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INTRODUCED BY ·~ 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EoutATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED• •AN ACT TD ALLDII THE BOARD OF 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PER~T SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAN lSO SCHOOL DAYS DF PUPil INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR 

IF AN EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; 

AMENDING SECTIONS 20-l-301 ANO 20-2-121, NCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1o section ZD-1-301, MCA, is a.anded to· tead: 

•20-1-301. School fiscal year. !11 The school fiscal 

year shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. At least 180 

school days of pupil Instruction sh•ll be conducted during 

each school fiscal year, eKcept that~ 

.LU 175 days of pupil Instruction for graduating 

seniors 11ay be sufflc lent as provided In 2D-9-313yJ. ·.,.. - !kl a variance for kindergarten has--been pay be 

granted under 20-1-302J. er 

~ a district *-~ granted a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9, part a, of this title.~ 

ldl a district eay hg granted a yaciance by the bpacd 

of pyblic education tg Gonduct l@•$ than 180 school days jf 
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LC 0515/01 

the di&trlc;J copdw;tS an QquiQlCftt puMer of hours thrmtgh 

lgoger schpol davs gf puniJ lnst[UCJign and aeets all gthgr 

condjJ:jons requj rgd by the board pf pttbl ic edw;atjM. 

.uJ. Any district that faih 1:o provide for at least 

180 school days of pupil instruction m t-h• equtya)Mt; Shall 

not be entitled to receive any apportio.,..nt of the state 

Interest and inc..., funds. Any such ·forfeited •oneys shall 

be apportioned by the county superintendent to the other 

ele.antary- districts of his ·countr.• 

Section 2. Section 2D-2-121o NCA• Is a~nded to read• 

•2o-2-121. Board of public education -- powers and 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

Cl) effect an orderly and unifor• syste• for teacher 

certification• specialist certification and for· the ·Issuance 

of an a.ergency authorization of e~loJIIent by adopting the 

policies prescribed by 2D-it-'l02 and 20-it-'1lli 

(2) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

~rovisions of 20-4-110; 

(3) ddminister and order the distribu~ion ~ state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

20-9-34ft; 

(4) adopt and enforce policies to provide uniform 

standa~ds and regulations for the designt con5tructlon. and 

-2-
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operation of school buses In accordance with the provisions 

of ZD-10-111; 

3 (5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nuaber of 

~ hours in a distrlct•s sc~l day In accordance with the 

5 

6 

T 

8 

provisions of zo-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies 

school -y be conduct<ld 

pupil-instruction-related 

prescribing the conditions vhen 

on Saturday and the types of 

days and approval procedure for 

9 such days In accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

10 2o-I-3o-t; 

11 (TJ adopt standards of accreditation and est~ltsh the 

1Z accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

13 provisions of 20-T-101 aDd 2o-1-102; 

1<\ (8) approve or diS"J>prove educational -dla selected 

15 by the superintendent of public Instruction for the 

16 educational .-.!Ia library in accordance with the proVish>ns 

17 of zo-7-201; 

18 (9J adopt policies for the conduct of special 

19 education in accordance with the provisions of ZD-7-402; 

20 &tQl adapt rulu fo( iiPR'oyal pf a yw lance fpr a 

21 sdagol dh;1;riGt tg cgoduct M •QNiyaJeet tg thp re.d-red 

22 ppeber gt §Chpgl d;tys gf pypil Instruction In ;tccprdaoc;e 

2~ wjth the prpyisiQDS pf 2Q=l•lQJ: iQd 

2<\ +l9tL11l perfore any other duty prescribed froa tlae to 

25 t;;..., by this title or any other act of the legislature.• 
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App. by comm. on education 
and cultural resources 

HOUSE B1ll NDo 99 

INTRODUCED BY Jo HAMMOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: •AN ACT TO AlLDif THE BOARD OF 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CONDUCT LESS 

T~~ 180 SCHOOL DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR 

IF AN EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAY Sl Ill 

pBQYIDE fQB"ApPRQY&l Of EQUIVALENT PLAN DJ DISTRICT YQIEBS; 

""ENDING SECTIONS ZD-1-30~ AND zo-2-121, "'"•• 

BE lT ENACTED BY ·THE LEIOlSLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 26-l-301, MeA, is a.ended to read: 

