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1 MBILL NCs _& 1 final decision of the commission in any matter decided after

2 INTRODUCED BY 1;(214pohéé&¢\, : F4 a hearing conducted pursuvant to this section shall conform
3 67 3 to the requirements of a decision in a contested case under
4 A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: *AN ACT ALLOWING THE PUBLIC 4 the Montana Administrative Procedure Act.
5 SERVICE COMMISSION ¥O CHANGE A UTILITY*S RATES IF THE 5 {3) The consumer counsel way in his discretion
& UTILITY*S TOYAL REVENUE 15 NOT INCREASED; AMENDING SECTION 6 petition to become a party to the hearings
7 69~3-303y MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DAYE.® T 14)  Ihe commission may change  a  rate or yates for

g BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MODNTANA: 9 in _a  utility's  service area without cowplying with
0 Section l. Section 69-3-303, MCAvy is asmended to read: 10 subsections (13} through (3} if  the total revenue of _the
%1 =59-3~-303, MNotice and hearing on proposed changes (1) 11 utility is not ipcreased.”

12 pafore it wmay approve any change increasing the tgtal 12 MEM. SECTIDN. Section 2. Effective date., This act is
13 revenus generated by the rate or rates for utility service 13 effective on passage and approvals.

14 in a schedule generally affecting consumess in a wutility's ~End-

L5 service area or before any such change may become effective

16 due to the passage of 9 monthse the commission shall publish

17 a notice of the proposed changes conforming to the

18 requirements of 2-4-601 in one or more newspapers published

L9 and of general circulation within the area affected by the

20 proposed changes This 'notice shall announce a hearing an

21 the proposed change and shall inform interested persons how

2 they may petition the commission to become parties to the

13 hear ings
it 2 (2} The commission shall proceed to conduct the

‘5 hearing under the Montana Administrative Procedure Acte The
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