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INTRODUCED 
d~ "",~· f{i ~1f''L BY~ 

BY REQUEST OF TAE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM 

JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES• COURTS TO 

S3o500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-506, MCA•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-301• MCA, is amended to read: 

•3-10-301. Civil jurisdiction. (1) Except as p~ovided 

in subsection (2) and In 3-11-103• the justices• courts have 

jurisdiction: 

(a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of 

money only tf the sum clai~d does not exceed •~y588 ~' 

exclusive of court costs; 

(b) in actions for daMages not exceeding $1,y566 

ll~SOU• exclusive of court costs, for taking, detaining, or 

injuring personal property or for injury to real property 

when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the 

defendant involving the title to or possession of the real 

property; 

(c I In actions for damages not exceeding Sty589 

a3~9 exclusive of court costs, for injury to the person• 

except that, in actions for false imprisonment• libelt 
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LC 1428/01 

slander, criminal conversation, seduction• •alicious 

prosecution, deter•inatlon of paternity, and abductiont the 

justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction; 

(d) in actions to recover the possession of perse"!na1 

property if the value of the property does not exceed •~•~&e 

.llrlll.ll; 

(e) in actions for a fine, penalty, or forfeiture not 

exceeding •~488 ~. imposed by a statute or an 

ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue is 

raised by the answer involving the legality of any tax, 

impost, assessment, tollt or •unicipal fine; 

(f) in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned 

for the payment of •oney when the sum clai•ed does not 

exceed •~y589 ~' though the penalty •ay exceed that 

SUIII; 

(g) to take and enter judg•ent for the recovery of 

money on the confession of a defendant when the a.ount 

confessed does not exceed •~y589 ~' exclusive of court 

costs. 

(2) Justices• courts do not have jurisdiction in civil 

actions that might result in a judgment aqainst the state 

for the payment of money.• 

Section z. Section 25-31-506, MCA, is amendEd to read: 

"25-31-506. Compulsory counterclaim. If the defendant 

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in 

-z- I N T R 0 D U C E D 
S B /.It:,~ 
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LC 1428/01 

1 25-31-505, neither he nor his assignee can afterward 

2 maintain an action against the plaintiff therefor. If the 

3 counterclai• exceeds $396 1~Q, he need not set it up.• 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judicililry 

BILL NO• ~ -~ 
INTRODUCED BY"*"' J..:-12 - '" ~A_~...--;j./1:l"l._ 

BY 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RAISE THF MAXIMUM 

JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES• COURTS TO 

S3.500; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-506• HcA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-301• MCA• is amended to read: 

"3-10-301. Civil jurisdiction. (1) Except as provided 

in subsection (2) and in 3-11-103, the justices• courts hdve 

jurisdiction: 

(~) in actions arising on contract tor the recovery of 

money only ff the sum clai•ed does not exceed •~y§89 ~. 

exclusive of court costs; 

(b) In actions for da•ages not exceeding ·~y!iBB 

J3L2QO• exclusive of court costs• for taking. detaining, or 

injuring personal property or for injury to real property 

when no issue is raised by the verified answer of the 

defendant involving the title to or possession of the real 

property; 

(c) in actions for damages not exceeding •iy589 

~~9 exclusive of court costs9 for injury to the person, 

except that, In actions for false imprisonment, libel, 
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slander, criminal conversation, seduction, •al icious 

prosecution• determination of paternity, and abductiont the 

justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction; 

(d) in actions to recover the possession of persnoal 

property If the value of the property doe~ not exceed •~•5~a 

n~; 

(e) in actions for a fine, penalty. or forfeiture not 

exceeding •~see ~og, I•posed by a statute or an 

ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue Is 

raised by the answer involving the legality of any tax. 

impost 9 assessment, tollt or .unlclpal fine; 

(f) in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned 

for the payment of •oney when the sum claiaed does not 

exceed •~y5&8 J~• though the penalty •ay exceed that 

sum; 

(g) ~o take and enter jud9Ment for the recovery of 

money on the confession of a defendant when the a•ount 

confessed does not exceed •~yS&& ~. exclusive of court 

costs. 

(2) Justices• courts do not have jurisdiction in civil 

actions that might result In a judgment against the state 

for the payment of money." 

Section 2. Section 25-31-506 9 MCAt is amended to read: 

"25-31-506. Compulsory counterclaim. If the defendant 

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in 

-2-
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LC 1428/01 

1 25-31-505, neither he nor his assignee can afterward 

2 maintain an action against the plaintiff therefor. If the 

3 counterclaim exceeds •398 ~' he need not s~t 1t up.• 

-End-

-3-
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INTRODUCED BY 

BY 

BILL,NOo ff1 ~Ltu--71t:;:r<i 
RY COMMITTEE SENATE JUDICIA 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM 

JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES• COURTS TO 

$3,500; A~ENDING SECTIONS 3-10-301 and 25-31-506t MCA·• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE DF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 3-10-301, MCA, is amended to read: 

