
/> 

January s, 1981 

January 8, 1981 

January 10, 1981 

January 12, 1981 

January l3, 1981 

January 14, 1981 

SENATE JOIWT RBSOLUTION MO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY STIPHBN8 

111 'l'IIB SBMA'l'E 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rulea. 

coaaittee rec~nd bill do 
paaa aa aaende4. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
nabera• deaka. 

second readiftt, do pass aa 
aunde.S. 

on motion rules suspended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading this day. 

Third reading, paeeed. 
Tranaaitted to Rouse. 

IN TBB ROUSE 

on motion, rules suspended. 
Bill allowed to be introduced. 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Rulea. 

On motion, rulea suspended 
and bill placed on second 
reading thia day. 

Motion paaa consideration. 
To be considered January 14, 
1981. 

second readift9, concurred in 
as aaended. 



January 14, 1981 

January 15, 1981 

January 16, 1981 

January 19, 1981 

January 20, 1981 

January 20, 1981 

January 21, 1981 

on motion, rules suspended 
and bill placed on third 
reading this day. 

Third reading, concurred in 
as aMn4ed. 

IN 'l'HI SINATI 

Returned froa Bouse with 
a1len4aente. 

Second readift9, amendsent:s 
not concurred in .. 

On motion, Conference 
eo.aittee requested. 

Conference Co.aittee 
appointed. 

conference co.mittee 
diaaolved. 

on aotion, new rree Conference 
Coaaittee requested. 

Pree Conference Cosmittee 
appointed. 

rree COnference Comaittee 
reported. 

IN 'fBB BOOSE 

Free Conference Committee 
report adopted. 

IN THE SBNA'l'E 

-2-

on motion, rules suspended. 
Bill re.ferred to second reading 
for consideration of Free 
Conference C~ittee report 
this day. 



January 21, 1981 

_,_ 

Second readin9, adopted. 

on .otlon, rule• auapended. 
Bill placed on calendar for 
third reading thia day. 

Third reading, rree Conference 
Coamittee report adopted. 

Sent to enrolling. 
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-~-- JOINT RESOLUTION NO. _L_ __ 

INTRODUCED BY - STEPHENS 

A JJINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

NO~, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SE~ATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF RePRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

JOINT RULES 

CHAPTER l 

Presiding Officer - Oecoru~, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

presid~ret and the presiding officer of the House of 

Kepres~ntatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the 1 a s-t. s itt in g. 

After call to ordert prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall b~ given in the presence of a quorumt and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

presiding officer, of each Pouse shall preserve order and 
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decorum, and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct• 

may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has qeneral 

control and direction of the hall. chamber, rooms, passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assignment in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

1-4. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any member 

seconded by two other members. No member may speak more than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a member. 

1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized. shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. When two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presidinq officer determines whether he 

is in order or not. If the member iS called to ord~r for 

words spoken in debate. the language excepted to shall be 

tnken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Cuestions of privilege are: first9 those affecting 
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the collective ~ights, safety, dignity, and integrity of the 

proceedings of either house; and second, those ~ffectinq the 

rights, reputation and conduct of individual members of 

either house in their capacity as members. A question of 

privilege affecting either house collectively takes 

prec&dence over a question of privilege affecting an 

individual member. 

1-e. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. ~he-p~e~~d+~g-o~~~e~~-~h~++-eertt~y-t~~-peyro++-e~ 

~r@pe~e~-by-teg+~+e~+ve-&ottfte~+-~~8~~-

1-9. (1) A communication or paper shall be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear the name of the person 

submitting it. When the reading of a ~aper is called for and 

a member objects9 it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection do~s not a~ply to 

bills or to communications from the ~overnor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the members or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has Pecetved permission from the presiding officer to 

distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding officer is a mem~er of the 

house over which he is presiding he shall vote as any other 
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member and may not vote a second time. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings9 Quorums1 and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives may be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

2-2. lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the commencement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment• 

2-3. The sessions of the 1 egl sl ature and of t.he 

Committee of the Whole, all committee meetings• and all 

hea~ings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution9 

Art. Vr Sec. 10(3))• 

2-4. Neither house shall, without the consent of the 

other~ adjourn or recess for ~ore than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the t~o houses shall be 

sittin,~ (Montana r:onstitutiont Art. Vr Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do businesst but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

dayy and compel the attendanc~ of dbsent members. in su~h 

manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 

(Montana Constitution. Art. v, Sec. 10(2))• 

2-6. Unless he is excused, a member of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sitting of the house of 

~hich he is a member. 
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Z-7. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of members 

present in either house may compel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of •lfhic~ they are 

members. 

2-8. If a quorum is present, five members of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate, ~nd fifteen ~em~ers of th~ 

House of Representatives may order a call of the 4ouse. 

2-9. on a call of either house, a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such ntembers present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent member is secured 

after 3 call of either house, if the nouse of which he is ~ 

member refuses to excuse his absence. he shall not bP paid 

any per--t'lfem 

liable for the 

at.t.enrj;;~nce. 

~xpen~--Ua~~o~ during his abs~nce and is 

expenses incurred in procuring his 

2-10. During a call of either house., all business of 

that house shall he suspended. After a call has been ordered 

no motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or remove 

the call. The call may b~ removed by a t•o-thir1s vot~. 

2-11. If either house is in session uyon <"~ givqn d.=ty• 

whether or not the other house is in session., that day sh<=1ll 

constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative Employees 
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of 

3-1· The legislature shall prescribe 

the eff+eer~--e"t'l employees of each 

the compensation 

house by joint 

resolution. E3ch house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees~ and no payment shall be made from 

the state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person• except to an acting officer or employee elected or 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legisldtive Council shall be responsible for 

maintaining personnel fil~s. 

3-3. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall appoint secretaries for a standing or 

special eem~fttee~ QQmmitt§~ on recommendation of the 

committee chairman., subject to the approval of the 

respective houses. A secretary for a standing or special 

committee is immediately responsible to the committee 

chair~an., but when not occupied with the duties of a 

committee, shall work under th·? direction of the chief 

steno~raphcr of each house. The Legislative Council shall 

hire all ":!:ngrossin~ and enroll in~ typist.s and proofreaders 

who are under the direction of the bills committee. 

3-4. The presiding officer and the majority and 

minority floor le~der of each house may e~ch appoint a 

priv3te secretary. 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

-b- S/fi 
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officers of their respective houses. Their duties are tg: 

(a) ~e have custody of all records, bills, aocuments£ 

and other papers; 

(b) ~o supervise the ~aking ~nd examination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c) ~e deliver to the arp~e~r+e~e-efffe@p~-er-e~f+e~sy 

e~-~e~-fer~h-+n-tnese-ru~es-d~r~~~-~he-~ess+e~-e~ £~~taLX 

Qf __ ~L~~~ at the close of each session• the journal, bill 

books and resolution books. and all copies of introduced ~"d 

eft~P~s~ed bills and joint resolutions; 

(d) ~e collect from the chairm3n or secretari~s of all 

standing coMmittees, special committe~s, femm+~~e~~--e~--the 

Hhofey and conference committees, the minutes of such 

committees and deliver them to the state historical society. 

.LS.IIILRIIl!i<_I::!tJ. 

3-6. Journal clerkst bill clerks, typists, and other 

employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretaries 

to presiding officers. and secretaries to majority and 

minority floor leoders, are immediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House, 

subjEit·t l.O the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrollinq clerks 

are: 

(a) to engross or enroll all bills delivered to them 
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within forty-eight hours after they have been received, 

unless further time is granted, in writing, by the presiding 

officer of the house in which the bill originatedi 

(b) to correct clerical errors, with the consent oF 

the secretary oT the Senate or chieF clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any bill originating in the house by 

whict• they are employed. Clerical errors such i3S the 

following may be corrected: 

(i) errors in spelling 

(ii) errors in numbering sections 

(iii) addin9 or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied incorrectly from the ~ontana Code 

Annotated • 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written permission from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are w.ade. 

When a committee is the sponsor of a bill. any mem~er 

thereof so designated by the chairman may be the orincln~l 

spon~or for the purpose of this s~ction. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-arms are responsible to the 

presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

are tg: 

(a) ~e maintain order under the direction of the 

presiding officer; 
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(b) te execute commands and serve all processes; 

(c) to receiv~, distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeant-at-arms, doorkeepers, 

~atchmen, janitors. pages and other employees responsible 

for g~nP.ral housekeeping functions <'Ire immediately 

responsible to the 5ergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-10. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day's session with 3 prayer. 

3-11. A legislative aide is a person who has registere~ 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification form such as a 

na,ne tag. Such identification may be issue~ only upon 

receiving written verification from a member that the per5on 

involved is serving him as an aide. A person m3y not 

represent himself to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The serg~~nts-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. legisl3tive aides must be of legal 

aqe unless otherwise approved by the ~residing Officer. 

No member may designate more than one aide without the 

approval of the Rules Committee of the house involved. 

Qualifications for legislat.ive intern'i are specified in 

Title 5, chapter 6, ~CA. 

3-12. An employee, legislative aide~ or leqislative 
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intern of either house is prohibited from lobbying as 

defined in Section 5-7-102(1), MeA. However, such person may 

testify before a committee of either house on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall be 

discharged. 

3-1~. Disputes or complaints involving th~ competency 

or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

which the employee is employed. The committee 9 in its 

discretion, may dismiss, suspend or retain the employee. The 

committee on legislative administration shall periodically 

review the roster of employees and shall dismiss surplus 

employees. 

3-14. The offices 

serve both the Senate 

required. 

of the Legislative Council shall 

and House of Representatives as 

The Council staff shall prepare payrolls far ~+~ne~are 

~Lti1i~~tl2n __ b¥--1be __ p~~las--2Lti~L and prepare a 

b~me~~~+y mgntblt financial report and distribute the report 

to legislative leaders in each house and to ~embers of the 

Senate Committee on Finance and Claims and House Committee 

on Appropri~tions. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipm~nt and 

supplies made during the legislative session shall be made 

on th~ approv3l of the committee on legislative 

-10- Sv/f.£ 
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administration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase orders 

shall be issued by legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

4-1. After 

CH4PTER 4 

Order of Business 

prayer, roll call~ and 

journal, the order of business of the Senate 

Representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2J Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select committees 

(4) Messaqes from the governor 

(5) ~essages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

report on the 

and House of 

(7) First reading and commitment of bills 

(8) Second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole) 

(9} Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

{10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(12) Announcement of committee meetings. 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess, the house involved shall revert to 

Order of Business No• when reconvening after a recess. 
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5-l· When a motion is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer, and, if requested by the nresidinq 

officer or a member, shall be reduced to writi~g 3nd re3d 

aloud. A motion may be withdrawn by the member ~3king it at 

any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. ~hen a question is under debate no motion may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions 

which have precedence in the order listed: 

{1) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

( 3) to recess 

{4) question of p~ivilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(6) for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a certain day 

{ S) to refer nr Coil!mi t 

(9) to a:-nend 

(10) to postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 

roll call vote of all members present and voting. When a 

bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely, It ic; finally 

rejected and ~ay not be acted upon again during the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration ~ade pursuant to 

-12-
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Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition QO a subjec~ different 

from that und~r consideration shall b~ admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4· Any member may, on the day the vote was t~ken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in session, move to reconsider t~e question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unanimous consent of the house concerned, 

and thereafter 3ny member may call it up for considerationi 

however, a motion to reconsider made after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when made. A motion 

to recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a •notion to reconsider. 

A ~otion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

house may be made only under Order of Business ~o. 6• and 

under that order of business takes pr€cedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn. 

5-5. When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, 

a two-thirds majority is required to take it from the table. 

When d motion to reconsider fails, the question is finally 

dnd conclusively settled. 

5-6. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this 

rule, the effect of movinq the pr@Vious question, if 

adopted, is to close debate immediately, to prevent the 

-13-
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moving of amendments or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote promptly the immediately pending main question 

~nd the adhering subsidiary motions, whether on appeal or 

other·•i se. 

(2) t~hen the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate, the 

question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

ti~e to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-7. A call of the hou~e is not in order after th~ 

pravious question is orderedt unless It appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum i~ not 

present. 

5-8. The following motions are not debatable: 

(11 to adjourn 

{2) for a call of the house 

( 3) to recess 

(4) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(7) for the previous question 

(B) to limit, extend the limits of, or to close dP-bate 

(9) to amend an undebatable motion 

{10) to divide a question 

(llJ to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

-14-
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(12) to take from the table 

(13) a decision of the presidin~ officer, unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or d~cision 

(14) all incidental motions, such as motions relating 

to votin3 or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9. A member may move to divide d question if it 

includes two or more propositions so distinct in substance 

that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

remain. 

5-10. No mon= than one amendment and no more than one 

substitute motion may be made to a motion. This rule permits 

the main motion and two modifying motions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

Aa--EnLW--21--alll~--==-~~fLal~~o_af_E~~~lu~gn~~~eo~al 

f.J:J2l£ll.i..wl.:i 

6-1· The only types of instruments other than bills 

which may be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are as follows: 

(1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 

by• one house• enly and bears the heading "House Resolution .. 

or "Senate Resolution•. It may be used Qll~ to adopt or 

amend the rules of one house or to provide for the internal 

affairs of the house ~dopting it. It does not require three 
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r~adings or a roll call vote. A member offering a simple 

resolution may read it in his place before introduction. 

"hen d simple resolution has oeen introduced, it shall be 

referr~d to a committee. Final action snall be taken on the 

Committee of the Whole report. The transmittal of copies of 

simple resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk 

or secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the s~nate or chief clerk of the House. 

(2) A joint resolution must be adopted by both ~ouses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used to~ 

!al e~press desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the legislature; 

ib~-£~~.:;t_ _ _ao ___ iut~lm---.:<~¥--~--a--1e~i.:;LQ~i~ 

~Y~Qmmi~ee~ 

i~ ~e adopt or amend the joint rules; 

1Qi __ .:;et_.:;a!acie.:;_aud_atb~£--Le£m.:i __ Qf __ ~~l~~-fa£ 

~Qi~la~i¥e~~¥~~ 

Lel--a~~~.:;~cu~~oo __ of-_a __ .:;xai~uildiog_uo~£ 

~~ioo_la:Z:l2Z-O£-~:Z2:JUZ1~Ai 

if~-deal_~~b-~a~c~aoa__~~~-UO~L--IL1~ 

lU~---.:<~e~if~allx--a.:i--~Q¥id~ia--~loo.:; __ lQ=J=JOZLJ11 

lQ:J=J~Jill~lO:J=JQJi~1-~g_lQ:J:2U2i211-HtA~ 

i~l--.:<ubmi1 __ a __ oeggtl~ted--~e~tl~m~ot_-Yad~£---.:<~tioo 

-16-
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~:~:l22il1~~A~ 

iDl--peclare gL__t~mlna~-~-~~~X-WBe£Sen~-U~SL 

~~tlgo_jQ:~2L-d~ 

lll ~o ratify or propose amendments to the United 

States Constitution; and 

ill ~o direct changes to, repeal, or direct adoption 

of a rule in the Montana Administrative Code. Except as 

otherwise provided in these rules or the Constitution of the 

State of "iontan.::~to a joint resolution is treated in all 

respects as a bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

b-2. eills shall be typewritten on paper eiqht and 

one-half by eleven inches with t~enty-five numbered lines, 

and shall be introduced in quadruplicate. P+e8-~ype-en~-e 

90~d-b+ee~-rtbbo"-mast-be-d~ea. Sills shall be numbered at 

the foot of each page (except page one) and shall havP. white 

CO\f~rs of a substantial material. In sections amendinq 

existinq statutes, matter to be stricken out shall be 

indicated with a line through the words or part to be 

deleted, and new matter shall be underlined. Sections of the 

Montana Code Annotated repealed or amended in a hill shall 

be stated in the title except for general appropri~tion 

bills and bills for the codification and general revision of 
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the laws. Introduced bills will be reproduced on white 

paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bill, except general appropriation bills, and 

bills for the codification and general revision o~ the laws~ 

shall contain more than one subject, which 5ha11 be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enactinq clause or every law 

shall be as follows: •Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana"• 

A bill shall be used to propose amendments to the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the go¥ernor [Montana Constitution, 

Art. Vlt Sec. 10(1))• 

6-4. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace nothing 

but app~opriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislative, executiveL and judicial branches of state 

government, interest on public debt and for publ i ~ s~hool s. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, 

each embracing but one subject (Montana Constitution, Art. 

V, S~c. 11(4})• Appropriation bills for the operation of th~ 

le~islature shall be introduced by the chai~man of the Hous~ 

Committee on Appro~riations. 

6-5. Every statute~ unless 3 different time is 

prescribed therein. takes effect on the first day of July of 

-18- 3,/;f.£ 
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the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution. unless a different time is pr~scribed therein, 

takes effect from its passage (Sections l-2-201 and 1-2-202, 

HCA). 

fl.& __ lot..t.Wlw;llwl 

6-6. Lll--Aft~L-~DYaL~~L-l2~l~_a-l~~i~la~L-m~--aot. 

L~~~t _ _m~_tbaa__ti~~-bill~_tcam_tb~-Lagi~latl~~-~uacil 

ogc_ma~_a_t~~laxnL-iolLD~~_more thao__fi~--blll~A--lb~ 

limi:LWin_DD:La~¥-LD.i. 

1al--bill~-~a~~t~a-RLiDL-1~anuaLX_5& 

lbl--ioi.~Ll&-CDmmLtt~~_Qlll~ 

icl--~tat~_agaac¥-bil~ 

~1--c~camm~~ia~c_Qlll~&-RL 

~--L~~alutian~ 

1Zl Bills anQ-lalO:L~~alutl~ will be checked by the 

staff of the legisiative Council prior to eo~~fdera~+"n-by-ft 

eemm+~~~~-8~-~n~-Teg+s+e~H~@ iQtL~guk~iun for propar format, 

style, and legal form. ~11~-~11--~--~ataLad __ aa __ tbe 

autama1~0-blll_~ftiD~ea~~~¥oedL-aDd__g~i~eLed--in 

~uaaCYalica1~1a-Lb~-L~D~~1ing-l~gl~lataLA A stamp shall be 

affixed to th~ aLlglnal bill cover and +n+t+~+ee ~ig~Q-~ 

+n~+eat+n~ lndikate thi~ r~vien. If such stamp is not 

affixed..z.. a~---~he--~~me the oill ~~--eel~Ye~ed--~e--~h~ 

e~p~&~~?a~e-eemmf~~ee-ehe~~M8"T-~he-ehe+~~a"-shell-eeu~e-~he 

&+~+-~o-be-~~e~~mTt~ed-to-the-€ott"e+~-~o~--~~eh--~e¥+e~ m~¥ 
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D~--be introd~. B+++s-w+tt-&e-e"te~ed-eft-t~e-ett~ome~ed 

b++~-d~&ft+ng-eqaTpment-end-~yp~-te-~ee+++~a~~-e-more-~e~+e 

~ep~oe~e~+o"w--~~--e--&~~+--+s--no~--~e--e"~e~e~--~~+or---to 

+n~¥o~aet+on~--tt--w+++--not--be-eo~s+deree-ey-eny-eemm+~tee 

ant++-+t-has-been-re¥+ewed-end-ente¥e6•-fh+s-rev+ew-w+++--be 

mede-efter-the-e+ghteenth-deyw-T~-t~e-~~&n~er-+~-ne~+ftee-e~ 

a--~re~tem--w+th-a-b+++-end-eoes-not-r~spond-~o-t~e-e+reetor 

of-~he-te9+s+~t+ve-Soane++-w+~h+n-twe-+~g+s~etfve-day5y--~"~ 

bf~+-"+~+-be-re~erre~-~e-~he-eemmt~~ee-eft-r~~e~-f~-~he-~e~~~ 

•here-the-b+~+-we~-+"trodueedw 

1~ A QwLiog__a __ ~~lgQ_~ bill may be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member o~--eem~~+tee and 

presenting it to the chief clerK or secret~ry in 

quadruplicate. Rills or joint resolutions may be sponsored 

jointly by Senate and House members. A_join~lX-~PQU~QL~d 

bill--~ball _ _b~_in1cgdu~o__in--t~ _ _oau~~--La_-~bicb __ _t~ 

l~~1~~1ac~n~~~-n~m~a~~~~c~flc~t_w~-1D~-2lll-l~-.il-~m~c1 

Ib~--~nl~f~~=~aaa~DL!~-oaw~-~ball-a~~ac_immedia~l¥-ta_tb~ 

Li~h~-~1-1~1L~-~PDO~OL!S_aame£ Bills, joint resolutions, 

and simple resolutions shall be numbered consecutively in 

each session of the legisl~ture in separate series in the 

order of their receipt. 

L~l Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or department shall be so indicat~d following thP 
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names of the sponsors, "By Request of the•••••••••• (Name of 

Agency or Committee)"• 

lll Bills may be prefiled, number~d, dnd preprinted 

prior to a legislative session•---fh+~---w+++---b~---~h~ 

~e~~e"~+h+++~y--of--~he Qx__tbe staff of the Legislative 

Council. Actual signatures may ~ppear on the face of the 

prefiled bill or signatures may be obtain~d on a consent 

form fro111 the Legislative Council a.o.Q_.J.b..ii_-SJlQD.S..QC.!.s.--Dati 

tx~£a__nn __ Lne_blll• Additional sponsors may be added at the 

time of introduction on the first l~gislative day, on motion 

of the chief sponsor. These names w i 11 be forwarded to the 

Legislative Council to be included on the face of the bill 

following standing committee approval. 

All prefiled bills will be made available to ~he 

public. 

