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SENATE SILL NO. 442 

INTRODUCED BY S. BRONN, HIMSL 

BY REQUEST OP THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

February 12, 1981 

February 20, 1981 

February 21, 1981 

February 23, 1981 

February 24, 1981 

February 2~, 1981 

March J, 1981 

March 10, 1981 

March 24, l tiU 

March 28, 1981 

March 30, 1981 

IN THi SBNATI 

Introduced and referred to 
Cosittee on Local Government. 

Committee recommend 
4o pass aa amended. 
adopted. 

bill 
Report 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 50; Noea, o. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Local Government. 

Rereferred to Co~ittee on 
State Administration. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in aa aaended. 
Report adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended •nd 
hill allowed to be transmitted 
on 7lst legislative day. 
Motion adopted. 



March 31, 1981 

April 1, UBl 

April 10, 1981 

April 11, lUl 

·Third reat'Jin;, coneurred in 
as amended. Ayes, 67; Noes, 32. 

IN THE SENATE 

Returned from Rouse with 
amendMnta. 

S•cond reading, amendaents 
concurred in. 

Third reading, amendment• 
concurred in. Ayae, 47J 
Noes, 1. Bent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 
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---- BILL NO. ~ INTRODUCED BY~C~( BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COHHITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE FDR COUNTY 

AND MUNICIPAL REGULATION OF BOXING AND WRESTLING ~ATCHES; 

REOUIRING PERHITS THEREFOR; REQUIRING SAFETY RULES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION OF TAXES ON THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH 

EVENTS; AND REPEALING SECTION 7-21-4211• HCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. local govern•ent permits for boxing and 

wrestling matches safety tax. ( 1) No person may 

sponsor or promote any prizefight or public sparring, 

boxing, or wrestling match or eKhibition without a per~it 

issued and in effect as provided in this section. No person 

may provide physical facilities for or act as a second or 

principal in any prizefight or public sparrlng 9 boxing, or 

wrestlin9 ~atch or exhibition, knowing or having reasonable 

ceuse to believe that the sponsor or promotor of such event 

does not have a permit issued and in effect as provided In 

this section. 

tZ) A local government may permit and regulate 

prizefights or public sparring. boxing• or wrestlinq ~atches 

or exhibitions subject to the following: 
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LC 1311/01 

(a) The local government governing body must• prior to 

the issuance of any peraitt adopt rules, by ordinance, 

qoverning prizefights and public sparring9 boxingt and 

wrestling matches. The rules shall provide reasonable 

measures for the fair conduct of the ~atches or exhibitio~s 

and for the protection of the health and safety of the 

principals. The rules shall require a physical examination 

of each principal prior to each match or exhibition and the 

attendance of a licensed physician at ringside. 

(b) The local government governinq body shall require 

a permittee to provide a surety bond in an amount determined 

sufficient by the governing body. Any person injured by the 

willfulw malicious, or wrongful act of the permittee may 

bring an action on the surety bond in his own name to 

recover damages suffered as a result of such act by the 

permittee. 

(c) The local government may charge the permittee a 

feew commensurate with the cost of providing the 

certificate. 

(d) For an event under this section, only one permit 

is required. A county shall regulate such events within the 

county but not within a municipality, and a municipality 

shall regulate such events within its muniGipal boundaries. 

(3) A local governmen-t may levy a tax., at a rate 

determined by the local government governing body, on the 
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LC 1317/01 

1 gross proceeds of an event for which they have issued a 

2 permit under the provisions of this section. The proceeds of 

3 the tax shall be paid into the general funo of the local 

4 government• 

5 (4) Nothing in this section may be construed to 

6 require a permit or tax for sparring. boxing, or wrestling 

7 •atches or exhibitions held as a part of an organized 

8 amateur athletic progra• or as a part of the athletic 

9 program of a school or college. However, such an event must 

10 be conducted fairly and with reasonable measures to protect 

11 the health and sa.fety of the participants. 

lZ (5) Any person who violates any provision of this 

13 section Is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable as 

14 provided in 46-18-212. 

