Senate Bill 429
In The Senate
February 11, 1981 Introduced and referred
to Committee on State
Administration.

Fiscal note requested.

February 16, 1981 Committee recommend bill
do not pass.
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BILL NO» L2

f
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: ™AN ACT T0 GENERALLY REVISE AND

INTRODUCED BY
Cee

FACILITATE THE VOTING PROCESS BY PROVIDING FOR A UNIFORM
VOTER REGISTRATION FORM AND A UNIFORM REQUEST FOR AN
ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR#4; PROVIOING THAT ANY REGISTERED ELECTOR
IN THE STVATE OF MONTANA MAY REGISTER ELIGIBLE PERSONS TO
VOTE} AND LIMITING THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
MAY BE REJECTED; AMENDING SECTIONS 13-2-112y 13-2-203.

13-13-204y 13-13-212s AND 13~13~243¢ MCA."

BE IT EMACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
Section le Section 13-2-1123 MCAy is amendeqd to read:
"13-2-112+ Register of electors to be kepts FEach

election administrator shall keep an official register of

electors in the manner he considers most efficiente The
original signed registration form for each elector shall be
filed alphabetically in a separete file for each precincte.

Additional files and records may he established for

conveniences The information recorded in the official

registar of electors and the design of the registration
forms shall be prescribed by the secretary of state

according to _fseqction 231."

NEW_SECTIONs Section 2« Uniform registration cardse
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{1) A unifore registration card shall? be designed and
printed by the secretary of state and purchased at cost by
all counties in the state of Montana for use in registering
electorse The card shall include:

(a) a sectian containing spaces for the following
information to be filled in by the elector:

(i) names addressy and telephone nuamber;

{ii) county of residence;

{iii) social securlty numbers;

{iv) city and state where 13st registered;

{v} signature;

{b} a section containing space for the registered
elector or the registrar to fill in the registrar®s names
sddressy and county of registrationi

(¢) a section containing spaces for the following
information to be filled in by the county clerk and recorder
or the registrar or deputy registrar:

(i) precinct and ward;

{it) house districty senate districty fire districte
and schocl district;

{iii) sectiony townships and range; and

(d) a3 section for a signature by a notary public or
deputy registrare

{2) Voter registration cards shall be made available

to organizations as well as individuals in any number
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requesteda

{3) Counties that have purchased cards prior to [the
effective date of this act] may use these cards in lieu of
the wuniforw registration cards for a period of 2 years from
fthe effective date of this act].

Section 3, Section 13-13-212, MCAs is amended to read:

®13-13-212. Application for absentee ballote {1)
Application for absentee ballots shall be made by s-written
request--atgned gompletion of the = form  specified __io
sybsection [3) by the applicant and eddressed Ly gailing the
fore to the election administrator of the applicant®s county
of residences

(2) Application far an absentee ballot may be made by
any elector in the United States service by the federal post
card application or by sny-written—request—-signed completion
nf_the form specified in subsecrion (3) by the applicant and
addrested by palling the forp to the election administrator
of the applicant's county of residences

L3y Yhe _secretary of _state sball design and priot a
form far requesting an_absgotee ballot and shall. . make this
fora. _ayailable to counties at coste The card sball contain
spage for the following information:
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Section 4» Section 13-2-203s MCAy is amended to read:

"13-2=-203. Registration by maile (1) A qualified
individual may regéster Do _registered fo voie by _aoy elecioc
vho _is. already registered _in__the state of. _Moptanas
Registration may be accomplisbed by mailings postage paide a
preperiy-——ecomplteted registration form gcoppleted. _by _the
indixidual and. . the_ _gegistered. .elecior. or _otber officer
empowered to administer gatbs to the election administrator
in the county in which he residess

(2) The election administrator shall send registration
forms for mail registrations to all gqualified individuals
requesting them and shally in additiony arrange for the
forsis to be widely and conveniently available within the
countys The mail registration form shall be designed as
prescribed by the secretary of state.

(3) The elector shall completey signey and either
verify or affirm the mail registration foram before a notary
public or other officer empowered to administer opaths or
complete and sign the form and obtain the signatures
addressy and voting precinct of #t—ieost--one a registered
voter in the county who shall witness yprify the facts
stated on the registration forme

{#) The registration form pust be received by the

election adainistrator on or before the day of the close of
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registration and must be returned to the administrator no
Tater than 15 days after the date it Is signed by the
witmeass rogistered slectar or officer before whom signede®

Section 54 Section 13-13-204y NCAy is amended to read:

*13~13-204 Elector voting absentee ballot authorized
to vote in person —— effect of absentee elector®s deatha (1)
If an elector has voted by absentee ballot bui on election
day is present in the county and able tc 9o to the polls er
+f-he—-teorns and his absentee ballot has been rejected by
the judges as provided in 13-13-2414 the elector may vote in
person at his polling places If vating machines or devices
are usedy he may vote by machine or device.

{2} If an elector votes by absentee ballot and dies
between the time of balloting and election days his ballot
does-net-count Cauntse®

Section 6« Section 13-13-2&3s MCAy is amended to read:

"13-13-243. Rejected absentee ballotsa (1) The
rejected ballotse the applicationss and all envelopes shall
be enclosed in an envelope and sealedy and the judges shall
write on the envelope %rejected ballot{s) of absentee
elector™ {writing in the elector's name)e

{2} The unopened absentee baliot envelope of an
elector who has voted in person on election day as provided
in 13-13-204 shall be marked ®"voted in person® and initialed

by a m2jority of the election judges.
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£33-—Fhe——unopened-—-Apsentee——beltot-—envelope——af-——on
etecter--whoe-—dies-hefore-atection-doy-shoti-be-marked-Sdied
before—etection—-day®-and-tnitteted--py——a-—majoriey--of-—the
eteetion-—judges—-if--they—-are-—notified-——of-—tha--desth-on
etection—doyv-Fhe—etection-adrinistrator-shnti-aake-end-aign
the-notatiton—+f-notice——of-—the-—denth-—+s—-received-—before
det}ivery-sf-the-abrentee-battot-to-the-potting—places

t4413) A1l rejected bDallots shall be placed in the
sealed package in which the voted ballots are required to be
placed and may not be opened without a court order."

Section 7. Codification instructione. Section 2 of this
act is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title
13s chapter 2y and the provisions of Title 134 chapter 2,
apply to section 2.

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA
REQUEST NO. _ 357-81
FISCAL NOTE

fform BI3-15

11 February 19 81

In compliance with a written request received , there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note

for S.B. 429 S pursuant to ' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated {MCA).
Background information used in developing this Fisgcal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members

of the Legislature upon request.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Proposed legislation provides for uniform voter registration card and
uniform request for an absentee ballot form.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. Number of registrations and absentee ballot requests remains about the
same as past years: 100,000 registrations per biennium and 25,000 absentee
votes per election.

2. Language contained in proposed legislation at Section 2 (pg. 2, line 2)
and Section 3 (pg. 3, line 21) allows recovery of all production and
distribution costs.

3. Uniform registration card provided for in Section 2 mail registration form
provided for in Section 4 are identical. Cost recovery provision applies
to mail registration form.

FISCAL IMPACT: FY'82 FY'83
Expenditures under current law -0- -0-
Expenditures under proposed legislation $2,300 $§ 700
Additional expenditures $2,300 $ 700
Revenue under current law -0- -0-
Revenue under proposal 51,000 $2,000
Additional revenues $1,000 £2,000

NET EFFECT proposed legislation over

(under) current law ($1,300) $1,300

Net Effect $§ -0 -

LOCAL IMPACT:

Deletion of requirement that elector supply some information on regis-
tration (e.g., section, township and range) may result in additional
expenses by local election administrators in developing this data.

Those counties hclding large inventories of registration cards or

absentee ballot request forms may incur expenses fro -year provisi
at Section 2 (pg. 3, line 4). . nq —

BUDGET DIRECTOR
QOffice of Budget and Pro?am Planning

Date: -2"/{(7 '