~l-_ae12c~ __ io1Lgd~tigo _ _a_joiot_c~~olutian_d~~~Libad 

io_Joiot-Bul~~~1llial_~t_u~-ap~L2Y~d-~x-tb~-jgint __ cul~~ 

~mmitt~~aoa_~~-~imol~L~~lytlgo_mu~t-b~-~ooLo~d-bx_tbe 

Lule~-~ommltt~ __ ot__tne _ _bou~~--iDt£2du~iD~--ltL-_6 __ ~tamo 

ioal~atiD~-aooL~al-iball_be_affi~ea_tg __ tb~-~o~~L--2f 

tb~_ce~olutloo_2af2Le-~Le~eotatl2D-1o_tbe~bief_~e£k_gf_tbe 

ti2U~~DL-~~~~a~_gf_tbg_S~nat~£ 

6-7. a+ff~--mey--be--f"~~O~tteed--~"~+l--5--~~m·--on-the 

e+g"teen~~-+~~+~f8t+ve-~eyy-e~eept-re¥e"ae-b+l+~T--eo~m+ttee 

bTlf~--ep~revee-&y-~~e-r~fe§-ee~m+~~ee-ef-~he-"eH~e-+"-w"+e~ 
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~~e-eomm+~~ee-b++t-er+gTftetedT-e~d-ep~rep~+~t~e~-8+~~$w 

Aff--dr&~~+ftg--req~ests--must--be--sub~+t~ed---te---~he 

~eg+~~e~+ve--&o~fteT+--by-~-~-mw-feu~-+eg+~~et+ve-days-be¥ere 

+"~rod~e~+e"--dee~++ne--fo~--thet--eate~ery---e¥---&+++---e~ 

reso+at+on-es-per-the-fo++ow+"g-~ehee~+e• 

------------------------------------Breft+"~----f~t~o~~et+oft 

------------------------------------eee~++fte------Bee~+Tfte--

6enera+-b+l+s 

eftd-reso+at+on~---------------------~~~h-9sy------~8~~-Bey-

Reweftae-b+++s-----------------------~~~h-B8y------~t~t-Bey-

~enm+~tee-&+++~ 

end-re~otu~+ons---------------------36th-Bey------~e~h-Bey-

Appro~r+at+on~ 

b+++s-end-stadT 

reso+utfofts-----------------------------None--------He~~----

Iue _ _tgl!gwiog scb2du~_mu~t_b~_fallow~a-foL-~b~~l2n 

of __ aLaftlog__L~nu~~~-aod_-lntLggu~tlnn ___ gf __ _bil1s ___ aad 

r.e~l.u:tl.c:as..a 

-------------------------------B&~~t _________ lotLndu~~lan_ 
-------------------------------Deadllne _________ Qaadlln~----

-----------------------------!Hli.!Lf£ti£ ________ !H.lULfa!:la ___ 

--------------------------Leal~l~11Y~_Da~ __ Legi~tl~e-Da~--

Gen~Lal-5ill~-aoa_a~~lutiDD~--------lD _____________ li ___ __ 

-------------------------------------------1DL-l-legislatl~ 

-------------------------------------d.U~-.ilf:t&L-.IIeli~~ 
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----------------------------------------lf_a~l~~-1~-ALt~ 

------------------------------------------~fL~L-liin_Q~ 
Ritll~nw:_j!llb ___________________ .u _________ __;;:l,__ __ 

~mmittBe-Bill~aoa_~luLi~~-----JA-------------~--
Cnmml~&el£enue_ti~--------------_6Z_ ____________ 6Q ____ _ 

A~Ll"Lln~ll~-------------~eaall~--Ng_geadllne 

lnte£lm_stu~-&it~nl~nn~--------_nn_a~aline ___ Nn_aeadllne 

Jnlnt_&e~nlntinns_Cn~~niOQ ______ _un~adline __ _un_aeaa1ine 

__ 4Qwlnl~tcatille-Sn~ 

~--spons~r--of--e-b+++-drs~~ed-~~r~HBnt-te-~-~+me~y-~~qttes~y 

e~~-wh+eh-+~-ftot-de~+wered-by--the--e~~~teeft~h--deT--~y--the 

~eg?s+et+•e-€e~ne+~y-~ha++-~&we-ant~+-S-pwm.-~we-+e~+~+atfYe 

8eys--e~~er--de++Yery--~e-Tntr~d~ee-~he-b?~•·-No-othe~-b++~~ 

eweept-revenue-e"d-ep~ropr+et+on--b+~~~--~ay--be--+n+.~edueed 

sfter-5-pwm.-on-the-e+~htee"th-+eg+~+et+ve-d~yw 

Revenue--b+++s--m~st--be--+ntredHe~d--~y--5-~•mw-~n-tne 

twenty-f+rst-~e~+s+et+ve-deyy-e~e~p~-~het-R~v~ft~e--Eemm+ttee 

b+~~~--mey-h~-+ntrodHeed-unt++-~he-66th-~~yy-EoMm+ttee-e~~~~ 

ap~~o•ed-by-~he-~H+e~-eomm+~~ee-o~-tfte-~~tt~e--+~--wh+eh--~h~ 

eomM+ttee--~++~-o~+~+ne~ed-mey-&e-+nt~e~tteed-by-th~-f~rt+~th 

+eg+~~t+ve-eer•-~he~e-+~-ne-t+me-+?m+t-~or-+ntrodttet+e"--of 

e~~~oprfet+an-h+++sw 

~a+nt---Re~o+H~+ons--e~feet+n1--ru+e~--~ee~ted--+n--thP 

Hont~ne--~dm+n+~tret+ve---€ode---mey---ee---+nt~edHeed---~nd 

tren~m+~ted-at-efty-t+me-dur+ng-e-~e~~+on• 
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qeq~e§~~--for--+nter+m--sttift~~--mey--he--r.efte-ey-jo+nt 

reso+ut+on-on+y-end-mey-he-+ntr&ft~eed-end-tren~m+t~ee-et-~ny 

t+me-dor+n~-e-ses~+on• 

6-9. No bill may be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules committee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduct,on or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a committee bill· 8+++ 

dr8~t+"g--req~e~ts--~&r--eemm+~~ee-sponsereft--b~++§--m~~t-&e 

~ee~~Yed-by-the-~egfs+e~~ve-&e~"e~+-3te~¥-hy-5-~wmw--e"--the 

th+r~y-e+gh~h-~eg+~+e~~ye-d8y-en~-req~~re-three-~e~~th~-yo~~ 

by-~he-eomm+ttee• 

C&_-flL~~~~d~"nd-~mmltm~nt 

6-10. No motion affecting a bill is In order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a bill, the chief 

clerK of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a summary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a summ3ry of its title 

and by its history in the second house, togeth~r with a 

notation of the committee to which it has been assigned, and 
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such posting shall constitute the first rP.ading of the bill. 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or become a law 

unless referred to a committee and returned therefrom. 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bill,. it 

shall be referred to a committee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill may be ~eec~m+~~ed ~~e!~LLeQ at any time 

before its passage. 

~--Ameoame~_ana-SYb~tlt~e-Bll~ 

6-14. No law shall be revised or a~ended 9 or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only• 

but so much thereof as is revised~ amended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no 

bill Shall be so altered or amended on its passage through 

either house as to change Its original purpose C~ontana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1))• 

6-16. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is rel~vant to th~ title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

6-17• The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a committee is to propose amendments to strike out all of 

the bill following t~e enacting clause and to substitute the 

ne~ billy recommending also any necessary changes in thP 
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title. If a committee report recommending a substitute for a 

bill originating In the other house is adoptedt the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-18. Amendments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by ~he house in which the bill 

originated~ but must either be accepted or rejected. SU~ 

ameoament~--~all--~--~fec~g __ tg __ _the ___ ~Qmm~tee __ _tbat 

gcLginallx_-~aca __ tbe __ blll __ fg£ __ a_ce~ummenaatlnn-tbat-tbe 

ameo<n~ent~..be-as;~t!UI-'IC.....~~~n!h If the amendments are 

rejected, a conference committee may be requested by the 

house in which the bill originated. 

6-19• If a majority of a house adopts a recommendation 

for the passage of a bill originating In that house after it 

has heen returned from a com~ittee with amendments, not less 

than six hundred copies of the bill shall be printed on 

yellow paper with all amendments incorporated into th@ 

printed copies. If the bill has been returned from a 

committee without amendments~ only the first sheet shall be 

printed on yellow paper~ and the remainder of the text 

incorporated by reference to the preceding printP.d version 

of the entire bill. eills referred to the hills committee 

of the house of origin for printin~ must be reported ~lthin 

three days unless further time is granted oy that house. 

f&--fOQCQ~~lng_gQd_ZQL~llln~ 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

-26- S/{7 
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Committee of the Whole of the house of origin and the rep?rt 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills committee, and ~hen reported 

correctly engrossed by the committee shall be ~lac~d on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Committee of the Whole amendments shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

oistributed to le9islators will be reproduced on blue pap~r. 

If a bill is unan1ended by the Committee of the Whole, 

contains no clerical errors, and is n~atly written, it may 

be engrossed without retyping, and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper with the remainder of the 

text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill• 

If a bill is amended by the standing committee or 

Committee of the Whole in the second house• th~ amendments 

~ill be included in a reference hill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The amendments 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

If the bill passes on third reading 9 copies of th~ ref~rencP. 

bill and second house amendment~ will be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed both houses it shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills committee of the 

house of origin. An original and two duplicate typewritten 
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copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free from all 

corrections and errors, with a margin of t~o inches at the 

top and one inch on each side, with twenty-five unnumbered 

lines to the page. In sections amending existing statutes 

new matter shall be underlined, and matter stricken with a 

line through it shall be omitted. The type~riting shall be 

done with a black record ribbon, pica typet on paper P.ight 

and one-half inches wide and eleven inches lonq. ThP 

original and two copies of the bill shall be red line1. Th~ 

history of the bill shall also be enrolled and placed~" 

beek-of ~b the bill in a white manuscript cover, upon 

which is written the number of the bill and the title. A 

~~x-nt_~be_bl~~acx~hall-~e-fileQ-til~h-~be_la~-llbL~~¥£ 

When the enrolling has been completed1 the bill shalt 

be examined by the author and the bills committee and 

reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house In which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall announce from the rostrum. the 

announcement to be entered in the journal, the specific 

bills to be signed by him and shall designate a time when 

such bill shall be signed, and he shall sign the original 

and two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the lAst 
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legislative day in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be entered upon the journal no 

later than the next legislative day. At any time after the 

report of a bill correctly enrolled and before the signing, 

if a member signifies his desire to examine the bill, he 

shall be per~itted to do so. The bill shall the~ be 

transmitted to the other house where the same procedure 

shall be followed. 

A_~l-tbat-ba~~~U-~tb-bQU~-Df--~-le~isl~~e 

by __ 1be __ nin~l~tb_aQ¥-m~x-he_enLnll~i-kl~~~llx-~DLLe~t~ 

bX-tb~-nLe~lQlng __ nffl~e~--lf__n~~~~RLXi-~lnn~a--b¥--tbe 

nLe~idiog__nt1i~eL~l-~-2~llX~Le0-1D-tb~-ijO~LOOL-Dnt_lQ1CL 

than-2-d~~-Aft~L-tb~_nineti~b~islRtlx~-d~Xa-A11-lnuLD~l 

eotLi~-~ut~~a-U~L_tbis_Lule_~ill-~--~nteL~--an __ tbe 

jn~LOdl_fDL-~-nlnetietb-dax& 

The original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house shall be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills committee shall take a 

receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation, which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the secretary 

of state. Signed copies with chaPter numbers assigned 

pursuant to Section 5-ll-204, shall be filed ~ith the clerk 

of the supreme court and the Legislative Council. 

E1--i~~Qud_B~dlo~-==-'nmmltt~e-nf-t~-~nl~ 
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6-22. All bills, except consent calendar bills, which 

nave been reported by a committee, accepted by the house 

concerned dnd printed, shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by Committee of the Whole. The 

~er~eent~-e~-erm~-of-the-~e~peet+ve-he~~e~ ~~ata£X-Qf--tbe 

~oa~--DL--~blef--~leLk __ uf_t~-HQu~e shall record the time 

each bill is received and the time the bill is placed on 

members• desks. Until the fiftieth legislative day, one day 

must elapse between the time a committee approved bill is 

placed on the members• desks and consideration by Committee 

of the Hhole. Bills shall be arranged on the calendar in 

numerical order unless they are companion bills or are 

otherwise ordered by the house or Committee of the Whole of 

the house concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in Committee of the Whol~ 

shall be read by a summary of its title and considered 

section by section. 

All Committee of the Whole amendments shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the amendment 

is voted on. The amendment form will include the date and 

time of the amendment. f.Qs;t1--ll.LDil.u.:i!l.U-U.,lJ1~~-'lm!l.Odmen.t 

sb~ll_ne_id~otif~d-~nd_kegt_io __ t~--ll.ff~B--nf--t~-~bi~f 

~leLk __ nf __ th~--tlnu~e--DL--S~Le~LX--Il.f__tb~-Seoataa __ uono 

~jDULOW~Ot£_tb2-1BXL-Of-~U~b-ameDdmBo!~~b~ll-b~-_geli¥BL~U 

~-1De-~t~~-~~blxe~1 
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6-Z4. Prior to adoption of a Committee of the Whole 

report• a member may move to segregate a bill• If the motion 

prevails. the till remains on second reading. 

6-25. When a Committee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejected the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a Committee 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpose. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governing each house 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

Committee of the Whole, except as follows: 

(1) The only motions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 

(b) recommend passage or nonpassagei 

(c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) indefinitely postpone; 

(e) pass conside~ation; 

(f) ~isei 

(g) rise and report; or 

(h) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

again. 

(2) The committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

f3) The committee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the house concerned. 

(~) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

going into Committee of the Whole, a memb~r may speak as 
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often as he iS recognized and for as long each time as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-21. After a Committee of the Whol~ has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon resuming the chair, the presiding officer shall receiV@ 

the report of the chairman of the co~mittee and the house 

shall taKe act;on on the report. 

~--IbiLO-R~~ing_==~~eot-L~~n~-==-Eax~~La 

6-28. No bill shall become a law except by vote of a 

majority of all the members present an~g1ing in each 

house, nor unless on its final passage the vote be taken by 

ayes and noes, and ~he names of those voting be entered on 

the journal (~ontana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1) and 

(2))• 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

to the Montana State Constitution where the math&matical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the till to progress as 

though It had received the majority vote• 

6-29. Except for consent calendar bills, every bill 

shall be read three times prior to passage, either by title 

or by summary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in Committee of the Wholei and the 

third, which shall be by completa title, prior to final 
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passage. No bill shall receive more than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No a~endment 

may be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

Oills proposing amenoments to the Montana Constitution, 

bi11~ ratifying proposed amendments to the United States 

Constitution, resolutions, and referendum measures of the 

le~islature, shall be submitted to the governor for his 

sign3ture. If he does not siqn or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to him if the legislature is in 

session or witnin twenty-five days if the legislature is 

adjourned., it shall become a law. The governor shal 1 return 

a vetoed bill to the legislature with a statement of his 

reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any bi 11 to the 

1 eqi sl ature 

1 eg i sl ature 

with his recommendation for amendment. If the 

passes theo bill in accordance with th~~ 

yovernor•s recomillendation, it shall again return the bill to 

th~ 9overnor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for amendment a second time. 

(3) If after receipt of a vet.o message, two-thirds of 

the members present approve the b i 11 , it sha 11 become 1 aw. 

lf __ ~b£ __ aciglaa~og __ ~e __ ga~ _ _n21 __ flnall~-a~~-•lthla_2 

legl~latl~~-aax~_an_a_~e!&-L~elx~_wbile __ la__~~~iaa~ _ _tne 

lllll_l,L<Ieaa .. 
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(4) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a bill, he shall return the bill with his 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may reconvene to reconsider any bill so vetoed. 

(5) The qovernor may veto items in appropriation 

billsr and in such instances th~ procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. 

VIr Sec. 10) • 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message. After the reading a member 

may move that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the motion shall be determined by roll callo If 

two-thirds of the members present vote "aye" the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not v~te 

"aye• the veto is sustoined. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 

then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The origina-ting house shall tr.Jnsmit to the second 

heuser for consideration 

amendments in Committee of 

under its 

the l~hol e, 

origindtiny nouse•s approvdl or 

governor's recommendations. 

-34-
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( b J If both houses approv~ the governor • s 

recommenc.idtions the bill shall be ret•Jrned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(c) If both houses disapprove the governor•s 

recomm~ndations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(O) If one house disapproves the governor's 

recommendations and the other house approves 9 then either 

house may request a conference committee which may be a free 

conference committee. 

(i) If both houses adopt a conference committee 

report, the bill in accordance with the report shall be 

returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(il) If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

yovernor•s recommendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

tla __ Icansmjttal_af_nll15 

6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers• When a house bill is transmitted 

from~ the House of Rep~esentatives to the Senat~• the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When 3 Senat~ bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives. the chief clerk 
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of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secret~ry of 

the Senate. 

6-34. r.o bi 11 s, excP.pt for appropriation bills. 

revenue bills and amendments considered by j~int committee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a committee by 

the presiding officer) if transmitted from one housA to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending in the house to which it is transmitted unl~ss 

two-thirds of the members present and voting Sh3ll d~termine 

that the bill snall be acted upon. Amendments, 2xcept to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills, shall 1 ikewise b~ 

deferred for consideration if transmitted after the 

seventieth legislative day thereof. 

A r~venue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

from the original house on or te~ore the seventieth rlay 

unless two-thirds of the members present and yoting in the 

receiving house shall determine that the bill may be 

transmitted after the seventieth rtay. 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill sh~ll 

+mmed+a~e+y ~-~QQD~-PQS~Q~ transmit it to the other 

house with notice of its action. 

6-36. All bills reported out of a committee of the 
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legislature having an effect on the revenues, expenditures, 

or fiscal liability of the state, except appropriation 

measures carrying specific dollar amountsy shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

Legi sl3t i ve Counc i 1 staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may t>e 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be 

by the presiding officer of either house, 

request.ed 

who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agenci~s affected by th~ bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six days, unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the request based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

~udget director to the presiding officer who requested it, 

who shall refer it to the committee considering th~ bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the mP.mbers• 

desks. 

Fiscal not~s shall, where possible, show in dollar 

dmounts the estimated increase or decrease In revenues or 

expenditures, costs which may be absorbed without additional 
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fundst and long-range financial implications. No comment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however9 technical or mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

a~endment by: 

(1) a committee considering the bi11 9 or 

(2) 

the bi 11 

or 

a majority of the members of the house in which 

is to be considered, at the time of second reading9 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall ma~e available on request to 

any member of the legislature all background information 

used in developing a fiscal note (Title 5 9 chapter 4, part 

2t MCA)• 

CHAPT~R 7 

Committees 

7-1. The cofflmittee on legislative administration of 

each house shall consider all matters concerned with 

seating9 mileage and ~e~--~~e~ ~xg~u~~~· legislativ~ 

employees, thP. control of the legislative property, and the 

budgetin~ for and expenditure of appropriations for the 

operation of the legislature, in cooperation with the 

Legi5lative Council staff. 

1-2. A st3nding committee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or mattPrs referred to it within 

-36-
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seven days after reference, unless at the fequest of the 

committee and for good cause shown, further time is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If tne members of a committee cannot agree on a 

report, the majority and minority of the committee present 

at a committee meeting may submit separate reports. Only one 

minority report may be submitted. Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal, unless otherwis~ ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-4· All committees and subcommittees shall keep 

minutes of their meetings and, at the close of the session, 

shall make fYYe an ocigioal-~nd--two complete copies and 

shall turn the ori9inal of the minutes over to the chief 

clerk of the House or secre~ary of the Senate for delivery 

to the historical society. The mejer+~y-and-m+"er~~y-~eede~ 

of-eaeh-he~se--and--~he Legislative Council and __ ~b~--1~ 

1~ shall e~ch be 9iven one copy of the minutPs. 

7-5. The comwittee on bills and journal, the rules 

committee9 and conference committees may report at any time9 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken. Reports from the bills and journal committee shall 

stand approve~~-tthGOt formal action. 

7-6. All bills providinq for an appropri3tion of 

public money may first be considered by a joint committee 

composed of the members of the s~nate Committee on Finance 
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and Claims and the House Committee on Appropriations, and 

then by each separately. Meetings of the joint comP'iitte~ 

shall be held upon call of the c~airman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations who shall be chairman of the 

joint committee. 

7-7. The chairman of each committee has general control 

and direction of the hall and com~ittee room of the 

committee over which he presides, subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. ~xcept a~ provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6• the chairman of the Senate committee shall 

be chairman of all joint committees. 

7-a. If either house requests a conference and ap~oints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House nf RepresP.ntatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall ap~oint a committee consistinq 

of ttle same number of llfembers. The time and place of all 

conference committee meetinys shall be agreed upon by their 

chairman and be announced from the rostrum. This 

announcement is in order at any time. Failure to make this 

announcement shall not affect the validity oT the 

1 egi slat ion. The conference commi tteest having conferred, 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference committee shall confine itself to 

the disputed amendment. 

If either house requests a free conference committe~ 
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and the other house concurs, appointments will be made the 

same as above. A. free conference committee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confin~d to a particular 

amendment. 

1-?. In joint committees other than conference 

C01Jtmittees9 members vote individually and not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint meetings of separate 

committees, in conference committees the committees from 

each house vote separately, and a majority of each committee 

must agree before ar'\y action may be taken. 

1-10. Conference committee reports must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to tha ref~re"c~ 

bill version. 

When a conference committee report is filed with the 

secretary or clerk the same shall be read under Qr~er of 

Business No. 3, select committees, ano placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommende1 

favorably by the Committee of the Whole, it may be 

considered on third reading the ~am~ legislativ~ day. on 

the final legislative day a conf~rence committee rP.port 

shall be placed on the c~lendar for immediate consideration 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the s~me legislative day. 

1-11. Accredited press representatives may not b~ 

excluded from any public legislative meeting or hearing and 
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may not oe prohibited from ta~ing photographs, televising, 

or recording the committe~ or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all matters of 

decorum and order. 

1-12. A committee block scheduling system will bP. 

implemented in the Senate and House of ~epresentatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between houses and will be 

adjusted according to the legislature's work load. 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

B-1. Each house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedingst and may, in its discretion, from time to time, 

publish the same, and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall, at the request of any two members, be entered on the 

journal. 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently considered; the title of each bill shall be 

printed in the injex of the permanent journals. 

(2) every motion and the name of the member making iti 

(3) proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

votec for by two-thirds of the members (Montana 

Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8); 

(4) cornrr.ittee reports; 

-42- 5Jf'£ 
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(5} roll call votes; 

(6) messages from the governor and the other house; 

(7) an entry of the oath taken by the members (Sec. 

5-Z-214• MCAI• 

a-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the Legislative Council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be programmed on automated equipment, 

eKamine its journal• distribute a daily journal to all 

legislatorsy correct any errors 9 and report each legislative 

day immediately after roll call. 

8-4. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

the signature of the president, dnd the journal of the House 

of Representatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 through 5-ll-203t ~CA). 

8-5. (1) A joint rule may be repealed or amended only 

with the concurrence of both houses, under the prvcedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amend~ent of its own 

rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be temporar i 1 y suspended by the consent of 

two;""''t:hi ros of the llembers··of·:.•i.-ther house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it. 

(3) Any rul~s committee report recommending a change 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 
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concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 

of either house shall be transmitted to the other house for 

informational purposes. 

8-6. "ason•s ~anual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Repres~ntatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

A-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volu~e the rules of th@ Senate, the rules of the 

House of ~epres@ntatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of 

the secretary 

the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the leoislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amendinQ 

Sendte, House or joint rules, and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules committees. After the rules have 

been published, the Legislative Council shall distribute 

copies as directed by the Senate and House of 

Representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 throuqh 5-11-214t the following fee schedule is 

established for the legislative proceedin~s: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, t~~e !Z~Oi an additional $1,0 is required for 

mailing. 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 

-44-
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session. 525. 

Single co~ies of bills, resolutions, amendments., status 

sr,eets., or other documents may be purchased 3ccording to the 

length of the document as follows: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .25 

b-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ .so 

16-40 pag~S••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$1.00 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$1.50 

101-200 pageS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••'2·00 

Over 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S4.00 

Copies of enacted billsa•••••••••••••••••••••••cost of 

reproduct.ion. 

!__mloimum __ 2f--11.22-5b~ll-be-~ba~d-~-au~-ao~ment 

LeQUiLed-12_be_mailed£ 

CHAPTE~ 9 

Votin~ Procedure 

9-1. Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-Z. every member 

present when d question is put shall vote unlPss the house 

of which he is a member excuses him. 

