
SENATE BILL NO. 411 

INTRODUCED DY HIMSL, S. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

February 9, 1981 

February 14, 1981 

February 16, 19tll 

February 17, 1981 

February 18, 1961 

February 19, 1981 

February lO, 1981 

March 26, 1981 

March 28, BHll 

March 30, 1981 

March 31, 1981 

April 1, 19Sl 

IN THE SENATE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Judiciary. 

Committee recommend bill 
do pass. Report adopted. 

Bill printed and placed 
on members• desks. 

Second reading, do pass. 

Correctly engrossed. 

Third reading, passed. 
Ayes, 46, Noes, 1. 
Transmitted to House. 

IN THE HOUSE 

Introduced and referred to 
Committee on Human Services. 

Committee recommend bill 
be concurred in. Report 
adopted. 

Second readinq, concurred in. 

On motion rules suspended and 
bill allowed to be transmitted 
on 7lst legislative day. 
Motion adopted. 

Third reading, concurred in. 
Ayes, 98; Noes, o. 

IN THE SEN1-I.TE 

Returned from House. Concurred 
in. Sent to enrolling. 

Reported correctly enrolled. 



47th Leqlslature u: 1292{01 

1 

2 

3 

4 

~ 

6 

7 

" 
9 

1 (I 

11 

v 

13 

14 

1 ~, 

16 

l7 

ld 

l'J 

2(, 

21 

22 

? ~ 

24 

2:""i 

~-- BILL NO. 4/LL j 

INTROOl!CED B~~~--------­
BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIV~ AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •A~ ACT TO DELETf THf 

~"QUIRFMFNT Tf-'AT SE~VICES FOR MEDICAl AID ANu 

HOSPITALilAT!ON FURNISHED BY COUNTY TO INDIGENTS Bt 

APPROVfO £Y THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND E~VIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES AND PRIVATE ASSDCIATIO~S; AMENDING SECTION 

·--J-3-l~J-h ~CA•" 

~HEREASt during its sunset review of ruedical licen~inq 

~oards the Legislative Audit Committee noted that servic~s 

for medical 3id and hospitalization furnished by a county to 

i ndi :7ents must be approved by the Department of Hea·i tf: 3nd 

Environmental Sci~nces and privat~ ~ssociations; end 

WHEREAS, this gives the Department of ~ealth ana 

EYlvironwental Sciences and private associations a vet0 p0wer 

ov~r 2 county•s choice of services; an1 

"-;HERt:.AS• the law provides th3t s~rvices for 'T.eoic.=-,1 .:::dct 

dnd hospitalization providad by counti ~s ffiUSt bP fLlr~isb~~ 

by lic~nsed practitioners. 

Ti-'EPLF~)" . .E.:t it is the int0nt sf this <;!C1: t.": d~lE"':s ttl.:! 

r?.:.lui rem€nt tt1ot servic.::~s for :!Jed i co:Jl ~iu :a no 

h1JS~it~lizaticn furnished indir.2nts hy th~ ccunties t~ 
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LC 1292/01 

approved by the DP.partment of Health and Environmental 

Sciences and private associations. 

3E IT ENACTED SY THE lEGISlATURF OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-103t MCA, is amended to read: 

"53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization for 

indisent. (1) ~xcept as provided in other parts of this 

title, medical aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents within the county unable to provide these 

