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~ A JCI-,;y RESCLUTIC~ OF THE SfNAT:= AND THF HOU$f= OF 

~CPREs:.:.\:TATIVES c:o n-IE STATE OF MONTAI"!A P..t:Q!JE'STING 

6 ASSIGM''ENT ilF Ar' APPROPRIATE !NTEPIM CGt,MITTE~ TC STUnY 

7 };G\lTA~iA'S ?Jf.L!C SCHOOL FINA~CH•I'; SYSTEl~. 

3 

., WHE":REAS, tt12 Constitution of the State cf /Jont-~-liE 

1-J requires t~ct the legislatur~ ~1r:.;.•ic2 a b:;.;;i.:_ systerr. of fr1;..-: 

11 quality public elementary and second3ry schocls; and 

12 ~HEREAS, to parti~lly fulfill this r~quire~ent~ the 

13 Le.~isl~ture assiqn€d ~hJ 3oard (Jf Public Cducati•Jn the 

14 resp~nsibil ity uf ado~ting a b~sic instrl1Cti~n21 progr~~ far 

1:5 ~u~il5 atlO oth~r ~prropriate stann~r1s to ba incorpor~t2d in 

16 stat~ standards for accreditation; and 

17 WHER~AS, to further fulfill this resp~nsibilityt tht· 

lt; L~sislatur~ has establi5hed 3 sc~ocl financ~ systG~ to 

1'} .-=,s!;urt:o a foun.aation lt!Yel of 5upport for a uniform systt::r·~ of 

2•J free public sc~)ooli sufficient for t~~ ~duc~tion of all 

: 1 s~hocl-a~~ ctlilcre~ of the st~~0; and 

22 ~~;Hf!1C:AS, tL<..: f-aun dati on prv:;r :;a ·10(~5 not p rnv i OE 

2', -1Gequat~ fundir;<j to accomplish th~s£ mand-<J~f~s; ;"1nC 

~'t WH~~EAS~ cl5 .1 result, mand2te~ budqets oth~r th3n th~ 

25 SJ£:1F-r.t.l fund .:::.ucget, whi en funds ~.:he op ~:>r .at i or ana 
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n1aintenance of school districts, are assuming inc..-easing 

proportions of the total educational expenditures of the 

state; and 

HHEREAS, school qeneral fund budgets havB increas~d 

while school enrollfients have decreased; and 

WHEREAS, school funding must be reevoluat~d in light of 

changes in the tax structure of the state and th-2 expressed 

conc,~rns with the heavy reliance placed on thP. property tax 

for public school funding; and 

WHEREAS• there arG concerns with the constitutionality 

of the current structure of the state fcund2tion program in 

regard to educationdl equity. 

NOfh THEREFOKE, St: IT R'=SOLVED BY THE StNATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPR<SENTATIVES OF THE STATE 'JF MONTANA: 

(1) That an appropriat-e interim coro,flitte<O- he assigned 

ta study i'lontana's public school financing syster. 

{2) That th~ study includ~ a ccnsijer3tion of dt least 

the followin~: 

(a) th~ relationship betW€8n the basic educational 

;JrO-jr dm established in the :stand'3rds for 3Ccreditation and 

th~ foundation prcgrom -:3mounti 

(b) mill v~lue trends in H~nt~n~ school districts; 

(c) revenus sourc-as availabl~ to reduce reliance on 

the property t-'i.X for public schccl funding; 3nd 

-2- I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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l (d) constitutional implications for public school 

2 findncing. 

3 (3) That the committee submit to th~ 4Sth l~gislature 

4 a report of its findings under subsection {2) ~nd other 

5 p~rtinent findings and recommendations regarding the funding 

0 of public schools in Montana. 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 22 

INTRODUCED BY B. BROWN• Eo SMITH 

A JOINT RESOLUTION Of THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE OF 

REPRE SEN Til Tl YES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING 

ASSIGNMENT OF AN APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY 

HOIHANA'S PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCING SYSTEM. 

