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INTRODUCED BY {'! '1, ~ Bill NOo _M_ 7'< ~ 
A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT ALLOWING THE PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION TO CHANCE A UTILITY'S RATES IF THE 

UTILITY 0 S TOTAL REVENUE IS NOT INCREASED; ANENOING SECTION 

69-3-303 0 MCA; AND PROVIDING AN INMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE,• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-303~ MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•69-3-303. Notice and hearing on proposed change. (1) 

Before it aay approve any change increasing the ~ 

revenue generated by the rate or rotes for utility service 

in a schedule generally affecting consuiRers in a u·ti1ity•s 

L5 service area or before any ~ change may become effective 

l6 due to the passage of 9 •onths. the commission shall publish 

\1 a notice of the proposed change, conforming to the 

t8 requir~•ent5 of Z-4-601 in one or more newspapers published 

L9 and of general circula~lon within the area affected by the 

!0 proposed change. This ·no~lce shall announce a heu~inq on 

~1 the proposed change and shall inform Interested persons how 

!2 they may petition the co•mission to beco.e parties to the 

~3 hearing. 

:~ (l) The commission shall proceed to conduct the 

~5 hearing under the Montana Admi ni strati ve Procedure Act. The 
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final decision of the coMaission in any •a~ter decided af~er 

a hearing conducted pursuant to this section shall conform 

to the requirements of a decision in a contested case under 

the Montana Ad•inistrative Proeedure Act. 

(3) ·The c.onsu~~er counsel •ay in hiS discretion 

petition ~o become a party to the hearing. 

14) lbe cgwmissioo may change a rate gr rates for 

ytility service in a schedule generally affecting customers 

1Jl.._ a utjllt.y•s seryice area wjthQut cowplyiog with 

sybsectjoos (11 tbrpugb f3l if the total revenue gf the 

utility is not increased.n 

NfM SfCTION. Section 2. Effective date. This act is 

effective on passage· and approval. 
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