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Introduced: 01/05/83 

Referred to Committee on Judiciary: 01/05/83 
Hearing: 1/12/83 
Report: 01/13/83, Do Not Pass 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO CIIAHGE THE PENAlTIES 

THAT'MAY BE IMPOSED UPON YOUTHS FOR UNLAMFUl POSSESSION OF 

INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES AND FOR MOTOR VEHICLE VIOlATIONS; 

AND TO PROVIDE A CONTEMPT Of COURT REMEDY; AMENDING SECTIONS 

lt5-5-6Zit AND 61-1Z-601o MCA.• 

BE JT ENACTED BY 1ltE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section lt~5-6Zito MCAo Is a.ended to read: 

•lt~5-6Zit. unlawful possession · of an· Intoxicating 

substance by childr·en. (1) A person under the age of 18 

years co••i-ts the offens8 of possession of aa intoxi·catlng 

substance If he knowingly has In his possession an 

i nt-oxlcat i ng substance other· than an al cobol i c beverage. A 

person under the age of 19 co .. lts the offense of pos&V&slon 

of an intoxicating substance If he ·kn-lngly has In his 

possession an alcoholic beverage, except that be does not 

co .. lt the offense when In the course of his eaployaent it 

is necessary to possess alcoholic beverages. 

(2) A person convicted of the offense of possession of 

an Intoxicating substance shall be fined not to exceed S50~ -
etteee" 18 -~-er-lte4!h prdered 1;g Sdi!Piat,e an -ln1lD¥i,oting 
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:uabstanc:e iilfMwation myra• apprqyed by ttw depart•ot gf 

.l.Dajty1j.Jqoa. or hayg·bi·s dciMr•s Jic:epae I.MIMOded fgr MQ 

So 90 dAft or b• ···wbiWCttld 1;p . • ,_ ~ 'CM!i'R•t•u ·pf these 

pg•11;tes·. A pea•· .·••y ._,. held · ig ciM!t;..-t Qf s;wrt IMMier 

3..;.UJ:t4QJ: de *'-1-309 ·for fall lop Jp c;ogl-«te an inferptlpp 

CP"t•• or ru caysin« bl$ child or ward to fail to coeplete 

an i:pforaat;J·qf1 CrM!CSft. 

tal If proceedings are held in the youth court, the 

preceding peRe+~~ psnalttes~ dg not apply• and the 

offender shall be treated as an alleged youth In need of 

supervision as defined in 41-5-103113). In such case. the 

youth court ..,y ...,ter l.ts judg•ent llllder +l-5-523.• 

Section z. Section 61-12-601• MCAo Is a .. nded to read: 

•61-12-601. Unlawful operation by •inor 

jurisdiction of courts - penalties. (1) The district courts 

and the justices• courts of the state and the eunlcipal and 

city courts of cities and towns shall have concurrant 

original jurisdiction in all proceed-ings concerning the 

unlawful operation of ~tor vehicles by children under ~he 

age of 18 years. 

(2) Whenever. af~er a hearing before ~he cour~w it 

shall be found that a child under the age of 18 years has 

unlawfully operated a aotor vehicle• ~he court may: 

(a) impose a fine, 

which •a¥ be iaposed under this titl• fgr the yjglatioq 
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1 f.auml• provided such child shall not be iloprisoned for 

2 failure to pay such finel 

3 fb) revoke the driver•s 1 lcensa of such chi Jd. or 

4 suspend the saae for such ti .. as aay be fixed by the court; 

5 and 

6 (C) order any -or vehicle ·-ned or operated by such 

7 child to be iapounded by the probation officer for such 

a ti-• not exceeding 60 .S.rs• as shall be fixed by· the court. 

9 -vero · lf the court shall find that the operation of such 

10 aetor velticle was without the cons- of the owner, then 

11 such vehicle shall not be ioqloundedo 

12 {3) Upon nonpayaent of an; ·fine herein p~ovlded for, 

13 the court INY order that any -oo: vehicle -ned by said 

lit child or operated by said child with the consent of the 

15 o1011er shoo11 be ·Japoun- until the fine shall be paid• or 

16 .... , order that the driver•• license of such child shall be 

17 taken up and held by the probation officer unttl payaent of 

18 said fine, or aay ·cause both said .otor vehicle and said 

19 driver•s license to be taken up and iapounded until such 

20 fine shall be paid; but no child shall be co .. ltted to or 

21 held In any detention faciJ ity or jail by reason of 

22 nonpay .. nt of such fine.• 

-End-

-3-


