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~'_ JOINT RESCOLUTION N0 &

INTRODUCED BY

A JUINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA REQUESTING THE
ASSIGMNMENT TO AL APPRUPRIATE IMTZRIM COMMITTEE Of A STUDY OF

VARTIIS ELEMENTS OF THE MONTAMA MAJGR FACILITY SITING ACTe

WHEREASy the nation is faced with critics) decisions on
varicus energy futurss; and

AHEREASy regardless of the energy path choseny the
nztion will continue to have need of wmany of Montana's
enerqy resopurces; and

HWAEREASe the federal governaent has embarked on 2
massive orogram to davelop synthetic fuels made from coal;
and

WHEREASy dontana is likely to De the site of now
synthetic fuel plants; and

wWHOIEASy the Montanz Major Facility Siting Act is the
vehiclz through which ¥ontanans may control the location and
inpacts of new enargy facilities; and

WHEREASy it i$ essential that the state identify the
powers that may bde Tawfully exercised in making sitinc
decisiens in an effort to aveid confrontotions with the

federal geovernment and federal laws; and
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WHEREASe it is necessary that the Legislature insure
that the Montana Major Facility S5Siting Act is faire
reasopables and otherwise able to withstand legal challenges
to its validitys and

HHEREASy it is necessary to make decisions under the
Act within a raeasonzble time frame and that such decislons

bz based on valid and legally enforceable criterias

NOWs THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRAESEMTATIVES GF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

{1} That an appropriate interim committae be assigned
tc study the following considersations relating to the
¥cntana Major Facility 5iting Act:

{a) the potential impacts of synthetic fuel piants and
what criteria should apply tc the review of such plants;

{b} whether considaration of public need is an
appropriate standard for the review of facilities not
regul ated by the Montana Public Service Commissions
recognizing that the public will be subsidizing synthetic
fuel plants under recaently enacted federal programs a2nd that
the end product will likely bz consumed cutside the state's
boundarics;

{c) policies to eacouraca development of  appropriate
enargy transportation systems;

(d} wnolicies to insure that if synthetic fuel

'NTRODUCED BILL
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development occurs in Montanas the statets fuel neads will
be accommodated as well as regional and national negds;

(c) how extansively zcltsrnative sites for facilities
should be studied in light of the limited filing fee ana the
need to make decisions under the Act within r=ascnabnla time
fram=s;

(f} the meaning of T™minimum adverse environmental
impact™ wunder the Act and whether economics must be
considered in determining this impact; and

{g) the issue of who is assigned the burden of proof
under the Act and the reasonableness of requiring that the
burden of proof be ®clear and convincing®e

{2} That ths committee shall consult with state
agencies involved in adwinistering the Acts representatives
of industry seeking to construct pnew facilitiesy citizen
groups and individuals concerned with the siting of new
facilitiesy and other interested persons in its svaluation
of the Acte

(31 That the committee submit to the 43%th Legislature
a report of its findingsy together with recommendations for
insuring the fairnesssy strengths and validity of the Montana
Major Facility Siting Acts

—End—
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Approved by Committee

on Natursl ResourceS

¢ JOINT RESOLUTION No. 280

INTRODUCED BY

A JOINT RESCOLUTION ©OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING THE
ASSIGNMENT TO AN APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE OF A STUDY OF
VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE MONTANA MAJOR FACILITY SITING ACT.

WHEREASy the nation is faced with critical decisions on
various energy futuresi and

WHEREASe regardless of the energy path choseny the
nation will continue to have need of wmany of Montana's
energy resources; and

WHEREASy the federal government has embarked on 2
massive program to develop synthetic fuels made from <coal;
and

WHEREASs #ontana is likely to be the site of new
synthetic fuel plants; and

WHEREASe the Montana Major Facility Siting Act is the
vehicle through which Montanans may control the location and
impacts of new energy facilities; and

WHEREASs it is essential that the state identify the
powers that may be lawfully exercised in wmaking slting
decisions In an effort to avoid confrontations with the

federal government and fegeral lawsi and
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WHEREASy It is necessary that the Legislature Insure
that the HMontana Major Facility Siting Act is fair,
reasonabley and otherwise able to withstand legal challenges
to Its waltidity; and

HHEREASy it is necessary to make decisions under the
Act within a reasonable time frame and that such decisions

be based on walid and legally enforceable criterias

NOHW, THEREFOREs BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

(1) That an appropriate interim committee be assigned
to study the following considerations relating to the
Montana Major Facility Siting Act:

(a) the potential impacts of synthetic fuel plants and
what criteria should apply to tha review of such plants;

{b) ' whether consideration of public need is an
appropriate standard for the vrveview of facilities not
regul ated by the #ontana Public 3Service Commissions
recognizing that the public will be subsidizing synthetic
fuel plants under recently enacted federal programs and that
the end product will likely be consumed outside the state's
boundaries;

{c) policies to encourage development of appropriate
energy transportation systemss

{d} policies to insure that if synthetic fuel

_SECOND READING
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development occurs in Montanasy the state's fuel needs will
be accommodated as well as regional and national needs;

{e) how extensively alternative sites for facilities
shou)& be studied in light of the limited filing fee and the
need to make decisions under the Act within reasonacle time
framest

{f) the wmeaning of "minimum adverse environmental
impact® undar the Act and whether economics must be
considered in determining this impact; and

(g) the issue of who is assigned the burden of proof
under the Act and the reasonableness of requiring that the
burden of proof be ®clear and convincings

{2} That the committee shall consult with state
agencies involved in administering the Acts representatives
of industry seeking to construct new facilitiesy citizen
groups and individuals concerned with the siting of new
facilitiesy and other interested persons in its sv2luation
of the Acte

(3) That the committee submit to the 48th Legislature
a report of its findingss together with recommendations for
Iinsuring the fairnesss strengthy and validity of the Montana
Major Facility Siting Acte.

-End-
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NQe 14

INTRODUCED BY S. BROWN

A  JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REGQUESTING THE
ASSIGNMENT TO AN APPROPRIATE INTERIM COMMITTEE OF A STUDY OF

VARIQUS ELEMENTS OF THE MONTANA MAJOR FACELITY SITING ACT.

WHEREASs the nation is faced with critical decisions on
various energy futures; and

WHEREASs regardless of the energy path chosens the
nation will continue to have need of wmany of Montana®s
energy resources; and

WHEREASes the federal government has embarked on a
massive program to develop synthetic fuels made from coalj
and

WHEREASy Montoana is likely to be the site of new
synthetic fuel plants; and

WHEREAS e the Montana Major Facility Siting Act is the
vehicle through which Montanans may control the location and
impacts of new energy facilities] and

HHEREASs it is essential that the state identify the
powers that may be lawfully exercised in making siting
decisions in an effort to avoid confrontations with the

federal government and federal laws; and
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WHEREASY it is necessary that the Legisiature insure
that the Montana Major Facility Siting Act is fairs
reasonables and otherwise able to withstand legal challenges
to ies valtidity;: and

WHEREAS e it isS necessary to make decisions under the
Act within a reasonable time frame and that such decisions

be based on valid and legally enforceable criteria.

NOWs THEREFGREe BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MUONTANAZ

(1} That an appropriate interim committee be assigned
to study the following considerations relating to the
Montana Major Facility Siting Act:

fa) the potential impacts of Syntbetic fuel plants and
what criteria should apply to the review of such plants;

{b) whether cansideration of public need is an
appropriate standard for the review of facilities not
regul ated by the Montana Public Service Commissions
recognizing that the public will be subsidizing synthetic
fuel plants under recently enacted federal programs and that
the end product will likely be consumed outside the state's
boundaries;

(c) policies to encourage develgpment of appropriate
eneryy transportation systems;

{a) policies to insure that i1f synthetic fuel

-2= SJR 14
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development ocCurs in Montanas the state*s fuel needs will
be accommodated as well as regiona) and national! necuds;

fe) how extensively alternative sites for fFacilities
should be studied in light of the limited Filing fee and the
need to make decisions under the Act within reasonable time
frames;

(f) the meaning of “minimum adverse environmental
impact® under the Act and whether economits must be
considered in determining this impact; ang

{g) the issve of who is assigned the burden of proof
under the Act and the reasonableness of requiring that the
burden STANDARD of proof be “clear and convincing”.

{2} That the committee shall consult with state
agencies involved in administering the Acty representatives
of  industry seeking to construct new facilitiess citizen
groups and individuals concerned with the siting of new
facilitiess and other interested persons in its evaluation
of the Acte

{3} That the committee submit to the 48th Legislature
a3 report of its findingse together with recomeendations for
insuring the fairnesss strength: and validity of the Montana
Major Facility Siting Acte

-End-
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