e. The co-1 ttees .ay prepare rebuttal arguaent.s no 

longer than 250 words that shall be filed, in typewritten 

for•• with the secretary of state no later than H-d...,.. .1 

p•a. go the lptb day after the deadline for filing the 

original argu .. ~s. gebuttal a(gyappts recajy•d after the 

fiJi DQ dead)J.Oe EV OQ\ be ioc:Jud@d in .,be yotQE lpforytJpo 

palpb)et• Discu&sion in the rebuttal argu•ent · •ust be 

confined to the subject aatter raised In the argu.ent ·being 

rebutted. The rebuttal arguaent shall be approved and signed 

by a •ajority of the coa.ittee responsible for Its 

preparation. Separate signed 1atters of approval aay be 

sub•itted in ·the saae aanner as for t.he ·original argu•ents.• 

-End-

-2-
I N T R 0 D U C E D 

f-\6 107 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 

Hf"H£ BILL NO. ~ 
INTRODUCED BY s L. ' 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT AMENDING SECTIONS 

13-27-406 AND 13-27-~7, MCAw TO REVISE THE DEADLINES FOR 

fiLING BALLOT ISSUE ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTAL ARGUMENTS¥ AND TO 

CLARIFY THE RESULT OF NOT MEETING THE DEADLINE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOMJANAI 

Section 1. Section 13•27-~6• MCA• Is a-nded to read• 

•13-27-406. Ll•ltatlon on length of argu .. nt u .. 

of filing. An argueent advocating approval or rejection of a 

ballot Issue Is limited to 500 words and shall be· flledw In 

typ~rltten fore, with tha secretary of state no later than 

&S--ee,. 5 p.e. on ths 90\h day before the election at which 

the Jssue will be voted on by -the people• &rgswenta r««;wiyad 

18 after the f-jliog dead) Ina way ogt:, be inelydttd ip tb8 yotar 

19 infqrgatlqo panpblet. A eajorlty of the co .. ittee 

20 responsible for preparation •u•~ approve and sign each 

21 argu.ent filed. Separate signed letters of approval of an 

ZZ argueent eay be filed vlth the secretary of state by eeebers 

23 of a co .. ittee If necessary to eeet the filing deadline.• 

z~ Section 2. Section 13-27-~07• MCA, Is a.ended to read: 

25 •13-27-401. Rabuttal argu ... nts. The secretary of state 
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shall provide copies of the argueents advocating approval or 

reject!- of a ballot issue to the -llbars of the adversary 

coeeittee no later than 1 day following the filing of both 

the approval and rejection argu-nts for· the lssue hr c his 

of"fi·c.e. Tba co-l t.tees -.ay pr-epare rebuttal •rgu.ents no 

longer than 250 words that shall be filedo In ty,.vrltten 

fore, with the secretary of state no later than te-deya ~ 

II•• on the lOth clay after the deadH- .for· filing the 

original argu.ants. Rebuttal argpwapta raceiyed otter the 

filing de@dllne •y nqt; ba inclycf9d in ·t;tw ygt;er lpfKMtlop 

p._,hlet• Dtscusslon In tha rebUttal argueent eust be 

c-flned to the subject .. tter raised in· the argueent baing 

rebutted. The rebuttal argueent shall be approved and signed 

by a eajority of the coeelttee responsible for Its 

preparat.lan. Separate signed letters of approval .. y be 

subllitted in· ·the sa88 .amer as for "the ·original argu.ents.• 

-End-

SECOND R E A D I N G 
-2- rl r, ! 
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Hr14' 1mL MO. ..LQ.Z 
INTRODU(;ED BY s 44-J 

BY REQUEST OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED• "AN ACT AMENDING SECTIOHS 

13-27-"06 AND 13-27-ltOT, NCAo TO REVISE THE DEADLINES FOR 

FILING BALLOT ISSUE ARGIUIENTS AND REBUTTAL M\GUfiENTSJ AND TO 

CLARIFY THE RESULT OF NOT MEETING THE OEAOLINEo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Sectiort 1. Section 13-'27-lt06e HCAe Is -nded to read: 

•13.-27-lt06. LiaitaUon .., length of argu-~ u-

of fIll ng. An argu .. nt adVocatl ng ~apprOYal or rejecuan of a 

ballot Issue Is ~llaited to 500 words and shall be filede in 

typewritten forao with the secretary of state no later than 

~..,., 5 II•• 1M! t:ba 90\b ..., before the election at which 

the Issue will be vo-ted on by 1:.he people• .Arg!WftMA rec;cjlH!!d 

18 aft;er tbft tili'Q9 dgodl lntj MY· nqt be in,Jydssl i 0 the yphr 

19 ipfpragtlon pawpblgt, A eajorltf of the co-ittee 

?a responsible for preparation aust approve and sign each 

21 argu-nt filed. Separate signed letters of approval of an 

22 argueent -y be filed· with the secretary of state by eeebers 

23 of a co .. lttee If necessary to eeet the filing deadline.• 

2 ... Section 2. Section 13-27-ltOl• MCAo Is aeended to read: 

25 "13-21-ltOlo Rebuttal arguaents. The secretary of state 
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shaH provide copies~ of the ..-g-•ts edwvc:ating apprO¥al « 

rejectlOR of a ballot issue to the .. ebers of t... adVersary 

c-it;t;ee no latal"·- 1 day following the fHiDg·of both 

the approval and rejection ar~nts for~ the Issue~ in his 

office. The co•l tt:eas ear prepare .re .... ttal arg-ntr> no 

longer then 250 1o10rds that shell be filede in typewritten 

for•• with the t<ecretary of etcrta no later than l8 deJ• !i 

P•• ·on the lOth !leY after the deadll·ne f« f i 1 ktg the 

original argu .. nts• Rebyttal argueents r•s••Y•d after the 

f-illpg deadll.na MY 091; be lqc]ycled in·~ttw ypt.er lgf•MS,ipg 

p._bl•t• Discussion In the rabvtt:el ar!JUIIent ~ aust be 

COfttlned to the sal>ject -tt:er rarsed tn~ the erguaent 1teing 

rebutted. The rebuttal argli-nt shall be approved and signed 

by a eajorlty of the coe.ittee responsible for Its 

prapareU on .. Separate Signed letters of approval -y be 

subllltted in ·she saae eanner as for the~ ~wlginal ar-nts.• 

-End-

T H I R D R E A D T rJ G 
-z-


