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Bill printed and placed on 
members• desks. 
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Considered correctly 
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Third reading, passed. 
'!'ransm.itted to Senate. 

IN THE SENATE 
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Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. Report adopted. 

Second read.inq, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
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Sent to enrollinq. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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INTROOUCEO BY_\. ~M 4~ A_~ ,-a _.L{ 

•toll ACT ALLOIIIIIG THE DRIVER OF 

AN OVERTAKEN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL Oil THE SHOULDER OF A TMD-LANE 

HIGHWAY UNTIL HE IS PASSED IF IT IS SAFE TO DO SO; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-8-311 AND 61-8-323• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MOHIANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-311• MCA• is aaended to read: 

•61-8-311. Hini•ua speed regulations. (1) A person aay 

not drive a IDOtor vehicTe at. a speed slo111 enough to l11pede 

or block the nor•al and reasonable .ove-.wt of traffic 

except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or 

in col'lpl i ance with 1 aw. 

(2) On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe 

be~ause of traffic in the opposite direction or other 

conditions• a slow-•ovlng vehicle• including a passenger 

vehicle, behind Which four or •ore vehicles are for•ed in 

line shall turn off the roadWay at the nearest place 

designa~ed as a turnout by signs erected by the authority 

having jurisdiction over the highway or wherever sufficient 

area for a safe turnout exists in order to per•it the 

vehieles following it to proceed. If the shoulder of the 

highway to the rjgbt Of the pyertakep yebjc]e js Wjde enqugb 
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LC 0502/01 

and Is ·to -a CQnditiPO al lgyi ng satv· t;·fjll1MJ, the de jyar gt 

J:be oyer;taken yebic).a M! 'drjyg oot;.o the sbwldar agd 

pro<eed at; a &·afe speed 1Ml1j,ll JM$$ede As us.ed in this 

section a slov-.avin~ Vehicle is one which is proceeding at 

a rate of speed leas· than the nor.al flow of traffic at the 

particular ti- and place. The depart.ent of highways i5 

authorized to designate and construe~ such turnouts and to 

erect signs at appropriate places advhing aotorilots of this 

statute. 

(3) If the depart-nt of hlgl1ways or local authoritl.es 

within their respective jurisdictions deteraine on the basis 

of an engineering and traffic investigation that slow speeds 

on any part of a highway consistently i•pede the nor.al and 

reasonable •ovement of trafflc7 tha coa•ission or the local 

authority •ay set a •ini.u• speed li•lt below which a person 

May not drlve a vehicle except when necessary for safe 

operation or in coapliance with law.• 

section 2. Section 61-8-3237 MCA• is a.anded to read: 

•&1-8-323. overtaking a vehicle on the Jeft. The 

following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 

vehicles proceeding in the sa.e direction• subject to those 

limitations, exceptionst and special rules 

stated: 

hereinafter 

(1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 

proceeding in the sa•e direction shall pass to the left 

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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LC 0502/01 

I thereof at a saf·e distance and shall not again drive to the 

2 right side of the roadway until safely clear of the 

3 overtaken vehicle. 

., (2) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is 

5 per•ittede the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give Nay 

6 to the right In favor of the· overtaking vehicle on audible 

1 sign-al and shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until 

8 co•pletel y passed by the oMrtaking vehicle. llben giving 

9 way to the r j Qbt; go a tvp=l ane hi ghw"Y' be a.q 1:r ayel upgn 

10 the $houlder at • safe spnd untjl gas&ed if t;he shoold•r is 

11 widg epgugb aQd Is io a sgn4itipd allQMjDQ sofe tra¥41.• 

-End-

-3-



48th Legislature LC OS02/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

'!I 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

Zl 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Approved by Committee 
on Highways & Transportation 

INTRDDOCEO BY_.\, 1X\M (/~ A-?4 .a,..y;; 

T ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOWING THE DRIVER OF 

AN OVERTAKEN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL ON THE SHOULDER OF A TWD-LANE 

HIGHWAY UNTIL HE IS PASSED IF IT IS SAFE TO 00 SO; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-8-311 AND 61-B-323• NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 6l-&-3lle JIICAt is uaended to read: 

•61-8-311. Mlnlau. speed regulations. (1) A person aay 

not drive a •otor vehic"l·e at; a speed slow enough to iapede 

or block the noraal aod reasonable .ava.ent of traffic 

except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or 

in co•pliance with law. 

(Z) On a two-lane hl~way where passing is unsafe 

because of ~raffle in the opposite direction or other 

conditions~ a slow-80¥ing vehiclee including a passenger 

vehicle, behind which four or •ore vehicles are foraed in 

line shalt turn off the roadWay at the nearest place 

designated as a turnout by signs erected by the authority 

having jurisdiction over the highway or wherever sufficient 

area -for a safe turnout exists in order to perait the 

vehicles following it t~ proceed. If the abgyldar of the 

blohway to the rjght gf t;he gvertakM yebitl• is Wide enovgb 
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and Is 'lp ~. CAOtiJ,l-Qpj' ·allqviD(t aaftt·1it .... l• tb• *iU« of 

the over't•k8ft bbic).e MQ 'driy• M1;p tba Hwdder Md 

pra;etd at·· Qf• &peed upt;.IJ -- ·••sed· As used in t.his 

section a slo,.....,vln!j Yehicle Is - which i.s proceeding at 

a rate of speed less than the nor•al ~low of trafflc at the 

partl:cular ti- and place. The departaent of llighWal's Is 

authorized to designate and construct such turnouts and to 

erect signs at aPPropriate places advising aotorl•ts of this 

statute. 

C3) If the depart-nt of hlgi\Vays or local authorit.o.es 

within their respectiv.a jurisdictions deter•i- on the basis 

of an englnlifering and traff'ic ·investigation t:hat slow speeds 

on any part of a highway consistently lapede the norooal and 

reasonable .ove•ent of traffic• ~he co .. is•ion or the local 

authority ••Y set a •lnl.u• speed llalt below which a person 

.ay not drive a vehicle except when necessary for safe 

operation or in ~pllance with law.• 

Section 2. Section 61-8-323, MCA• is a~nded to read: 

•61-8-323. overtaking a vehicle on ~he left. The 

following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 

vehicles proceeding In the saaa dir•ctiono subject to those 

limltationst exceptions, and special rules hereinafter 

stated: 

(l) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 

proceeding in the sa•e direction shall pass to the left 

SECOND 
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1 thereof at a safe- distance and shall ·not again drive to the 

2 right side of the roadway until safely clear of the 

3 overtaken vehicle• 

" (2) Except when ·overtaking and passing on the right is 

s per•itted• the·drlver of an .vertaken vehicle 5hall give way 

6 to the right in favor of the· overtaking vehicle on audible 

7 signal and shall not lncreao;e the speed of' his vehicle until 

8 co•pletely passed by the overtaking •ehlcle. Mbeo giyipg 

9 way t,Q the right go a two-Jane highwaY• tw way :J;rftel upon 

10 · tiM ahQaOder et a &•fe speed untjl paa5ed if t;h• ab®Jder i 5 

11 Jd.dll en-ah ·and Is ·i·o a c•djtiM aJJcwtng aofe ·t,rayel.• 

-End-

-3-
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INTROOUCEO BY_..I, !'Rjte (/~ A-?4 ·g~ 

T ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOMIMG THE ORI¥ER OF 

AN OVERTAKEN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL OR THE SHOULDER OF A TWO-LANE 

HIGHWAY UNTIL HE IS PASSED IF IT IS SAFE TO DO SO; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-B-311 AND 61-B-323• NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. section 61-8-311• MCA• is aeeaded to read: 

•61-8-311. MiniMUM speed regulations. 11) A person .ay 

not driwe a •ot:Or vehicl":a at. a speed- sloM enough to iapede 

or bloc:k the nor.al and reasonable -v..-nt of traffic 

except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation or 

in co•pliance with laM. 

(2) on a · two-1 ane highway where passing Is ·unsafe 

because of traffic in the opposite direction or other 

conditions. a slow-MOVIng vehicle• including a passenger 

vehicle, behJnd which four or aora vehicles are for•ed in 

line shall turn off the roadWay at the nearest place 

designated as a turnout by signs erected by the authority 

having jurisdiction over the highway or wherever sufficient 

area for a safe turnout exists in order to pennit the 

vehicles following it to proceed. If tOO Shoulder of the 

highway to the right of t.bt: oyertalum yebicla js wjde enough 
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aQd ·f·a 'fQ -a cndi.1il-·- eJlqying Mf'!t· \EaMJ·t tiJ• drjWJr'' p"f 

the PVV&@IIt90 nbh:Je · ·•• ·"'«in cwt;.p the ljhcwlcler: Md 

pr«..a at a «af• &peed -ycrtll tMI&ed• As used in this 

section a •low-.ovtng vehicle Is one which Is proceeding at 

a ra~e of speed less than the nor .. l flOM of traffic at the 

parti:cufar ti• and place. The departaent of bighVays Is 

authorized to designate and constrvct such turnouts and to 

erect signs at approprtat<t· places advtsf·ng -torlsts of this 

statute. 

13) If the depart-nt of hl~ays or local ·authorltl

wlthln t:helr ·respective jurisdictions •terai,. an the basis 

of an engln .. ring and traffic lnvestlgatlon that slow speeds 

on any part of a highway consistently !.pede the nor-1 and 

reasonable •ove•ent of traffic• the co-ission- 01' the local 

authority aay set a alnlwu• speed ll•lt below which a person 

aoay not drive a vehicle except om- necessary for safe 

~peration or in coapliance with law.• 

section z. Section 61-8-323• MCA• is aaended to read: 

•61-B-323. overtaking a vehicle on the lert. The 

folloHing rules shall govern th• overtaking and passing of 

vehicles proceeding in the saea direction. subject to those 

1 illi tat ions, exceptions, and special rules 

s-ta-ted: 

hereinafter 

{1) The dr lver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 

r-roceedlng in -the sa•e direction shall pass to the left 

T H I R D R E A D I ~ G 
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the~eof at e safe distance and shall not again d~ive to 

~lght side of the ~oadway until safely clear of 

the 

the 

3 overtaken vehicle, 

4 (2J ~xcept when ·overtaking and pass'ng on the ~ight is 

S peraittedo the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall gift way 

6 to the ~lght itt favor of the· overtaking vehicle on IIUdlble 

7 signal and shall not Increase the speed of his vehicle until 

B co.pletely passed by the· overtaking vehiclea · Mbep giyioq 

9 way to the r i gbt; go a two-1 ano hi gbw•Y• he ••y t;rayel upon 

10 the lbpu)-cfer at a •• ,. s .. d uptiJ passed if t;h• shmiJdgr i·s. 

11 wfdt!l eruwpb 'add Is ·J-g @ condJtiM al)fWipg aate traysJ.• 

-~nd-

-3-
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HOUSE BILL NO. 87 

I~ROOUCED BY OOZIER• PAVLOVICH• DRISCOLL• ZABROCKI 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ALLOWI~G THE DRIVER OF 

AN OVERTAKEN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL ON THE SHOULDER OF A TWO-LANE 

HIGHWAY UNTIL HE IS PASSED IF IT IS SAFE TO DO SO; AMENDING 

SECTIONS 61-6-311 AND 61-8-323• NCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 61-8-311• MCA• is amended to read: 

"61-8-311. Mini•u• speed regulations. (lJ A person •ay 

not drive a aotor vehicle at a speed slow enough to impede 

or block the nor.al and reasonable .ove•ent of traffic 

except when reduced speed is necessary fo~ safe operation or 

in co•pliance with law. 

121 On a two-lane 

because of traffic in 

highway where passing is unsafe 

the opposite direction or other 

conditions, a slow-moving vehicle• including a passenger 

vehicle, behind which fo~r or more vehicles are formed in 

Jine shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place 

designated as a turnout by signs erected by the authority 

having jurisdiction over the highway or wherever ~ufficient 

area for a safe turnout exists in order to per•it the 

vehicles following it to proceed. If the shoulder of the 

bLab~ to the rjght of the overtaken yehirle is wjde enough 
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ond js in a conditigo §llowjng safe traye], _lba__~--Df 

~ oyertakco yebjc)e MAJ dtiya gotg tbe SbpuJdar 4Dd 

~eed at a safe speed yotil passed. As used in this 

section a slow-.oving vehicle is one which is proceeding at 

a rate of speed less than the noraal flow of traffic at the 

particular ti•a and place. The depart•ent of highways is 

authorized to designate and construct such turnouts and to 

erect signs at appropriate places advising •otorists of this 

statute. 

(3) If the department of highways or local auth~lties 

within their respective jurisdictions de~ereine on the basis 

of an engineering and traffic investigation that slow speeds 

on any part of a highway consistently i~ede the noreal and 

reasonable MOVe•ent of traffic• the co••ission or the local 

authority may sat a •lni.u• speed Ji•it below which • person 

•ay not drive a vehicle ex~ept when necessary for safe 

operation or in compliance with law." 

Section z. Section 61-8-323, ~CA, is amended to read: 

•&1-8-323. Overtaking a vehicle on the left. The 

following rules shall govern the overtaking and passing of 

vehicles proceeding in the same direction. subject to those 

limitations, exceptions, and special rules hereinafter 

stated: 

(1) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle 

proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left 

-2- HB 87 
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1 thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the 

2 right side of the ~oadway until safely clear of the 

3 overtaken vehicle. 

" (2J Except when overtaking and pas5ing on the right is 

5 per•itted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way 

6 to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible 

1 signal and shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until 

8 c~pletely passed by the overtaking vehicle. When giyiog 

9 KBJ_tg the rjght go a twg:Jaoe highway• ba way travel -YDQD 

10 tbc-shpylder at a $•fe speed until passed jf th• sboyldec js 

11 Mid£ enough and js in a condition allq.ipg safe trayeJ.• 

-End-

-3- HB 87 