9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest in 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a member. 

q-3. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of th~ legislature. If ~dopted by an affirmative 
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~oll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

le~islature. the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8). 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majo~ity 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

9-S. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members, if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members shall 

be called alphabetically• unless an electrical voting system 

is used. A member may not vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the chair. A member may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced from 

the chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question·shal1 be stated 

as follo~s: "Senate (or House) bill nu~ber ••••• having been 

rea~ three several times, the question is• shall the bill 

pass (or be concurred in).• 

(2) If an electrical voting system is used.1 ~he 

p~~std+"g-eff+e~r-s~ell-rt"g-tn~-b~tt 1b~-Dell-~ball-D~-LUUQ 

after ~tet+~~ the question i~_stal~ and then tb~--QLe~idlng 

Qffl~~L--~ball state "Those in favor vote yee X~ and thosP. 

opposed vote no." After a reasonable oaus~ the presidinq 

officer asks "H3s every memb~r voted?• (reasonable pause) 

-46- 3J.f.'£ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l7 

1R 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 0-.71/01 

•noes any member wish to change his or her vote?• 

(reasonable pause) •The clerk (secretary) will now record 

the vote.• 

9-8. Two members may pair on a measure that will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measur~ requiring a 

two-thirds vot~ for adoption three members may pair, with 

two ~embers for the measure and one member against. P-airinq 

is permitted only when one of the paired members is ab~eft~ 

~~~u~ when the vote is taken. 

9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the members agreeing to be bound. and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agreement to pair 

is filed with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives, it shall bind the members 

signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

signedt unless the paired m@mbers sooner appear and ask that 

the agreement be cancelled. 

9-to. Every vote of each member of the legislature on 

each substantive question in the legislature, in any 

committee, or in Committee of the Whole shall be recorded 

and made public. On final passage of any bill or Joint 

resolution t~· vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entered on the journal. B2l~all_xQle~_ga_ad2~log_an 

ad~erse cgmmlttee--Leagct~--~e~Da--cea~gL-_ana__aa __ _all 

.amen.\lment.~--llf!u.tlJLl.ll~tU.II_gt_t!JLilblll.JI_.w.a!Ll..ils.ilttl.u 
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~-taken bv ayes_ao~ll.IIS-_aD.\1--tll.ll-_a~~--.IIDtece.\l __ gn_-tlle 

JQ~aala A roll call vote shall be taken on nonsubstantive 

questions on the request of two members. who may likewise on 

any vote, request that ~he ayes and ~oes be spread upon ~he 

journal. Roll call votes and other votes which are to be 

made public but are not specifically required to b~ spre\ld 

upon the journal shall be entered in the minutes of the 

appropriate committee or of the appropriate house and a copy 

of such minutes shall be filed with the Montana state 

historical society (Montana Constitution, Art. Vt Sec. 

11(2)). 

CHAPTER 10 

Consent Calendar 

10-1. Noncontroversial bills and si~ple and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar may be 

proc~ssed by a standing committee according to the following 

provisions: 

(lJ To be eligible for the consent calendar, the 

legislation must receive unanimous vote by the members of 

the stdnding committee in attendance (do pass, do ~ass as 

amended)• In addition a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the committee report• No 

appropriation or revenue bills may be recommended for the 

consent calendar. 
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(Z) The legislation is then sent to pri~ting to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically marked 

as a •consent calendar• Item. 

(3) Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon 

as it is received fro• printing) on the consent calendar and 

must remain there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business ~o. 11~ Special Orders 

of the Day. At that timet the presiding officer will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and alloN 

"reasonable time• for quest1ons and answers upon requPst. No 

deDate will be allowed. 

(4) Any three me~bers may submit written objections 

and the legislation must then be removed from the consent 

C3lendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

(5) Consent calendar leg1slation will ~e votert on 

following third reading. 

(6) Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individuallv with the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills ~nd resolutions. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be transmitted to the second house. 

CHAPTE~ 11 

Statement of legislative Intent 

11-1. Definition. For the purpose of compliance with 

the legislative History Act (Title 59 chapter 4, part 4Y 
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HCA), a statement of legislative intent re3ardlng a bill 

will express the common understanding of those components of 

the legislature votin~ on the bill. This statement diFFers 

from a purpose clause which is used In general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill while a statement of 

intent is used to guide the details of interpreta~ton by 

those charged with laple•entation of the bill and is phrased 

in terms of contingencies9 examples or other •atter 

inappropriate for expression as statutory language. 

11-2. Limitation. A stateMent of Intent may not 

acco•pany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a cocmittee (standing committee, co.mittee oF the 

whole or conference co•mittee) agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 

11-3. Statement of intent to accompany bill -- when -

bow. A statement shall accompany a bill as follows: 

(1) State~ents of intent are required for bills 

dele~ating rulemaking or licensing authority. The statenent 

shall be entered on AlTER, printed on paper of the same 

color and in the same manner as the bill, and shall be 

attached to t~e bill. The statement shall be printed on 

paper of the same color as the bill and attached to the bill 

on all subsequent printings of the bill. 

(2) The standing committee of the house In which the 

bill ori3inates is responsible for authoring 3 stat~ment of 

-so- 3J1'£ 
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1 intent for a bill requiring one. 

z 11-4. Hodifica~ion. Any COIDIIlitt.ee subsequently 

3 considering the bill •ay a.end a p~evious state~nt. The 

4 stateeent of intent will be reflected in the history of the 

5 bill. 

6 11-5. Conference coamittee on intent onty. When the 

1 second house concurs in a bitt without a-endMen~s but 

8 supersedes a previous statement of intent• the bill •ay not 

9 be enrolled until both houses have agreed on a st.ate~nt of 

10 intent. If the state.ent is attached to a bill that does not 

11 sta~utorily require one. the conference co.-ittee can delete 

lZ tne state~nt in its entirety. 

13 A new statement of intent written by the second house 

14 will be processed· in the same manner as a second house 

15 aMend.ent. 

16 A regular conference comeittee may be appointed solely 

17 to resolve differences of intent if the second house's 

18 statement of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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47th Legislature SJR 0001/02 

1 

2 

3 

.... 

5 

6 

1 

s 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2,. 
25 

Approved by Comm. 
on Rules 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO• 1 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVE~N THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

NDWo THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

JOINT RULES 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decorum, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, pray~r by the chaplain and roll call, a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quorum, and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

~residing officer, of each house shall preserve order and 
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decorum, and In case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 

may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has, general 

control and dl recti.on of the hall .. chamber, rooms, passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assign.ant in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

1-~. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an apPeal by any member 

seconded by two other members. No member may speak ~ore than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he is a •e•ber. 

1-S. When a MeMber desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standinq in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. When two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

~irst. 

1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer deterRines whether he 

is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

words spoken in debate, the language excepted to shall be 

taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: first, those affecting 

-2- SJR 1 
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the collective rights, safety• dignity~ and integrity of the 

proceedings of either house; and second• those affecting the 

rights, reputation and conduct of individual members ot 

either hcuse in their capacity as members. A question of 

privilege affecting either house collectively takes 

precedence over a question of privil~qe dffecting an 

individual member. 

1-a. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. fhe-p~~+d+ng-8~+e~he~~-eert+fy-~-pe~~-aa 

p~ep&red---by---eeg+s~at+¥e--€ewne+~--ste~. THE pSESlQl~~ 

OFFICERS SHAlt CEfiiiFy ANQ SJGN THE PAY&QLL-AS- pREPARED _ax 

LEGISL&IIyE CW!NCIL STAFfo ~~ THE PAYROLl_£~ 

Lf&I$1ATtyf CQUNCIJ STAFF. DURING fHE bfGtSLaliYE se~ 

1-9. (1) A communication or paper shaJJ be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear the name of the person 

submitting it. When the reading of a paper is called for and 

a member objects. it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house without debate. This subsection does not ~pply to 

bills or to communications from the yovernor or the other 

house. 

(2) A paper for or against proposed legislation may not 

be placed on the desks of the ~embers or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

has received ~ermission Yrom the presiding officer to 
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distribute it in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the presiding officer is a member of the 

house over which he is presiding he shall vote as any other 

member and may not vote a second time. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings, Quorums~ and Attendance 

2-1. The hour of meeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives may be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

z-z. lobbying on the floor of the Senate or House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and within 

one hour prior to the co•~encement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment. 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

Committee of the ~hole, all committee meetings, and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. Vo Sec. 10(3))• 

2-4. Neither house shallt without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for more than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day~ and compel the attendance of absent members, in such 

•anner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 

(Montana Constitution, Art. Y• Sec. 10(2))• 
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2-6. Unless he is excused, a member of the House or 

Senate shall be present at every sitting of the house of 

which he is a member. 

2-7. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of aembers 

present in either house may compel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of which they are 

me•bers. 

2-8. If a quorum is present, five members of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate. and fifteen members of the 

House of Representatives may order a call of the House. 

2-9. On a call of either house, a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

person, as the majority of such .e•bers present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent member is secured 

afte~ a call of either house, if the house of which he fs a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be paid 

any per-d+em ~~~A during hiS absence and is 

liable for the expenses incurred in procuring his 

attendance. 

2-lOa During a call of either house, all business of 

that house shall be suspended. After a call has been ordered 

no motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or remove 

the call. The call ray be reMOved by a two-thirds vote. 

2-11. If either house is In session upon a qiven day, 

whether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 
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constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative Employees 

SJR *1/02 

3-1. The legis.lature shall prescribe the co•pensation 

of the off+eers--eft4 employees of each house by Joint 

resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and employees£ and no payment shall be made from 

thd state treasury. or be in any way authorized to any such 

person• except to an acting officer or employee elected or 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legislative Council shall be responsible for 

maintaining personnel files. 

3-3. The co .. ittee on legislative administration of 

each house shall appoint secretaries for a s~anding or 

special eeSM+~tees ~~ on reco.-endation of the 

com~ittee chairman, subject to the approval of the 

respective houses. A secretary for a standing or special 

co.mittea is iMmediately responsible to the committee 

chairman. but when not occupied with the du~ies of a 

coamittee. shall work under the direction of the chief 

stenographer of each house. The Legislative Council shall 

hire a11 engrossing and enrolling typists and proofreaders 

who are under the direction of the bills committee. 

3-4. The presiding 

minority floor leader 

-6-
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private secretary. 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of Representatives are responsible to the presiding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are xa: 
(a) to have custody of all records• bills. docuMentsa 

and other papers; 

(b) ~e supervise the making and examination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(c) 1!-e deliver to the e,p1-opr+s~e-eff..;.eei'-i-ef"-e"¥f:+eesy 

es--set-for~h-~n-thes~-rute~-dd~ft!-~e-se•s+oft-er ~~ 

of 5tate at the close of each sesslony the journal. bill 

boo~s and resolution books. and all copies of introduced an~ 

engf"o~sed bills and joint resolutions; 

(d) ~e collect from the chairman or secretaries of all 

standing 

lllte'!-e., 

committees, special committees, eo••+t~ee~-&~-~fte 

and conference committees, the minu~es of such 

co•mittees and dSliver them to the state historical society. 

CSee Rule 7-41 

3-6· Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and other 

employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, Secretaries 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to majority and 

minority floor leaders, are immediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chief clerk of the House, 

subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 
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3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling clerks 

are: 

(a) to en9ross or enroll all bills delivered to them 

within forty-eight hours after they have been received, 

unless further time is granted, in wri~ing, by the presiding 

officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

(b) to correct clerical errors, with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any blll originating in the house by 

which they a~e employed. Clerical errors such as the 

following may be corrected; 

(iJ errors in spelling 

(iiJ errors in nuMbering sections 

(iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) Material copied incorrectly from the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

The secretary of the Senate or chie~ clerk of the House 

shall obtain written permission from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are made. 

When a committee is the sponsor of a bill, any member 

thereof so designated by the Chairman may be the principal 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

3-B. (1) The sergeants-at-arms are responsible to the 

presiding officers of theJr respective hou_ses• Their <luties 

-8- SJR 1 
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are LA= 

(a) ~e ~aintaln order under the direction of the 

presiding officer; 

(b) ~o execute commands and serve all processes; 

(c) ~o receive, distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeant-at-arms, doorkeepers, 

watchmen, janitors, pages and other employees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions are immediately 

responsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-lo. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day•s session with a prayer. 

3-11. A legislative aide Is a person who has registered 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification form such as a 

name tag. Such identification may be issued only upon 

receiving written verification from a me•ber that the person 

involved Is serving hi~ as an aide. A person may not 

represent himself to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative aides must be of legal 

a9e unless otherwise approved by the presidinq officer. 

No me•ber may designate more than one aide without the 

approval of the Rules Committee of the house involved. 
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Qualifications for legislative interns are $peCified in 

Title s. chapter 6r MCA. 

3-12• An employee, legislative aide£ or legislative 

intern of either h~use is prohibited from lobbying as 

defined in Section 5-7-102(1)• MCA. However. such person may 

testify before a committee of either house on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall be 

discharged. 

3-13. Disputes or co•plaints involving the competency 

or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the co•mittee on legislative administration of the house by 

which the employee is eaployed. The com.ittee, in its 

discretion, may dismiss, suspend or retain the e•ployee. The 

co~mittee on legislative administration shall periodically 

review the roster of e~ployees and shall dismiss surplus 

employees. 

3-14. The offices of the Legislative Council shall 

serve both the Senate and House of Representatives as 

required. 

The Council staff shall prepare payrolls for ~Tg~a~e~e 

~llWililln AWl-llli!lAIIIR.Ii 11¥-.J.be pres i d !lllj-2fi.i.kU and 

prepare a b+men~hty month\' financial report and distribute 

the report to leqislatlve leaders in each house and to 

members of the Senate Committee on Finance and Claims and 

House Committee on Appropriations. 
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3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipment and 

supplies made during the legislative session shall be made 

on the approval of the committee on legislative 

administration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase orders 

shall be issued by legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

~-1. After 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Business 

prayer. roll call, and 

journal, the order of business of the Senate 

Representatives is as follows: 

(1) Communications and petitions 

(2) Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of selec~ committees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Hotions 

report on the 

and House of 

(7) First reading and com~it.ant of bills 

(8) Second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole) 

(9) Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(lZ) Announcement of committee meetings. 

To revert to or pass to a neH order of business 
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requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to rece~s. the house involved shall revert to 

Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

11otions 

5-l. When a motion is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer, and• if requested by the presiding 

officer or a member, shall be reduced to writing and read 

aloua. A motion may be withdrawn by the member making it at 

any time before it Is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no motion may be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary aotions 

which have precedence In the order listed: 

( 1) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(4) question of privilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(6~ for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a certain day 

(8) to refer or commit 

(9) to amend 

(10) to postpone indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 

roll call vote of· all members present and voting. When a 
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bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely? it is finally 

rejected and may not be acted upon again during the biennium 

except upon a motion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

Rule 5-4· 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4· Any member may, on the day the vote was taken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in session, move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next legislative 

day without the unanimous consent of the house concerned. 

and thereafter any member •ay call it up for consideration; 

howevert a .ation to reconsider Made after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when made. A motion 

to recall a bill from the other house constitutes noti~e to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a motion to reconsider. 

A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill fro• the other 

house ~ay be made only under Order of Business No. 6, and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn• 

5-5. When a motion tn reconsider is laid on the tablet 

a two-thirds majority is required to take it from the table. 

When a motion to reconsider fails. the question is finally 

and conclusively settled. 
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5-6. (11 Except as provided In subsection (2) of this 

rule, the effect of moving the previous question, if 

adopted, is to close debate immediately, to prevent the 

moving of anendme~s or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote promptly the im.ediately pending ~aln question 

and the adhering subsidiary motions~ whether on appeal or 

otherwise. 

C2) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate, the 

question may be debated for one-half hour, one-half of such 

tl•• to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-7. A call of the house is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered• unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

5-s. The following •otions are not debatable: 

(1) to adjourn 

(Z) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(4) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(o) to lay on the table 

(7) for the previous question 

{B) to limit, extend the limits of, or to close debate 
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(9) to amend an undebatable motion 

(10) to divide a question 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

(12) to take from the table 

(13) a decision of the presiding officer, unless 

appealed or unless he submits the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(14) all incidental JROtions, such as 111otions relating 

to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9· A member may move to divide a question if It 

includes two or MOre propositions so distinct fn substance 

that if one thing is taken away a substantive question wJll 

remain. 

5-to. No more than one amendment and no more than one 

substitute motion may be made to a motion. This rule per•its 

the main motion and two modifying motions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

h.....El!UL..Q.{_IUllli.--=:::-JleliD.i.U..IIIL.II.LBU!Ui.Lt.l.WU--- v!IQeral 

f.I..IItili.iall.li. 

6-1. The only types of inst~uMents other than bills 

which may be introduced in either house of the legislature 

are as follows: 

{1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 

by one house only and bears the heading •House Resolution• 
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or •senate Resolution"• It may be used anl¥ to adopt or 

amend the rules of one house or to provide for the Internal 

affairs of the house adopting it. It does not require three 

readings or a roll call vote. A member of£e~ing a simple 

resolution may read it in his place before introduction. 

When a simple resolution has been fntroduced9 it shall be 

refer~ed to a committee. Final action shall be taken on the 

ComMittee of the Whole report. The transmittal of copies of 

simple resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk 

or secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

(Z) A joint resolution must be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may b~ used toi 

Lal express desire, opinion, sympathy, or request of 

the legislature; 

LQl__regqest an inter i.L--S..t.u.dX--.b:.L-.ii--legj sl atj ye 

.LU.tu:.omm j ttea;. 

L~ ~o adopt or amend the joint rulesi 

.Ldl--&et salar iea and other tt~LD--QL-2.JDQ1JU'"nt f~ 

Le.g.i..s..lat i ye gmpl PVee.ll 

~--~AtLU~tl.llll--Df--a--li.tat~-Qujldjng UDC~L 

~iiiD-l.a=Z=.UI.Z..ll.I;-ZJl~l!Z..t..Jit.Al. 

Lfl__Qeal .with 4iaaster~aod-~mecgancles undeL--Iitle 
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~-specjflcall¥ as proyided In sectjgos 10-3-3QZ~ 

lQ-3-30]13)• 10-3-l~~l· and 10-3-50515)• MtAA 

uodec se~ 

l2:JI-]051l)• MCA; 

(h) declace--or termjnate an eoACQX-~8~-UndaL 

~D 90-4-310, HtA: 

Lil ~o ratify or propose amendments to the United 

States Constitution; and 

!Jl to direct changes to9 repeal• or direct adopt1on 

of a rule in the Montana Ad•inistrative Code. Except as 

otherwise provided in these rules or the Constitution of the 

State of Montana, a Joint resolution Is treated in all 

respects as a bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by tha secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-2, ALL---6ILL QBAEIINg BEQU~-~~--&fQU~_A 

LfGISLATIYE~~ Bills shall be typewritten on paper 

eight and one-half by eleven inches with twenty-five 

numbered 1 ines, and shall be introduced in quadruplicate. 

P+es--~ype-eftd-e-~ood-b+eek-rTbboft-m~~be-~se~w Bills shall 

be nu~bered at the foot of each page (except page one) and 

shall have white covers of a substantial material. In 

sections amending existing statutes, matter to be stricken 

out shall be indicated with a line through the words or part 
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to be deleted• and new matter shall be underlined. Sections 

of the Montana Code Annotated repealed or amended in a bill 

shall be stated in the title except for general 

appropriation bills and bills for the codification and 

general revision of the laws. Introduced bills will be 

reproduced on white paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bill, except general appropriation bills, and 

bills for the codification and genera_l revision of the laws. 

shall contain more than one subject. which shall be clearly 

expressed in the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: •se it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bill Shall be 

Constitution of the 

used to 

State 

propose amend~ents to the 

of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constitution. 

Art. Vlo Sec, 10(1))• 

6-4. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of thP. 

legislative. executive£ and judicial branches of state 

government, interest on public debt and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, 

each embracin9 but one subject (Hontan? Constitution, Art. 

v, Sec. 11(4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 
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legislatu~e shall be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute• unless a different time is 

prescribed therein, takes effect on the first day of July o~ 

the yedr of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different time is prescribed therein• 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 1-2-?01 and 1-2-ZOZt 

HCA)o 

3, Introductjpn 

6-6. (l) &fUL_.Uiouarv 4. 1981. a legislatllL.•ay not 

~st more th5ao fjye blll.L.f.cmu_s..tJe Legisl.a~WAD~;.ll 

na£-8Q¥ a 19Qi5lator introdu~e more than fjy£ __ bills 8 this 

lj•jt doeA_Dqt apply to; 

(al bills requested prjor to Jwuacy 5; 

lbl jpterjm cowmjttee bjlls: 

''' state agency bjlls; 

JJU code cou.ll:i'l . .Qngr b i lls.i. AJ! 

tel resolutigns.; QB 

ff) STANQING COMMITTEE BILL$• 

.(ZJ. Bills .aod_j.giut_resolutjons will be checked by the 

staff of the Legislative Council p~ior to eefts+der~"-~~ 

ea .. +~~ee-oT-the-fe~+sle~~re lntrgductlgo for proper forw~t, 

style, and legal form. ~--~l__~~~d__Qn__~ 

automated bjll ~~n~ipmeots~~~ deliyered jo 

~ryplicate tQ-±b~-~estjog Je~lat2La A staffip shall be 
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affixed to the Q~nal bill cover and +n+~+e~ed ~ed--tg 

Tnd+eet+ng indikate th+s £0~ review. If such stamp is 

not affixed~ e~-~he--t+me the bill +s--de++ve~e~-~e--the 

epprepr+e~e-eamm+~~ee-ehe+rmen?-~he-ehe+r~en-~he++-ee~se-~he 

b+++--~~--he--transm+~~ed-~e-the-~oune+~-for-~ueh-re•+ew ma¥ 

QQt_~ia1La~ed· B+++s-w+++-be-e"tereft-e~--the--eato~e~ed 

B+++-dra~t+ng-equ+pmeft~-end-typed-te-~ee+++te~e-e-~~e-rs~+d 

repr6d~e~?o~w---~~--e--b+~~--+~--ne~--§e--~n~e~ed--~r+o~--~e 

+n~rod~e~+ony-+~-w+~+-ne~-be--eo"~+de~ed--By--eny--eomm+~~ee 

un~+~--+~-he~-been-~ew+ewed-enft-efttered.-~h+s-~ew+ew-w~++-be 

•ede-etter-~he-e+~h~ee~h-dayw-+t-~he-sp&n~cr-+s-no~+~+@ft-ef 

a-p~ob•em-w+~h-a-b++~-eftd-does-not-re~po"~-~o--the--d~reetor 

o~--the-~eg+~~e~+we-Goune++-w+th+n-~wa-~eg+s+et~we-dey§?-~~ 

bftt-w+++-be-rete~red-to-the-eemm+t~e-on-~u+es-•ft-~he-fteHse 

where-the-b++~-wes-+ntrodueee. 

ill A CuLi~~~~_a bill may be introduced by 

endorsing it with the name of a member er-eo•m~~ee and 

presenting it to the chief clerk or secretary in 

qu~druplicate. Bills or joint resolutions may be sponsored 

jointly by Senate and House members. A--.lllin.tl<~--~ll.:i.JU:e.d 

