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LY REQUEST OF

INTRODUCED 3Y

Thi: SEEATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESCURCES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ®AN ACT T0 PRGVIDE  THAT THE
TRUSTECS OF A SCHCOL DISTRICT CPERATING AM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
OF LFSS THAN 1G ANB OR A HIGH SCHOOL OF LESS THAN 25 ANB FOR
2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS  SHaLL APPLY TO HAVE THE SCHGOL
CLASSIFIFD AS AN ISCLATED SCHDOL; AMENDING SECTION 20-9-302y

HCALY

BRE IT ENACTED BY THL LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE COF MONTANA:R
Section le Section 20-9-302y MCAs is amended FO reads
"20-9-302« School isclations (1) The trustees of any

district operating an elementary school of 12ss than 10 ANB

or a nigh school of Tess than 25 ANB for 2 gonsecuiive.ya2rs
shall  ennuatty apply te  have the school classified a2s an
isclatad schocla The application shall be submitted by the
trustees to ths county Superintendent by May 1 each of the
szcongd copsecuiive year that _epcellmept. . f2alls_ below _the
aEgunt_specified ip this_subsections Such applicstion shald
irclucat

{a} the name of each pupil who will attend the schnel

during the ensuing schocl fiscal ysar with the distance the
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pupil resides from the nearest county road aor highway;

(b} a description of conditions affecting
transportation such as poor roadse mountainse rivarss or
other obstacles to travaly the distance the school is frow
the nearest open schopol having reom and facilities for 1ne
pupils of such schocls or any othar canditicon that would
result in an unusual hardship tco the pupils of the schocl if
they were transported to another schoolj and

{c} any other information prescribed by the
superintendent of public instructione

{2} The county stiperintendent s5hall submit the
applications to the beard of county commissioners (budget
bozrd) for their consideratien on or before May 1%. The
budget board shall approve or disapprove the application on
the basis of the criteria establishad by the sunerintendent
of public instructione The budgel board 3150 may approve an
applicztion becsuse of the existence of other conditions
which would result in an unusual hardship to the pupils of
such scheool if they were transperted to znother schocls

{2} %hzn an application s approvady the  county
superintendent shall submit such application ta the
superintendent of public instructicen bafors June le. The
supz=rintendent of public Instruction shall  approve or
disaposrove such application for isclated classification by

tie fourth Monday of June on the Sasis of  the inrfar~»atijiorn

INTRODUCED BILL



LG 1444701

supplied by tha application or abjactive information the
superintendent of sublic instruction mzy ccllect o his own
initiative. No elementary or hich schocl =shall be considered
an isclated schoc) until the approval of the superintendent
of public instruction has been received,"

-End-



STATE DF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. 370-81
FISCAL NOTE

Form Bl-15

In compliance with a written request received February 13 .19 8l . there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for __Senate Bill A456. ______ pursuant to Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA).

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members
of the Legislature upon reqguest.

Description of Proposed Legislation

A proposal to continue the flow of State Equalization monies to non-isolated school
districts the first year of their non-isclation.

Assumptions

1, There are 16 non-isolated schools of less than 10 ANB. This figure will remain
constant.

2. Eleven schools of less than 10 ANB closed last year. This figure remains constant.
3. The Foundation Program will remain the same.

Expenditure Impact

11 school distrists x $5,280.80 = $58,088.80. $58,000 each year of the biennium from
the State General Fund.

Technical Note

Increases provided for foundation program support in the next biennium will
increase the amount of General Fund required for financing this proposal.

BUDGET DIRECTOR
Office of Budget and Pragram Planning

Date: 2- /f' g’/__
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Approved by Conmittee
on Education

INTROOUCED BY

BY REQUEST OF

THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
TRUSTECGS OF A SCHOOL BISTRICT OPERATING AN ELEMENTARY SCHOGL
OF LFSS THAN 10 ANB OR A HIGH SCHDOL OF LESS THAN 25 ANB FOR
2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS  SHALL APPLY TO HAVE THE SCHOOL
CLASSIFIED AS AN ISOLATED SCHOOL§ AMENDING SECTION 20-9-302,

HCA™

BE IT EZNACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le« Section 20-9-302y MCA, is amended to read:
n20-9=-302« School isolation. (1} The trustees of any

district operating ‘an elementary school! of less than 10 ANB

or a nigh school of less than 25 ANB for_ 2 consecutive yesrs
shall enmuedty apply to bhave the school c¢lassified as an
isclatad schools The application shall be submitted by the
trustees to the county Superintendent by May 1 =sech of the
sscond consecutive year that_ enroliment falls _below _the
apount specified in this subsections Such application shall
includes

{a) the name of each pupil who will attend the school

during the ensuing schocl fiscal yzar with the distance the

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
1a
19
20

21

22

23

Z4

25

LC 1444701

pupil resides from the nearest county rcad or highways;