WHEREAS. the Constitution of the State of Montana 

requires that the legislature provide a basic ~ystem of free 

quality public ele.entary and secondary schools; and 

WHEREASt to partially fulfill tllis requi,.e.ent, the 

L~gislature assigned the Board of Public Education the 

responsibility of adopting a basic instructiondl progra~ for 

pupils and other appropriate standards to be incorporated in 

state standards for accreditation; and 

WHEREAS• to further fulfill this re5ponsibi1ity. the 

Legislature has established a school finance system to 

assure a foundation level of support for a uniform systeM of 

free public school~ sufficient for the education of all 

school-age children of the statei and 

WHEREAS• the foundation program dOes not provide 

adequate funding to accomplish these mandates; and 

WHEREA5, as a result, mandated budgets other than the 

general fund budget, which funds the operation and 
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•aintenance of school districts, are assuMing increasing 

proportions of the total educational expenditures of the 

state; and 

WHEREAS, school general fund budgets have increased 

while school enroll~nts have decreased; and 

WHEREASt school funding .ust be reevaluated in light of 

changes in the tax structure of the state and the expressed 

concerns with the heavy reliance placed on the property tax 

for public school funding~-end 

.wt+EA:E'Il5T--~here-ere-eeneern-s-wt~h-~tte-eottS~Tt':a1::-i'Ofta++-ty 

e~-the-e~•~en*-~t~e~~e-of-~~~.-f~t+en-pPegrem--tn 

~~rd-~o-ed~e~+ene+-e~H+ty. 

NOW• THEREFORE• BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE ANO THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(1) That. an appropriat:e int.erin~ COflllittee be assigned 

t.o study Montana's public school financing system. 

CZJ That the study include a consideration of at least 

the following: 

(a) the relationship between the basic educational 

program established in the standards for accreditation and 

the foundation program amount; 

(b) mill value trends in Montana school districtsi 

(c) revenue sources available to reduce reliance on 

the property tdX for public school fundingi and 

-z- S.JR 22 
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1 (d) consti-t;.utional iMplications for public school 

2 financing. 

3 (3) That the co.-it~ee subMit to the 48th Legislature 

4 a repo~t of its findings under subsection (2) and other 

5 pertinent findings and recoeaendations regarding the funding 

6 of publJc schools in Montana. 

-End-

-3- SJR 22 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. Z2 

INTRODUCED BY Bo BROWN• e. SMITH 

A JOINT RESOLUTION 

REPRESENTATIVES OF 

OF THE SENATE AND THE 

THE STATE OF MONTANA 

HOUSE OF 

REQUESTING 

ASSIGNMENT OF AN APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE TO STUDY 

HONTANA•S PUBLIC SCHOOL FINANCING SYSTEM. 

WHEREAS• the Constitution of the State of Montana 

requires that the Legislature p~ovide a basic system of free 

quality public eleMentary and secondary schoolsi and 

WHEREASe to partially fulfill this require~nte the 

Legislature assigned the Board of Public Education ~he 

responsibility of adopting a basic instructional program for 

pupils and other appropriate standards to be incorporated in 

state standards for accreditation; and 

WHEREAS• to further fulfill this responsibility. the 

legislature has established a school finance syste~ to 

assure a foundation level of support for a uniform syste~ of 

free public schools sufficient for the educdtion of all 

school-age children of ~he state; and 

WHEREAS• the foundation program does not provide 

adequate funding to accomplish these mandates; and 

WHEREAS, ~s a result, mandated budgets other than the 

general fund budget, which funds the operation and 
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maintenance of school districts, are assuMing increasing 

proportions of the total educational expenditures of the 

state; and 

WHEREAS, school g~neral fund budgets have 

while school enrollments have decreased; and 

increased 

WHEREAS. school funding MUst be reevaluated in light of 

changes in the tax structure of the state and the expressed 

concerns with the heavy reliance placed on the property tax 

for public school funding•-end 

WHEREA5•--there-~e-eene~n~•*~h-~he-eoftSt*~ofte~+ty 

oF-the-e~r~ent-§~~e~~re-e+-~-~te-#e~~+en-pr~ra~--+n 

~~er~-~e-eduee~~ona+-@~~+~~· 

NOW. THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

(l) That an appropriate inte~im committee be assigned 

to study Montana's public school financing ~ystem. 

(2J That the study include a consideration of at least 

the following: 

(a) the relationship between the basic educational 

program established in the standards for accreditdtion and 

the foundation program amount; 

(b} mill value trends in Montana school districtsi 

(c) revenue sources available to reduce reliance on 

the property tux for public S<hooJ funding; and 

-2- SJR Z2. 
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l (d, consti~utlonal implications for public school 

l financ lO<;)• 

3 (3) That the committee subllit to the 46th legis1atu .. e 

~ a report of its findings under subsection (2) and othe~ 

5 pertinent findinqs and .. ecommendations regarding the funding 

6 of public schools in Montana. 

-End-

-3- SJR Z2 