b.l.ll __ sball be j otcoduced ,i.Q _ _tta~ bous' _.i.Q_Id]~_;tb~ 

Ibe_~bi~ eo=spena~ JDINl--SfUH~~ nama__.:;.hall--~RRB~L 

Lmmeaiately to the right of the_fjrst spgnsg~_namea Bills, 

joint resolutions. and simple resolutions shall be numbered 
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consecutively ln each session of the legislature in separate 

sa~ies in the order of their receipt. 

L1l Any bill proposed by a legislative committee or 

introduced by request of an adainistrative or executive 

agency or department shall be so indicated foll~ing the 

na~es of the sponsors, •By Request of the•••••••••• (Name of 

Agency or to.mittee)*• 

121 Bills •ay be prefiled, nu•beredt and preprinted 

prior to a legislative sesslonw---fh+~---w+++---be---~he 

~~pefta+~+++ty--o~--the hX--tbs staff of the Legislative 

Council. Actual signatures may appear on the face of the 

prefiled bill or signatures Bay be obtained on a consent 

form froa the Legislative Council god tba -APD~a£'S name 

~--GO- th@ hjlla Additional sponsors aay be added e~-~fte 

~+ee-of-+ft~Ped~et+on-on-~he-f+~s~-~e~+sta~Tye-dnyT on motion 

of the chief sponsor AI__A~__llHE __ filO& _ _IQ__!_-SIAHD~ 

~Q~lii~--&EeO&~~~. These names will be forwarded 

to the Legislative Council to be included on the face of the 

bill following standing committee approval. 

All prefiled bills will be made available to the 

public. 

.Lll-.J!ll~-....i.ll!.UI.I:I~:t.Uul-..ii joint res o~..ilur.cl.tuul 

iJl_J.Q i nt Bu 1 L.Q=UZlla.l_ma.t.-llll..aiUILll~l!-:t.blL.illlllL_I:Iil.u. 

'-l!IIIJII1tt.u..anlL.e.ar..b..llmp.l.L.aw~lu.t.i.ll.ll_muU-~-~L<>ltllll-b¥...tb.e 

t.ll.lllli--~tt.u __ .QLJ,b.e_ bouse _.iDU!HIW;~_lt&--L-U.;llll!l 
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indicating such approyal $haJJ be_af.flxad tg the _s;gy•r of 

~be-La&Qlutlgn bgfare presB~igg to the chief clerk Qf the 

t!J:lWiL.QL.li~iiU..llL1bii..S.~t.ll.a 

6-7. B+t+s--mey~-&e--~~~¥o~eed--aft~++--5--, ... --an-~he 

e~ghtee~~h-~eg+,+at+ve-eayy-exeept-~ewenae-b+++$y--ee.m+~ee 

D++is--epproved-by-~fte-~a~es-eo.-+t~ee-e#-~fte-he~se-+n-wh+e~ 

~he-ee .. +~~ee-b~~~-er+g+ne~~dy-en~-appreprTe~+en-~+~~. 

A~~--dre~t+ng--reqaests--•ast--be--~bM+ttee---to---the 

~e~+~~e~+we--Eoune++--by-§-~•••-ftt~r-~e~+s~e~+we-deys-&efere 

+ntrodaet+on--dea~~~ne--•a~--~het--ee~e~ery---o~---h+~~---or 

~e~o+~on-es-per-the-fe+~+ng-sehedu+e• 

------------------------------------9raf~+"~----ln~re~ue~+on 

------------------------------------eee~++ne------9ea~~+ne--

6efte~af--h+t-Js 

and-~eso~attefta---------------------~~th-9ey------~&th-9ay-

Re¥enae-~+~~s-----------------------~~~h-Bay------~~st-Bey-

Eolftllfttee-h.f.++s 

end-re~a~~~+ons---------------------36~h-8ey------~8~h-Bey-

APP~~tr+eti-oft'S 

b+++~-ttftd-'!t~ttdy 

re"Safut+ons-----------------------------Nofte--------Nefte----

Ille-~illg_:;.s;b.ei!LLlliJWlit.-bll_f.lll.l.J:llllllLfll.Llil.IIHIIUlil.QQ 

llf-->IJ:ilft.l.Dg __ J:JIQLLllll!i __ ii!H:L....i.ll.ta!!lll.r.t..iQD---!lf_bill.li __ _agg 

resolytjonu_ 

·---------~B~euQ~Y~lllit.--------LotLJ:laY.r.t.lJ:lD-
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- --~D~~-----~~--
________________ _lllllL~-------llllll--f£11&--

~~lu-lla.x--Ll!Sii~l at i ve ou_ 

~1-flll.l.LiJnd Resolutlons l.Q _ l!t 

- -------------.I.W::..Z.-ll:ll.i.U.U.iu 

-----------------------llaU-.Iilf1JI.LllilJ.l.U4 

------------- __j_f_dilil(.IIJ:.l'-.i..L.Iilfilll: 

____ _afli:.LlitiL.J1.1i1U--

&2Uilll.e_aj_llli ______________ u ___ ..z.l __ 

t~22-1lills and gesolutiogs ____ lR,_------~--

co:amjttee.-8..eeJluLBl.ll 62 -----6~-

Aggrggrlatioq Bills __ No_dcadline ~o deadliQe 

Stud¥ B.esolutions ___ -BQ_de,lildlia.e__ No deadllnD 

Joint Resolutions k~BLDlng-----~Badlin~Hg_de,lildll.UB 

__&g~trativ• Rules 

A--spon~or--o~--e-h+•~-drs~~ed-pur~uent-to-e-~f•ety-~eqbe~~ 

bn~-wft+eh-+s-net-de++Yered-hy--the--e~§~teen~h--dey--by--~he 

~·~~~e~+ve-EeHfte++•-Sho~~-heve-an~++-§-~wmw-~we-le~~s+et+•• 

deys--e~~er--de~Twery--to-+ntPo~ee-the-h++~--No-other-~+~~ 

eMee~-re.enue-end-epprepr+st+on--b+~+s--moy--be--+~re~deed 

ef~er-5-p•••-on-the-e+gh~eenth-~eg+~~e~fye-~ey• 

Reven~e--b+++s--MU~~--be--+n~re~~eed--hy--§-p.m.-on-~he 

twen~y-f+r~~-+e~+s~e~+ve-day7-exeep~-~he~-~eyen~e--eemm+~~ee 

~+++s--•ey-he-+n~ro~Hee~-ant++-~he-66th-deyw-E&Mm+t~ee-h+~~~ 

a~p~oved-hy-the-ra~es-eeam+ttee-o~-~he-house--+n--Rftfeh--~he 
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eemm+ttee--b+++-cr+~+na~ed-mey-he-~~rod~eed-hy-the-~~~+eth 

+eg+s+~~+ve-deyw-~here-+s-fte-tf~-++m+t-~or-+nt~ed~etten--ef 

epp~opr+at+on-h+++s• 

defnt---Re~e+~t+ans--effect+ng--r~+e~--ede~~ed--tn--~he 

Kontefte--~d•+n+s~ret+ve---eede---.ay---he---+ntredbeed---ene 

trensm+t~ed-~~-efty-t~me-eu~+nq-e-sess~an• 

Reqaes~s--for--+nter+•--st~d+~--mey--be--mede-by-jc+n~ 

reso+ut+on-en+y-end-may-he-~n~re~~eed-eftd-~rans.Ttted-a~-eny 

~+•e-d~rTn~-a-sessTen• 

6-8. ho bill may be lntraduc~d or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to accomplish the same purpose save upon 

approval by the rules com~ittee of the house in which the 

bill is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

aust consent to the introduction of a committee bill. 6~++ 

dra+t+n~--reques~s--~r--co~~~ee-spons~e~--b+++s--Mu~~be 

reee+¥ed-hy-~he-teg+s~~+•e-&oufteT+-steff-by-§-pw~--a~--the 

th+Pty-e+gh~h-+e9+s~s~+we-dey-end-re~~+re-th~e-~ear~s-wete 

Oy-~he-eo.•+~teew 

t...._fiJ:Ji:I;-Bull~iiD.II ~tft.llt BllURAL 

6-10. No motion affecting a bill is In order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 
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Upon introduction or reception of a billt the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a 1 isting that bill by a summary of its 

title In the house of origin and by a summary of its title 

and by its history in the second house, together with a 

notation of the committee to which it has been assigned• and 

such posting shall constitute the first r~ading of the bill• 

6-11. No bill shall be considered or beco•e a law 

unless referred to a committee and returned theTefrom. 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a bill• it 

shall be referred to a committee by the presiding officer. 

6-13• A bill •ay be reeoa•~~ed rereferred at any tiae 

before its passage. 

.D&.__Aa.e..o.l:l•ents and Subst j tute B i 11 s 

6-1~. No law shall be revised or amended, or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only, 

but so much thereof as is revised, amended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 

6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no 

bill Shall be so altered or amended on its passage through 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

Constitution, Art. v, Sec. 11(1))• 

6-16. A committee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new !flatter be substituted 

so long as the new matter is relevant to the title .;tnd 
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subject of the original billo A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

6-17. The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a coemittee is to pr~pose amendaents to strike out all o' 

the bill fallowing the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bill• recoamending also any necessary changes In the 

title. If a committee report recommending a substitute for a 

bill originating in the other house is adopted. the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-18. A•endments to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house In which the bill 

originated• but must either be accepted or rejected. ~ 

~t2==2bail::bc::%tferred--to--=tbe---coww+ttee--:tbat 

~tsiDA!l¥==~-tbe bitt--fer a-reco .. •nftotfon-tho~ 

~-2-1>1!:-oC~:ll~l:jerte.di If the amendments are 

rejected, a conference committee may be requested by the 

house in which the bill originated. 

6-19. If a majority of a house adopts a recommendation 

for the passage of a bill originating in that house after it 

has been returned from a committee with amendments, not less 

than six hundred copies of the bill shall be printed on 

yellow paper with all amendments incorporated into the 

printed copies. If the bill has been returned from a 

committee without amendments 9 only the first sheet shall be 

?rinted on yellow paper, and the remainder of the text 
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incorporated by reference to the prec~ding printed v~rsioh 

of the entire bill. Bills referred to the bills committee 

of the house of origin for printing must be reported within 

three days unless further time is granted by that house• 

~ Engross ipg illlll.Ew:llllinG 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

Committee of the Whole of the house of origin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills committee, and when reported 

correctly engrossed by the com.ittee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. Co•mittee of the Whole amendments shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bi 11 is unamended by the ColftmJttee of the Wholey· A!Ul 

contains no clerical errors. and-+s-nea~~y-wr+~~eny it may 

be engrossed without retyping. and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper with the remainder of the 

text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the enti-re bill. 

If a bill is amended by the standing committee or 

Committee of the Whole In the second house, the amendments 

will be included in a reference bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The amendments 

will also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 
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I~ the bill passes on third reading 9 copies of the reference 

bill and second house amend•ents ~ill be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21. When a bill has passed both houses it shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills committee of the 

nouse of origin. An original and two duplicate typewritten 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled. free from all 

corrections and errors, with a margin of two inches at the 

top and one inch on each side• with twenty-five unnumbered 

lines to the page. In sections aMending existing statutes 

new matter shall be underlined• and •atter stricken with a 

line through it shall be omitted. The typewriting shall be 

done with a black record ribbon, pica type• on paper eight 

and one-half inches wide and eleven inches long. The 

original and two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The 

history of the bill shall also be enrolled and placed +" 

baek-ef ~ the bill in a white manuscript cover, upon 

which is written the nuaber of the bill and the title. A 

~ll¥-il.LUllL..b.l.lo1JU.~~lL be f i 1 ed wl tb ~111-ll.l!r.il.t.lL& 

When the enrolling has been completed. the bill shall 

be examined by the sathor ifQK1QB and the bills committee 

and reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill orig-inated. 

The pres i d fng officer shal' 1 enft'C!IIa.,ee-'-f..-orn-t:f'te-..-tHttf"t:IMT-'t:he 
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Sft"~neeaeft~-~e-be-en~ere~--+n--~he--je~~~e+y--~fte--~ee+~+e 

bi~+~--~o--Be--s+g"ed-b7-h+m-e~e-~fte++-~e~+~fte~e-e-~~•e-whe" 

'Stteh-&++t--she+=t-be-~+~_nedy-arut-l'te-she++ sign the or i gina 1 

and two copies of each bill delivered to him not later than 

the next legislatfve day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled, unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be ANNQUNCfD__BX _ _IUE--E&ES!Ul~ 

~R--A~ entered upon the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any time after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing• if a member 

signifies his desire to examine the bill, he shall be 

perMitted to do so. The bill shall then be transmitted to 

the other house where the same procedure shall be followed. 

A_bill._t.llat...has passed botb.-lill.uuL-QLt.laJeg.isJ.atJ.l.c..e 

~-t.be-Dinet.~ day may be eorolled;_~~Ll¥--~L&kted 

~-t.bL-PLilUllillll--_af~.a....-lf-llllkUULY.l.-liiliD.ad....~J.be 

ll.Uli.id.iog pffjceu.l._and....WillnLe!IJ.Q...:UJe goveC!lllL-ill!L_l.at.llL 

t.tliW_!i-AiiU after t.l!e D.i.Wit.lllt.ll-.lllllsl at In ~-AlL.iw.wLll 

llat.Lillli_-AUtngLi~-_undllL--ihlli-rule will b~t.a~:ad-20-tbll 

,UIIIUliil...f~"--D.i.Dilt.lilt.b-.~ 

The original and two copies 

officer of each house shall 

signed by the presidinq 

be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills com•itte~ shall take a 

receipt from the governor and shall report to the house the 
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day and hour of such presentation, which shalt be entered in 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the secretary 

of state. Signed copies with chapter numbers assigned 

pursuant to Section .5-11-20-lt, shal·l be filed with the clerk 

of the supre•e court and the legislative Council. 

Ea--S.~d-B!lAdiag_-- Cowm~e of tbe Wbole 

6-Zz. All bills, except consent calendar bills, which 

have been reported by a committee, accepted by the house 

concerned and printed, shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by Co••ittee of the Whole. The 

se~ee"~s-e~-~-~--of-~he-,es~eet+•e-ho~sPs ~etacy of~he 

S.Dat.a_QL_~~KLk-of_~-Ugu:;ll shall record the time 

each bill is received and the time the bill is placed on 

members• desks. until the fiftieth legislative dayt one day 

must elapse between the time a committee approved bill is 

placed on the members• desks and consideration by Com~ittee 

of the Whole. Bills shall be arranged on the calendar in 

numerical order unless they are companion bills or are 

otherwise ordered by the house or Committee of the Whole of 

the nouse concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered in Committee of the Whole 

shall be read by 

section by section. 

a summary of its title and considered 

All Committee of the Whole amendments shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the amendment 
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is voted on. The amendment form will include the date and 

time of the amendment. Ea~ propo3~d:=es~~ R~J~'IEP 

eaa.ensfll iiiiJIDdiillllt.--.Sali-~-..UIIIIU..L!.i.wL..awL--U~U-i.IL.ttla 

Qffi.k&_Qf_~~bi.&~£4-gf_tbe House or ie,cetacy _gf__tbe 

Senate• Upgn adJoucnment• tbe_te%t_Qf-~b ~mendmeots~ll 

~...del.i.lu;Ud ta tbe state..aLkbi.Jte!i.a 

6-24• Prior to adoption of a Committee of the Whole 

report, a member may move to segregate a bill. If the motion 

prevails• the bill remains on second reading. 

6-25. When a Committee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejected the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a Committee 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpose. So 

far as may be applicable9 the rules governing each house 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

Committee of the Whole 9 except as follows: 

(1) The only motions in order are to: 

(a) a-.end; 

(b) recomMend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recommend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(dl indefinite! y postpone; 

(e) pass consideration; 

(fJ rise; 

(gJ rise and repor-t;; or 

(h) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 
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again. 

(Z) The committee may not appoint subcommittees. 

(3) The committee may not punish its members for 

misconduct, but may report disorder to the house concerned. 

(4) ~nless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

going into Committee of the Whole 9 a member may speak as 

often as he is recognized and for as long each time as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-27• After a Com•lttee of the Whole has been formed, 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chairman to preside. 

Upon resu•ing the chafrt the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairman of the committee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

ia_-Ihicd ReadlQg_:- COD$~t Ca]endar ::_iaxacngr•s Veto 

6-ZB· No bill shall beco•e a law except by vote of a 

~ajority of all the members present and-~Qg in each 

house, nor unless on its final passage the vote be taken by 

ayes and noes, and the names of those voting be entered on 

the journal (Montana Constitution 9 Art. v, Sec. 11(1) and 

(211· 

Any vote in one house on a bill proposing an amendment 

to the Montana State Constitution where the mathematical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote of the legislature will cause the bill to progress as 

though it had received the majority vote. 
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6-29. Except for consent calendar bills7 every bill 

shall be read three ti~es prior to passage, either by tJtle 

or by su•mary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in Committee of the Whole; and the 

thirdt which shall be by complete title. prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive more than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No amendment 

may be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

oills proposing a•endments to the Montana Constitution, 

bills ratifying proposed amendments to the United Stat~s 

Constitution, resolutlonsy and referendum mea5ures of the 

legislature• shall be submitted to the ~overnor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after Its delivery to him if the legislature Is in 

session or within twenty-five days if the legislature is 

adjourned• it shall becoee a law. The governor shall return 

a vetoed bill to the legislature with a statement of his 

reasons therefor. 

(2) The governor may return any b i 11 t:o t:he 

legislature with his recommendation far amendment. tf the 

legisldture passes t:he bi 11 in accordance with the 

governor's recommendation. It shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 
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return a bill for amend•ent a second time. 

(3) If after receipt of a veto messa9e, two-thirds of 

the members present approve the bill, it shall become law. 

i£=~~=Art~tno~taa-b~QJe--d§~~=aci:=-±tb%D:~ 

tegtsta~tre--doyt--AD:=a~~~~c~wbtle-ta:~~~~ 

II:Ul::b:d&llda 

(~J If the legislature is not in session when th~ 

governor vetoes a bill• he shall return the bill with his 

reasons therefor to the legislature ~s provided by law. The 

legislature may reconvene to reconsider any bill so vetoed. 

(5) The governor may veto items in appropriation 

bills. and in such instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art• 

VI, Sec. 10)• 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message. After the reading a memb~r 

may move that the governor•s veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the motion shall be deterMined by roll call. If 

two-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the members present do not vote 

•aye" the veto Is sustained. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amendment offered in Committee of the Whole. The bill is 
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then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall transmit to the second 

house, for consideration under its rules relating to 

amendments in CoMmittee of the Whole, the bill and the 

originating house's approval or dtsapprova1 of th@ 

governor's reco-Mendations. 

(b) If both houses approve the governor·• s 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

tor his reconsideration. 

(c) If both houses disapprove the governor's 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

tor his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the governor's 

recommendations and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference committee which may be a free 

conference committee. 

IiI If both houses adopt a conference committee 

report, the bill in accordance with the report shall be 

returned to the gove~nor for his reconsideration. 

Cii) If a conference committee fails to reach agreement 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

governor•s recoamendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration. 

tio.._-la:a!Willtal of JU.ll:i 
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6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is transmitted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senate, the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives, the chief clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

bills, except for appropriation bills. 6-34. NO 

revenue bills and amendments considered by joint committee 

need to be acted upon (Save for reference to a committee by 

the presiding officer) if transaltted from one house to the 

othe• after the fo•ty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending in the house to which it is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the ~Ebers present and voting shall determine 

that the bill shall be acted upon• 

appropriation bills and revenue 

deferred for consideration if 

seventieth legislative day thereof. 

Amendments, except to 

bills, shall likewise be 

transmitted after the 

A revenue bill is one which would either increase or 

decrease tax collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

from the original house on or before the seventieth day 

unless two-thirds of the .embers present and voting in the 

receiving house shall determine that the bill may be 
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transaittad after the seventieth day. 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall 

f•aed+ete~y ~ sogo as pgssjble transmit it to the other 

house wi~h notice of Its action. 

6-36. All bills reported out of a coe.ittee of the 

legislature having an effect on the revenues, expenditures, 

or fiscal liability of the state, except appropriation 

measures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall Include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

bill prepared for introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes shall be requested 

bv the presiding officer of either house, who shall 

determine the need ~or the note at the ti.e of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget directort in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the sa~e 

within six days. unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee making the request based upon 

a written statement from the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be submitted by the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested it 9 
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who shall refer it to the co .. lttee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the members• 

desks. 

Fiscal notes .shal1 9 where posslble 9 show In dollar 

amounts the estiaated increase or decrease in revenues or 

expenditures. costs which aay be absorbed without additional 

fundst and long-range financial implications. No comment or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical or .echanical defects •ay be noted. 

A fiscal note also •ay be requested on a'bill and on an 

amend•ent by: 

(1) a coemittee considering the bfllt or 

121 a •ajority of the ae•bers of the house in which 

the bill is to be considered, at the time of second reading• 

or 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

any member of the legislature all background information 

used in developing a fiscal note (Title 5• chapter ~. part 

2t MCAj. 

CHAPTER 7 

Committees 

1-1. The committee on legislative administration of 

each house shall consider all matters concerned with 

seatingt mileage and per---~+em i:lt!Ulll.S.e..s.' legislative 
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employees, the control of the legislative property, and the 

budgeting for and expenditure of appropriations for the 

operation of the legislature• in cooperation with the 

Legislative Council staff. 

7-2. A standing committee shall submit a written report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 

seven days after reference. unless at the request of the 

committee and for ~ood cause shown• further time Is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the members of a committee cannot agree on a 

report, the majority and minority of the committee present 

at a coaunittee meeting ma.y sub11it separate reports. Only one 

minority report may be submitted. Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal~ unless otherwise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-4. All committees and subcommittees shall keep 

minutes of their meetings and, at the close of the session~ 

shall make f+we aD--QLlginal__and_~ co•plete copies and 

shall turn the original of the minutes over to the chief 

clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate for delivery 

to the historical society. The ~ejer+~y-aftd-mT"er+~y--~eeder 

o~--eaeh--fteuse--end-~h~ legislative Council and-the-LAM 

libLaC¥ shall each be given one copy of the minutes. 

7-5. The committee on bills and journal• the rules 

coamittee, and conference committees may report at any time, 
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except during a call of the house or when a vote is befng 

t3ken. Reports frot. the bills and journal com-mittee shall 

stand approved without formal action• 

7-6. All bills providing for an appropriation of 

public money May first be considered by a joint committee 

composed of the members of the Senate Committee on Fin~nce 

and Claims and the House Committee on Appropriations. and 

then by each 

shall be held 

separately. 

upon call 

Meetings of the joint committee 

of the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations who shall be chairman of the 

joint committee. 

1-1. The chairMan of each co .. ittee has general control 

and direction of the hall and comMittee room of the 

committee over which he presides• subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided in 

Joint Rule 7-6, the chairman of the Senate committee shall 

De chairman of all joint committees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 

a committee for the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House of Representatives cannot 

agree, the other house shall appoint a committee consisting 

of the sa•e number of members. The tiMe and pla~e of all 

conference committee meetings shall be agreed upon by their 

chairman and be announced from the rostrum. This 

announcement is in order at any time• Failure to make this 
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announcement shall not affect the validity of the 

legislation. The conference committees, having conferred• 

shall report to their respective houses the result o~ their 

conference. A conference coMmittee shall confine itself to 

the disputed amendment. 

If either house requests a free conference co•mlttee 

and the other house concurs, appointments will be made the 

same as above. A free conference committee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and Is not confined to a particular 

a•en~ent. 

7-9. In joint COIIUIIittees other 

committees, members vote individually and 

than conference 

not by houses. 

Because conference committees are joint •eetings of separate 

committees, ln conference committees the coMmittees from 

each house vote separately. and a majority of each committee 

must agree before any action may be taken. 

1-10. Conf&rence committee reports must give clerical 

instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 

bill version. 

When a conference committee report is filed with the 

secretary or clerk the same shall be read under Order of 

Business No. 3• select committees. and placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the Committee of the Whole, It may be 

considered on third reading the same legislative day. On 
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the final legislative day a conference committee report 

shall be placed on the calendar for iamediate conside~ation 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the same leg_islative day. 

1-11. Accredited press representatives may not be 

excluded from any public legislative meeting or hearing and 

may not be prohibited from taking photographs, televisingt 

or recording the com•ittee or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all matters of 

decoru• and order. 

7-12. A committee block scheduling system will be 

imple•ented in the Senate and House of Representatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between houses and will be 

adjusted according to the legislature•s work load. 

a-1. Each 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

house shall keep a journal of its 

proceedings. and may. in its discretion• from time to ti•e• 

publish the same, and the ayes and noes on any question 

shallr at the request of any two members, be entered on the 

journal. 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently consideredi the title of each bill shall be 
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printed in the index of the permanent journals. 

(2) every motion and the name of the member making it; 

(3) proposed constitutional amendments which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the members (Montana 

Constitution, Art. XIYt Sec. S)i 

(4) committee report5; 

(5) roll call votes; 

(6) messages from the governor and the other house; 

{7) an entry of the oath taken by the members (Sec. 

S-2-l Ho I'ICA)• 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the Legislative Council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be programmed on au~omated equlpmentt 

examine its journal 9 distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators, correct any errors• and report each legislative 

day immediately after roll call. 

6-4. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

the signature of the president• and the journal of the House 

of Representatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

distribution of the completed journals shall be made by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 through 5-ll-203t -4CA). 

8-5. (1) A joint rule may be rep@aled or a•ended only 

with the concurrence of both houses, under the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or amendMent of Its own 

rules. 
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(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills may be tgmporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it. 

(3) Any rules committee report recom.ending a change 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any change in the rules 

of either house shall be transmitted to the other house for 

informational purposes. 

8-6. Hason•s Manual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Repre5entatives 

in a11 cases not covered by these rule5• 

8-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senate~ the rules of the 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the Legislative 

Council with one copy of all motions or resolutions amending 

Senate 9 House or joint rules 9 and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules co•mittees. After the rules have 

been published, the Legislative Council shall distribute 

copies as directed by the Senate and House of 

Representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 
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5-11-Zll through 5-11-214• the following fee schedule is 

