SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO, 2
INTRODUCED BY VAN VALRENBURG

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

IN THE SENATE

January 6, 1981 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

Janvary 21, 1981 ' Committee recommend bill
40 pags as amended.
Report adopted,

Janvary 22, 1981 Bill printed and placed on
members' desks.

January 23, 1981 Becond vreading, do pass.

January 24, 1981 Considered correctly enarcssed.

January 26, 1981 Third reading, passed.

Transpitted to House.

IN THE HOUSBE

January 27, 1981 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.

March 20, 1981 Comnittee recommend bill
be concurred in as anended.
Report adopted.

March 26, 1981 ' Second reading, pass conasideration
to the 718t legislative day.

April 1, 1981 Second reading, pass consideration
to the 75th legislative day.

April 7, 1981 Second reading, pass congideration.

ARpril %, 1981 Second reading, concurred in.

on motion rules suspended and
bill placed on third reading
this day.



April 9, 1981

April 10, 1981

April 11, 1981

Third reading, concurred in
as amended., Ayes, 20; Noes,

IN THE SENATE

Returned from House with
amendments.

Second reading, amendments
concurred in,

On motion rules suspended.
Bill placed on calendar for
third reading this day.

Third reading, amendments
concurred in, Aves, 47;
Noes, 2. Sent to enrolling,

Reported corvectly enrolled.
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___SENATE. JOINT RESOLUTION WOe 2

INTRODUCED BY YAN. VALEENBIRG.

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A  JOINT RESDLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES CF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY OF THE MONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEH
INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND EFFECTS OF REDISTRICTING
MONTANA®S DISTRICT COURT SYSTEMe ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE
DISTRICT ATTCRNEY SYSTEM FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONSs AND
PRGVIDING FOR A STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF RELPRESENTATION FOR
INDIGENTS ACCUSED OF CRIMES; REQUIRING A REPDRT OF THE

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS» it is apparent that the equitable
adainistration of c¢riminal justice throughout the State of
Montana is at +times thwarted because of the tremendous
caseload of certain District Courts; anc

WAEREASy the civil caseload of certain District Courts
is so large that unreasonable delays in the resoluticon of
conflicts often occuri and

WHEREASe thne current County Attorney system for
criminal prosecutions results in inconsistencies in the
administration of criminal justice in the State of Hontanaj

and
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LC 0650/01

WHEREASs the increasing sophistication of criminal
activity in the State of Monmtana can only be counteracted by
highly traineds professional prosecutors;i and

WHEREASs the constitutional requirement of the
effective assistance of counsel for persons accused of
crimes has not been achieved consistently on a statewide
basis; and

WHEREASy the cost of defense in a major felony
prosecution can <reate a tremendous burden on am individual

countye

NOWe THEREFCREy BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
DF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE DF MONTANA:

That in accordance with section 5-5-217¢ MCAs the
Legislative Council is requested to assign a Jeint
subcommittee to study:

(L) the need for restructuring Montana's judicial
districts taking into account civil and criminal caseload as
well as geographical considerationss;

(2) alternative plans for redistricting the present
judicial district;

{3) the effects of redistricting judicial districts on
the administration of justice and the casts and benefits;

{4) the npeed for establishing a District Attorney

system for criminal prosecutions;
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(5) alternative plans fFar establishing Bistrict
Attorney districts and their reletionship to Montana's
judicia: districts;

(4} the effects of astablishing a District Attorney
system on the administration of criminal justice and the
casts involwved;

{7) the nead for a statewide system of publicly funded
defense services for indigents accused of crimes:

{8} the alternative plans Ffor the public defender
system; ond

{2) the effects of providing defense services under =
statewide system and the cost rami..cations of the systems

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the Committee report the
findings of the study to the 48th Legisiature ands if
necessarys draft legislation to implement its
recommnendationsa

-~End-
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Approved by Committee

on Judiciary

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2
INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG
BY REQUEST OF THE ATTUORNEY GEMERAL