15 Section 2. Repealer. Section 7-21-"tZlh HCA, Is 

16 repealed. 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Comm. 
Q_l). LocQ..l Government 

SENATE BILL NO. 442 

INTROOUCEO BY So BROWNt HlMSL 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

AND MUNICIPAL REGULATION OF BOXING AND WRESTLING MATCHES; 

REQUIRING PERMITS THEREFOR; REQUIRING SAFETY RUlESi 

AUTHORIZING THE COlLECTION Of TAXES ON THE PROCEEOS Of SUCH 

EVENTS; AND REPEALING SECTION 7-Z1-4211t MCAo" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE Of THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Local govern.ent permits for boxing and 

wrestling matches safety ta•• tll No person may 

sponsor or promote any prizefight or public sparring. 

boxing, or wrestling match or exhibition without a permit 

issued and in effect as provided in this section. No person 

may provide physical facilities for or act as a second or 

principal in any prizefight or public sparring. boxing, or 

wrestling match or exhibition, knowing or having reasonable 

cause to believe that the sponsor or promotor of such event 

does not have a permit issued and in effect as provided in 

this section. 

(2) A locdl governMent may permit and regulate 

prizefights or public sparring, boxing. or wrestling matches 

or exhibitions subject to the following: 
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SB 0442/02 

(a) The local government governing body must. prior to 

the issuance of any permit, adopt rules, by ordinance OR 

RESQkUT!ON, 9overning prizefights and public sparring• 

boxinq. and wrestling matches. The rules shall provide 

reasonable measures for the fair conduct of the matches or 

exhibitions and for the protection of the health and safety 

of the principals. The rules shall require a physical 

examination of each principal prior to each .atch or 

exhibition and the attendance of a licensed physician at 

dngside AND SHALL PROVIDE FOR Tljf_QUAL!FICATIONS OF JUOG£St 

REF EREE~.L~!!!L.H:CD!!~.L~ti!Lf.!!!Ll!:!Lf~~NT _.!!UYCH OFFICIALS 

BY THE PROHOfERo 

(b) The local govern~nt governing body shall require 

a perMittee to provide a surety· bond in an a.ount deterMined 

sufficient by the governing body. Any person injured by the 

willful• malicious, or wrongful act of the per•ittee •ay 

bring an action on the surety bond in his own name to 

recover damages suffered as a result of such act by the 

penni ttee. 

(c) The local govern~nt may charge the permittee a 

fee, com.ensurate with the cost of providing the 

certificate. 

(d) for an event under this section, only one permit 

is required. A county shall regulate such events within the 

county but not within a munictpality. and a municipality 

-2- SB 442 
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SB O"t"t2/0Z 

1 sha-11 regulate suc-h event:s within its •unicipal boundaries. 

2 ( 3) A local govern.ent waay Jevy a tax, at a F"ate 

3 deter•ined by the local government governing body• on the 

~ gross proceeds of an event for which they have issued a 

~ per•it under the provisions of this section. The proceeds of 

6 the tax shall be paid into the gener~l fund of the local 

7 govern.ent. 

B (~) Nothing in this section .ay be construed to 

9 require a per•it or tax for sparring, boxing, or wrestling 

10 aatches or exhibitions held as a part of an organized 

11 aaateur athletic progr~• or as a part of the athletic 

12 progra• of a school or college. However~ such an event .ust 

13 be conducted fairly and with reasonable mea~ures to protect 

14 the health and safety of the participants. 

15 (5) Any person who violates any provision of this 

16 sec~ion is guilty of a misdemeanor and is punishable as 

17 provided in "t&-18-212. 

IB Section z. Repealer. Section 7-Zl-"t2lh I'ICA• is 

19 repealed. 