established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, ~~~e lli,Q; an additional S150 is required for 

mailing. 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 

session, $25. 

Single copies of bills, resolutions, a•endmentst status 

sh~etsr or other documents may be purchased according to the 

length of the document as follows: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .25 

6-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .50 

16-~0 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.OO 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••st.so 

101-ZOO pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S2.00 

Over zoo pageS•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$4.00 

Copies of enacted bills••••••••••••••••••••••••Cost of 

reproduction. 

ll..lll.Dlmum of ll.&i!ll-.ill4lLII£_s:.bg.tglUI __ foL-AIIL.~~IIWlll. 

C£.Qlli.t£J:L.to~..llil.i1Jul.a 

CHAPTER 9 

voting ProcQdure 

9-1. Except ~s provided in Joint Rule 9-2, ev~ry member 

pres~nt when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of wnich he is a member excuses him• 
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9-2. A member who has a personal or private interest In 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a member. 

9-3. A.andments to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If adopted by an affirMative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the members of the 

legislature, the amend~ent shall be dee~ed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV 9 Sec. 8). 

9-~. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the members is under consideration, a majority 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

•easure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two ~embers. if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the meMbers shall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting system 

is used. A ~ember may not vote or change his vote after the 

decision is announced from the ch~ir. ·A member may not 

explain his vote until after the decision is announced f~om 

tMe chair. 

9-7. (1) On third reading the question shall be stated 

as follows: "Senate (or House) bill number ••••• having been 

read three several times, the question is, shall thP. bill 

pass (or be concurred in)•" 
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(Z) lf an electrical Yoting system is used£ ~he 

pre~~d+~1-o~~+eer-sha~~-r+~g-~he-be~t tb~-~£11-~bA1l-b~-LUDg 

after s~~t+ng th@ quPstion ~-~~eQ and then Lb~_gL:~Qg 

Qf~eL-~ state •Those in favor vote ree X&~ and those 

opposed vote no.• After a reasonabl~ pause the presidinq 

officer asks •Has every mPmber voted?• (reasonable pause) 

•Does any member wish to change his 

(reasonable pause) •ThE clerk (secretary) 

the vote.• 

or 

wi 11 

her 

now 

vote?• 

record 

9-B. Two members •ay pair on a measure t~at will be 

deter~inad by a •ajority vote. On a measure requiring a 

two-thirds vote for adoptron three me•bers eay pair, with 

two ~embers for the measure and one member against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one of·the p3ired members is eh~e~ 

a~ed when the vote is taken. 

9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the ~embers agreeing to be bound, and must 

specify the duration of the pair. When an agree•ent to pair 

is filed with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives. it shall bind the members 

signing until the expiration of ti~e for whicn it was 

signed, unless the paired •e~ers sooner appear and ask that 

the agreement be cancelled. 

9-10. Every vote of each mernber of the legislature o~ 

each substantive question in the legislature, in any 
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cow.mittee. or in Co~mittaa of the Whole shall be recorded 

and made public. On final passage of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

names entered on the journal. 8Aii:cAll=t~tta=DG:AAR=tiDG:aD 

aDtera~==:co .. +ttee=:eeo~~=aeeono--reodiags=:oad::ao:=all 

aacndmcnt:t.-G£t~+n &e.mittcc~£=tbc=abolc=3bDll==lt&:at:: 

ltr:==t11kcn==lllE=~:t.::=DS!=IUI«a=~nA=:tbCll.IIIUll:C~«d::ioa::j:J:tr: 

;iaa.ea.c~b tU!l.Lt.A.LL...:tl!Il<L.wA.LL.Il.LllU!IiJI.X_AJ:fLAflllLIII!fS-MIO 

LUf NAMES f~lE&fD-Uti_IHf JOURNAL ON &DO~Y-_Ab _ _AQ;tf&~ 

CJUIJ:!UTEE REPOBI AND ON IJ:li!Sf._l1l!Illl!iLl!AilLl!L!:Oil!!llli.Lllf 

l.llf:_Jit:UlJ.LREFERB ED TO 11!1 JOINT BUl.Lb::.lll.li.I.U-IW!O!Hiti-4Jl.).. 

A roll ·call vote shall be taken on nonsubstantive ouestions 

on the request of two members, who may likewise on any vote, 

request that the ayes and noes be spread upon the journal. 

Roll call votes and other votes which are to be made pub1 ic 

but are not specifically required to be spread upon the 

journal shall be entered in the minutes of the appropriate 

committee or of the appropriate house and a copy of such 

~inutes shall be filed with the Montana state historical 

society (Montana Constitution. Art. v, Sec. 11(2))• 

CHAPTER 10 

consent Calendar 

10-1. Noncontroversial bills and simplP and join~ 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calenddr ~ay be 

processed by a standing co~tmittee according to t:he follo.wtnq 
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provisions: 

(l) To be el igihle for the consent calendar, the 

legislation must receive unanimous vote by the members of 

the $tanding committee in attendance (do pass, do pass as 

dmended)• In addition a motion must be made and passed 

unanimously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the committee report. No 

appropriation or revenue bills may be reco••ended for the 

consent calendar. 

(2) The legislation is then sent to printing to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically marked 

as a •consent calendarw item. 

(3) Legislation shall be immediately posted (as soon 

as it is received fro• printing) on the consent calendar and 

must re11ain there for one legislative day before 

co~sid~ration under Order of Business No. 11, Special Orders 

of the Day. At that timer the presiding officer ~ill 

announce consi~eration of the consent calendar and allow 

"reasonable ti~e• for questions and answers upon request. ~o 

debate ~ill be allowed. 

(~) Any three members may submit written objections 

and tne le9islation must then be removed from the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board. 

(5) Consent calendar legislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 
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(6) Legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually with the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar ~ill 

then oe transmitted to the second house. 

CHAPTER 11 

Statement of legislative Intent 

11-1. Definition. For the purpose of compliance with 

the Legislative History Act (Title 5, chapter ~. part 4t 

HCA)t a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill 

will express the common understanding of those components of 

the legislature voting on the bill• This statement differs 

from a purpose clause which is used in general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill while a statement of 

intent Is used to guide the details of interpretation by 

those charged with implementation of the bill and is phrased 

in terms of contingencies, examples~ or other matter 

in~ppropriate for expression as statutory language. 

11-2. limitation. A statement of intent may not 

accompany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a committee (standing committee, committee of the 

whole or conference committee) agrees by a t~o-thirds vote 

to attach the statement. 

11-3. Statement of intent to accompany bill -- when -

how. A statement shall accompany a bill as folloNs: 
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(1) State.ents o~ intent are r~ired for bills 

delegating ruJe.aking or 1 icensi ns- ..-thority. The state.ent 

5ha11 be ent:.ered on A&..TE8 9 pri-nted on ;Japer of ttte salle 

color and in L"\e s.-e .aiV\er as tile Di 11• aAd shall be 

.rtt:acheo t:o the bill. The st<Jt:-nt Shall be printed OR 

paper of t:.he sa.e color as the bi 11 and at.tactH!-d t:o the bi 11 

on all subsequen~ printings oF the bill• 

(Z) The standing c~i'ttEte o'f the nouse in which the 

Dill originates is responsible for aut.horiJ19 a state-at. of 

in~ent for a bill requiring one. 

11~· Modification. Any c:a..it:t.ee subsequently 

.,_$i<ler-iRg 1:he bi Jl UJ a.end a p.-evious st:at;e-. Tile 

stat.~ of in.,ent Ni 1 J be ref'lect:ed ia t.he hi st:or., of ~ 

bill. 

11-5.. Conference c~i"tt:ee on intent. only. When t:he 

second house concurs tn oil bill wit:.bou't aaencleents but. 

supersedes a preYious state~nt o~ intent. t~ bill .ay not 

be enrolled until bot.h houses have agreed on -3. stat:.-nt of' 

intent. If the stat~~ is a~tached ~a a bill tha~ does not 

statutorily require one9 the conference co .. ittee can delete 

the stat~nt in its entirety. 

A new stat.eaent of intent. written by t:he second hous@" 

vi 11 be processed in t.he sa..e- .anner as a So!!:cond house 

--· A regular conference c~ittee -.ay be- appol nted solely 
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"to resolve dir:,erences of" intetrt if 

s.~at.-ent. of htt:ent: is not. so accept:ed. 

the secQfld house•s 

SENATE RiJLES 

CHAPTER 1 

Presidinq O~ficer -- DaCorUM• 

Order -d !Jabate 

SI·-1. The s-.at.e shall choose a president ~ro• its 

..-Etership who s.hall be the presiding of'fice-r. In case of" 

tl\e abs.em.: e or dl squ.al; f i cation of the pres i de'ftt., the 

~esiden~ pro te~re o~ the sen~te shall per~or• ~he duties 

0# the pre-sident unt.ll tHe vacancy is f"illed or Ute 

disaltility re.ovect • 

St-z. The senate sbilllw at the beginnin:::J of each 

regular sessionw aDd at such other t:i.es as IM'1 be 

necessarJ, elect one of its ~rs president oro te8p0re. 

The senate shall choose its o~her oEficers, and shall bc-tbe 

judge of the elec~ions 9 re~urns, and qualifica~ions o~ i~s 

aeabers. 

Sl-3. The president and president p~o ~e~ore. wh~ 

3Cting as presiding officer o~ tne senate• shall vo~e as any 

other ae.ber o' the senate. 

s1-.. The presideh~ aar naae a senator to perforM th@ 

dut:ies of the chair 9 wften t:he president pro t.e~ore is not. 

present in the senate Cha.ber• The senator who is sG naaed 

is vest.ed durltlg such tiile .-lt.h all the powers of the 
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president; but he does not lose the right to vote on any 

question while presiding. 

Sl-5. ~o senator shall speak more than twice on any 

one motion or question without unanimous consent of the 

senate9 unless he has introduced or proposed the motion or 

question under debate, In which case he may speak twice and 

also close the debate. However, a senator who has spoken 

shall not speak again on the same motion or question to the 

exclusion of a senator who has not spoken. 

Sl-6. On order of business No. 8 In addition to 

other •ethods a recorded vote may be made in the following 

manner: tha chair •ay call for a voice vote to accept or 

reject a question. If the vote is other than unaniROUSy the 

chair may ask that the lesser number on the question 

indicate their vote by standing. The secretary will then 

record the vote of those standing. The chair may then rule 

that unless eKcused those not standing and present have 

voted on the prevailing side of the question and that their 

vote be recorded as such. If there was a unanimous voic~ 

vote, all those present will be recorded as having voted for 

the question. 

Sl-7. only the following persons may be admitted to 

the floor of 

l~~islative 

the senate 

officers and 

during sessions: 

employees whose 

necessary for the conduct of the business of 
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accredited •embers of the press, radio and television, 

former legislators. The rules committee shall be allowad to 

make exceptions for visiting dignitaries. 

CHAPTER It 

Order of Business 

S4-la On order of business No. 2 (reports of standing 

committees)• no debate shall be had on any report unless a 

minority report or a report without reco~mendatlon has been 

submitted. Any member seeking a reconsideration of the 

senate•s action on the adoption of a committee report shall 

do so on order of business No. & by motion to reconsider. 

Any member May make •uch •otion and need not have voted on 

the prevailiny side. This rule shall apply notwithstanding 

any joint rule to the contrary. 

A bill reported from committee without recommendation 

shall be ordered printed and placed on second reading. 

55-1. 

debatable. 

on a bi 11 

CHAPTER 5 

Hot ions 

All proper motions on second reading are 

If a motion to reconsider third readlnq action 

or resolution is carried. there shall be no 

further action on that bill or resolution until 

succeeding legislative day. 

the 

CHAPTER 7 

Committees 
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S7-l. The senate shall elect a committee on committees 

consisting of 5 members~ except when the senate is evenly 

divided between parties. when the committee on committees 

shall consist of 6 members, 3 from each party. -The coMmittee 

on co11t11ittees• w-ith the approval of the senate• shal-l 

appoint standing and select committ~ of the senate, and 

senate membership on joint comJWi ttees except confer:en~ 

committees and special committees. The president shall 

appoint all conference committees and special comMitt•es 

with the advice of the majority and minority floor leaders• 

The senate may change the membership of any committee on one 

day•s notice. 

The standing coamittees of the senate are as follows: 

1· Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 

2· Bills and Journal 

3. Business and Industry 

4• Education 

s. Finance and Clai•s 

6. Highways and Transportation 

7• Judiciary 

8• Labor and Employment Relations 

9. legislative Adalnistration 

10. local Government 

11· Natural Resources 

12. Fish and Game 
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13. Public Health• Welfare and Safety 

14. Rules 

15. State Administration 

16. Taxation 

S7-2• The majority floor leader shall be an ex officio 

member of all committees in order to establish a quorum. 

57-3. When a conference committee report Is filed with 

the secretary, the same shall be read under order of 

business No• 3, Select Ca.mittees, and placed on the 

c.al endar the succeeding 1-egi sl ati ·Ye day for consIderation on 

second reading. If reco~mended favorably by the committee 

of the whole, it may be considered on third reading the same 

legislative day. 

S7-4. Pairs in committee are prohibited. 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

sa-1. (1) A motion to amend or adopt a rule of the 

senate shall be referred to the comMittee on rules without 

debate. A rule of the senate may only be amended or adopted 

with the concurrence of a majority of the senate and after 

one day•s notice. 

(2) A rule •ay be suspended 

two-thirds vote. 

temporar i 1 y by " 

SB-2. Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure 9overns 

the proceedings of the senate in all cases not cover-ed by 
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these rules. 

CHAPTER 10 

Nominations from the Governor 

Sl0-1. The governor shall nominate~ and by and with 

the consent of the senate, appoint all officers whose 

offices are established by the constitution or which may be 

created by law, and whose appointment or election is not 

otherwise provided for. If during a recess of the senate a 

vacancy occurs in any such office. the governor shall 

appoint some fit person to discharge the duties thereof 

until the next •eeting of the senate, when he shall nominate 

some person to fill such office. 

Sl0-2. Nhen no•inations are sent by the governor to 

the sen-ate for confirmation, they shall not be acted on 

before the next succeeding legislative day, except 

nominations sent by the governor on the last legislative day 

of the session, which shall be acted upon that day. 

HOUSE RULES 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer -- Decorum, 

Order and Deba~e 

Hl-1. The house of representatives shall elec~ one of 

its members speaker. The house shall choose its other 

officers, and shall be the judge of the elections, returns, 

and qualifications of its members. 
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Ml-i• The house shall elect one of its members speaker 

JW• , .... ,e who shall perfor• all of the duties of the 

..... ., In the absence of that officert and on such other 

......... as the spe,aker may request. 

Ml-3• No •ember shall speak for longer than thirty 

•lnutes in debate on any one motion or question. 

Hl-4• No member shall speak more than once on the same 

question without the unani•ous consent of the house, unless 

he has proposed or introduced the matter under debate• in 

which case he may speak in reply after all members choosing 

to speak have spoken. 

Hl-6• If the motions •do pass• and •do not 

•indefinitely postpone• both fail on Second 

pass• or 

Reading. a 

motion to reconsider is in order in Committee of the Whole. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings, Quorums, and Attendance 

HZ-2• Lobbying on the floor of the House of 

Representatives is prohibited during the session and ~ithin 

two hours prior to the commencement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment. 

CHAPTER 1 

Committees 

H7-1. The standing committees of the house are as 

follot~~s: 

1. Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation 
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2. Appropriations 

3• Business and Industry 

4• E-ducation and Cultural Resources 

5• Fish and Game 

6· Highways and Transportation 

1• Judiciary 

s. Labor and E11p 1 oyment Relations 

SJR 0001/02 

9. Legislative Administration/Sills and ~ournal 

10· local Government 

11. Natural Resources 

12. Human Services 

13• Rules 

14• State AU.inlstratlon 

15. Taxation 

The first named member of a co.mittee is the chalr•an. 

and in hIs absence t·he next named metaber t and so on• 

H7-2. The committee on rules shall consist of the 

speaker, the •ajority leader, and other members of the 

majority party appointed by the speaker, the Minority 

leader, and other members of the minority party designated 

by the minority leader and appointed by the speaker. The 

speaker shall appoint other standing committees, select 

committees. and house membership on Joint t:O'II'lllittees and 

conference committees. 

H7-3o All bills having •oo Pass• committee 
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recomMendations shall be dee~ed adopted and shall be placed 

on s~cond reading unless they are referred to a committee by 

•otion duly made on order of business No. &. 

If the committee report is that the bill •oo Not Pass•, 

the bill shall be posted by the chief clerk of the house and 

the members of the house have Z4 hours in which to indicate 

in writin9 to the chief clerk that they wish to have the 

bi11 debated. If 10 members so indicate, the bill will be 

placed on second reading for debate. If no such indication 

is •ade• the committee report will be voted on order of 

business No. 2 without debate. 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules 

HS-1• (1) A •otion to a•end or adopt a rule of the 

house shall be referred to the committee on rules~ which 

shall report no later than the next legislative day. 

recommended by the co.mittee on rules, no house rule 

be amended or adopted except by a two-thirds vote. 

Unless 

shall 

(ZJ A house rule may be suspended temporarily for a 

specified purpose by unanimous consent. 

H8-2• Kason•s Manual of Legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the house of representatives In all cases 

not covered by these rules. 

-End-
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THIRD READING BILL 

WAS NOT PRINTED. 



January 14, 1981 

HOUSE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 19, line 22. 
Following: line 21 
Insert: "(G) APPROPRIATION BILLS" 

1. Page 19 
Following: line 22· 
Insert: ''(H) Taxation Bills." 

1. Page 19, line 13. 
Following: "Council" 
strike: "nor may a legislator introduce more than five bills" 

January 14, 1981 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Rules 

That Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 be amended as follows: 

1. Page 19, line 10. 
Strike: "After January 4, 1981, a" 
Insert: "A" 

2. Page 19, line 14. 
Strike: "January 5" 
Insert: "the convening date of each session" 

3. Page 
Strike: 
Insert: 

19, line 20. 
"Bills and joint resolutions will be checked by" 
"All bills and resolutions will be submitted to" 

4. Page 19, line 22. 
After: "for" 
Insert: "drafting or for compliance with" 

5. House Rules Committed Report dated January 13, 1981. 
Strike: Amendment No. 1 in its entirety. 



0 

HOUSE STANDING COMM~TTEE REPORT 
RULES 

Respectfully report as follows: That ............. ~ft .. !1.Q;m.~ ... RJl!$.0J,J.r.f.l.QJ.L .. : ...... : .................. :WJA No ..... l ........... . 

BE AMENDED 1'0 READ: 

1. Page 19, 
line 18. 
Strike: •oR" 
line 19. 
Strike: "·" 
Insert: ",•oR" 
After line 19. 
Insert new subsection: (g) Appropriation bills 

/ 2. Page 3, line 11. 
Strike: All new material on lines 11 t.b.ru 14. 

DO PASS AS A.."m:NDED 

................ F~r. ................................................ . 
STATE PUB. CO. 

Helena, Mont. 
Chairman. 

HARRISON G. FAGG 
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SENATE JOIN7 RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES Of THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEDINGS. 

NOWt THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Th~t the following joint rules are adopted: 

JOINT RULES 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - Decorua, 

Order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

the hour to which that house adjourned at the last sitting. 

After call to order, prayer by the chaplain and roll call, a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quorum. and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order of business. 

1-2. The presiding officer, or any member acting as 

presidin9 officer, of each house shall preserve order and 
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decorum. and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 

•ay order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding officer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall, cha•ber. roo•s• passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assign.ent in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

1-~. The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions of order, subject to an appeal by any MeaDer 

seconded by two other .embers• No ~mber may speak ~ore than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a majority of the 

house of which he Is a •e•ber. 

1-5. When a ~~mber desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer and, being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants peraission to speak from some other place on the 

floor. When two or •ore .ambers rise at the saMe ti•e the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer determines whether he 

is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

words spoken in debate• the language excepted to shall be 

taken doNn in ~riting by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: first 9 those affecting 
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the collective rights• safety, dignity, and integrity of the 

P.roceedings of either house; and second• those affecting the 

rights, reputation and conduct of individual members of 

either house In their capacity as members. A ques~ion of 

privilege affecting either house collectively takes 

precedence over a question of privilege affecting an 

individual member. 

1-8. The presiding officer of each house shall sign all 

subpoenas approved or issued by the house over which he 

presides. fhe-pre$fd+ng-o~~+eeT-she+~-eer~+fy-~he-p~yre++-es 

~repared---by---teg+a~e~+ve--Eo~ne+~--$te••w fHf:~lB!M& 

~fi~i&&:~ ~!1£!=-aMe--St&N ~EfYE--t--f~::Bf::f~ 

et~att::65=fftffAB£&=1l:tf6f$kt~~NElt-5f6EEs:itii~~ 

fHf:fA¥RBtt:fSB=ftiE:tEAtat6~E:iBUNift-=5fAEEs:~~6::1~ 

tt§Ui:Ufl!f=5fll:ih.a 

1-9. (1) A COIAitUnication or paper 'shall be addressed to 

the presiding officer and shall bear the na•e of the person 

sub•itting it. When the reading of a paper is callad for and 

a member objects, it shall be determined by a vote of the 

house wtthout debate. This subsection does not apply to 

bills or to co••unications fro• the governor or the other 

house. 

(Z) A paper for or against proposed legislation May not 

be placed on the desks of the members or circulated within 

the chamber unless the person responsible has signed it and 

-3- S.JR 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ll 

13 

l't 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

zo 

21 

zz 
23 

2't 

25 

S.JR 0001/04 

has received permission from the presidlng officer to 

distribute Jt in the house concerned. 

1-10. When the pr~siding officer is a meaber of the 

house over which he Is presiding he shall vote as any other 

member and •av not vote a second time. 

CHAPTER 2 

Meetings. Quoru•s£ and Attendance 

2-1· The hour of .aeting of the Senate and House of 

Representatives •ay be as ordered by the Senate or House. 

2-2• Lobbying on the floor of the Senate or ~ouse of 

Representatives iS prohibited during the session and ~ithin 

one hour prior to the co .. encement of a session and within 

one-half hour after recess or adjournment. 

2-3. The sessions of the legislature and of the 

ComMittee of the Whole, all committee Meetings, and all 

hearings shall be open to the public (Montana Constitution, 

Art. v, Sec. 10(3))• 

Z-4. Neither house shall, without the consent of the 

other, adjourn or recess for more than three days, nor to 

any other place than that in which the two houses shall be 

sitting (Montana Constitution. Art. y, Sec. 10(5))• 

2-5. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 

to do business, but a s•aller nu•ber may adjourn from day to 

dayY and co•pel the attendance of absent •eMbers, in such 

~anner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe 
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(Montana Constitutiont Art. Vy Sec. lO(Z))• 

2-6. unless he Is excused, a member of ~he House or 

Senate shall be present at every sitting of the house of 

which he is a me~er• 

2-1. In the absence of a quorum, a majority of members 

present in either house may compel the attendance of absent 

members by ordering a call of the house of which th~y are 

members. 

z-e. If a quorum is present, five members of the Senate 

may order a call of the Senate, and fifteen members of the 

House of Representatives may order a call of the House. 

2-9. On a call of either house, a member who refuses to 

attend may be arrested by the sergeant-at-arms or any other 

person, as the aajority of such .e•bers present shall 

direct. When the attendance of an absent member is secured 

after a call of either house 9 if the house of which he is a 

member refuses to excuse his absence, he shall not be paid 

any per--d+e• 

liable for the 

attendance. 

~DAA--Qayaents during his absence and is 

expenses Incurred in procuring his 

2-10. During a call of either house~ all business of 

that house shall be suspended. After a call has been ordered 

no motion is in order e~cept a motion to adjourn or remove 

the calla The call may be removed by a two-thirds vote. 

2-11. If either house is in session upon a given day, 
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whether or not the other house is in session, that day shall 

constitute a legislative day. 

CHAPTER 3 

Legislative Employees 

3-1. The legislature shall prescribe the co•pensation 

of the ef~~ers--end employees of each house by joint 

resolution. Each house shall prescribe the duties of its 

officers and e~loyees£ and no pay•ent shall be •ade from 

the state treasury, or be in any way authorized to any such 

person• except to an acting officer or employee elected or 

appointed in pursuance of law. 

3-2. The Legislative council shall be responsible for 

maintaining personnel files. 

3-3. The co•mittee on legislative administration of 

each hou~e shall appoint secretaries for A standing or 

special ee~+ttee$ commjtt~e on recommendation of the 

committee chairman, subject to the approval of the 

respective houses. A secretary for a standing or special 

committee is i~mediately responsible to the committee 

chairman, but when not occupied with the duties of a 

committee, shall work under the direction of the chief 

stenographer of each house. The legislative Council shall 

hire all engrossing and enrolling typists and proofreaders 

who are under the direction of the bills committee. 

3-4. The p..-esiding officer and the majority and 
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•inority floor leader of each house May each appoint a 

private secre~ary. 

3-5. The secretary of the Senate and chief clerk of the 

House of RepresentatIves are respanslbl e to the pre_si ding 

officers of their respective houses. Their duties are tg: 

(a) ~e have custOdy of all records, billsy documents£ 

and other papers; 

(b) ~e supervise the making and exaMination of the 

journal and the handling of bills and resolutions; 

(C) ~e deliver to the e~propr+e~e-off+eers-e~-eff+ee~• 

e~-set-fo~h-+n-~hese-ra+es-dar+ft~-the-§ess+en-e~ ~taL¥ 

gf &tate at the close of each session• the journal, bill 

books and resolution books, and all copies of introduced end 

engrossed bills and joint resolutions; 

(d) ~a collect fro• the chairman or secretaries of all 

standing committees, special committees, &ea.?~~ee~--e~--~fte 

Wholey and conference committees, the minutes of such 

committees and deliver them to the state historical society. 

fSoe Rule 7-41 

3-6. Journal clerks, bill clerks, typists, and other 

employees responsible for legislative functions, except 

secretaries for standing or special committees, secretarie.s 

to presiding officers, and secretaries to majority and 

minority floor l~aders, are immediately responsible to the 

secretary of the Senate or the chi•f clerk of the House, 
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subject to the general supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-7. The duties of the engrossing and enrolling clerks 

are: 

(a) to engross or enroll all bills delivered to them 

within forty-eight hours after they have been received, 

unless further time is granted, in writing, by the presidinq 

officer of the house in which the bill originated; 

(b) to correct clerical errors, with the consent of 

the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives, in any bill originating in the house by 

which they are employed. Clerical errors such as the 

following •ay be corrected: 

(IJ errors in spelling 

(II) errors in nu•bering sections 

(iii) adding or deleting underlining or lines through 

matter to be stricken 

(iv) material copied incorrectly from the Montana Code 

Annotated. 

The secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House 

shall obtain written per•lssion from the principal sponsor 

before such corrections are •ade• 

