SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION HO. 36

INTRODUCED BY ECK, McBRIDE,
REGAN, B. BROWN, BERG, J. JACOBSON

IN THE SENATE

April 21, 1981 Introduced and referred to Com=-
mittee on State Administration.

april 22, 1981 Committee recommend bill
do not pass, Report adopted,

Oon motion Senate reconsider
its action taken on adverse
committee report.

On motion placed on second
reading,

Second reading, do pass.

Cn motion rules suspended,
Bill placed on calendar for
third reading this day.

Third reading, passed,
Ayes, 37y Noes, 7. Trans-
mitted to Houge,

IN THE HOUSE

April 23, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on Judiciary.

Committee recommend bill be
concurred in, Report adopted,

On motion rules suspended and
bill placed on second reading
thig day-

Second reading, concurred in.

On motion rules suspended andg
bill placed on third reading
this day.



April 23, 1981 Third reading, concurred in,
AYQS; Elf !‘!Oes, llo
IN THE SENATE

April 23, 1981 Returned from House., Con-
curred in. Sent to enrolling,

Reported correctly snrolled,
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INTRODUCED BY A

JOINT RFSBLUTI NOa ,5 é;’

T

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES aF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE
ASSIGNMENT TD AN APPROPRIATE INTERIN COMMITTEE OF A STUpY OF
MONTANA®S CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS AMP EMPLOYEES
AND ITS ADMINISTRATION AND ENFGRCEMENT.

WHEREAS, the Constitution of MHontana requires In
Article XIIIs section &4+ that the Legislature &nact a code
of ethics prohjbiting conflict between public duty and
private interest for meabers of the Legislature and all
state and local officers and employees; and

WHEREASs the people of Montana have overwhelaingly
affirued this coastitutional principle as well as the
principle of openness and integrity in government by their
approval of Initiative B85y the lobbyist disclosure
initiative; and

WHEREASy our government derives its power directly from
the peoples and a credibles effactive government depends on
maintaining the people®s confidence and trust; and

WHEREASs the 1977 Legislatures in acknowledgment of the
need to encourage ethical conduct among public officers and

employeesy enacted a code of ethics; and
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WHEREASy recent avents have demonstrated deficlencies
in the current code of ethics and have raised questions of
interpretations administrations and enforcement of that

codes

NOWs THEREFODRE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SEMATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STAYE OF MONTANA:

(L} That an appropriate interim committee be assigned
to study the code of ethics for public offlcers and
employeas and its effectiveness, claritys administration,s
and enforcement.

(2) That the committee develop recommendations for
resolving questions of:

(a) whether a consensus exists among Legislatorsy
other public officerss and the public as to what constitutes
ethical conduct and conflict of interest;

(b} whether the code of ethics acts merely as a
guideline or has the force of taw;

{e) the actual effect of the code of ethics; and

[d}) the need for a vehicle of administration and
enforcement as well as clear remedies under the codes

(3) That the committee submit Its findings and
recommendations to the 48th Lagislatures

-End-
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SECOND READING BILL
WAS NOT PRINTED.
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INTRODUCED BY

A JOINT RESGLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE aF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE
ASSIGNMENT TD AN APPROPRIATE INTERIH COMMITTEE OF A STURY OF
MONTANA®*S CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

AND ITS ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

WHEREAS, the Constitution of Montana requires In
Article XIII, section 4y that the Legislature enact =a code
of ethics prohibiting conflict between public duty and
private interest for meabers of the Legislature and all
state and local officers and employees; and

WHEREASs the people of Montana have overwhelmingly
affirmed this coastitutional principle as well as the
principle of openness and Integrity in government by their
approval of Initiative BS5+ the lobbyist disclasure
initiative; and

NHEREASy our government derives Its power directly from
the peopley and a credibley effective government depends on
maintaining the people’s confidence and trust; and

WHEREASs the 1977 Legislaturey in acknowledgment of the
need to encourage ethical conduct among public officers and

employeess enacted a code of ethics; and
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WHEREAS:; recent aevents have demonstrated deficlencies
in the current code of ethics and have raised questions of
interpretations adainistrations and enforcesent of that

codae

NOWe THEREFDREq BE IT RESOLVED BY THf SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANAGZ

(1) That an appropriaﬁe interim committee be assigned
to study the code of ethics for public officers and
employees and its effectivenessy clarityrs adainistrations
and enforcemente

{2) That the committee develop recommendatlons for
resolving questions of:

{a) whether a consensus exists among Legislators,
other publlic officerss and the public as to what constitutes
ethical conduct and conflict of interest;

{b]} whether the <code of athics acts mwmerely as a
guideline or has the force of law;

{c) the actual effect of the code of athicsi and

{d) the need for a wvehicle of administration and
enforcement as wall as clear re-edfes under the codaes

(3) That the committee submit its findings and
recommendations to the 48th Legisliatures

-End—

RULES SUSPENDED

-2 PLACED ON THIRD READING

THIRD READING
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SJR 0036/02

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 36
INTRODUCED BY ECKy McBRIDE+

REGAN+ Bes BROWNy BERGs Je JACOBSON

A JOINT RESCLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE
ASSTGNMENT TO AN APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE OF A STUDY OF
MONTANA®*S CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

AND ITS ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.

WHEREAS » the Constitution of Montana requires in
Article XITl,y section 4+ that the tegislature enact a code
of ethics prohibiting conflict between public duty and
private interest For members of the Legislature and all
state and local officers and employees; and

WHEREASy the people of Montana bhave overwhelmingly
affirmea this constitutional principle as well as the
principle of openness and integrity in government by their
approval of Initiative 85y the Tobbyist disclosure
initiative; and

WHEREASs our governmen* derives its power directly from
the peopley and a3 credibley effective government depends on
matntaining the people’s confidence and trust; and

WHEREASs the 1977 Legisiatures in acknowledgment of the

need to encourage ethical conduct among public officers and
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employeess enacted a3 code of ethics; and

WHEREASe recent events have demonstrated deficiencies
in the current code of ethics and have raised questions of
interpretations administrations and enforcement of that

codea

NOW+ THEREFOREs BE ET RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STYATE OF MONTANA:

(1} That an appropriate interim committee be assigned
te study the code of ethics for publjc offijcers and
emplaoyees and its effectivenesss claritys, administratione
and enforcement.

(2) That the committee develop recommendations Ffor
resolving questions of:

(a} whether & consensus exists among Legislators,
other public officersy and the public as to what constitutes
ethical conduct and conflict of interest;

{b) whether the code of ethics acts merely as a
guideline or has the force of law;

{c) the actual effect of the code of ethics; and

{d) the need for & vehiclte of administration and
enforcement as well as clear remedies under the codes

{3} That the committee submit 1ts findings and
recommendations to the 48th Legqgislature.

-End—
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