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SENATE BILL HO. 468
INTRODUCLED BY TOWE, COZIENS, H. annmﬂéaw, MAZURER
BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICYARY COMMITTEE

IN THE BERATE

13, 1931 Introduced and referred to
Committee on Judiciary.
19, 19%8) , Committee recommend bill do
pags, Report adopted,
20, 1981 Bill printed snd placed on
nenbers® deskas,
21, 19281 Hotion pass consideration,
23, 1881 Second reading, do paas.
24, 1981 Correctly engromsead,
253, 1981 , Third reading, psssed,
. hy&“’ ’ia’ ms, 0.
Transnitted to House,
IR THE HOURE
1981 Introduced and referred to
_ Committee on Judiclary,
1981 Committee recommend bill be
concurred in., FReport adopted,
198) Cn motion rules suspended and
bill allowed to be transmitted
on the 7ist legislative day,
Motion adopted.
1981 Sncond reading, concurred in.

On motion rules suspended and
bill placed on third reading
this day.

Third reading, concurred in.
Ayes, 89; Hoes, 7.
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BILL NOe.

INTRODUCED BY < % W%ﬁwﬂ

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM

JURISDICTIDNAL AMDUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES® COURTS TD
$34500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-506y MCA™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 3-10-301y MCAs is amended to read:
m3-10-301s Civil jJurisdictions (1) Except as provided

in subsection {2) and in 3-11-103s the justices®" courts have

Jurisdictlion:

{a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of
money only if the sum claimed does not excead siysaé 532500y
exclusive of court costsj

{b) in actions for damages not exceeding 539500
$32500+ exclusive of court costsy for takingy detainings or
injuring personal property or for injury to real property
when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the
defendant involving the title to or possession of the real
property;

{c}y in actions for damages not exceeding $iv508
332500y exclusive of court costss for injury to the persons

except thaty Iin actions far false imprisonments tibels
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LC 1428701

standers ¢riminal conversations seductione maliciocus
prosecutione determination of paternitys and abductions the
justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction;

(d) in actions te recover the possession of persanal
property if the value of the property does not exceed $tvy-96
332+500;

(e) in actions for a finey penaltys or forfeiture not
exceeding 4%y508 3$3:500+ imposed by a statute or an
ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no Issue is
raised by the answer involving the 1legality of any taxs
imposts assessments tolle or municipal fines;

{f) in acticons upon bonds or undertakings conditioned
for the payment of money when the sum claimed doces not
exceed $3vy5080 $33500+ though the penalty may exceed that
sum;

{g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of
money on  the confession of a defendant when the amount
confessed does not exceed $+y566 $3,500+ exclusive of court
CO5tsSe

{2} Justices® courts do not have jurisdiction in civil
actions that wmight result in a2 judgment against the state
for the payment of money."

Section 2« Section 25-31-506y MCAy is amended to read:

"25-31-506+ Compulsory counterclaime If the defendant

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in

-2- INTRODUCED BILL
S B4 ¥
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25-31-505s neither he nor his assignee can aftarward
maintaln an action against the plalntiff therefors If the
counterclaim exceeds %386 $31500y he need not set it up.”™

-End-
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Approved by Committee

on Judiciary

BILL NO.

INTRODUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO RAISE THE HAXTHUM

JURISDICTIONAL AMDUNT IMN CIYIL CASES IN JUSTICES® COURTS Tu
$3,500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-50&s MCA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section 1. Section 3-10-30ls MCAs is amended to readg:
"3-10-301s Civil jurisdictions {1) Except as provided

in subsection (2) and in 3-11-103, the justices® <ourts have

jurisdiction:

(a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of
money only If the sum claimed does not exceed $3¢y586 332500y
exclusive of court costss;

{b) in actions for damages not exceeding $1vy599
$3+509y exclusive of court costsy for takingy detainings or
injuring personal property or for injury to real property
when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the
defendant involving the title to or possession of the real
propertyst

{cy in actions for damages not exceeding $iv580
$32500y exclusive of court costse for injury to the persons

except thate In actions for false imprisonments libels
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slandere cr iminal conversations seductions malicious
prosecutlones determination of paternitys and abductione the
Jjustice of the peace does not have jurisdiction;

{d) in actions to recover the possession of personal
property §if the value of the property does not exceed $ivSR3
3325005

{e) in actions for a finey penaltys or forfeiture not
exceeding %ivy569 335500y imposed by a statute or an
ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue is
raised by the answer involving the legality of any taxe
imposty assessmenty to¥ly or municipal fine;

{f) in actions upor bonds or undertakings conditioneq
for the payment of money when the sum claimed does not
exceed $t¢588 $33500+ though the penalty may exceed that
sumj

{g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of
money on the confession of a defendant when the asmount
confessed does not exceed $+vy506 $325Q0y exclusive of court
costse

(2) Justices® courts do not have jurisdiction in civil
actions that wmight result in a judgment against the state
for the payment of money.™

Section 2« Section 25-31-506¢ MCAy i5s amended to read:

n25-31-506« Compulsory counterclaime« If the defendant

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in

-Z_
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1 25-31-505s neither he nor his assignee can afterward

2 maintain an action against the plaintiff therefor. If the

3 counterclaim exceeds $306 $3+500y he need not set It up.®
-End-
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BILL NOe.

INTRODUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM

JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES® COURTS TO
$34500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-506&y MCh.®™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:®
Section ls Section 3-10-301y MCAy is amended to read:
#3-10-301. Civil jurisdictions (L) Except as provided

in subsection {2} and in 3-11-103, the justices® courts have

jurisdiction:

{a) 1in actions arising on contract for the racovery of
money only If the sum claimed does not excedd $iy588 $3s500y
exclusive of court costs;

(b) in actions for damages not eXceeding $v560
$32500+ exclusive of court costss for takinges detainings or
injuring personal property or for injury to real property
when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the
defendant Involving the title to or possession of the real
property;

{c) in actions for damages not exceeding $+y508
$32500» exclusive of court costse for injury to the persony

except thaty 1in actions for false imprisonmenty libel,
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slandery criminal conversations seductions maliclious
prosacutiony determination of paternitys and abductione the
justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction;

(d) in actions to recover the possession of personal
property if the value of the property does not exceed $tvy568
£325005

(e) ian actions for a finey penaltys or forfeiture not
excesding &%y580 $3+50Q0+ imposed by a statute or an
ordinance of an incerperated city or town whem no issue is
raised by the answer involving the legality of any taxs
imposty assessmenty tolls ar municipal fine;

{f) in actions upen bonds or undertakings conditioned
for the payment of money when the sum claimed does not
exceed 4%%vy586 $3+500¢ though the penalty may exceed that
sumj

(g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of
money on the confession of a defendant when the a2mount
confessed does not exceed $3vy596 $33500+ exclusive of court
castse

(2) Justices? courts do not have jurisdiction in civil
actions that might result in a judgment against the state
for the payment of money."

Section 2. Section Z5-31-506s MCAy is amended to reads:

n25-31-506« Compulsory counterciaime If the defendant

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in

-
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25-31-5059y neither he nor his assignee can afterward
maintain an action against the plaintiff therefore. If the
counterclaim excaeds $380 $3:500s he need not set it up«*

~End—
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SENATE BILL NO. 468

INTRODUCED BY TOWEs COZZENSe M. ANDERSONMs MAZUREK

8Y REQUEST OF THE SENATE JUDIC IARY COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM
JURISOICTIONAL - AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES' COURTS TO

$39500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-30@ and 25-31-506¢ MLaA.™

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE SYATE OF MONTANA:
Section le. Section 3-10-30iks MCAy is amended to read:
"3-10-301s Civil jurisdictione {1) Except as provided

in subsection (2} and in 3-11-103y the justices® courts have

Jurisdiction:

{a) in actions arising on contract For the recovery of
money only if the sum claimed does not exceed $i+588 £35500»
exclusive of court costs;

{b) in actions for damages not exceeding $tv560
$3+500+ exclusive of court costses for takings detsinings or
injuring personal property or for injury to real property
when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the
defendant involving the title to or possession of the real
property;

(c) in actions for damages not exceeding %tv500
33,500+ exclusive of court <€ostsy fOr injury to the persons

except thates in actions Ffor false imprisonmenty libels
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standers criminal conver sati any seductions maticious
prosecutions determination of paternity: and abductions the
justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction;

{d} i1n actions to recover the possession of personal
property if the value of the property does not exceed $#1v560

(e} in actions for a fines penaltys or forfeiture not
exceeding $1vy560 $3,500y iwpused by a statute or an
ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue is
raised by the answer involving the 1legality of any taxe
imposts assessments tolls orF municipal fine;

(F) in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned
for the payment of money when the sum <claimed does not
exceed $1+500 $3,500+ though the penalty may exceed that
sum;

{g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of
money on the confession of a defendant when the amount
confessed does not exceed $1v5060 $3:500. exclusive of court
(.13 £

{2y Justices® courts do not have jurisdiction in civil
actions that wmight result in a judgwent 3gainst the state
for the payment of money.”

Section 2. Section 25-31-506+ MCAy is amended to read:

®25-31-506+ Compulsory counterclaime If the defendant

omits to Set up a counterclaim in the cases menticoned in
-2- S8 4&8
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25-31-503: neither he nor his assignee can afterward
maintain an action against the plaintiff therefor. If the
counterclaim exceeds 4368 $3:500+y he need not set it upe™

-End-

- 3= 58 468