When a committee is the sponsor of a bill• any member 

thereof so designated by the chairman may be the principal 

sponsor for the purpose of this section. 

3-8. (1) The sergeants-at-arms are re$ponslble to the 
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presiding officers of their respective houses. Their duties 

are ~: 

(a) •e maintain order under the direction of the 

presiding officer; 

(b) ~e execute commands and serve all processes; 

(c) ~o receive, distribute and have custody of 

supplies. 

3-9. The assistant sergeant-at-armst doorkeepers' 

watch~en, janitors, pa9es and other employees responsible 

for general housekeeping functions are immediately 

r€sponsible to the sergeant-at-arms, subject to the general 

supervision of the presiding officer. 

3-10. The duties of the chaplain of each house are to 

open each day•s session with a prayer. 

3-ll• A legislative aide is a person who has registered 

with the clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate and 

has been issued a distinctive identification for• such as a 

name tag. Such identification may be issued only upon 

receiving written verification from a member that the person 

involved is serving him as an aide. A person may not 

represent himself to be a legislative aide unless he carries 

such identification. The sergeants-at-arms and doorkeepers 

shall enforce this rule. Legislative aides must be of legal 

age unless otherwise approved by the presiding officer. 

No member may designate more than one aide without the 
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approval of the Rules Committee of the house involved. 

Qualifications for legislative interns are specified in 

Title 5, chapter 6t HCA. 

3-12. An employee, legislative aide£ or legislative 

intern of either house is prohibited from lobbying as 

defined in Section 5-7-lOZ(l)t MCA. However, such person may 

testify before a committee of either house on the request of 

the committee. Any person violating this rule shall be 

discharged. 

3-13. Disputes or complaints involving the co•petency 

or decorum of a legislative employee shall be referred to 

the committee on legislative administration of the house by 

which the eaployee is e•p1oyed• The co••fttee, in its 

discretion. may dls~iss, suspend or retain the employee. The 

committee on legislative administration shall periodically 

review the roster of employees and shall dismiss surplus 

employees. 

3-14. The offices of the Legislative Council shall 

serve both the Senate and House of Representatives as 

required. 

The council staff shall prepare payrolls for ~~~n8tH~@ 

lOJICtitlt;UiQO Al:ill.-Sl.l<IIAIUB.E IU.-.t.tuL_u=.:;.UU~-llf..f.llel: and 

prepare a h+mon~hty ma~!¥ financial report and distribute 

the report to legislative leaders in each house and to 

members of the Senate Committee on Finance and Claims and 
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House Committee on Appropriations. 

3-15. Contracts for purchase or lease of equipMent and 

supplies made during the legislative session shall be made 

on the approval of the CODIII!ittee on legislative 

administration of each house, subject to the review of the 

presiding officer of the respective house. Purchase order~ 

shall be issued by legislative Council staff and accounting 

records kept in that office. 

CHAPTER 4 

Order of Bus1ness 

~-1. After prayer. roll call, and report on the 

journal•. the order of business of the Senate and House of 

Representatives is as follows: 

(l) Communications and petitions 

(Z) Reports of standing committees 

(3) Reports of select committees 

(4) Messages from the governor 

(5) Messages from the other house 

(6) Motions 

(7) First reading and com~itment of bills 

(8) Second reading of bills (Co-.ittee of the Whole) 

(9) Third reading of bills and consent calendar bills 

(10) Unfinished business 

(11) Special orders of the day 

(12) Announcement of coamittee mee~ings. 

-11- S.JR 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0001/04 

To revert to or pass to a new order of business 

requires only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in 

the motion to recess, the house involved shall revert to 

Order of Business No. 1 when reconvening after a recess. 

CHAPTER 5 

Motions 

5-l. When a motion Is made it shall be restated by the 

presiding officer, and, if requested Oy the presiding 

officer or a member, shall be reduced to writing and read 

aloud• A motion .ay be withdrawn by the member making it at 

any time before it is amended or voted upon. 

5-2. When a question is under debate no motion •ay be 

made except the following privileged and subsidiary motions 

which have precedence in the order listed: 

(1) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(4) question of privilege 

(5) to lay on the table 

(6) for the previous question 

(7) to postpone to a certain day 

(8) to refer or commit 

(9) to amend 

(10) to postpone Indefinitely. 

A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority 
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roll call vote of all .embers present and voting. When a 

bill or resolution is postponed indefinitely, it is finally 

rejected and ~ay not be acted upon aqain during the bienniu$ 

except upon a motion of reconsideration made pursuant to 

Rule 5-4. 

5-3. No motion or proposition on a subject different 

from that under consideration shall be admitted under color 

of amendment or substitute. 

5-4· Any member may, on the day the vote was taken or 

on the next day the house in which the action was taken is 

in sessiont move to reconsider the question. A motion to 

reconsider may not be withdrawn after such next l~gislative 

day without the unaniMous consent of the house concerned, 

and thereafter any member may call it up for consideration; 

however~ a motion to reconsider made after the fifty-fourth 

day of the session shall be disposed of when made• A motion 

to recall a bill from the other house constitutes notice to 

reconsider and shall be acted on as a •otion to reconsider. 

A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the other 

house may be made only under Order of Business No. 6, and 

under that order of business takes precedence over all 

motions except motions to recess or adjourn. 

5-5. When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, 

a two-thirds majority is required to take it from the table. 

When a motion to reconsider fails, the question is finally 
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and conclusively settled. 

5-6. ( 1) Except 

rule, the effect of 

as provided in subsection (2) of this 

moving the previous question, if 

adopted, is to close debate immediately• to p~event the 

moving of a•endments or other subsidiary motions, and to 

bring to vote promptly the immediately pending main question 

and the adhering subsidiary motions, whether on appeal or 

othe~wise. 

(2) When the previous question is ordered on any 

debatable question on which there has been no debate• the 

question •ay be debated fo~ one-half hou~ 9 one-half of such 

time to be given to the proponents and one-half to the 

opponents. 

5-l· A call of the house Is not in order after the 

previous question is ordered, unless it appears upon an 

actual count by the presiding officer that a quorum is not 

present. 

5-s. The following motions are not debatable: 

(1) to adjourn 

(2) for a call of the house 

(3) to recess 

(~) for parliamentary inquiry 

(5) for suspension of the rules 

(6) to lay on the table 

(7) for the previous question 
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(8) to limitt extend the limits of. or to close debate 

(9) to amend an undebatable motion 

(10) to divide a question 

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole 

(12) to take from the table 

( 13) a decision of the presiding officer, unless 

appealed or unless he sub•its the question to the house for 

advice or decision 

(14) all Incidental motions, such as motions rel~ting 

to voting or other questions of a general procedural nature. 

5-9. A member may •ove to divide a question if it 

includes two or more propositions so distinct in substance 

that if one thing is taken away a substantive question will 

remain. 

5-10· No more than one amendment and no more than one 

substitute •otion may be made to a motion. This rule permits 

the main •otion and two modi~ying motions. 

CHAPTER 6 

Bills and Resolutions 

,b __ fQ[.,II_II.t B 1 1 1 s -- Jlj:f..i.Dll.i.go..ll.t-Bulll.JI.t..iliD.L...::=-.Ji&Deul 

f.l:lll£llilllllli. 

6-1. The only types of instru•ents other than bills 

Nhich •ay be introduced in either house of the leqislature 

are as follows: 

(1) A simple resolution is a formalized motion passed 
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by one house only and bears the heading "House Resolution" 

or •senate Resolution•. It may be used QQlx to adopt or 

amend the rules of one house or to provide for the internal 

affairs of the house adopting it• It does not require three 

readings or a roll call vote. A •ember offering a simple 

resolution may read it in his place before introduction. 

When a simple resolution has been introduced, it shall be 

referred to a committee. Final action shall be taken on the 

Co••ittee of the Whole report• The transmittal of copies of 

sJ•ple resolutions is the responsibility of the chief clerk 

or secretary of the house of origin. 

A copy of every simple resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

CZ) A joint resolution Must be adopted by both houses 

and is not approved by the governor. It may be used tol 

Lal express desire, opinion, sympathy• or request of 

the legislature; 

ibl-UllllllU--iiD-liWitliJ _ _:;,:t.lllllf __ Ju __ ...il_..legUJ..illiu 

a~mittee: 

iLl ~e adopt or a•end the joint rules; 

idl- set iAJ.§rlei and oth~_1&Lai-llf-IIGplg~Dt-LQL 

LegLs~ve e•p1orees: 

iel.-a!UlL~llllliUJK.llliD_II.t _ _a_J.tat..e __ lwLldillli-..WiliiU: 

u<:J:.-U!D-l§.::Z:U!Z__w:_ 20-2 5-~1!1;!.:. 
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Lfl dea) id:tll.-lliUS:t.tu:" aod emergepcics_uoQec_l~ 

1Q1 _ _.~jfjcal)y a~a~ ..lil~~llllll.t. 

lll~=303!3h !0-3-a03<4!t aqd ~.:!iDIDJ..&JIJ:.U 

J.gJ. sybw it a oeggt 1 .wted selt..l.ul&~--lUld.e'-~t..Uul 

~=ll=l~~ 

LlU de<:l ar~:-~~~u.aio;ate an IIOUQX __ l:JileL!IeQI;.¥_..11Dd« 

li.!Uillll-llQ~lJb._.tl{.6.i. 

ill ~o ratify or propose a•end•ents to the United 

States Constitution; and 

1~ ~o direct changes to, repealt or direct adoption 

of a rule in the Montana Administrative Code. Except as 

otherwise provided in these rules or the Constitution of the 

State of Montana. a joint resolution is treated in all 

respects as a bill. 

A copy of every joint resolution is to be transmitted 

after adoption to the secretary of state by the secretary of 

the Senate or chief clerk of the House. 

6-2 • Al.L-fll.L.L_IlBAflltlli- BEQUE Sll_...iliAJ.L __ .Jll:Wll!.f. _ _A 

Lf~~AIIYE SPONsoaa Bills shall be typewritten on paper 

eight and one-half by eleven inches ~ith twenty-five 

numbered 1 ines. and shall be introduced in quadruplicate. 

P+ee-~ype-end-e-g~e~-~~eek-r+bbon-~~t-be-Hse~. Bills shall 

be numbered at the foot of each page (except page one) and 

shall have white covers of a substantial 11aterial. In 

sections amending existing statutes, matter to be stricken 
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out shall be indicated with a line through the words or part 

to be deleted, and new matter shall be underlined. Sections 

of the Montana Code Annotated repealed or amended in a bill 

shall be stated In the title except for general 

appropriation bills and bills for the codification and 

general revision of the laws. Introduced bills will be 

reproduced on white paper and distributed to legislators. 

6-3. No bl11 9 except general appropriation bills, and 

bills for the ~odification and general revision of the laws, 

shall contain •ore than one subject. which shall be clearly 

expressed In the title. The enacting clause of every law 

shall be as follows: •ee it enacted by the legislature of 

the state of Montana•. 

A bill shall be used to propose amendments to the 

Constitution of the State of Montana and shall not be 

subject to the veto of the governor (Montana Constitution, 

Art. VI, Sec. lOll))• 

6-~. All appropriation bills shall originate in the 

House of Representatives. 

The general appropriation bills shall embrace nothing 

but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 

legislative, executive£ and judicial branches of state 

government, interest on public debt and for public schools. 

All other appropriations shall be made by separate bills, 

each e•braclng but one subject (Montana Constitution, Art. 
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v, Sec. 11(4}J• Appropriation bills for the ope~ation of the 

legislature shall be Introduced by the chairman of the House 

Committee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute, unless a different ti•e Is 

prescribed therein, takes effect on the first day of July of 

the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different ti~e is prescribed therein• 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 1-2-201 and 1-2-202, 

MCA)o 

Da__Iotrodyctlgn 

6-6. .Lll 6fter-danuer~~ A legi:a]ator ea¥ 

not request more -than--11~ bills trow the Lcgjslatlye 

~~ nor-•ay-a-te;tatetor=iftt~~=tbAD=ftre-bili2. 

Thj$ )jajt goes not apply tg; 

tal bills requested nrigr tg dena••x:' THE CQHYE~ 

a&!E QF EACH SESSIQN; 

.Lbl_ Inter i~ll.ll 

~~ state agency bjlls; 

!dL code cpmgissigner bil.lll De 

La}__resolutignsw; 1B SR 

IE! SIANQIHG CQMMITTEE BILL~~1i 

tijt==-APPRBHHH§N=Btkti 

IGl APPRDPRIATIQN BILL~; Q8 

!Hl TAXATION &IlLS. 

LZJ B+~s ond-;atnt-retotutfoD# w+~~~e-eftee~e&-by ALL 
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BILLS &NQ RESQLUIIQNS_WILL 8£-SUBMIIIEQ TO the staff of the 

Legislative Council prior to e&n$~eere~+on-by-e-~oaM+~~ee-ef 

'l>he-hghl-ei:ure lo.t~.wa.iWl for P&AfilNG QR EDB CJJJrell~ 

¥liti proper foraat. style. and legal form. 8!11~11-~ 

eo:tered on :tJle_aytoeatesL.tli.l.l._gufUog_eQ.U.i.QII~JU..s_typed. and 

Wlll:taUil..l.D-.IIIIAliLIUlli<:ate t.o t.ilLLeQJUlUllUI-llllli.U.i~.ti!u • 

sta•p shall be affixed to the acig~l bill cover and 

+n+Ueted &illll!lliJal +nd+eet:+ng lolti.la.t.Jl t:folta CQIJNC IL revIew. 

If such stamp Is not affixed£ et:--t:he--U.e the bill +s 

de~+vered---~o---~he--e~pr+s~e--ee .. +~tee--ehe+~s"y--~he 

ehe+raen-shet+-eeuae-t:fole--bttt--t:e--be--t:renaa+eeed--t:e--t:fole 

eoun~++--fe~-sueh-~Y+ew aax_ugt be iotrodycad, BT++s-w+++ 

be-en~ered-on-~he--ea~o•eted--~++~--dra~t+n!--e~a+p•ent--eftd 

t:yped--eo-~ee+tteet:e-e-aere-rap+d-~ep~oeaet:ten•-~-a-bt~~-+s 

no~-so--en~e~d--p~+or--~o--+n~~duet+en~--+t--.+•+--not--be 

e~s+dered--&y--eny-ee••+~eee-u~+~-+~-hos-heeft-re¥+ewee-and 

enteredw-~+s-rev+e•-w+++-ee-.eee-e~~~-~~-e+g~~een~h--deyw 

T~-t:he-apens~-+a-net:+~+ed-ef-e-p~htee-w+t:fol-e-b+t+-end-dees 

ne~--•e~e~-~e--~~e--d+ree~er--of--~he-~e9+'•e~+•e-&oUfte++ 

wtt:h+n-t:we-~egta~et:+•e-dayay-~fole-&++~-w+~~--be--re~e~~ee--t:e 

the--eeMM+~~ee--on--ra+es--fft--~he--ftouse-where-~e-e++~wes 

+ntrodueed• 

m 
endorsing 

presenting 

A Durjng a s•ssion a bill •ay be introduced by 

it with the na.a of a member or-eemM+~ee and 

It to the chief clerk or secretary In 
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quadruplicate. Bills or joint resolutions may be sponsored 

jointly by Senate and House me•bers. a__JglD~l~ai~ed 

llil.L--llb.ill.l_IIL_.i.DtL.!Id~.i.D..J.bL..bliJWI_i.D-~11-jb& 

legislator wbn$e na•• appears flcst on the bill-~a •ember• 

I.lle...:.b.Lllf. I:O:UDQam:!2 JQI NT Sel)lWlJL!.S. D.ilfiL-libllil-->UIIItiL 

jmmgdiatelJ tg ~rjght of the first spgo~!S-Da.e& Blllst 

joint resolutions, and simple resolutions shall be numbered 

consecutively in each session of the legislature in separate 

series in the order of their receipt. 

!il Any bill proposed by a legislative co-.lttee or 

introduced by request of an administrative or executive 

agency or depart•ent shall be so indicated following the 

names of the sponsors, •By Request of the•••••••••• (Name of 

Agency or CoMmittee)"• 

121 Bills may be prefiled• numbered, and preprinted 

prior to a legislative sessionw---fhfs---wt~~---~e---~he 

r~~pefts+b+++~y--of--t~e ~tbM staff of the Leqlslative 

Council· Actual signatures May appear on the face of the 

prefiled bill or signatures may b~ obtained on a consent 

form from the Legislative Council and _ _t~pgo~oc•s name 

ttP£d go the bill• Additional sponsors may be added -~~he 

~tme-ef-+ft~re~~e~+en-on-~he-~+~~~-~e~f~~e~+ve-dayy on •otion 

of the chief sponsor Al__ANY IIHE--fBlU& _ _I0__6 __ SJAHalNG 

~liiEE BEPURI O~alLL• These names will be forwarded 

to the legislative Council to be included on the face of the 
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bill following standing c~ittee approval. 

All prefiled bill$ will be aade available to the 

public. 

(6) Be~_.i..DU.QdUCtiM a loiot CllJiQllallllll-df<Jls:.J:.i.bed 

.i..JLJ.lUDt.-RJ.Il.L.Io:llZ.LU.l.-IIUU-blil_app tOWlild II¥ t.blil_.iJl.i.llJ;._oUliiJi 

~--i~_aod_each Siegle reso)utiQQ SU~t be appcpyed ~ 

Dll.II.L..i:IUilllllllillil__gf tbe _JJIBUiL-i.Dl;£ad.u!W..LJlg_it..o._.L_$.t..aiJI1 

.i.D~icatjog_sucb app~&l_ib411 II• aff~Q_t,g__t.hii--'QXIIL__Qf 

tbL~ut.l.Qo_before preaen:t,ation t.o the cbltl!!f_duk_Qf_:t.be 

~e or secretau_o..f_.tb~QU&& 

6-7. A+~+s--•a~--be--+n~re~ee~--~"t++--~--,.ew--en-~he 

ef.!j~ioeeni=ll-+e~s'l-e~f-¥e-lleyy-exeept-re¥efttle-ll+~+sy--eolll111+ttee 

~Y++~--eppro.ed-&y-the-~H~es-eo .. +ttee-of-~~e-he~•e-+"-wh+eh 

the-eoa•+~~ee-~+++-erf!+ftete~T-Oft~-ep~rop~•~+en~++~s. 

A~~--dre~ttng--~e~~ests--•~•t--be--~~b•+tted---~---the 

~·~·~~a~+ve--~oane++--ey-s-~m.-foa~-~eg+~+e~fve-deys-before 

+ntTodaet+Oft--dead++ne--for--th~--eategery---~---b++~---or 

re~e+a~~n-as-p~-the-~o++ew+ftg-sehed~+e• 

------------------------------------~ef~+ft!----~ntredaet+on 

------------------------------------Beell++fte------9eell++ne--

6eftere+-b++h 

end-re~e+ .. ~+oft~---------------------t"t~ll-9ey------te~~-Bey-

Re¥ent~e-b++'l-s-----------------------t~~~~-Bey------~t~t-Bey-

f:oiiUII+~tee-bi-i-f-~ 

end-re~o+t~io+efts---------------------~6tii-Bey------~6tii-Bey--
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~ese+u~+e"s-----------------------------Nefte--------Nene----

IbL.-fQl Jowl ng schedule •ast be_fgll.mtasL.fsll: subm i s.s i go 

gf drafting uguests and -lDt.Loductj·oo __ Slf bills ....iiiJ:Sl 

.tiWilllllllab 

Jli:QJ1Ut. _______ ~Q1J:Jldii.U.ilul 

----------'"'"aud1Jic.ti.DOI>le"------lliliilllliUI--
_s.;.IIJl_f£11a ___ -'..!.JUI..e...Jh__ 

Legislatiye pay Leais~xe-Da¥--

J:ieoeral R I 1 J s and Be sol uti 005 10 ----1L--

(QL 2 I!IQ!Slatju 

-----ll~..af.t.el:..del !Kerr 

------- lL.II&liltlll:Jt-ll-iJU.tu: 

.afier 1'\tb daJl-

Rcyanue Btl 1 $ ____ __lz_ ____ -Z.l,__ 

tgMittee Bjll!i and ResolutiOD$ 36 ~--

Cggup I ttee Ree.cu.te__BJ.ll.L.- z_ _____ _tu, __ 

411RLQRLJ at ion a I 11~---------'HW!eiillllne No llealll.i.IUI 

lllLeLI• Stud, Resolut!oo _biWiulll..iwl__llg_lleiilll.l.aa 

Jaiot-&asalutions Concerning Ng deadline No deadlina 

AdminlstrA.t..i.xe Rules 

A--spenser--of--e-b+t+-d...tt:ed-parsa.nt-t:o-e-t:+ae+y-reqaest:y 

bat:-wh+eh-+~~-de++wered-by--t:he--e+§ht:eent:h--dey--by--t:he 

~eg+s+e~we-&eane++T-ehe++-hawe-ant:++-5-p.-.-t:wo-+~+et:+Ye 
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deys--efter--de++wery--t:e-+nt:redaee-t:he-b+++w-Ne-et:her-b+++e 

eweep~-re~~e-eftft-epp¥epr+~en--bf+~s--•ay--be--+n~ro~eed 

ef~r-5-pyaw-en-t:he-e+ght:eewt:h-+e~._+et:+~e-deyw 

Reven~~+~s--•~st--~e--+n~ree~e~--~y--§-, ... -eft-~he 

·~en~y-~+rs~-~eg+s~~+•e-de~-exee~th~-Re.en~e--&e••+~e 

bt++s---y-be-+nt:redaeed-ant:t+-t:he-66-t:h-dey•-Eoooot+t:t:ee-bH'h 

app~oYed-~y-~he-~~es-ee .. +~~ee-~~fte-hoate--tn--whteh--~h• 

eeMat~t:ee--b+++-er+§+net:ed-aey-be-+nt:rodaeed-by-~he-fert:tet:h 

+eg+s+e~+ve-~eyw-~here-+s-fte-tY~++•+t-~er-+ft~Podee•+en--o• 

epprepr+et:+en-b+++•• 

de+nt:---Aeseta•+ens--effe~--r~+ee--edopt:ed--+n--the 

Mon~ene--Ad•+n+s~e~+••---eeee---.ay---he---+"~rodaee~---eftd 

transm+~•~-e~-eftY-~+.e-du~+ng-e-sesston• 

Reqaee~--for--+nt:er+•--etad+ee--aey--be--aede-by-jetnt: 

re~o~u~+en-onfy-end-eey-be-+~redweed-and-•ren•-+•ted-e~-any 

~+.e-dbr+ng-a-sess+~ 

6-8. No bill •ay be introduced or received in a house 

after that house has finally rejected a bill during that 

session designed to acco•pllsh the sa.e purpose save upon 

approval by the rules co .. ittae of the house in which the 

bill Is offered for introduction or reception. 

Failure to override a veto does not constitute final 

rejection. 

6-9. At least three-fourths of a standing committee 

must consent to the introduction of a co••ittee bill. a+++ 
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dreft~ft~--r~ests--fer--eo.M+ttee-~~ered--b~~~5---~~be 

reee+wed-hy-~he-~eg+~~e~+ve-&oune+~-s~eff-by-5-~·•·--eft-~he 

~r~y-e+gftth-+e~+,~+ve-~ey-~~-req•+re-•h~••-fo~r~h~-~e~e 

by-the-ee••~ttee• 

Co fjcst ReadlDU-5Dd 6oewft.,nt 8fff&&AL 

6-to. No •otion affecting a bill is in order on its 

first reading except as provided in Joint Rule 6-6. 

Upon introduction or reception of a billy the chief 

clerk of the House or the secretary of the Senate shall 

publicly post upon a listing that bill by a su••ary of its 

title in the house of origin and by a summary of its title 

and by Its history in the second house, together with a 

notation of the committee to which It has been assigned, and 

such posting shall constitute the first reading of the billa 

6-11. No bill shall be conside~ed or become a law 

unless referred to a committee and returned therefrom. 

6-12. Upon introduction or reception of a billt it 

shall be referred to a committee by the presiding officer. 

6-13. A bill may be ~eeoaa~ed recefgrced at any time 

before its passage. 

~--Aaand~Ana-SYbstltyt~ alll~ 

6-14• No law shall be revised or a•ended, or the 

provisions thereof extended by reference to its title only, 

but so much thereof as is revised, a•ended or extended shall 

be reenacted and published at length. 
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6-15. No law shall be passed except by bill, and no 

bill shall be so altered or amended on Its passage through 

either house as to change its original purpose (Montana 

Constitution, Art. ~' Sec. 11(1))• 

6-16. A cogmittee may recommend that every clause in a 

bill be changed and that entirely new matter be substituted 

so long as the new matter Is relevant to the title and 

subject of the original bill. A substitute bill shall be 

considered as an amendment and not as a new bill. 

6-17. The proper form of reporting a substitute bill by 

a coamittee is to propose aMend•ents to strike out all of 

the bill following the enacting clause and to substitute the 

new bill. recommending also any necessary changes in the 

title. If a co••ittee report recoamending a substitute for a 

bill originating in the other house is adoptedt the 

substitute bill shall be printed. 

6-16. Amend•ents to a bill by the second house shall 

not be further amended by the house in which the bill 

originated, but Must either be accepted or rejected. 5ucb 

a.end•ent27:2ball::ba:-referrea=:ta::-tb•---~±t~~ 

SU::triDAil¥=Mud:::tbe bttl~su:--o-reco-ns!otiJIJ3:tbll:t:ti2ll 

... ns!aatJS:hr:::11t:~~.e=a~ctJ:Al< If the allend•ents are 

rejected, a conference committee may be requested by the 

house in which the bill originated. 

6-19• If a majority of a house adopts a recommendation 
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for the passage of a bill originating in that house after It 

has been returned from a com•ittee with amend•ents, not less 

than slx hundred copies of the bill shall be printed on 

yellow paper with all amendments incorporated into the 

printed copies. If the bill has been returned froM a 

co•atttee without a.end.ents, only the first sheet shall be 

printed on yellow paper, and the remainder of the text 

incorporated by reference to the preceding printed version 

of. the entire bill. Bills referred to the bills coemlttee 

of the house of origin for printing must be reported within 

three days unless further ti.e is granted by that house. 

fa Engrgssing aod_Enrol)lpg 

6-20. When a bill has been reported favorably by 

Co•mittee of the Whole of the house of origin and the report 

has been adopted, the bill shall be engrossed under the 

direction of the bills co~ittee, and when reported 

correctly engrossed by the committee shall be placed on the 

calendar for third reading on the succeeding legislative 

day. co .. ittee of the Whole a.endments shall be included in 

the engrossed bill. Copies of the engrossed bill to be 

distributed to legislators will be reproduced on blue paper. 

If a bill Is unaMended by the Co.•ittee of the Wholey ~ 

contains no clerical errors, e"d-+s-ft~+y-wr+•~eftT it •ay 

be engrossed without retyping. and only the first sheet 

shall be printed on blue paper with the re•ainder of the 
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text incorporated by reference to the preceding printed 

version of the entire bill. 

If a bill Is amended by the standing co••ittee or 

Committee o~ the Whole In the second house, the a~end•ents 

will be included in a reference bill and distributed in the 

second house for third reading consideration. The a~endaents 

~ill also be reproduced and attached to the reference bill. 

If the bill passes on third reading, copies of the reference 

bill and second house amendments will be distributed in the 

original house. 

6-21· When a bill has passed both houses It shall be 

enrolled under the direction of the bills co••ittea of the 

house of origin. An original and two duplicate 

copies of the bill shall be enrolled, free 

typewritten 

'from all 

corrections and errors. with a margin of two inches at the 

top and one inch on each side. with twenty-five unnu•bered 

lines to the page. In sections a•ending existing statutes 

new matter shall be underlined, and matter stricken with a 

line through it shall be omitted. The typewriting shall be 

done with a black record ribbon• pica type, on paper eight 

and one-half inches wide and eleven inches long. The 

original and two copies of the bill shall be red lined. The 

history of the bill shall also be enrolled and placed +~ 

baek-of Kitb the bill in a white manuscript cover, upon 

which is written the number of the bill and the title. A 
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~x_gt the history shall RA-filed with tbe~llbL~X£ 

When the enrolling has been completed. the bill shall 

be examined by the a~no~ ~Sa& and the bills c~ittee 

and reported correctly enrolled. 

The correctly enrolled bill shall be delivered to the 

presiding officer of the house in which the bill originated. 

The presiding officer shall e""oanee-f~o•-~he-¥os~~a~y-~he 

ennoaneeee~~e-&e-en~ered--+n--~ne--;oarna~.--~ne--spee+f+e 

b+~~s--~o--be--s+~nee-ay-h+•-end-~he++-des+~ne~e-e-~+••-~~en 

sueh-b+~•-she~~-~e-s+~nedT-end-he-~e++ sign the original 

and two copies of each bill delivered to hie not later than 

the next legislative day after it has been reported 

correctly enrolled. unless the bill is delivered on the last 

legislative day in which event it shall be signed that day. 

The fact of signing shall be ~~~ BX IHE--f&fSlDI~G 

the journal no later than the next 

legislative day. At any ti.e after the report of a bill 

correctly enrolled and before the signing, if a meaber 

signifies his desire to examine the bill, he shall be 

permitted to do so. The bill shall then be transmitted to 

the other house where the saMe procedure shall be followed. 

a __ bjl) tbat_bas passed both bousea_pt_tb~_l~~ 

bLt!HI..D.i.!lllliat.b-11llx wax be em:~lli!IL~.:;ill.l:t-..~;su:u~ 

II¥ the pres i!lirul--llfiicerso .i.L..D~UL-li.i.llllllll-11.¥-tbe 

~ i !II np O~LH-iiD!I-!Id.i.Xill:lllLW_~g!I.XUDPLDJit--l.iU.ilL 
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~_da¥s after tbB-nlDa~b-legislatiye day. All joyroaJ 

entries fytbgrized _ _und~lS-CYle will be-&Qterad go tb§ 

JJIIILJlill.~.[._tbe n j net I Ub..!IU. 

Tbe original and two copies signed by the presiding 

officer of each house shall be presented by the bills 

committee to the governor. The bills co~ittee shall take a 

receipt f~om the governo~ and shall report to the house the 

day and hour of such presentation. which shall be entered in 

the journal. The original shall be filed with the 5ecretary 

of state. Signed copies with chapter nu•bers assigned 

pursuant to Section 5-11-204• shall be filed with the clerk 

of the supreMe court and the Legislative Council. 

h--~.:;a!HI..IIUlllog_=-~tu-llf-tbc~ 

6-zz. All bills• except consent calendar billsy which 

have been reported by a co•mitteet accepted by the house 

concerned and printed• shall be posted on the calendar for 

consideration by Committee of the Whole. The 

~er~een~s-a~-•~•~--&t-~he-re$~ee~+ve-he~ses ~ecretacx of the 

~oate or cbjef clerk 2f-tbe-HQ~ shall record the time 

each bill is received and the time the bill is placed on 

members• desks• Until the fiftieth legislative day, one day 

must elapse between the time a committee approved bill is 

placed on the members• desks and consideration by Coa•ittee 

of the Whole. Bills shall be arranged on the calendar in 

numerical order unless they are companion bills or are 
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otherwise ordered by the house or Coamittee of the Whole of 

the house concerned. 

6-23. Every bill considered In Co~ittee of the Whole 

shall be read by a su~ry of its title and considered 

section by section. 

All Co.-ittee of the Whole amendments shall be prepared 

and delivered to the clerk for reading before the amendment 

Is voted on. The a~nd•ent form will include the date and 

tlae of the amendMent. ~~ oro'o'ed-=rejectcA REJECTED 

tBUf~ liH!ll:la~~Dt.~lL-~-.ii:IIIDt.l.litil-lllllL.JiAPLiO~ 

gffl" of tbe cbleLs;I•rk of tbL.HowiLliL-lili~UU- of t;be 

~t;e, Uooo al!Jmit.DUDU..:tbe~ of sucb .'IIIIUia.Jl:ls.-li.bllll 

b§_deliyered_to-tba state arcbl~ 

6-24. Prior to adoption of a Com•ittee of the Whole 

reportt a member may move to segregate a bill. If the motion 

prevails, the bill remains on second reading. 

6-25. When a Co~ittee of the Whole report on a bill is 

rejec~ed the bill shall remain on second reading. 

6-26. Either house may resolve itself into a Co.mlttee 

of the Whole by approval of a motion for that purpose. So 

far as may be applicable, the rules governJng each house 

shall be observed when that house resolves itself into a 

to••ittee of the Whole, except as follows: 

(1) The only •otions in order are to: 

(a) amend; 
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(b) reco•mend passage or nonpassage; 

(c) recomMend concurrence or nonconcurrence; 

(d) Indefinitely postpone; 

[e) pass consideration; 

(f) rise; 

(g) rise and report; or 

(h) rise and report progress and ask leave to sit 

again• 

(2) The committee may not appoint subco .. ittees. 

(3) The co .. ittee may not punish its me•bers for 

•Jsconduct, but .ay report disorder to the house concerned· 

(4) Unless otherwise prescribed by either house before 

goin9 into Com.ittee of the Whole, a BB•ber •ay speak as 

often as he Is recognized and for as long each ti~ as is 

allowed in debate in the particular house. 