-End-

-3- SB "t"tZ. 
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SENATE Bill NO. 442 

INTROOUCEO BY S. BROWN• H!MSL 

BY REQUEST OF THE lEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A &Ill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

ANU MUNICIPAL REGULATION OF BOXING AND WRESTLING ~ATCHES; 

RE~UIRING PERMITS THEREFOR; REQUIRING SAFETY RULES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION OF TAXES ON THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH 

EVENTS; AND REPEALING SECTION 7-21-4211. MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Local govern.ent permits fo~ boxing dod 

wrestling matches 

sponsor o~ promote 

safety -- tax. 

any p~izefight or 

(1) No person may 

public sparrangt 

ooxingt o~ w~estling match or exhibition without a pe~mit 

issued and in effect as provided in this section. No person 

may provi~e physi~al faciljties for or act os a second or 

principal an any prizefight or public sparring. boxing. or 

wrestling match or exhibition. knowing or having reasonable 

cause to believe that the sponsor or prouoto~ of such event 

does not have a pe~mit issued and in effect as prOYided in 

this section. 

t 2 J A 1 ocal gove,..nment may pe,..mi t and ,..egul ate 

prizefights or public sparring. boxing, or wrestling matches 

or exhibitions subject to the following: 
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SB 0442/02 

(a) The local government governing body must. prior to 

the issuance of any permit• adopt rules, by ordinance OR 

RESQkY!!~' governang p~izefights and public sparring• 

boxing, and wrestling matches. The rules shall provjde 

reasonable measures for the fair conduct of the matches or 

exhibitions and for the protection of the health and safety 

of the principals. The rules shall require a physical 

examination of each principal p~ior to each match or 

exhibition and the attendance of a licensed physician at 

ringside !!!Q_2!!ALL PROVIDE FOR THE QUAl!FICATWNS OF JUOGESt 

!tffREE~L--~~Q_~~~Q2_~f~~PAYMENT OF SUCH OFFICIALS 

JU_THE f~Q!£E• 

(b) The local government governing body shall require 

a pe~mittee to provide a surety bond in an amount determined 

sufficient by the governing body. Any person injured by the 

willful, maJ icious, or wrongful act of the pe~mittee t~~ay 

bring an action on the surety bond in his own name to 

recover damages suffered as a result of such act by the 

permittee. 

(c) The local government may charge the permittee a 

fee• commensu~ate with the cost of providing the 

certificate. 

(d) For an event under this section9 only one permit 

is required. A county shall regulate such events ~ithin the 

county but not within a municipality, and a municipality 

-2- SB 442 
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SB 0442/02 

1 shall regutate such events within its municipal boundat"ies. 

2 f 3 J A local qovern.aent. •ay levy a tax. at. a rate 

3 detef"Mined by the local govermwen-t governing body9 on the 

4 gross proc'eeds of an event for which they have issued a 

5 perMit under the provisions of this section. The proceeds of 

6 the tax shall be paid into the gene~al fund of ~he lotal 

1 govern-wnent. 

8 (~) Nothing in this section mar be construed to 

9 require a per•it or tax for sparring• boxing. o~ wrestlinq 

10 •atches or exhibitions held .:!S a part of an or-ganized 

11 aaateur athletic progra• or as a par~ of the athletic 

12 prograa of a school or college. However• such an event must 

13 be conduc~ed fairly and with reasonable measures to protect 

14 the health and safety of the participants-· 

1·s C5) Any person who vi.otat.es any provision of t.his 

16 section is guilty of a misde.eanor and is punishable as 

17 provided in 46-18-212• 

18 Section 2. Repealer. Section 1-21-4211. HCA• iS 

19 repealed. 

-End-

-3- SB 4lt2 
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SE~ATE BILL ~0. ""2 

INTRODUCED BY S. BROWN• H{HSL 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COUNTY 

AND HUNIC I PAL REGULATION Of BOXING AND WRESTLING MATCHES; 

REQUIRING PERMITS THEREFOR; REQUIRING SAFETY RULES; 

AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION OF TAXES ON THE PROCEEDS Of SUCH 

EVENTS; AN9 REPEALING SECTION 7-21-4211• HCAL_!~~OV!OING 

~~EFECTIVE D4T5•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Local government perMits for boxing and 

wrestling matches-- safety tax. ( 1) No per son May 

sponsor or promote any prizefight or public. sparr in g. 

boxing~ or wrestling match or e~hibition without a permtt 

issued and in effect as provided in this section. No person 

may provide physical facilities for or act as a second or 

principal in any prizefight or public spaf"ri.ng. boxing, or 

wrestling match or exhibition, knowing or having redsonable 

cause to believe that the sponsor or promotor of .such event 

does no-t have d p~rmi.t issued and in effect. as provided in 

thiS section. 