•3-10-301. Civil jurisdiction. (11 Except as provided 

in subsection (2) and in 3-ll-103t the justices• courts have 

jurisdiction: 

(a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of 

money only If the sum clal.ed does not exceed •i•§99 ~' 

exclusive of court costs; 

(b) In actions for damages not ~xceeding ftT~H~6 

JJ£500• exclusive of court costs, for taking, detaining, or 

Injuring personal property or for injury to real property 

when no Issue is raised by the verified answer of the 

defendant Involving the title to or possession of the real 

property; 

(c 1 In actions for damages not exceeding •~y~88 

~· exclusive of court costs, for injury to the person, 

except that, in actions for false imprisonMent, libel, 
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slander, criminal conversation, seduction,. •aliclous 

prosecutlont deter•ination of paternity, and abduction, the 

justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction; 

(d) in actions to recover the possession of personal 

property If the value of the property does not exceed •~yS9~ 

~; 

(e) in actions for a fine, penaltyt or forfeiture not 

exce~ding ·~§89 ~' i•posed by a statute or an 

ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no Issue is 

raised by the answer Involving the legality of any tax, 

Impost, assessment, toll,. or .unicipal fine; 

(f) in actions upon bonds or undertakings conditioned 

for the payment of •oney when the sum clai•ed does not 

exceed •+yS&9 J~, though the penalty •ay exceed that 

sum; 

(g) to take and enter judq•ent for the recovery of 

money on the confession of a defendant when the a•ount 

confessed does not exceed •~ysee ~,. exclusive of court 

costs. 

(2) Justices• courts do not have jurisdiction in civil 

actions that might result in a judgment against the state 

for the payment of money." 

Section 2. Section 25-31-506, MCA, is am@nded to read; 

"25-31-506• Compulsory counterclaim. If the defendant 

omits to set up a counterclaim in the cases mentioned in 

-2-
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1 25-31-505, neither he nor his assiqnee can afterward 

2 maintain an action against the plaintiff therefor_. If the 

3 counterclaim exceeds •388 ~· he need not set It up.• 

-End-

-3-
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SENATE BILL NO. 468 

2 INTRODUCED BY lOWE• COZZENS, Ho ANDERSON• MAZUREK 

3 BY REQUEST Of THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

4 

~ A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO RAISE THE MAXIMUM 

6 JURISDICTIONAL AMOUNT IN CIVIL CASES IN JUSTICES' COURTS TO 

1 S3,SOO; AMENDING SECTIONS 3-1Q-301 and 25-31-506 9 H(A,• 

8 

q BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

10 Section 1. Section 3-10-301, "CAt is amended to read: 

11 "3-lD-301. Civil jur-is.dlction. (1} Except as provided 

12 in subsec~ion (2) and in 3-11-103, the justices• courts have 

l3 Jurisdiction: 

14 (a) in actions arising on contract for the recovery of 

15 money only if the su~ claimed does not exceed •~~sea ~SOOt 

16 exclusive of court costs; 

11 (h) in actions for damages not exceeding ~tT-§e6 

18 l~~QQ• exclusive of court costs. for takingt detdining, or 

19 Injuring personal property or for injury to real property 

zo when no tssue is rai5ed by the verified answer of the 

21 defendant involving the title to or possession of the real 

22 prc;perty; 

23 (c) in actions for da•ages not exceeding *t•5ea 

24 !lL~QQ• exclusive of court costs, for injury to the person• 

25 except that, in actions for false imprisonment, 1 ibel, 
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slander• criRtinal conver sati Ofh seduction, malicious 

prosecution, determination of paternitY• and abduction, the 

justice of the peace does not have jurisdiction; 

(d) in actions to recover the possession of personal 

property if the value of the property does not exceed ~+.§&e 

!3,~.QQi 

'"' in actions for a fine• penaltyw or forfeiture not 

exceeding ~~~ee !J~2Q• i•posed by a $tatute or an 

ordinance of an incorporated city or town when no issue is 

raised by the answer involving the legality of any tax, 

impost, assessment, toll, or •unicipal fine; 

(f) in actions upon bonds or undertakings cond itl oned 

for the payment of money when the sum claiMed does not 

exceed ~~~~ee $3,~00~ though the penalty may exceed that 

sum; 

(g) to take and enter judgment for the recovery of 

money on the confession of a defendant when the amount 

confessed does not exceed •+•~99 $3,500, exclusive of court 

costs. 

(2) Justices• courts do not have jurisdiction in civil 

actions that might result in a judg.ent against the state 

for the payment of money." 

Section 2. Section 25-31-506• HCA, is asaended to read: 

"25-31-506. Compulsory counterclaiM• If the defendant 

o~its to set up a counterclai• in the cases ~ntioned in 

-2- SB 4&8 
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1 ls-31-505. neither he nor his assagnee can afterward 

2 maintain an dCtion against the plaintiff therefor. If the 

3 counterclaim exceeds 4398 }3t500• he need not set it up•" 

-end-

-3- SB 468 