6-27. After a Cowtmittee of the Whole h_as been formed. 

the presiding officer shall appoint a chair•an to preside. 

Upon resuming the chair, the presiding officer shall receive 

the report of the chairMan of the co•mittee and the house 

shall take action on the report. 

G. IbjLd_B#~::_tgosgnt Calendar -- GoyerQQL!~~ 

6-28. No bill shall beco~e a law except by vote of a 

Majority of all the •••ber~ present and yotiog in each 

house 9 nor unless on Its final passage the vote be taken by 

ayes and noes, and th~ na•es of those voting be entered on 
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the journal (Montana Constitution. Art. Yt Sec. 11(1) and 

(211• 

Any vote in one house on • bill proposing an a•endMent 

to the Montana State Constitution where the mathematical 

possibility exists of obtaining the necessary two-thirds 

vote o¥ the legislature will causa the bill to progress as 

though lt had received the •ajority vote. 

6-29. Except for consent calendar bills• every bill 

shall be read three ti•es prior to passage. either by title 

or by su•mary of title as provided in these rules. The first 

reading shall be as prescribed in Joint Rule 6-10; the 

second prior to debate in Co•mlttee of the Whole; and the 

thirdt which shall be by complete title, prior to final 

passage. No bill shall receive more than one reading on the 

same day except on the last legislative day. No amendment 

may be offered on the third reading. 

6-30. (1) Each bill passed by the legislature, except 

bills proposing aMendaents to the Montana Constitution. 

bills ratifying proposed a•endments to the United States 

Constitution. resolutions, and referendu• •easures of the 

legislature, shall be submitted to the governor for his 

signature. If he does not sign or veto the bill within five 

days after its delivery to hi• if the legislature is io 

session or within twenty-five days if the legislature Is 

adjourned, it shall bacoae a laM• The governor shall return 
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a vetoed bill to the legislature with a state•ent of his 

reasons therefor. 

(21 The governor 11ay return any bill to the 

legislature with his reco~.endation for amendment. If the 

legislature passes the bill in accordance with the 

governor•s reco .. endationt it Shall again return the bill to 

the governor for his reconsideration. The governor shall not 

return a bill for a.endment a second ti•e• 

(3) If after receipt of a veto •essage, two-thirds of 

the .aMbers present approve the bill, it shall become law. 

H~::as::i:g±aui:DSI=I:IIIIIU_::rlua::~f±llllll¥:::11H:::Jiit!WI:~ 

hfti-t3-deoda 

(~) If the legislature is not in session when the 

governor vetoes a billt he shall return the bill with his 

reasons therefor to the legislature as provided by law. The 

legislature may reconvene to reconsider any bill so vetoed. 

(5) The governor •ay veto lte•s In appropriation 

bills, and in such Instances the procedure shall be the same 

as upon veto of an entire bill (Montana Constitution, Art. 

vr, Sec. 10). 

6-31. Upon receipt of a veto message the presiding 

officer shall read the message• After the reading a member 

May move that the governor's veto shall be overridden. A 

vote on the aotlon shall be determined by roll call. If 
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two-thirds of the members present vote •aye• the veto is 

overridden. If two-thirds of the m9Mbers present do not vote 

•aye• the veto is sustained. 

6-32. If the governor returns a bill to the originating 

house with his recommendations for amendment, such house 

shall reconsider the bill under its rules relating to 

amend•ent offered In Committee of the Whole. The bill Is 

then subject to the following procedures: 

(a) The originating house shall trans•it to the second 

house, for consideration under Its rules relating to 

amendments in Com•ittee of the Whole. the bill and the 

originating house's approval or disapproval of the 

governor's reco..endations. 

(b) If both houses approve the governor•s 

recommendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

tc) If both houses disapprove the governor's 

recoMmendations the bill shall be returned to the governor 

for his reconsideration. 

(d) If one house disapproves the governor•s 

recoamendatlons and the other house approves, then either 

house may request a conference comMittee which •ay be a free 

conference co .. ittee. 

(II If both houses adopt a 

report, the bill in accordance with 
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returned to the governor for his reconsideration. 

(ii) If a conference co•mittee fails to reach agree•ent 

or if its report is not adopted by both houses the 

governor•s recommendations shall be considered not approved 

and the bill shall be returned to the governor for further 

consideration• 

lh_ll:iillllillilULIILJilllA 

6-33. Each house shall transmit to the other with any 

bill all relevant papers. When a house bill is trans111itted 

from the House of Representatives to the Senate. the 

secretary of the Senate shall give a dated receipt for the 

bill to the chief clerk of the House. When a Senate bill is 

transmitted to the House of Representatives, the chief clerk 

of the House shall give a dated receipt to the secretary of 

the Senate. 

6-34. No bills, except for appropriation bills, 

revenue bills and amendments considered by joint committee 

need to be acted upon (save for reference to a committee by 

the presiding officer) if transmitted from one house to the 

other after the forty-fifth legislative day, but shall be 

held pending in the house to which It Is transmitted unless 

two-thirds of the members present and voting shall determine 

that the bill shall be acted upon. Amendments, except to 

appropriation bills and revenue bills~ shall likewise be 

deferred for consideration if transmitted after the 
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seventieth legislative day thereof. 

A revenue bill Is one which would either increase or 

decrease taK collections. 

Appropriation and revenue bills shall be transmitted 

fro• the original house on or before the seventieth day 

unless two-thirds of the •e•bers present and voting in the 

receiving house shall determine that the bill may be 

transmitted after the seventieth day. 

6-35. When a bill has received its third reading or has 

been rejected, the house that considered the bill shall 

+••edTa~+y as soon ~_possible trans•it it to the other 

house with notice of its action. 

6-36• All bills reported out of a co•mittee of the 

legislature having an effect on the revenues, expenditures, 

or fiscal liabil lty of the state, except appropriation 

~easures carrying specific dollar amounts, shall include a 

fiscal note incorporating an estimate of such effect. The 

Legislative Council staff shall indicate at the top of each 

Dill prepared for Introduction that a fiscal note may be 

necessary under this rule. Fiscal notes Shall be requested 

by the presiding officer of either house, who shall 

determine the need for the note at the time of introduction, 

based on the Legislative Council staff recommendation. 

The state budget director, in cooperation with the 

agency or agencies affected by the bill, is responsible for 

-37- SJR l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0001/04 

the preparation of the fiscal note and shall return the same 

within six days, unless further time is granted by the 

presiding officer or committee Making the request based upon 

a written statement fro. the budget director that additional 

time is necessary to properly prepare the note. 

A completed fiscal note shall be sub•itted by the 

budget director to the presiding officer who requested it• 

who shall refer it to the co .. lttee considering the bill. 

All fiscal notes shall be printed and placed on the members• 

desks. 

fiscal notes shalt, where possible, show In dollar 

a•ounts the esti.ated increase or decrease in revenues or 

expanditurest costs which •ay be absorbed without additional 

funds, and long-range financial implications. No co .. ent or 

opinion relative to merits of the bill shall be included; 

however, technical or mechanical defects may be noted. 

A fiscal note also may be requested on a bill and on an 

a~ndment by: 

(1) a committee considering the bill, or 

(2) a •ajority of the members of the house in'which 

the bill is to be considered9 at the time of second reading, 

or 

(3) the chief sponsor through the presiding officer. 

The budget director shall make available on request to 

any member of the legislature all background information 

-38- SJR 1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1't 

15 

16 

l7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0001/04 

used in developing a fiscal note (Title 5t chapter 4t part 

2• ~CA)• 

each 

CHAPTER 1 

Committees 

7-1. The committee on 

house shall consider 

legislative administration of 

all matters concerned with 

seating• mileage and per---~?ee e&~t legislative 

employees, the control of the legislative property~ and the 

budgeting for and expenditure of appropriations for the 

operation of the legislature, in cooperation with the 

Legislative Council staff. 

1-z. A •tanding co .. lttee shall submit a ~rltten report 

in triplicate on all bills or matters referred to it within 

seven days after reference, unless at the request of the 

committee and for good cause sho•n, further tiNe is granted 

by the house concerned. 

7-3. If the members of a co.mittee cannot agree on a 

report. the aajority and minority of the com~ittee present 

at a com•lttee meeting may submit separate reports. Only one 

~inority report may be submitted. Such reports shall be 

entered at length on the journal. unless otherwise ordered 

by the house concerned. 

7-4. All committees and subcoMmittees shall keep 

minutes of their meetings and• at the close of the session, 

shall make f+~e an oclglnal and two complete copies and 
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shall turn the original of the ainutes over to the chief 

clerk of the House or secretary of the Senate for delivery 

to the historical society. The eei&P~~y-en8-e+nor+~y--+e~e~ 

e#--eaeh--hoa§e--oftd--~fte Legislative Council and the-laM 

~~ shall each be given one copy of the •inutes. 

7-5. The co.mlttee on bills and journal, the rules 

committee, and conference co••lttees may report at any timet 

except during a call of the house or when a vote is being 

taken• Reports from the bills and journal comMittee shall 

stand approved without for•al action. 

7-6. All bills providing fo~ an 

public •oney •ay first be considered by a 

appropriation of 

joint co••lttae 

composed of the members of the Senate Co•mittee on finance 

and Claims and the House Com.tttee on Appropriations, and 

then by each separately. Meetings of the joint coamittee 

shall be held upon calJ of the chairman of the House 

Committee on 4ppropriations who shall be chairMan of the 

joint committee. 

1-1. The chairman of each com~ittee has general control 

and direction of the hall and co••ittee room of the 

co.mittee over which he presides 9 subject to the control of 

the presiding officer under Rule 1-3. Except as provided In 

Joint Rule 7-6• the chairman of the Senate co•mittee shall 

be chairman of all joint comeittees. 

7-8. If either house requests a conference and appoints 
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a coamittee tor the purpose of discussing an amendment on 

which the Senate and the House of Representatives cannot 

agree. the other house shall appoint a co .. ittee consisting 

of the same number of ee•bers. The ti•e and place of all 

conference co.mittee meetings shall be agreed upon by 

chairman and be announced from the rostrum. 

announceaent is in order at any ti.a. Failure to •ake 

announce•ent shall not affect the validity of 

their 

This 

this 

tha 

legislation. The conference co•Mittees~ having conferred, 

shall report to their respective houses the result of their 

conference. A conference co.mittee shall confine itself to 

the disputed amend•ent. 

If either house requests a free conference co .. ittee 

and the other house concurs~ appointments will be made the 

same as above. A free conference com~ittee may discuss a 

bill in its entirety and is not confined to a particular 

a•endtnent. 

1-9. In Joint co-itt.ees other than conference 

committees, members vote individually and not by houses. 

BEcause conference co•mittees are joint meetings of separate 

committees. In conference co .. ittees the co••ittees from 

each house vote separately, and a majority of each committee 

•ust agree before any action •ay be taken. 

1-10. Conference committee reports must give clerical 

Instructions for enrolling by referring to the reference 
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bill version. 

When a conference co.-ittee report 'Is filed with the 

secretary or clerk the same shall be read under Order of 

Business No. 3t select cOMMittees~ and placed on the 

calendar for consideration on second reading. If recommended 

favorably by the Co.-ittee of the Whole, it may be 

considered on third reading the same legislative day. On 

the final legislative day a conference co••ittee report 

shall be placed on the calendar for im•ediate consideration 

on second reading and shall be further considered on third 

reading the sa•e legislative day. 

7-11. Accredited press representatives may not be 

excluded from any public legislative •eeting or hearing and 

aay not be prohibited from taking photographs, televisingt 

or recording the coMMittee or house hearings, subject to the 

discretion of the presiding officer in all matters of 

decoru• and order. 

7-lz. A co.mittee block scheduling system will be 

implemented In the Senate and House of Representatives. The 

schedule will be coordinated between houses and will be 

adjusted according to the legislature's work load. 

8-1. Each 

CHAPTER 8 

Rules and Journal 

house shall keep a journal 

proceedings~ and may~ In its discretion, from time to 
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publish the same. and the ayes and noes on any question 

shall9 at the request of any two members, be entered on the 

journal. 

8-2. The proceedings of each house which shall be 

entered on its journal Include: 

(1) the number of each bill when it is introduced and 

subsequently considered; the title of each bill shall be 

printed in the Index of the permanent journals• 

(2) every motion and the na•e of the member making it; 

(3) proposed constitutional a•endments which have been 

voted for by two-thirds of the me•bers (~ontana 

Constitution, Art. XIV, S~c. St: 

(4) co.mlttea reports; 

(5) roll call vo~es; 

(6) messages froM the governor and the other house; 

(7) an entry of the oath taken by the members (Sec. 

5-2-214• HCA)• 

8-3. The bills and journal committee of each house 

shall supply the Legislative Council with the contents of 

the daily journal to be proqram•ed on automated equipment, 

examine its journal, distribute a daily journal to all 

legislators, correct any errors, and report each legislative 

day ihaediately after roll call. 

8-~. The journal of the Senate must be authenticated by 

the signature of the president, and the journal of the House 
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of Representatives by the signature of the speaker. The 

dis~ribu~ion of the completed journals shall be •ade by the 

Legislative Council (Sec. 5-11-201 ~hrough 5-11-203o HCA). 

8-S. (1} A joint rule may be repealed or amended only 

with the concurrence of both houses. under the procedures 

adopted by each house for the repeal or aMendment of its own 

rules. 

(2) A joint rule governing the procedure for handling 

bills •ay be temporarily suspended by the consent of 

two-thirds of the members of either house, insofar as it 

applies to the house suspending it. 

(3) Any rules committee report recom.ending a chanqe 

in joint rules shall be referred to the other house for 

concurrent action. Any new rule or any chanqe in the rules 

of either house shall be transmitted to the other house for 

infor•ational purposes. 

8-6. Mason•s Manual of legislative Procedure governs 

the proceedings of the Senate and House of Representatives 

in all cases not covered by these rules. 

8-7. The Legislative Council shall codify and publish 

in one volume the rules of the Senate, the rules of the 

House of Representatives and the joint rules of the Senate 

and House of Representatives. Upon adoption, the secretary 

of the Senate and the chief clerk of the House of 

Representatives shall provide the office of the legislative 
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Council with one copy of all ~tions or resolutions amending 

Senatet House or joint rules, and with copies of all minutes 

and reports of the rules co••ittees. After the rules have 

been published, the Legislative Council shall distribute 

copies as directed by the Senate and House of 

Representatives. 

8-8. Pursuant to the authority established in Sections 

5-11-211 through 5-11-214• the following fee schedule is 

established for the legislative proceedings: 

One complete set of the proceedings of any regular 

session, •~~e l~r an additional $150 is required for 

•ailing. 

One complete set of the proceedings of any special 

session, 125. 

Single copies of billst resolutions, amendments. status 

sheets, or other docu•ents may be purchased according to the 

length of the docu•ent as follows: 

1-5 pages••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s .25 

&-15 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••' .so 

16-40 pageS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.oo 

41-100 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Sl.SO 

101-200 pageS••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••s2.oo 

over 200 pages•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••S4a00 

Copies of enacted bills••••••••••••••••••••••••cost of 

reproduction. 

-lt5- SJR 1 

1 

2 

3 

It 

5 

b 

1 

e 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SJR 0001/0't 

j:wfnfane:of:tis18-shott-b•-ebor~ed--for--ony--docpmcnt 

J:AIIIli.e~illlda 

CHAPTER 9 

Voting Procedure 

9-1· Except as provided in Joint Rule 9-2, every meaber 

presen~ when a question is put shall vote unless the house 

of which he is a me•ber excuses hia. 

9-Z. A .ember who has a personal or private interest ln 

any measure or bill proposed or pending before the 

legislature shall disclose the fact to the house of which he 

is a Member. 

9-3. Amendments to the constitution may be proposed by 

any member of the legislature. If adopted by an affir•ative 

roll call vote of two-thirds of all the •eabers of the 

legislature, the amendment shall be deemed approved by the 

legislature (Montana Constitution, Art. XIV, Sec. 8). 

9-4. When a measure requiring the concurrence of 

two-thirds of the •embers is under consideration, a •ajoritv 

vote is sufficient to decide any question relating to the 

measure short of third reading. 

9-5. A roll call vote shall be taken on the request of 

two members, if the request occurs before the vote is taken. 

9-6. On a roll call vote the names of the members &hall 

be called alphabetically, unless an electrical voting syste. 

is used. A member may not vote or change his vote after the 
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decision is announced from the chair. A member aay not 

e•plain his vote until after the decision is announced fro~ 

the chair. 

9-7. (11 On third readln9 the question shall be stated 

as follows: •Senate (or House) bill nuMber ••••• having been 

read three several tiaes, the question is, shall the bill 

pass (or be concurred in).• 

(Z) If an electrical voting system is used£ ~he 

p~e~+d+ng-o~ftee~-~he++-r+ng-the-be++ tbB-Ae~b&ll_be_LUQg 

after ~~et+ng the question ~-~ and then tbB_p~Lng 

Qf~r shall state •Those in favor vote yee ~ and those 

opposed vote no.• After a reasonable pause the presiding 

officer asks •Has every member voted?• (reasonable pause) 

"Does any ~mber wish to change his or her vote?• 

(reasonable pause) •The clerk (secretary) will now record 

the vote.• 

9-8. Two ~embers may pair on a measure that will be 

determined by a majority vote. On a measure requiring a 

two-thirds vote for adoption three .embers may pair, with 

two members for the measure and one •e•ber against. Pairing 

is permitted only when one o~ the paired members is ebsen~ 

excu&ed when the vote is taken. 

9-9. An agreement to pair must be in writing and dated 

and signed by the members agreeing to be boundt and MUSt 

specify the duration of the pair• When an agreement to pair 
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is filed with the secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of 

the House of Representatives, it shall bind the members 

signing until the expiration of time for which it was 

signed, unless the paired me•bers sooner appear and ask that 

the agree•ent be cancelled. 

9-10. Every vote of each member of the legislature on 

each substantive question in the 

committee, or in CoMmittee of the ~hole 

and made public. on final passage 

legislature, in any 

shall be recorded 

of any bill or joint 

resolution the vote shall be taken by ayes and noes and the 

naaes entered on the journal. Bott-cott-xete#-on=Od•Jtina=aa 

ndv-r••--:c~t%·•--reportx=:2.cend--rcodtnax--aad==an::a±l 

omcndmee~s-offered-in-6ommtttee=Gf-tbft-HbAi•:abatt--itke.t2e 

ll=~ktm==b~u:t=ttDd:::ll!l!llll:::llad::tb&:naiH:ll:::DHUII::!ID:::tbe 

~ltttlllb BOLL CU~UJ&L.LI!f_JU);JLU_,UfLAND NOELAtiQ 

It!LliiAI!.ES~Rf.ILIIti.JI:I£__.1liU&tiAL-OIL. AQDP I ltiG...J.IL-APli£&S..E 

C.OIIIIIIIE.f_JU:f.Cl&L-AtiO ON THOSE MQIIlltl.li_I!All.E__lti_(,QI!tllllff_llf 

Itif-WHQLE REEER&f.U-IP-l~UlH!_BULE 6-26iL!iAl-LHROUUH-_LQla 

A roll call vote shall be taken on nonsubstantive questions 

on the request of two •e•berst who may likewise on any vote, 

request that the ayes and noes be spread upon the journal. 

Roll call votes and other votes which are to be made public 

but are not specifically required to be spread upon the 

journal shall be entered in the •inutes of the appropriate 

committee or of the appropriate house and a copy of such 
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minutes shall be filed with the Montana state historical 

society (Montana Constitution, Art. y, Sec. 11,2))• 

CHAPTER 10 

Consent Calendar 

10-1. Noncontroversial bills and simple and joint 

resolutions qualifying for the consent calendar may be 

processed by a standing co .. lttee according to the following 

provisions: 

(ll To be eligible 

legislation must receive 

for the consent calendary the 

unaniaous vote by the members of 

the standing coam1ttee in attendance (do pass, do pass as 

amended). In addition a motion must be made and passed 

unani•ously to place the legislation on the consent calendar 

and this action reflected in the coamittee report. No 

appropriation or revenue bills •ay be reco•mended for the 

consent calendar. 

(2) The legislation is then sent to printing to be 

prepared as a third reading version and specifically marked 

as a •consent calendar• ite•• 

(3) legislation shall be immediately posted {as soon 

as it is received from printing) on the consent calendar and 

must re•atn there for one legislative day before 

consideration under Order of Business No. 11, Special Orders 

of the Day. At that time, the presiding officer will 

announce consideration of the consent calendar and allow 

-49- SJR 1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Z3 

Zit 

Z5 

SJR 0001/04 

•reasonable ti•e" for questions and answers upon request. No 

debate will be allowed. 

(~) Any three •embers may submit written objections 

and the legislation •ust then be removed froM the consent 

calendar and added to the regular second reading board· 

(5) consent calendar legislation will be voted on 

following third reading. 

(6) legislation on the consent calendar will be voted 

on individually -..ith the roll call vote printed in the 

journal as the final vote on those bills and resolutions. 

(7) Legislation passed on the consent calendar will 

then be transmitted to the second house. 

CHAPTER 11 

Statement of legislative Intent 

ll-1• Definition. For the purpose of c"o~npliance with 

the legislative History Act (Title 5• chapter 4t part 4, 

MCA), a statement of legislative intent regarding a bill 

w111 express the common understanding of those components of 

the legislature voting on the bill. This stateaent differs 

from a purpose clause which is used in general to describe 

the broad overall objectives of a bill while a statement of 

intent Is used to guide the details of interpretation by 

those charged with implementation of the bill and is phrased 

in terms of contingencies. examples£ or other matter 

inappropriate for expression as statutory language. 
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11-2. limitation• A stateMent of intent mav not 

accompany any bill that does not statutorily require one 

unless a coMmittee (standing committee~ committee of the 

whole or conference co•mittee) agrees by a two-thirds vote 

to attach the statement• 

11-3. Statement of Intent to accompany bill -- when -

how. A statement shall accompany a bill as follows: 

(1) Statements of Intent are required for bills 

delegating rulemaklng or licensing authority. The statement 

shall be entered on ALTER• printed on paper of the same 

color and in the sa~ 

atta~hed to the bill. The 

•anner as the bill, and shall be 

statement shall be printed on 

13 paper of the same color as the bill and attached to the bill 

1~ on all subsequent printings of the bill. 

15 (2) The standing com•ittee of the house in which the 

16 bill originates is responsible for authoring a statement of 

17 intent for a bill requiring one. 

18 

19 

11-•· Modification. Any 

considering the bill eay amend a 

co ... ittea 

previous 

subsequently 

state~nent. The 

20 statement of intent will be reflected in the history of the 

Z1 bill. 

22 11-Se Confe~ence co•mittee on intent only. When the 

23 second house concurs In a bill without amend•ents but 

24 supersedes a previous state•ent of intent, the bill may not 

zs be enrolled until both houses have agreed on a stateaent of 
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intent. If the state.ent is attached to a bill that does not 

statutorily require one• the conference comMittee can delete 

the statement in its entirety. 

A new statement of intent written by the second house 

will be processed in the same manner as a second house 

a•end•ent. 

A regular conference comMittee may be appointed solely 

to resolve differences of intent if the second house•s 

statement of intent is not so accepted. 

-End-
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January 13, 1981 

SENATE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

That Senate Joint Resolution No. l be amended as follows:. 

l. Page 3, line 12. 
Following: "SHALL" 
Strike: "CERTIFY AND SIGN" 
Insert: "receive a copy of" 

2. Page 45, lines 19 and 20. 
Strike: All underlined materal. 

There will not be a blue printing. These amendments are the 
changes made in the yellow printing. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1 

INTRODUCED BY STEPHENS 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO AvOPT JOINT RULES 

TO GOVERN THEIR PROCEEulNGS, 

NOH, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

That the following joint rules are adopted: 

JOINT RULES 

CHAPTER 1 

Presiding Officer - oecorum. 

order and Debate 

1-1. The presiding officer of the Senate Is the 

president and the presiding officer of the House of 

Representatives is the speaker. The presiding officer of 

each house shall take the chair on every legislative day at 

th€ hour to which that house adjourned at th~ last sitting. 

After call to order. prayer by the chaplain and roll ca11 9 a 

report on the journal for the preceding legislative day 

shall be given in the presence of a quorum, and each house 

shall proceed with the regular order cf business. 

1-Z. The presiding officert or any member acting as 

presiding officer. of each house shall preserve order and 
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decorum. and in case of disturbance or disorderly conduct, 

may order the galleries or lobbies to be cleared. 

1-3. The presiding o~ficer of each house has general 

control and direction of the hall• chaabert rooast passages 

and corridors of the house over which he presides. Reporters 

on assign•ent in either house are subject to placement by 

the presiding officer. 

1-4· The presiding officer of each house shall decide 

all questions ot order, subject to an appeal by any member 

seconded by two other members. Ho me•ber may speak •ore than 

once on an appeal without the consent of a aajorlty of the 

house of which he is a member. 

1-5. When a member desires to speak he shall rise and 

address the presiding officer andt being recognized, shall 

speak standing in his place unless the presiding officer 

grants permission to speak from so~e other place on the 

floor. When two or more members rise at the same time the 

presiding officer shall name the member who is to speak 

first. 

1-6. When a member has been called to order, he shall 

sit down until the presiding officer deter~ines whether he 

is in order or not. If the member is called to order for 

words spoken in debatt: 9 the language exce:1ted to shall be 

taken down in writing by the chief clerk or secretary. 

1-7. Questions of privilege are: first, those affecting 

Amendments to SJR 1 are on pages 
-2- 19 & 20 only. Refer to SJR 1 

Reference copy for complete text. 
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v, Sec. 11(4))• Appropriation bills for the operation of the 

l~~islature shall be introduced by the chairman of the House 

Com~ittee on Appropriations. 

6-5. Every statute, unless a different time is 

p~escribed therein, takes effect on the first day of July of 

the year of its passage and approval. Every joint 

resolution, unless a different time is prescribed therein 9 

takes effect from its passage (Sections 1-2-201 and 1-2-202, 

MCA)• 

Jl,._-Int,uWui:.t.iJln 

6-6. .Lll 6£1:er-.tAn!!arJ:.U::i~ A ~ilil.a.t.su:_J~ 

ogt. request_wu:L..tb.iiD.._llltL.-1! !lIs from ...tbl:-LIUliliLI:UJu> 

tounkL! BDr=mA¥-o-tcot2intor-tntreduc::~~bon=fiye-~ 

HO&~_A _ _LfGISLAIQB_INTBOQUCE HORE THA~ FIVE Bl!)S. lhili 

limit does not appl~ 

.Ul--hillJi_UQIIlili:t~.tLJILliiJ:...tg ;illml!lr~!i JI:IL_l; ONV EN I NG 

PAlf-OE EACH SESSION~ 

ihl--loterim cammjttge hll1Ai 

1~~-agency bjllsj 

.utL code CliJIIII!i~Lbil.lli>- ar 

iel---C~lltt.iilllll>. llR liB 

Lfl_-SIAHniHG_kQHMJITEf BILbSyt-8ftw; 

t&t--6Pfftlif&iAi%8H=li~ 

iLl_ APPROPBIAILUN BILLS; DR 

.il:il--UHH!Iti !!.UU!U;_lli.~ 
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iLl fi++~~ DDd=-jo+nt=-rc3ftiUtfftft$ •+l~-be-ehee~e~-hy 

BILLS &NO JOINT BESQLUIIONS WILL BE CHECKED BY ttt-a£tt5:*ti& 

~~-Sti&MftfEB=-fli the staff of the 

Legislative Council prior to eefts+&ere~feft-by-e-eem.+~~ee-e~ 

~he--Jegfs~e~~ jotrodyctioo for 8ft6EfiN&-SB:fti!:~k!AHCf 

~proper formnt, style, and legal form. Bills wjll be 