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE ¢
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUOY QOF THE MONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.
INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND EFFECTS OFf REDISTRICTINSG
MONTAKA'S DISTRICT COURT SYSTEMe ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE
DISTRICT ATTORMEY SYSTEM FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, AND
PROVIDING FOCR A STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF REPRESENTATION FOR
INDIGENTS ACCUSED OF <(RIMES; REQUIRING A REPORT UF THE
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, it is apparent that the equitable
administration of <criminal justice throughout the State of
Montana is at times thwarted because of the tremendous
caséload of certain District Courts; and

WHEREASy the civil caseload of certain District Courts
is so large that unreasonable delays in the resolution of
conflicts often occurj; and

WHEREAS the current County Attcrney system for
criminal prosecutions results in inconsistencies in the
administration of criminal justice in the State of Montana;

and
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WHEREASy the increasing sophistication of criminal
activity in the State of Montana can only be counteracted by
highly trainedy professional prosecutors; and

WHEREASy the constitutional requirement of the
effective assistance of counsel for persons accused of
crimes has not been achieved consistently on a statenide
basis; and

WHEREASy the cost of defense in a major felony
prosecution can create a tremendous burden on an individual

countys

NOWy THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES DF THE STATE UF MONTANA:

That in accordance with section 5-5-21Ts MCAs the
Legistative Council is requested to assign a joint
subcommittee to study:

(1) the need for restructuring Montana'’s judicial
districts taking into account civil and criminal caseload as
well as geographical considerations;

{2) alternative plans for redistricting the present
judicial district;

{3) the effects of redistricting judicial districts on
the administration of justice and the costs and benefits;

{#) the npeed for establishing a District Attorney

system for criminal prosecutions;

-2- SJR 2
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{5) alternative plans for establishing District
Attorney districts and their relationship to Montana's
Juagicial districts;

(6) the effects of establishing a Olstrict Attorney
system on the administration of criminal justice and the
costs involved;

(T} the need for a statewide system of publicly funded
defense services for indigents accused of crimes;

(8) the alternative plans for the public defender
system; and

(9} the effects af providing defense services under a
statewide System and the cost ramlficatlbns of the systemei
ANQ

L10) EEEICIENLY,  COSTSe . AND AOMINISTRATION _OF _THE
EXLSTING JUYENKLE JUSTICE SYSTEMa

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVEDy that the Cosmittee raport the
findings of the study to the 48th Legisltature ands iF
necessarys draft legislation to implement its
recommendationse

-End-~
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION ND. 2
INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG
BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SEMATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTAMA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY ©OF THE MONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM,
INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND EFFECTS OF ReEDISTRICTING
MONTANA®S DISTRICT COURT SYSTEMs ESTABLESHING A STATEWIDE
OISTRICT ATTORNEY SYSTEM FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, AND
PROVIDING FOR A STATEWIDE SYSTEM OF REPRESENTATION FOR
INDIGENTS ACCUSED OF CRIMES; REQUIRING A REPORT UF THE
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE.

WHEREASy it Vis apparent that the equitable
administration of criminal justice throughout the State of
Montana is at times thwarted because of the tremendous
caseload of certain District Courts; and

WHEREASy the civil caseload of certain District Courts
is so large that unreasonable delays in the - resolution of
conflicts often occur; and

WHEREAS, the current County Attorney system for
criminal prosecutions results in inconsistencies in the
administration of criminal justice in the State of Montanai

and
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WHEREASy the increasing sophistication of criminal
activity in the State of Montana can only be counteracted by
highly trainedy professional prosecutors;: and

WHEREAS the constitutional requirement of the
effective assistance of counsel for persons accused of
crimes has not been achieved consistently on a statewide
basisi and

WHEREAS, the cost of defense in a major felony
prosecution can create a tremendoUs burden on an individual

countye

NOWs THEREFOREy BE IT RESULVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:Z

That in accordance with saction 5-5-217¢ MCAs the
Legislative Council is requested to assign a joint
subcommittee to study:?

