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OF MONTANA 

OF MERGING WARI~ 

STATE HOSPITAL AND GALEN STATE HOSPITAL; REQUIRING 

OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Warm Springs State Hospital and Galen State 

Hospital are located in close proxiaity to one another and 

appear to have functions thet overlap to some extent; and 

WHEREAS, the serger of some functions of the two 

hospit::Jls is a concept with merit, although it is unclear 

how a merger could be planned and executed so that the 

resulting facility would have the abi"lity to improve health 

care at an appropriate cost; and 

WHEREAS• both the Department of Institutions and the 

~dnJinistrators of the two hospitals hav~ merger plans but 

none of the plans is sufficiently understood at this ti•e to 

be adopted as the plan that can assure the best contribution 

to the health care needs of the patients and to the common 

good of the people of the State of ~~nt3na; and 

WHEREAS• all of the appropriate parties have not had 

sufficient involvement to assure that a ~orkable plan will 
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1 be adopted; and 

2 WHEREAS, the health care needs of the prisoners at the 

3 state prison in Deer Lodge also might be addressed by a 

4 carefully studied merger plan; and 
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WHEREAS• the Governor has declared his intention to 

help redevelop the Anaconda community. and the effect on 

employment in that area of any reorganization of Warm 

Springs and Galen state hospitals must be clearly understood 

by all affeeted parties prior to effecting such 

reorganization. 

NOH, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRtSENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate interim com•ittee be assigned to 

study the possibility of merging the state hospitals at Warm 

Springs and Galen and that the committee include in i~s 

study at least the followingt 

(1) the feasibility of •erglng the two hospitals; 

(2) the fiscal Impact of a merger; 

(3) the effect on the numbers of employees at the two 

locations; and 

(4) the possibility of providing health care for the 

prisoners at the state prison in De~r Lodge through ~he 

merged hospitals. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED• that the Interim committee 
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1 sub•it to the 48th Le9islature a report Of its findings 

2 together with: 

3 (1) a recomaendatlon to •erge the two hospitals or to 

' leave them separate; 

5 (2) any recoamendations for iMprovement of the quali~y 

6 of health care or for decrea-sing inefficiency at the 

J hospital~; and 

8 (3) reco1111nendations for 1 egi slat Jon• if anyy neces·sary 

9 to Implement Its findings. 

-End-

.. 
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Approved by Committee 
on State Administration 
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THE POSSIBILITY OF MERGING 

STATE HOSPITAL AND GALEN STATE HOSPITAL; REQUIRING 

OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Nar• Springs State Hospital and Galen State 

Hospital are located in close proxi•ity to ~e another and 

appear to have functions that overlap to s~ extent; and 

WHEREASt the •erger of some functions of the two 

hospitals is a concept with merit, although It Is unclear 

how a merger could be planned and executed so that the 

resulting facility would have the ability to Improve health 

care at an appropriate cost; and 

WHEREAS, both the oepartaent of Institutions and the 

administrators of the two hospitals have •erger plans but 

none of the plans Is sufficiently understood at this tl•e to 

be adopted as the plan that can assure the best contribution 

to the health care needs of the patients and to the ca.mon 

good of the people of the State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS• all of the appropriate parties have not had 

sufficient involvement to assure that a workable plan will 
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be adopted; and 

WHEREAS, the health care needs of the prisoners at the 

state prison In Deer Lodge also might be addressed by a 

carefully studIed •erger plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared his Intention to 

help redevelop the Anaconda co..unltyo and the effect on 

employ•ent In that area of any reorganization of war• 

Springs and Galen state hospitals •ust be clearly understood 

by all affected parties prior- to effecting such 

reorganization. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate lnterl• com•lttee be assigned to 

study the possibility of merging the state hospitals at Warm 

Springs and Galen and that the co .. lttae include in its 

study at least the following• 

(1) the feasibility of •erglng the two hospitals; 

(2) the fiscal impact of • •erger; 

(3) the effect on the numbers of employees at the two 

1 oc:at ·ions; and 

(4) the possibility of providing health care for the 

prisoners at the state prison in Deer Lodge through the 

merged hospitals. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEQt that the interim coamittee 
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1 sub•l~ ~o ~he ~8th Legislature a report of its findings 

2 together with: 

3 (1) a reco.-endatlon to .erge ~he two hospitals or to 

4 leave the• separate; 

5 (2) anr reca ... ndatlons for iaprove .. nt of the qualltJ 

6 of health care or for decreasing Inefficiency at the 

7 hospitals; and 

a (3) recoamendatlons for legislation, If any• necessarr 

9 to l•pl ... nt Its findings• 

-End-
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THE POSSIBlliTY DF MERGING 

STATE HOSPITAL AND GALEN STATE HOSPITAL; REQUIRING 

Of THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO T"E LEGISLATURE. 

WHEREAS, Wa~• Sp~ings State "ospital and Galen Stat~ 

Hospital are located in close proxi•ity to one another ;:.nd 

appear to have function-s that overlap to SOlie extent; and 

WHEREAS, the •erger of so•e functions of the two 

hosplt~ls is a concept with ae~it, although It Is unclea~ 

how a merger could be planned and executed so that the 

resulting facility ~uld have the ability to imp~ove health 

care at an appropriate cost; and 

WHEREAS, both the Department of Institutions and the 

administrators of the two hospitals have Merger plans but 

none of the plans is sufficiently understood at this tl.e to 

be adopted as the plan that can assure the best contribution 

to the health care needs of the patients and to the common 

good of the people of the State of Montana; and 

WHEREAS, all of the appropriate parties have not had 

sufficient involvement to assure that a workable plan will 
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be adopted; and 

WHEREAS, the health care needs of the prisoners at th~ 

state prison in Deer lodge also might be addressed by a 

carefully studied merger plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor has declared his Intention to 

help redevelop the Anaconda co•.unlty, and the effect on 

employment in that area of any reorganization of warm 

Springs and Galen state hospitals must be clearly understood 

by all affected parties prior to effecting such 

reorganization. 

NOW, THEREFORE, B£ IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That an appropriate lnterl• com•lttee be assigned to 

study the possibility of me~glng the state hospitals at warm 

Springs and Galen and that the co .. lttae include In Its 

study at least the following• 

(1) the feasibility of •erglng the two hospitals; 

(2) the fiscal impact of a merger; 

(3) the effect on the numbers of employees at the two 

1 ocat-1 ons; and 

(4) the possibility of providing health care for the 

prisoners at ~he state prison in Deer Lodge through the 

merged hospitals. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the interim co•mittee 
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1 sub•lt t~ the ~$th Legfslature a report of Its findings 

2 together withe 

3 (1) a reco-.endatlon to .erge the two hospitals or to 

~ leave the• separate; 

5 (2) anr reco ... ndatlons for l~roveMent of the quality 

6 of health care or for decreasing lnefflclencr at the 

7 hospitals; and 

8 (3) reco .. andatlons for legislation. If any. necessarr 

9 to l•pleMent Its findings. 

-End-
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