
SENATE BILL NO. 440 

INTRODUCED BY McCALLUM, B. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OP' 
TB! SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

February 11, 1981 

February 16, 1981 

February 17, 1981 

February 18, 1981 

February 19, 1961 

February 20, 1981 

February 21, 1981 

March 7, 1961 

March 10, 1981 

March 12, 1981 

March 13, 1981 

IN 'l'Hl!: SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education and 
Cultural Resources. 

Committee recommend bill do 
past as amended. Report 
adopted. 

Bill printed and placed on 
members' desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reeding, passed. 
Ayes, 48; Noes, o. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN 'l'HE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Education. 

Committee recommend bill be 
concurred in. I~.eport adopted. 

Second re~dinq, concurred in. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 6th Noes, 6. 

IN TUE SENATE 

Returned from House. Con
curred in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



47th Legislature LC 1381/01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

l4 

25 

k BILL NO • .t(/E 
INTROOUCEO llY ~4!:{.. ~ u (j£,,.., M 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE SENATE CO~MITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

GOVERNING THE TERMS OF A CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE 

TRUSTEES OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CURRENT SCHOOL BUS 

CONTRACTU~; AMENDING SECTION 20-10-125• MCA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE 3TATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125• HCA• is amended to read: 

•zo-10-125. Rid letting for contract bus -- payments 

under transportation contract. (1) Before any contr~ct with 

a ;>rivate party for the provision of school bus 

trrlnsportation is awarded 9 the trustees shall: 

(a) secure bids by publishing during a period of 21 

days at least three calls for bids in a newspaper ot the 

county that will give notice to the largest number of people 

of the district or in the official newspaper of the county; 

the trustees shall let the contract to the lowest 

responsible bidder, and the trustees shall have the right to 

reject any ana all bids; or 

fbi negotiate a new contract with the current school 

bus contractor~ provided the negotiated contract costs do 

LC 138Tf01 

1 not exceed by more than a• lZl per year the basic costs of 

2 the previous year•s contract end-~rcvidee-~he-qare*+on-cf 

3 ~he-fte~e~+e~ed-eo"~ree~-+~-ne-+enger-~~en--~~e--ea~e~~e"--e~ 

4 ~he--~~ev+eus--eontree~• Such a negotiated contract can ~e 

5 entered into only at a public meeting of the trustees ~t 

6 which meeting the patrons of the district may appear and be 

7 tuo~ard. Notice of the meeting must have been published in a 

8 newspaper of wide circulation w1thin the district at least 1 

9 week prior to the meeting. 

10 (2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

11 contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

12 the provisions of 20-9-204. 

13 (3) The trustees shall not expend any moneys of the 

14 district for school bus transportation by a private party or 

15 for individual transportation unless: 

16 (a) a contract for such transportation services has 

17 been completed; and 

18 (b) such contracted services for school bus 

19 tran~portation by a private party have been actual] y 

20 furnished except that the failure to perform may be excused 

21 by the trustees for reasons not under t.he control of the 

22 contractor; or 

23 {c J such contracted services for individual 

24 transportation have been actually furnished as confirmed by 

25 the actual attendance of school by the eligible transportees 

-2- l N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
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and recorded on the school attendance records or, in the 

2 case of a supervised correspondence course or supervised 

3 ho~ne study, as confirmed by the trustees; except that the 

4 contracted services furnished on~ way on any school day 

5 shall be reimbursed at one-half the daily contract amount.• 

-End-

-3-
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Approved by Committee 
on Education 

SENATE Bill NOe 440 

INTROOUCEO BY McCALLUM, Be BROwN 

BY REOUES T OF 

THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 

A bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAW 

GOVERNING THE TERMS OF A CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE 

TRUSTEES Of A SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CURPENT SCHOOl BUS 

CONTRACTOR; AMENDING SECTION 20-10-125, MCAi_~!j!l__fRO~!_QING 

~~lM~f.Ql!l~-ftfill!YL.QATE." 