•zo-1-301. S~hool fiscal year. ~The s~hool fiscal 

year shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. At least 180 

school days of pupil Instruction shall be conducted during 

each school fiscal year, except that~ 

Lal 175 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors •aJ be su~~icient as provided in ZD-9-313y• er --LQl a variance for kindergarten has--been aa¥ b9 

granted under 20-l-302& er 

~ a district~~ granted a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9, p-art a, of thl s t.i tl e.l..-..QL 

fdl a djstrict .,, be granted • variance by the bpard 
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HB 0099/02 

qf ll''bl i c edyc:at,joo to comtnst Jwsi tbao tao scbpg) day$ if 

t,be district cqgdqcts an gqut !(l!legt ..... r pf· hgc«r• ·:f:bcgugh 

lpngar school days qt ptiJJII inatructign iiDd.i. -ts all pSb9r 

cgortttions; rBwi·rcd hy the bgard qf publi,; edusat;fqn, yn 

COMPllf$ MITH THE PBQYIStQNS OF fSEtTJQM 3)e 

~ Any district that falls to provide for at least 

180 school days of pupil instruction oc the ·equtya}IIA1; shall 

not be entitled to recelvd any apportio~nt of the state 

Interest and Inc...., funds. Any such 'forfeited .. neys shall 

be apportioned b1 the county superintendent to ~ other 

ele.antary districts of his county.• 

Section z. Section Z0-2-121o MCA, Is ... nded to read: 

•zo-2-121. Board of publ tc educatfoft 

duties. The board of pul>l h: education shall: 

p-rs and 

(1) effect an orderly Bftd unf.fora srst- for teacher 

certification• specialist certification and for the issuance 

of an e .. rgency authorization of ..ploy .. nt by adopting the 

policies prescribed by ZG-lt-102 and ZD-'1-111; 

(Z) consider the suspension· or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and :appeals fro• the denia.1 of' 

teacher or specialist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

13) a~fnlster and order the distribution of state 

equalizati·on aid In acconiance with t.he prowi.skms of 

ZD-9-3lt~; 
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HB 0099/0Z 

{~) adopt and enforce polici~s to provide unifor• 

standards and regulat-ions for the design, constl"uct.ion. and 

operation of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 2G-1G-1ll; 

(S) approve or disapprove a reduc~ion of the nu.be~ of 

hours In a· district•& school day In accordance with the 

provisions of 20-1-302; 

(6) adopt poHcies prescribing the conditions oohen 

school ·•ay be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-Instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days In accordance with the provisions of 20-l-303 and 

2G-l-J04; 

171 adopt standards of accreditation-and establish the 

accreditation status ·of every school In accordance with the 

provisions of ZG-7-101 and ZG-7-102; 

(8)" approve or disapprove educational .edla selected 

by the superintendent of public Instruction for the 

educnional -dia library In accordance with ~he provisions 

of zo-1-201; 

191 ·adopt policies for the conduct of special 

education In accordance with the provisions -of ZG-7-+02; 

(lQI adgpt rylft$ for agprqval of a variance for a 

schpp! di·strlct. h C:QDduCf; ",in equjyalept t;e ttw CIQMj(Rd 

nuFor of KMpl ·daya pf ·pupil -Jpst;,ryr;t.lgn ip ac;c;ar.daoca 

with tbp prgyiatgns of 2D=l-)Dl: apd 
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~&t~ perfor• any other duty prescribed fru. ti•e to 

tiae by this title or any other act of the legislature.• 

THERE IS A NEW M(A SECIIQN THAT REApS: 

NEM $EtliQNe Section 3-. Di5trict e 1 ect. ion for 

approval of school year equlv•lent· plan. Before a district 

applies to the board of educa~ioA tor a variance to conduct 

an equivalent to the required 180 school day$ of pupil 

Instruction as provided in 2G-1-301• the trustees of the 

dis~rfct au&t subait the question of the school year 

equivalent plan to the electors of the district tor approval 

a~·a regular or special school election conducted under the 

election provisions of Title 20. 

-End-
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~8th Legislature 

1 

z 
STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 99 

HB 99 

3 committee on Education and cultural Resources 

4 

5 A state.ant ot intent ls required for this bill because 

6 it ~llowi the Board of Public Education to grant perMission 

1 to a school district to conduc~ a school fisca1 year of Jess 

8 than 180 school days by conducting an equivalent number of 

9 hours. 

