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Administration. 

Fiscal note requested. 

Committee recommend bill 
do not pass. 
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~Bill NO.~ 
~eoL~~&(j ~$;.'1!:4-~fj:~ 
A RILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO GENERALLY REVISE AND 

FACILITATE THE VOTING PROCESS BY PROVIDING FOR A UNIFORM 

VOTER REGISTRATION FORM AND A UNIFORM REQUEST FOR AN 

ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR~; PROVIDING THAT ANY REGISTERED ELECTOR 

IN THE STATE OF MONTANA MAY REGISTER EliGIBlE PERSONS TO 

VOTE; AND liMITING THE CIRCUMSTANCES NHEN AN ABSENTEE BAllOT 

MAY BE REJECTED; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-112, 13-2-203• 

13-13-204• 13-13-212• AND 13-13-243• HtA.• 

BE IT ENACTED BY TH~ lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section l• Section 13-2-112~ MCA• is amendeQ to read: 

•13-2-112. Register of electors t~ be kept. Each 

election administrator shall keep an official register of 

electors in the manner he considers eost efficient. The 

oriqinal signed registration form for each elector shall be 

filed alphabetically In a separate file tor each precinct. 

Additional files and records •ay be established for 

convenience. The information recorded in the official 

register of electors and the design of the r~gistration 

fon1s shall be prescrIbed by the secretary of state 

~~Qrdjog to~ctipn ZJ·• 

~Sfelletia Section 2. Uniform registration caras. 
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(1) A unifor• registration card shall be designed and 

printed by the secretary of state and purchased at cost by 

all counties in the state of Montana for use in registerinq 

electors. The card shall include: 

(a) a section containing spaces for the followin9 

information to be filled in by the elector: 

Ci) name• address, and telephone number; 

(ii) county of residence; 

Ciii) social security number; 

Civ) city and state where last registered; 

( v) s lgnature; 

(b) a section containing space for the registered 

elector or the registrar to fill in the regist~a~•s naMee 

oddress. and county of registration; 

(c) a section containing spaces for the following 

iuforMation to be filled in by the county clerk and recorder 

or the registrar or deputy registrar: 

(i) precinct and ward; 

(ii) house district, senate district 9 fire district 9 

and school district; 

(iii) section, township, and range; and 

(d) a section for a signature-by a notary public or 

deputy registrar. 

(Z) voter registration cards shall be made available 

to organi2ations as well as individuals in any nulltber 

-z- l N T R 0 D U C E D B 1 L L 

Sb 4;;9 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

lit 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

LC 2143/01 

requested. 

(3) Counties that have purchased cards prior to [the 

effective date of this act] may use these cards in lieu of 

the uniform reqlstration cards for a period of 2 years froB'! 

[the effective date of this act]• 

Section 3. Section 13-13-212, MCA, is amended to read: 

•13-13-212. Application for absentee ballot. Ill 

Application for absentee ballots shall be made by a-•~+~~eft 

~e~~e,t--s+~ed completion of the form ~litill.ti.11__.Ui 

subsectloO-Lll by the applicant and addressed by •ailing the 

faLm to the election administrator of the applicant•s county 

of residence. 

(2, Application for an absentee ballot may be made by 

any elector in the United States service by the federal post 

card application or by eny~~n-reqa~~-~~"ed 'gmgletigp 

gf_~hg form spe~ed_in ~uhsectlon t2! by the applicant and 

eft~re~~ee bx_ma!llng-Lbe-foLa to the election administrator 

of the applicant's county of residence. 

(31 The secretarv gf state shall design aod pcjot a 

Lac• fgr regyestiog an absentee ballot and shall Make thjs 

fgca__avajlable to counties at cost. Ibe-ka~shall contain 

~~s_LaL_tbe follqwlng infgce~ 

(Ol name and a~dress where residing: 

ibl address where registered; 

(Cl telepbgne nuBber; 

-3-
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(d) applicant•& siqnatucea" 

Section 4. Section 13-2-203 9 HCA 9 is amended to read: 

•13-2-203. Registration by mail· (1) A qualified 

individual may r~~r be rgg;stered tp ~x_a~~QL 

,'1t!Q_ js ale~ regjst.et..w:L-liL tbe state of ~~ 

Registration may Oe accoeplish~ by •ailinq9 postage paid' a 

prepe~•y---eomp~eted registration form 

indlY j dual awL-t.be t»g j stered el ectpr_QL _ _o.tt:w:.__of.fjs.n.. 

~pgweced -t~mlnjster oaths to the election administrator 

in the county in which he resides. 

(2) The election administrator shall send registration 

forms for mall registrations to all qualified Individuals 

requesting the• and shall, in addition 9 arrange for the 

for•s to be widely and conveniently available within the 

county. The mail registration for• shall be designed as 

prescribed by the secretary of state. 

(3) The elector shall complete, sign, and either 

verify or affirm the •all registration for• before a notary 

public or other officer empowered to administer oaths or 

complete and sign the form and obtain the signature, 

address, and voting precinct of ft~-+eest--o"e a registered 

voter in the county who shall w~~ ~the facts 

stated on the registration form• 

(4) The registration for• •ust be received by the 

election administrator on or before the day o¥ the close of 

-.r,-
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registration and must be returned to the administrator no 

later than 15 days after the date It Is signed by the 

w~~&e~~ £egistered eJector or officer before who• signed." 

Section 5. Section 13-13-20~9 MCA• is amended to read: 

•13-13-ZO~. Elector voting absentee ballot authorized 

to vote in person -- effect of absentee elector•s death. (1) 

If an elector has voted by absentee ballot but on election 

day is present in the county and able to go to the polls e~ 

++-he-+eern~ 4Qd his absentee ballot has been rejected by 

the judges as provided in 13-13-241 9 the elector may vote in 

person at his polling place. If voting machines or devices 

are used, he may vote by machine or device. 

(2) If an elector votes by absentee ballot and dies 

between the time of balloting and election day, bis ballot 

~ee~-net-eOti~ ~~·· 

Section 6. Section 13-13-243, MCAt i~ amend~d to read: 

•13-13-2•3• Rejected absentee ballots. (1) The 

18 rejected ballots, the applications, and all envelopes shall 

19 be enclosed In an envelope and sealed~ and the judges shall 

20 write on the envelope •rejected ballot(s) of absentee 

21 

22 

elector" (writing in the elector's nam~)• 

(2} The unopened absentee ballot envelope of an 

23 elector who has voted in person on election day as provided 

24 in 13-13-204 shall be marked •voted in person" and initialed 

25 by a majority of the election judges. 
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t3t--f~-~nepefted--a~~en~ee--~effo~--ewwefope--&t---en 

efee~o~--who--d+es-be#ore-efeet~-doy-sheff-~e-•or*~-&8+~ 

he~~e-e+ee~+on-dey•-end-tn+t+e+e~--by--e--•~jep+ey--o~-~he 

efee~on--ja~es--+f--~hey--~e--ftot+f9ed--ef--~he--eee~h-en 

e~ee~+on-4eyw-~he-e+eetto"-edm+ft+s~~e~~-s~e++-•ake-end-s+9" 

the-ft~etToft-T~-ftO~+ee--~--~e--deatft--+~--~eee+•ed--be+o~e 

de~T~~y-ef-~e-eh~e~ee-be++o~-~o-~he-~e~++ft~-,+eeew 

t~t!Jl All rejected ballots shall be placed in the 

sealed package In which the voted ballots are required to be 

placed and may not be opened without a court order.• 

Section 1. Codification instruction. Section 2 of this 

act is intended to be codified a5 an integral part of Title 

13, chapte~ 2, and the provisions of Title 13• chapter 2 9 

apply to section 2. 

-End-

-6- SB 'fr) 9 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO .. 357-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

f'o WI /!/) I 'i 

In compliance with a written request received . ll Februarj', 19 -~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for ~-•-J? ..... :1_~~ -· .. pursuant to 'Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION: 

Proposed legislation provides for uniform voter registration card and 
uniform request for an absentee ballot form. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1. Number of registrations and absentee ballot requests remains about the 
same as past years: 100,000 registrations per biennium and 25,000 absentee 
votes per election. 

2. Language contained in proposed legislation at Section 2 (pg. 2, line 2) 
and Section 3 (pg. 3, line 21) allows recovery of all production and 
distribution costs. 

3. Uniform registration card provided for in 
provided for in Section 4 are identical. 
to mail registration form. 

FISCAL IHPACT: 

Expenditures under current law 
Expenditures under proposed legislation 

Additional expenditures 

Revenue under current law 

Revenue under proposal 

Additional revenues 

NET EFFECT proposed legislation over 
(under) current law 

Net Effect 
LOCAL IMPACT: 

Section 2 mail registration form 
Cost recovery provision applies 

FY'82 FY'83 

-0- -0-
$2,300 $ 700 

$2,300 $ 700 

-0- -0-

$1,000 $2,000 

$1,000 $2,000 

($1,300) $1,300 
$ - 0 -

Deletion of requirement that elector supply some information on regis­
tration (e.g., section, township and range) may result in additional 
expenses by local election administrators in developing this data. 

Those counties holding large inventories of registration cards or 
absentee ballot request forms may incur expenses fro~ear~provisi~ 
at Section 2 (pg. 3, line 4). ~ VV\~ 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Prop;:am Planning 

2---{ b - ~ I Date': _____ ---··-· 