BE IT E'IACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125, P4CA• is a!R:!'nded to read: 

"20-l0-125. Bid letting for contract bus payments 

under tran~portation contract. (l) Before any contract with 

d private party for the provi ~ion of school bus 

transportation is dWarded9 the trustees shall: 

(a) secure bids by publishlng during d period of 21 

,fays at least three calls for bids in 3 newspaper of thi':" 

co·.Jnty that will give notice to th>! largest number of pPople 

of th~ district or in the official newspaper of the county; 

thr· tru~tees shall let the contract to the 1 owest 

responsible oidder, and the trustees shall have the ri~ht to 

rej~ct any .:~nd d11 bids.; or 

(~} negotiate d new contract with tMe current school 
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SB 0440/02 

bus contractor~ provided the negotiated contract costs do 

not exceed by more than s• 12% per year the basic costs of 

thB previous year•s contract ~nd-~~ewided--the--d~~etton--o~ 

~fte--fte~~~ated--eont~dc~--t~-na-+Gn9er-tnon-the-~urutTon-~ 

the-pre~t&u~-eo"t~a~t. Such a negotiated contract can be 

entered into only at a public meeting of the trustees at 

which meeting the patrons of the district may appear and be 

hedrd. Notice of the meeting must have been published in a 

newspaper of ~ide circulation within the district at ledst 1 

week prior to the meetin~. 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

th~ provisions of 20-9-204. 

(3) r~~ trustees shall not expend any moneys of the 

district for school bus transportation by a privdte party or 

for indlvidudl trar1sportation unless: 

(~J a contr~ct for such transportation services has 

been completed; and 

(b) such cvntrdcted services for school bus 

trdnsportat ion by a pr i. vate party havP been actual I y 

furnished except that the failure to perform may be ~xcuserl 

by th~ trustees for reasons not under the control of thP 

c.ontro:~ct:.or; or 

(c) such contr.'1Cted services for inn i vi du :.1 

trdnsportation t1ave been dCtually furnished a~ confirmed by 

-l- _1,)."·1 440 

SECOND R E A D l N G 



SB 0440/02 

1 the actual attendance of school by the el igiblcl- tranc;,portees 

2 and recorded on the school attendance reco.ros or. in the 

3 case ~f a supervised corr~spondence ccurse or su~ervised 

4 home stuay. as confinned by the trustees; ext.::ept t.hat the 

5 contracted ~ervices furnished one wa~ on ~n~ school day 

6 shall be reimbursed at one-half the daily contract amount.• 

7 SE!;_I!Q!J_~ _ _fEf!i.U!t.!i __ QAll_. __ !l:!!.L!£L!LEFFfC T IJ!~ 

8 PASSAGE AND APPROVAL~ 

-End-

-3- se 440 
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SENATE BILL ~0. 440 

INTRllllUCEO BY McCALLUM• Bo BROoN 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE SH•Aito CQM)<lTftE 01\i EDUCATION A~D CULTURAL RESOURCES 

A 2>lLL FUR A~ ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO REVISE THE LAI-' 

GOVERNING TrlE TERMS OF A CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEE~ THF 

TRUSTEES OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CURRENT SCHOOL BUS 

CONTRACTOR; AMENDING SECTION 2Q-l0-125 • HCAL_!NO PROVIDING 

~~-lM<"fOI_M~__ff_f£~!!~f._.Qhl§•" 

Bf IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 20-10-125• MCA• is amended to ~ead: 

"20-10-125. Bid letting for contract bus payments 

under transportation contract. (1) Befo~e any contract with 

a private pd~ty fa~ the provision of school bus 

trunsportation is dwardedy the trustees shall: 

(a) secure bids by publishing du~in'~ d period of 2t 

days .at leac;.t three c.a11s for bids in a newspaper of th€' 

Cl');,,mty that will .Jive notice to the largest number of pQ-opl;:

of tht uistrict or 1n the official n~wspapPr of th~ county; 

th.-_ tru~tees shall 1 et the cant ract to the 1 owest 

responsiblt: oiddery and the trust~es shall have the riqht to 

reject any and d11 bid~; or 

(OJ negotidt~ a new contract with tt>e current ::.chool 
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SB 0440/U2 

bu~ contractorL provided the negotiated contract costs do 

not exceed by more than e• 12% per year the basic costs of 

the pr~VIOUS year•s ~Ontract ene-p~eY+d~d--the--d~ret~~-~ 

~fte--fte~e~ie~ed--eont~de~--~~-no-+eft~e~-t~an-th~-e~~etieft-~ 

t~-p~evte~5-eo~~~~~~. Such a negotiated contract can be 

entered into only at a public meeting of th~ trustees at 

which meeting the patron~ of the district may appear and be 

hedrd. Notice of the meeting must have been published in a 

newspaper of wide circulation within the district at least 

week prior to the meetin1• 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the provisions of 20-9-204. 

(3) T~e trustees shall not expend any moneys of the 

district for- school bus transportation by a private party or 

for individudl transportation unless: 

(a) a contract for such transportation services has 

been completed; 

(b) such 

tr~nsportat ion 

dnd 

contrdcted services 

by a pravate ~arty 

for 

have 

school bus 

been actually 

furnished except that the failure to p~rform may be excused 

by th·~ trustees. for reasons not under the control of t,hE> 

contri!ctori or 

(c) such contr<3Cted ser-vtces for inoividu31 

tretnsportdtion liav(> been act~ally furnished as confirmed by 

-2- -~ '-~ 440 

T H I R D READING 
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1 the dCtua1 attendance of school by the eligible tran"iportees 

2 ano recorded on the school attendance records or. 10 the 

3 c.::.se of a supervised correspondence ccurse or sur ervise,1 

4 home stuoy. as confirmed by the trustees; .Pa~:c~pt that the 

5 contracted ser-vices furnished one way on .ln y schoo 1 day 

6 shall be reimbursed at one-half the daily contract dmount.." 

1 i_ECTIQ~..b.-~E!:!i.U!~E __ Qllf_• __ !!:!!L~£L!LEFF££I!:>!.L!:f! 

8 PASi_AGE_~~30VAL~ 

-End-

-3- SP 440 
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SENATE BtU. Ioiii. <t<tO 

INTRODUCED BY KcCALLUMo Bo BROWM 

BY REQUEST OF 

THE S~liATE COMMITTEE Oli EOUC.ATIDH AIIO CULTURAL RESOURCES 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TD REVISE THE LAW 

GOVERNING THE TERMS OF A CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE 

TRuSTEES OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT AND THE CURRENT SCHOOL BUS 

CONTRACTOR; AMENDING SECTION 2G-10-125t ~AL_!ND PROVIDING 

AN IMMEDIATE ~FFECTlVE DATE•• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section Z0-10-lZS. HCA. is a~nded to read: 

•zo-10-125. 8i~ Jetting for contract bus pay•ents 

under transportation contract. (1) Before any contract Mith 

a private party for the provision of school bus 

transportation is awarded• the trustees shall: 

(a) 5ecure nids by publishing during a period of 21 

days at least three calls for bids in a ne~spaper of the 

county that will give notice to the largest nuaber of people 

of the dist~ict or in the offlcta1 newspaper of ~he county; 

the trustees shall let the con~ract to the lowest 

responsible bidder• and the trustees shalt have the right to 

reject any and all bids; or 

(b) negotiate a new contract wi~h the current school 
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bus contractor~ provided the negotiated contract costs do 

not exceed by .ore ~han ~ !lJ per year the basic costs of 

the previous yea.-• s cont ... act eftff-,.ewided--ot-fte--ll!h:tret:Mft--of 

~he--ne~ie~--~oftt~~--ts~o-+onger-~~-~e-&ura~ien af 

'tflte-pt"e1Pi'otn-eettt:t"ee-t. Such a negotiated contrKt can be 

entered into only at. a public ~ting of ~e tru~tees at 

vhich ~etlng the patrons of the district aay dppear and be 

heard. Notice of the meeting •ust have been published in a 

newspaper of wide circulation Mithin the district at least 1 

week prior to the meeting. 

(2) The provisions of this section for awarding a 

contract for school bus transportation shall be subject to 

the proyisions of Z0-9-Z04. 

(lJ The trustees shall not e~pend any ~eys of the 

distrJct fo~ school bus t~ansportation by a private party or 

for individual transportation unless: 

(a) a contract fa~ such transportation service5 has 

been completed; and 

[b) such 

t~.ansportati on 

cont~acted services for school bus 

by a private party have been actually 

furnished except that the failu~e to perform aay be excused 

by the trustees for reasons not under the control of the 

contractor; or 

[C) such 

transportation 

contracted services for individual 

have been actually furnished as confiraed by 

-z- SB ~ItO 
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the actual attend.nce of school by the eligible transportees 

l and recorded on the school .attendance Fecords or,- in the 

3 case of a supervised correspondence course or supervised 

~ hoae studr~ as confir•ed by the trustee~t except that the 

5 contracted services furnished one war on any school dar 

6 shalt be reimbursed at one-half the daily con~ract a~unt.• 

7 SgTIOH Z· EFF,I;CTJVE DATE.._ TtiiS ACT IS !ifFECTIVE IIIII 

8 PASSAGE AI'ID &PPRDVALo 

-End-

-3- SB lt'IO 