The Board 

procedures: 

shall 10 

11 

12 (1) indication 

adopt 

that the 

the following approyal 

first phase of the 

13 implementation of the school fisca1 year equivalency plan is 

14 a pilot phase with appro~al for a liaited nuaber of 

15 districts; 

16 (Z 1 any deadlines for application that •ay be 

17 necessary to designate; 

18 (3) provisions that scnool officials huld an election 

19 for imple•entation of the school fiscal year e4uivalency 

21 plan and pro~ide a certificate of election prior to 

21 application; 

22 (4) indication that the plan shall be subject to 

23 review by the state superintendent of ~ubllc instruction; 

24 (5) indication that the approved plan would be g.-anted 

25 for 2 years and renewable if It is evaluated to be workable 

2 

H8 99 

and educationally sound by both the school district and the 

Board of Public Education. 

-2-
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

HOUSE BILL 99 z 
3 

4 

toamittee on Education and Cultural Resources 

liB 99 

5 A state-a~ of intent is required for this bill because 

b it allGWS the Board of Public Education to grant peraission 

7 to a school district to conduct a school fiscal year of less 

8 than 180 school days by conducting an equivalent nu.Oer of 

9 

10 

H 

12 

nours. 

The Soard 

procedures: 

shall 

(l) indication 

adopt 

that the 

the following approval 

first phase of the 

13 implementation of the school fiscal year equivalency plan is 

l~ a pi 1 ot phase with approval for e--H·~~e<I--IOifaber--Df' A 

15 H!ll~UM QE FIVE districts; 

lb (2) any deadlines for application that· May "be 

17 necessary to designate; 

18 (3) provisions that school officials hold an election 

19 for i~plementation of the school fiscal year equivalency 

20 pla~ and provide a certificate of election prior to 

21 application; 

22 (~) indication that the plan shall be subject to 

23 review by the state 5uperi~tendent of public instruction; 

Zit (5) indication that the approved plan would be granted 

Z5 for 2 y~ars and renewable if it is evaluated to be workable 

1 

z 

HB 99 

and educationally sound by both the school district and the 

aoard of Public Education. 

-2-
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HOOSE BILL NOo 99 

INTRODUCED BY .Ia HANHotiD 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD Of Pllii.IC EOUC.ATIOH 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALlOW THE BOARD OF 

PUBliC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CONDUCT lESS 

THAN 180 SCHOOL DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR 

IF AN EQUIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; Ig 

PRPYIDE FOB apPRpYAL OF E;DUJVN-EU Pb4H U DISTRICT YQIEBSj 

AMENDING SECTIONS Zo-1-301 AND 20-Z-1Z1o MCAl IMP P8QYIDINi 

IN EFFECTJV§ DATE.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section zo-1-301, MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•zo-1•301. School fiscal year. Ll1 The school· fiscal 

year shall begin on July 1 and end an June 30. At least 180 

school days of pupil lnstreetion shall be conducted during 

each school fiscal year, except that£ 

~ 1TS days of pupil instruction for graduating 

seniors •ay be sufficient as provided in Z0-9-313y~ or -.lbJ. a variance ~or kindergarten MY be 

granted under 2D-l-302~ or 

.1Ll a district +s ~ granted a variance unde.r the 

provisions uf chapter 9• par~ 8w of ~his title.~ 
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HB 0099/03 

fdJ a dl strict; MU be granted a yari·aoce .by the board 

of publ j c educati-on t;o conduct le1s t.bao 110 sc:bogl daY• it 

t:be district c;gnducts an equjyaleat; O"D•r pr bgyra thrpugb 

Jon.ger school dftya Of JB1fJ11 in&"trst;,IM ads, Mets a)) OJ:ber 

conditions- re.lr•d by t;,be hgacd gf ptebli-c; adyca;tjoop ANQ 

C:!II!PLIES MITH THE PBDYUIONS Of (SfCIIQN 3J• 

LZJ. Afty district that falls to provide for at least 

180 school days a¥ pupil instruction « -tiM equivalent shall 

not be entitled to receive any apportio-nt of the state 

interest and Income funds. Any ·such forfeited .aneys $ha11 

be apportioned by the county superintendent to the other 

ele-ntary districts of his co.,..ty.• 

Section 2. Section 20-2-121, MCAo is a.ended to read: 

•zo-2-121. Board of publi~ education --powers and 

duties. The board of public education "halll 

(1) effect an orderly and unlfora systea for teacher 

certlfi·cat.ion, spet:Jalist certification and for the issuance 

of an ~•ergency authorization of e~loy.ent by adopting the 

policies prescribed by Zo-'t-102 and ZD-4-111; 

fZ) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals fro• the denial of 

teacher or spec.Jal-ist certification In accordance with the 

provisions of Z0-4-110; 

(3} adMinister and order the distribution o~ state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