(b) a description of canditions affecting
transportation such as poor roadse mountainse riverss or
other obstacles to travely the distance the school is from
the nearest open school having room and facilities for the
pupils of such schooly or any other condition that would
result in an unusual hardship tc the pupils of the school if
they were transported to another school; and

(c) any other information prescribed by the
superintendent of public instructione

{2) The county super intendent shall submit the
applications to the board of county commissioners (budget
board) for their consideration on or before May 15+ The
budget board shall approve or disapprove the applicatioen on
the basis of the criteria established by the sunerintendent
of public instructions The budget board also may approve an
application because of the existence of other conditions
which would result in an unusual hardship te the pupils of
such scheool if they were transperted to another schocla

{3) When an application 1is approvaeds the county
superintendent shall submit such application to the
superintendent of public instruction beforz June le The
superintendent of public instruction shalt approve or
disapprove such application for isclated classification by

the fourth Monday of June on the basis of the inforxation

SECOND

SB #54
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supplied by the application or objective information the
superintendent of public instruction may ccellect on his own
initiatives No elementary or nigh school shall be considered
an isclated schocl until the approval of the superintendent
of public instruction has been receiveda™

-End-

-3~
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£ BILL NG« 4[;_'&_/

INTRUDUCED BY —

BY REQUEST aF

THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESCURLES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLEG: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
TRUSTECS OF A SCHUDL DISTRICT OPERATING AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
OF LESS THAN 10 ANB OR A HIGH SCHOOL OfF LESS THAN 25 ANB FODR
2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS SHALL APPLY TO HAVE THE SCHOOL
CLASSIFIED AS AN ISOLATED SCHOOL; AMENDING SECTION 20-9=302,

MCALM

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 20-9-30Z2s MCA, §s amended to read:
"20-9-302+ School isclatione. (1) The trustees of any

district operating an elemeatary scheool of less than 10 ANBE

or a high school of less than 25 ANB for ? consecutive years
shall wnnua¥ty apply to have the school classified as an
isolatad schoole The application shall be submitted by the
trustees to the county superintendent by May 1 eameh pf the
second consecutive year that sorollment _falls_ _belou _the
amount _specified in this subsactigne Such apnlicstion shall
incluce:

{a) the noame of each pupil who will attend the school

auring the ensuing schocl fiscal ycar with the distance the
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pupil resides from the neare#t county road or highways;

{b) a description of conditions affecting
transportation such as poor roadses mountainss riverss or
other obstacles to travely the distance the school is frow
the nearest open school having room and facilities for the
pupils of such schools or any other condition that would
result in an unusual hardship tc the pupils of the school if
they were transported to another school; and

(c) any other information prescribed by the
sugerintendent of public instructions

(2) The county super intendent shall submit the
applications to the board of county commissicners (budget
board) for their consideration on or before May 15. The
budget board shall approve or disapprove the application on
the basis of the criteria established by the superintendent
of public instfuctiuno The budget board also may approve an
application because of the existence of other conditions
which would result in an unusual hardship to the pupils of
such school if they were transported to another schoole

{3) %hen an application is approveds +the county
superintendent shall submit such application to the
superintendant of public instruction before June le The
superintendent of public instruction shall approve or
disapprove such application for isclated classification by

the fourth Monday of June on the basis of the information
2= THIRD READING

SR YHuw
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supplied by the applicatior or objective information the
super intendent of public Instruction may collect on his own
initiatives No elementary or high schocl shall be considered
an isclated school until the approval of the superintendent
of public instruction has been received.®

—End-
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SENATE BILL NO. 456
INTRODUCED BY MAZUREKs B. BROWN
BY REQUEST OF

THE SENATE COMMITYEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURLES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE
TRUSTEES OF A SCHOOL NISTRICT OPERATING AN ELEMENTFARY 5CHOCL
OF LESS THAN 10 ANB OR A HIGH SCHOOL OF LESS THAN 2% ANB FOR
2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS SHALL APPLY T¥YO0 HAVE THE SCHOOL
CLASSIFIED AS AN ISOLATED SCHOOL; AMENDING SEEFEOGN SECTIONS

20-9-302 AND_20-9-303s MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section l. Section 20-9-302y MCAs is amended to read:
#20-9-302+. School isolation. (1) The trustees of any

district oaperating an elementary school of less than 13 AND

or a high school of less than 25 ANE for 2 consecutive years

shall amnnuatty apply to have the school «classified as an
isolated schoole The application shall be submitted by the
trustees to the county superintendent by May 1 eaeh of _the

second consecutive year that__enrollment falls below the

amount specitfieg in_this subsections Such application shall
include:
fay the name of each pupil who will attend the school

during the ensuing schoal fiscal year with the distance the
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pupi) resides from the nearest county road or highway;

{b) a description of conditions affecting

transportation such as poar roadss MouNntainse riverss or
other obstacles to travel: the distance the school is from
the nearest open school having' room and facilities for the
pupils of such schools ©or any other condition that would
result in an unusual hardship to the pupils of the school if
they were transported to another school; and

(c) any other information prescribed by the
superintendent of public instruction,

{2} The county superintendent shaltl submit the
applications to the board of county commissioners (budget
board} for their consideration on or before May 15. The
budget board shall approve or disapprove the application on
the basis of the criteria established by the superintendent
of public instruction. The budget board also may approve an
application because of the existence of other conditions
which would result in an uvnusual hardship to the pupils of
such school if they were transported to another school.