~~~--in QYadLUQli~Q_tbe requesting legjslatALa A 

stamp shall be affixed to the QLLginal bill cover and 

+n+~+e+ed ~~_tg ?nd+ee~Tft9 in~ ~h+~ COUNCIL review. 

If such stamp is not affixed~ e~--~he-~+me the bill +s 

de~+wered--~o--~~--epp~opr+~e--eoMM+~~ee---ehe+rMBfty---~he 

ehe+r•en--~he~~--ee~~-~he--b+~~--~&--be-~reftsM+~~ed~e-th~ 

Eottrtet:t--Tof"-~f"l-rey;.e, JDa.¥_DO..t.._b.e introduced. s++~ .. --wH·~ 

he--en~ered--on--the--a~tome~ed--b+~~-dre~~+~-e~u+p.-n~-end 

~yped-te-fee+++tete-e-mere-~e~+d-repre6net+en•-~~-a-b+++--+s 

ft&~--so--en~ered--pr+or--te--+n~oduet+&ny--Tt--•+~--n~be 

een~~dereft-hy-eny-eo•m+~~ee-an~-~*-fle~-been--~e..+ewed--end 

ent~ed.--~h+s-reyfew-w+++-be-•ed~-eTter-the-e+g~teenth-dey• 

%f-th~-spensor-+s-nc~Tf+ed-ef-e~~b+em-w+th-e-h+~~-end-does 

not-re~~nd-~--~ne--d+ree~er--ef--the--~e~+s~et~e--eeune+~ 

w+th+n--~we--+eg+s~et+ye--SAysy-the-e++~-v+~~-ee-re~erreft-te 

~he-ee-.+ttee-&ft-~~+e§-+n--the--heuse--where--~he--b+++--wes 

+n~redHeedw 

ill A OULing__a sessjoo__a bill may be introduced by 
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