-2- HB 99 
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2D-9-3't'li 

('tl adopt and enforce policies to p~ovlde unif~• 

standards and regulations for the design, construction• and 

operatien of school buses in accordance with the provisions 

of 2o-1o-111; 

(5) app~ove or disapprove a reduction of the nu-r of 

ho~rs in a district•s SChool day in accordance with the 

provisions of 2G-1-302; 

(61 adopt policies presc~ibing the conditions when 

school May be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil•instruction-related days and approval p~ocedure for 

such days In acco~dance with the provisions of 2G-1-303 and 

2G-1-30'1; 

(71 adopt standards of accreditation and er;tilbll&h the 

acc~editation status ·of· every school tn accordance with the 

provisions 1>f ZG-7-101 and 2G-1-l02; 

by 

(81 approve or disappr...,. edVcaU-1 •dl• selected 

the super int:endent of pub I ic instruction for the 

19 educational .. dia ·library In acco~danca with the provisions 

20 

21 

of 2()-7-201; 

(9) adopt policies for the conduct of special 

22 education in accordance with the p~OYIIiions ·of 2o-7-'t02; 

23 (10) adQp1;, rule:;,- for approval pf • v• i.aos;w . fgr • 

2'. aUlDOJ dJ &t(fct; tQ condUCt an C(lUtuJeot tq 1;Q (egairocf 

25 ng.ar gf scbpgl days gf pug I 1 iN!ft.ruct,ioo in at.GQ£djli'Ke 
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HB 0099/03 

with the proyi$iops of 2Q=l-)Ot; agd 

~Bt~ perfor• any other duty presc~ibad f~o• tl .. to 

~I.e by this title or any other ac~ of the legislature.• 

THERE IS A MEW MCA $ftl1QM THAT lfAM; 

NEW SfCTIQN. Section 3. District election for 

approval o~ school year equivalent plan. Before a district 

applies to the board of education for a variance to conduct 

an equivalent to the ~equired -180 school days of pupil 

instruction as· p~ovided In 2D-l-30h the t~ust:ees of the 

district must sub•it the question of the school yea~ 

equi•alent plan to the electors of the district for app~oval 

at a regular or special school election conducted unde~ the 

election p~ovlsions of Title zo. 

NEM $ECTIQNe $£Cltpa-4e ffFEtliiE QAIE. THI$ ACT IS 

EfffCTIYE.QN p4S$AGE AMQ appsoye1. 

-En~ 

~ HB 99 
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2 

3 

~ 

STATEMENT OF INTE~T 

HOUSE BILL 99 

Committee on Education and Cultural Resources 

~ ~ statement of intent Is required for this bill because 

6 it all~ws the Soard of Public Education to grant per•isslon 

1 to a school district to conduct a school fiscal year of less 

8 than 180 school days by conducting an equivalent number of 

9 ho~r~. 

10 The Board shall adopt the following approval 

11 procedlJres; 

12 (l) indication that. the first phase of the 

13 imple~entation of the school fiscal year equivalency plan is 

1~ a pilot phase with approval for e--~+•~~e~--ft~ber--of A 

15 dA~lauU-DE-f~~ dlst•lcts; 

16 (2) any deadlines for ap;.tlication that may be 

17 necess3ry to designate; 

18 (3) provisions that school officials hold an election 

19 for implementation of the school fiscal year equivalency 

ZO ~lan and provide a certificate of election prior to 

Zl ap~litdtion; 

2l (~) indic..at.ion that the plan shall he ~ubject to 

23 revle• by the state superintendent of public instruction; 

2~ ( ~) indication that the approved plan would be qranted 

25 tor l tears and renewable if it is evaluated to be workable 

2 

and ~ducatlonally sound by both the school district and the 

Board of Public Education. 

-2-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 99 

INTRODUCED ~y Jo HAMMOND 

BY REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO ALLOW THE BOARD OF 

PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PERMIT SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO CONDUCT LESS 

THAI'! 130 SCHOOL DAYS OF PUPIL INSTRUCTION IN A SCHOOL YEAR 

1f A~ E~UIVALENT IS PROVIDED THROUGH LONGER SCHOOL DAYS; ~ 

e!Qll..lllf-flllL&eeBWlALllf..~ULEiiLeU.ILJU.JU,SIRICI lliUJ;all 

A~ENOI~G SECTIONS 20-1-301 ANO ZO-Z-121t HCA: ANQ PRQ~KG 

AJL.Effft.llU-OAll·· 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

s~ctlon 1. Section 20-1-301• MCA, is amended to read: 