{1) the need for restructuring Montana®s judicial
districts taking into account civi) and criminal caseload as
well as geographical considerationss

(2) alternative plans for redistricting ¢the present
judicial districts;

{3) the effects of redistricting judicial districts on
the administration of justice and the costs and benefits;

{4) the need for establishing &a District Attorney

system for criminal prosecutions:
-2- SJR 2
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{5) alternative plans for establishing Oistrict
Attorney districts and their relationship to Hontana';
judicial districts;

-{6) the effects of establishing a District Attorney
system on the administration of criminal justice and the
costs involved;

(T) the need for a statewide system of publicly funded
defapse services for indigents accused of crimes;

(8) the alternative plans for the public .defender
system; and

{9) the effects of providing defense services under a
statewide system and the cost ramifications of the systemej
AND

{10} EEFICIENCYs  COSTSe AND. _ADMINISTRATION .GE__THE
EXISTING JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee ‘report the
findings of the study ‘to the 48th Legislature ands if
necessaryr draft legisliation to implement its
recommendatlonss

-End-
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SENATE JOINY RESOLUYION NOs 2
INTRODUCED BY VAN VALKENBURG

BY REQUEST OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF TYHE SENATE AND THE HOUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE 0OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN
INTERIM STUDY GF THE HMONTANA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEMy
INCLUDING ALTERNATIVE WAYS AND EFFECTS OF REDISTRICTING
MONTANA®S DISTRICT COURT SYSTEMy ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE
DISTRICY ATFORNEY SYSTEM FOR CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONSs AND
PROVIDING FOR A STATENMIDE SYSTEM OF REPRESENTATION FOR
INDIGENTS ACCUSED OF CRIMES; REQUIRING A REPORT OF THE
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS» it is apparent that the equitable
administration of criminal justice throughout the State of
Montana iS at times thwarted because of the tremendous
caseload of certain District Lourtsi and

WHEREASs the civil caseload of certain District Courts
is so large that unreasaonable delays in the resolution of
conflicts often occuri and

WHEREAS » the current County Attorney system for
criminal p(osecutions results in inconsistencies in the
administration of criminal justice in the State of Montana;

and
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WHEREASs the increasing sophistication of criminal
activity in the State of Mornitana can only be counteracted by
nighly traineds professional prosecutors; and

WHEREAS » the constitutional requirement of the
effective assistance of counsel for persons accused of
crimes has not been achieved consistently on & starewide
basisi and

WHEREASe the cost of defense in a wmajor felony
prosecution can create a tremendous burden on an individual

county.

NOWy THEREFOREy BE IT RESOLVED 8Y THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF HONTANA:

That in accordance with section 5-5-217s MCAs the
Legislative Council is requested to assign a joint
subcommi ttee to study:

{1) the need For restructuring Montana®s judicial
districts taking into account Civil and criminal caseload as
well as geoagraphical considerations;

{2} alternative plans for redistricting the present
judicial districe;

{3) the effects of redistricting judicial districts on
the administration of justice and the costs and benefitsi

{4) the need Ffor establishing a District Attosrney

system for criminal prosecutions;
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{5) alternative plans for establishing District
Attorney districts and their relationship to Montana®s
judicial districts;

{6) the effects of establishing a Oistrict Attorney
system ob the administration of criminal justice and the
costs invelved;

{7} the need for a statewide system of publicly funded
defense services for indigents accused of crimes;

{8) the alternative plans for the public defender
system; and AND

{9) the effects of providing defense services under a
statewide system and the cost ramifications of the systemsji
ANB.

£330 EFFICEENGC Yy~ -EOSTSv—AND-~ADMENESTRAFEON-—BF - -THE

EXISTING - JUVENILE—JUSTIEE-S¥SEEN

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVEDs that the Committee report the
Findings of the study to the 4&8th Legislature andy if
necessarys draft legistation to implement ks
recommendations.

—Eng-

-3~ SJR 2



JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

MARCH 19, 1981

THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDY TO‘THE“LEGISLATURE.

BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

1. Page 3, lines 14 and 15.
Strike: subsection (10) in its entirety