( 2) A 1 ocal government may permit. and regulate 

pr1zefights or public spa~rinq. boKing. or wrestling matches 
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SE\ 0442/03 

or exhibitions subject to the fo11o•ing: 

ld) rhe local govern.ant governing body must• prior to 

the 1ssuance of any permit• adopt rules. by ordinance ~ 

!\ESQLUTIQ!!o governing prizefigh~s and public sparring. 

bo~ing.-and wrestling •atches. The rules shall ~EET OR 

EXC£~_.llif_lliETY CQID;~ RED\!IRED BY REC.DGNilED_PRO~!J!!!!o 

~~~~~~RE~!biNG_QB~ANI~!ID~AND provide reasonable 

measures for the fair conduct of the Matches or exhibitions 

and for the protection of the health and safety of the 

~rincipals. The rules shall require a physical examination 

of each pr&ncipal prior to each •atch or exhibition and the 

attendance of a licensed physician at rin9side ~~ 

fROYlDE_~Q!\_THE_~~b!E!f!!lONS _ _QE _ _dYQGESr REFEREES• AND 

~ECQNO~ ANO FQ!!__!!;!L_lli!!EIIIT _QE_2!/~!!__QFFI!;ffiL.JH THE 

PRQ_!!QTER. 

(b} The local govern~nt governing body shall requir@ 

a permittee to provide a surety Uond 9R CA~tl_DffQjt! in an 

amount det@rmined sufficient by the gove~ning body. Any 

person injured by ~he ~illful9 Malictous. or wrongful ac~ of 

the permittee may bring an action on the surety bond OR 

DE~Qi!! in his own name to recover damages suffered as a 

result of such act by the permittee. 

(c) The loc~l government may charge the perMittee a 

fe~9 commensurate with 

certificate. 

the cost of providinq the 

-z- 58 '+4Z 
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SB 044Z/03 

(d) For an event under this section, only one permit 

2 tS required. A county shall regulate such event~ within the 

3 county but not within a ~aUnicipal it.y, and d lft.lnicipa-1 ity 

4 shall reguldt-e such events within its municipal bounddrie-s. 

s (3) A lucal government tnay levy a tcuc. .. at d rate 

6 determined by the local govern.ent governinq body, on the 

7 gross proceeds of an event for which they have issued a 

8 permit under the provisions or this section. The pr~eeds of 

9 the tax shall be paid into the general fund of the local 

10 government. 

lL (It) Noth-ing l.n this section may be construed to 

ll require a permit or tax for sparringt ~oxing, or wrestling 

13 matches or exhibitions held as a part of an orqaoized 

14 amateur athlet1c progra• or as a pdrt of the athletic 

15 progra• of a school or colleqe. However. such an event must 

16 be conducted fai.rly and with reasonable measures to protect. 

11 the health and Sdfety of the participants. 

18 (5) Any person ~ho violates any provision of this 

19 section is guilty of a misdemeanor dOd is punishable as 

20 provided in 46-18-llZ• 

ll 

Zl 

23 

24 

Section 2. Repealer. Section 7-21-4Zll, MCA., is 

repealed. 

SE~!ION_3. __ ~fFe~!~DATE~--!~~Cl_!S EFFECTIVE JULY 

!L-!981. 

-End-

-3- SB 442 



STATE ADMINISTRATION 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SB 442 

1. Title, line ~ 
Following: ";" 
Strike: "AND" 
Following: "MCA" 

MARCH 23, 1981 

Insert: "; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE" 

2. Page 2, line 4. 
Following: "shall" 
Insert: "meet or exceed the safety codes required by 

recognized professional boxing and wrestling 
organizations and" 

3. Page 2, line 14. 
Following: "bond" 
Insert: "or cash deposit" 

4. Page 2, line 17. 
Following: "bond" 
Insert: "or deposit" 

5. Page 3. 
Following: line 19 
Insert: "Section 3. Effective Date. This act is 

effective July 1, 1981. 