•20-1-301. School fiscal year. ~ The school fiscal 

year shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30. At least 180 

school days of pupil Instruction shall be conducted dt.Jring 

~ach ~~hool fiscal year, except that~ 

L~l 175 days of pupil instruction for graduating 

$eniors ~ay be sufficient as provided in 20-9-313y~ er 

ttnte" 

i~l a variance for kindergarten he~--been ma¥--b2 

g~anted under 20-l-302£ e~ 

L~l a district +s .aX-be granted a variance under the 

provisions of chapter 9, part St of this title.~_gL 
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HB 0099/03 

111.L..-ll..ltiULl.J;:t-JIU be guDtll.ll-iL.lcliL.I.~y the bgard 

gf __ gubli~AtLon to conduct Jess than 1AQ_$Ghgol d~if 

~LIIiatLJ..s;t...s;gwluJ;:t~~ilhnt.._olaluu:_of-bg.u:.L..:ttu::QIUib 

loaQ&t-~ol-ailtA-of_p»g~.:tryc:tloo aad£ a&et• all o:tber 

"Dd.i.t.Lons cequ.i.uuL-b¥--t.bLiulard of publis; educations AND 

~Ll!;.s...liUILlll!;-fl!llllJ.lil.lltfS-llE-Uftl: IIIN 3l-

LZ~ Any district that fails to provide for at least 

180 school days of pupil instruction AL-t,bt_egutyolcot shall 

not be entitled to receive any a~portion•ent of the state 

interest and Income funds. Any such ~orfelted moneys shall 

be apportioned by the county superintendent to the other 

elementary districts of his county.• 

Sactlon 2. Section 20-Z-lZlt ~CAt is amended to read: 

~zo-2-lZl· Board of public education -- powers and 

duties. The board of public education shall: 

(1) effect an orderly and uniform system for teacher 

certificatlon9 specialist certification and for the Issuance 

of ~~ emergency authorization of employment by adopting the 

pollci•s prescribed by 20-4-102 and zo-~-111; 

(~) consider the suspension or revocation of teacher 

or specialist certificates and appeals from the denial of 

teacher or sp~clalist certification in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-4-110; 

{J) administer and order the distribution of state 

equalization aid in accordance with the provisions of 

-z- HB 99 
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20-9-3~4; 

{4) adopt and enforce pnlicies to provide uniform 

standards and regulations for the design, construction, and 

operation of school buses In accordance with the provisions 

o¥ 20-10-111; 

(5) approve or disapprove a reduction of the nu~ber of 

hours in a district's school day in accordance with the 

pruvisions of Z0-1-302; 

(6) adopt policies prescrJbing the conditions when 

school aa, be conducted on Saturday and the types of 

pupil-instruction-related days and approval procedure for 

such days in accordance with the provisions of 20-1-303 and 

20-1-304; 

(7) adopt standards of accreditation and establish the 

accreditation status of every school in accordance with the 

provisions of 20-7-101 and 2o-7-102; 

by 

(8) approve or dls•pprove educational media selected 

the superintendent of public Instruction for the 

19 educational medfa library In accordance with the provisions 

20 of 2o-1-201; 

21 (9) adopt pollclas for the conduct of special 

22 education in accordance Mith the provisions of 20-7-402; 

23 ilJU..~rules fAL-i!llll..tllX.aL.. gf a yariapce ..tllL..-il 

24 ~ol-~t~~A~-AA-AQulyalent to the reguirad 

25 nu.b&c-~f~~l-da¥A-Of__gyoll--1Dstryct!gD--LQ occgrdan~ 
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ld111..tb!WU:Altl.daos of 211:.l:lllll ... .illd 

f~8t1lll perform any other duty prescribed fro• ti•e to 

time by this title or any other act of the legislatur~." 

IlJfRE-lLA..lU.IW!k4-s.Etlllllli-It14I...lllallll 

~tM~LlD~ Section 3. District election for 

approval of school year equivalent plan. Before a district 

ap~l ies to the board .:f education for- a variance to conduct 

an P.quivalent to the required 180 school days of pupil 

instruction as provided in 20-1-301• the trustees of the 

aistrlct must sub•it the question of the school yPar 

equiv~len·t plan to the electors of the district for approval 

at a regular or special school election conducted under the 

election provisions of Title zo. 

~flt....SEUlllf!&-.!illillllll..h_Ufftllll.LllAIE&.....IlllLJJ:L..l.S. 

tfff~Il~f_Q~4SS4af...4HD-4ee&a¥4La 
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