{3) #hen an application is approved. the county
superintendent shall submit such applicstion to the
superintendent of public instruction before June 1. The
super intendent of public instruction shall approve or

disapprove such application for isolated <¢lassification by

the fourth Monday of June on the basis of the information

-2- 5B 456
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supplied by the application or objective information the
superintendent of public instruction may collect on his own
initi1ative. No elementary or high school shall be considered
an isolated schocl until the approval of the superintendent
of public instructicn has hLheen receiveds®

SECTION 2. _SECYION 20-9-30Q3y MCAs [S_AMENOUED_TO_READ:

"20-9-303. Definition of foundaticon program and its
proportion of the maximum-general-fund-without-a-voted-levy
schedule amount ~- nonisolated schoal foundation program
financing -— special education funds. (1) As used in this
titles the term “foundation program™ shall mean the minimum
operating expendituress as established hereiny that are
sufficient to provide for the educational program of a
schoal. The foundation program relates only to those
expenditures authorized by a district's generat fund budget
and shall not include expenditures from any other funda. It
shall be financed by:

{a} county egualization moneys;

{b) state equalization aid; and

{c} when requireds moneys from an additional state
levy for a state deficiencya.

(2) The dollar amount of the foundation program shaltl
be 80% of the
maximum-general-fund-budget-without-a-voted-levy limitation

as set forth in the schedules in 20~5-316 through 20-9-32].

-3- SB 456
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The foundation program of an elementary school having an ANB

of nine or fewer pupils for_ 2 consecutive years which 15 not

approved 4as an isolated school under the provisions of
20-9-302 shall be B80% of the schedule amounty but the <ounty
and state shall participate in financing one-half of the
foundation programe and the district shall finance the
remaining one-half by a tax levied on the property of the
districts When a school of nine or fewer pupils is approved
as isolated under the provisions of 20-9-302, the county and
state shall participate in the financing of the total amount
of the Foundation program.

{3) funds provided to support the special ecucation
accounting budget may be expended only for special education
puUrposes as approved by the superintendent of public
instruction in accordance with the special education
budgeting provisions of this title. Expenditures for special
education shall be accounted for separately from the balance
of the school district general funde Transfers between items
within the special education budget for accounting purposes
may be made at the discretion of the beard of trustees in
accordance with the financial administration part of this
titles The unexpended balance of the special education
accounting budget shall carry over 0 the next y2ar Lo
reduce the amount of funding required to finance the

district's ensuing year's maximum-budget-without—-a-vote For

~b— 5B 456



S8 0456702

special education.™

-End-

-5~ SB 456



HOUSE EDUCATION COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SB 456
March 9, 1981

1. Page 1, line 10.
Following: "20-9-302"
Insert: "and 20-9-303"

2. Page 3.

Following: 1line 5

Insert: "20-9-303. Definition of foundation program and its propor-
tion of the maximum-general-fund-without-a-voted-levy schedule
amount —-- nonisolated school foundation program financing ==
special education funds. (1) As used in this title, the term

"foundation program" shall mean the minimum operating expenditures,
as established herein, that are sufficient to provide for the
educational program of a school. The foundation program relates
only to those expenditures authorized by a district's general fund
budget and shall not include expenditures from any other fund. It
shall be financed by:

(a) county equalization moneys;

(b) state equalization aid; and

(c) when required, moneys from an additional state levy for
a state deficiency.

(2) The dollar amount of the foundation program shall be 80% of
the maximum-general-fund-budget~without-a~voted-levy limitation
as set forth in the schedules in 20-9-316 through 20-9-321. The
foundation program of an elementary school having an ANB of nine
or fewer pupils for two consecutive years which is not approved
as an isolated school under the provisions of 20-9-302 shall be
80% of the schedule amount, but the county and state shall parti-
cipate in financing one-half of the foundation program, and the
district shall finance the remaining cne-half by a tax levied on
the property of the district. When a school of nine or fewer
pupils is approved as isolated under the provisions of 20-9-302,
the county and state shall participate in the financing of the
total amount of the foundation program.

(3} Funds provided to support the special education accounting
budget may be expended only for special education purposes as
approved by the superintendent of public instruction in accordance
with the special education budgeting provisions of this title.
Expenditures for special education shall be accounted for separately
from the balance of the school district general fund. Transfers
between items within the special education budget for accounting
purposes may be made at the discretion of the board of trustees in
accordance with the financial administration part of this title.
The unexpended balance of the special education accounting budget
shall carry over to the next year to reduce the amount of funding
required to finance the district's ensuing year's maximum-budget-
without-a~vote for special education."

BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED




