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ESTABLISHING SALARIES ELECTED OFFICIALS AND OTHER 

COUNTY EMPLOYEES; PROVIDING FOR A COUNTY SAL·ART COMMISSION; 

PROYIDING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING; AMENDING SECTIONS 7~-2108• 

7-4-2706t 7-14-2610• AND 7-32-104• MCA; AND REPEALING 

SECTIONS 7-4-2107 AND 7~4-2503 THROUGH 7-4-2505• NCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

~~W $ECIIga. Section 1o County governing body to .set 

salary chanqes to be unlfor•• (1) Except as provfded In 

7-32-104• the governing body of a county shall annually 

establish the salaries of elected county officials and other 

county eMployees by adopting a resolution no later ~han 

March 31• 

(21 The salaries established as provided In subsection 

(11 are effective July 1 of each year. 

U~W SECTION. Section 2o County salary co•alsslon. (11 

The governing board of a county aay establish a salary 

commission co•posed of no fewer than three or no •ore than 

seven Rembers to advise the governing board on the level of 

co•pensatlon of county officials or eaployees. 

(Z) The Meebers of the salary com•isslon •ay receive 
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LC 0263/01 

no co•pensation, and the duration of tbelr ter•$ shall be 

established by the governing body at the tlae of the 

Members•- appoint~nt. 

(31 No county o-fficial or county eaployee or aeool>er- of 

the i-diate faaily of a county official or county eaployee 

•ay serve on the salary ·c-o-lssion. 

(4) The salary c011aission aay sub•it reco-.-endat:ions 

to the governing board no later than ~anuary 31. 

NfW S£CTION 8 Section 3. Public hearing and notice 

required. Cl) If the governing body proposes to change 

salaries -for- county elected officials and county eaployeeso 

a p11bHc hearing thereon ..,st be held at the sa- tl"" and 

place as the hearing on the preli•inary budget required in 

7-f>-2317. 

(2) Notice of the pur-pose of the public hearing aust 

be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

county at least once a week for 2 successive weeks7 with the 

date of the final publication no more than 7 days before the 

hearing. 

Section ~. Section 7-4-21087 MeA• is a•ended to read: 

•7-4-210&. Mileage allowance for county co .. issioners 

expenses. (1) In addi~ion to the salary provided by 

~~~f+t [section 11 1 each member of the board of county 

commissioners in counties of the first, second, third7 and 

fourth class shall receive a mileage allowance as provided 
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in 2-18-503 for the distance necessarily traveled in going 

to and returning fro. the county seat and his place of 

residence, each day tha~ such trip is actually made and 

while engaged in the performance of his official duties. 

(2) Each ~•her of the board in all other counties is 

entitled to a •ileage alloMance as provided in 2-18-503 for 

the distance necessarily traveled in going to and returning 

fro• the county seat and his place of residence each day 

that such trip is actually .ade to perfora official duties. 

Any county coa•issioner whose place of residence Is 50 •iles 

or .•ore froa the county seat• as ~asured by the usual route 

of travel. and who elects to reaain more than one day in the 

county seat to attend sessions of the board or perfora his 

official duties is entitled to receivew in addition to 

•ileage for one round trip bet~een his place of residence 

and the county seat, Sl8 per day as expenses for each day•s 

attendance on sessions of the board while engaged In the 

perfor•anc:e of his of'ficial duties. 

(31 All clales for lodging expense cei~urse.ent 

allowed under this section .ust be docu•ented by an 

appropriate receipt. 

(4) When other than co-rcfooh nonrecelptable l.odging 

facilities are utilized· by a county co .. issloner, the a.aunt 

of $7 will be authorized for lodging expenses for each day 

in which travel involves an overnight stay in lieu of the 
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a.aunt authorized in this section. However, when overnight 

accommodation~ are provided at the expense of any government 

entity9 no rei•burse8ent may be claimed for lodging. 

(5J Thi-s section does not apply to counties that have 

adopted charter for• of govern•ent.• 

Section 5. Section 7-1~2610w HCA9 is amended to read: 

•7-14-2610. Payaent of damages and expenses. All 

awa~ds of da•ages esti.ated by the board or made by the 

proper court and all expenses.--~~?ftg--~-of-~e 

·--~-oi'-tite--l>eal'ol-otml-~he+r--per--e+-- eltttfor i ~ed--by 

7 \ ill87----'l-4-i!l:88y shall be paid out: of the county road 

fund on the order of the board.• 

Section 6. Section 7-4-2706, HCA, is aaended to read: 

•7-~2706. County attorney to be fuJI or part tiae -

resol~ion -- salary. (lJ In any county with a population 

of less than 3o,ooo, the county co .. issioners aay, upon the 

consent of the county attorneyw on July 1 of any year by 

resolution establish the office of county attorney as a 

full-tiae position subject to the provisions of 7-~-2701 and 

7-4- Z701to 

_.,.....,.,.__...,~~---- eot1ftio7' -..-y-+n-.. 

e-ioy-ri4!1'1-a-JHtp!Me41+-4..-ewees,_of-~888. 

(2) In any county in which the office of county 

attorney has been establl5hed as a full-tiMe position under 

subsection (1) 9 the county co .. issioners aayw by resolution 
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1 and upon the consent of the county attorneyo establish the 

2 office as a par~-tiae positJon on July 1 of any year.• 

3 Section 7. Section 7-32-104• MCA, is aaended to read: 

~ •7-32-104. Salaries. The pre• h lens -o+~-e5fl 

5 the director and e•ployees 

6 of the depart.ent of public safety shall be established by 

7 the public safety co .. lsslon and shall be paid by the city 

8 or town with the board of county co .. lssioners. Se+d 

9 saJa·rie~ ht 8ft')1 _,......~ """ loe lee9 .....___....,..,..i-f+e<l 
10 +tt4-4-BM-· 

11 NEM SftiiON. Section 8. Repealer. Sections 7~2107 

12 and 7-4-2503 through 7-+-2505, MtAo are repealed. 

13 NFW SftiiON. Section 9. Codification instruction. 

14 Sections 1 through 3 are intended to be codified as an 

15 integral part of Title 7, chapter ~. and the provisions of 

16 Title 7 apply to sections 1 through 3. 

-End-
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