necessities for themselves ar~ the leqal and financial 

responsibility of the county commissioners and are payable 

from the county poor fund. The county commissioners shall 

make provisions for competent and skilled medical or 

surqical services ~--ere--e~prov~d--b1--~he-de~e~~men~-e+ 

hee++h-end--en¥Tronm~n~e~-~e+enee~--o•--~he--~~e~--meft+eft~ 

~~~ee+e~~-ery-+n-~he-eft~e-e~-e~teope~h+e-~~eet+~+eftersy-~y 

~he--~~e~e--e~~eereth+e--e~~~+e~+e~?--e~--+"--~he--ea~e--e~ 

eh~rep~ftetor~y-by-~he-s~e~~-eh+rop~ect+e-e~~~e+et+enT-e~--~ 

~~e-eese-e~-optometr+ee+-ser•+ee~T-bY-the-~en+e"e-e~~omet~+e 

e~~ee+~~+efty--or--+n--the--&e~e--~--deft~e+-~e~v+ee~y-by-~he 

dente+-essee+eot+on. ttt.,edical" or "medicine" as used in this 

section refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

pr1ctitioners. 

(2) The board• in arrangin) for medical care for those 

unable to provide it for themselves• moy have the care 
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provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county ohysicians and 

may fix a rate of compensation for the furnishing of the 

medical attendance. 

(3) The department may promulg~te rules to determine 

6 under what circumstances persons in the county are unable to 

1 provide medical aid and hospitali.zution for ttteu-.selves. 

8 including the power to define the term "medically needy•. 

9 However, the definition may not allow payment by a county 

10 for general assistance--medical for persons whos~ income 

11 exceeds 3001 of the limitation for obt3ining regular county 

12 general relief assistance or for persons who ~re eligible 

13 for medicaid in accordance with Title 539 chnpter 69 part 19 

14 or for persons who have the right or are ~ntitled to medical 

15 aid and hospitalization from the federal government or any 

16 agency thereof. 

17 (4t In any case where the county or state pays medical 

18 expenses or hospitalization for an individualy the county or 

19 state is subrogated to the claims of the physician or 

20 hospital to the extent of payment. To the extent necessary 

21 for reimbursement of medical benefits paid to or on behalf 

22 of an individual, the county or state is subrog~ted to the 

23 rights of the individual to recover from a third party who 

24 may be liable to pay the medical expenses. The provisions of 

25 53-2:-612 which relate to !fJedical benefits provided under 

-3-
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Title XIX or XX of the Social Security Act apply to i;Jt:'dicul 

Venefits provided for in this section." 

-End-

-4-
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Approved by Committee 
on Judiciary 

INTRODUCED BYeb~~ 
"'-----~--~ 

BY REQUEST Of THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DELETE THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT SERVICES FOR MEDICAL AID AND 

HDSPITALIZATION FURNISHED BY A COUNTY TO INDIGENTS BE 

APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES AND PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

53-3-103, MCA.• 

NHEREASt during Its sunset review of •edical licensing 

boards the Legislative Audit Co.mittee noted that services 

~or medical aid and hospitalization furnished by a ~ounty to 

indigents must be approved by the Department of Health and 

Environmental Sciences and private associations; and 

WHEREAS, this gives the Oepartaent of Health and 

Environmental Sciences and private associations a veto power 

over a county's choice of services; and 

WHEREAS• the law p~ovides that services for medical aid 

and hospitalization provided by counties must be furnished 

by licensed practitione~s. 

THEREFORE, It Is the intent of this act to de1ete th8 

requ i rement that se~vices for medical aid and 

hospitalization furnished Indigents by the counties be 
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LC 1292/01 

approved by the Depart•ent of Health and Environmental 

Sciences and private associations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-103• MCA• is amended to read: 

~53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization for 

indigent. (1) Except as provided in other parts of this 

tltleo •edlcal aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents within the county unable to provide these 

necessities for themselves are the legal and financial 

responsibility of the county co .. lssioners and are payable 

fro• the county poor fund. The county co••issioners shall 

•ake provisions for co•petent and skilled .edlcal or 

surgical services 

hee~th-end--enwTron~~--se+ene~--~--~he s~~e ._.dtee~ 

"""ee+et+en-.....-+t.-~e-ee!te-..i'-...,~...,,...-_,.......~+efte1"<t?-l>'f 

the-!t'tete--.... teepa'ttl+e--a!t!toc+H+eny--a.--fft--'the--ee!te--o~ 

eft+repree~orsy-by~he-,~-eh+~o~~ee~+e-es~+at+en.-er--+ft 

the-ea!te-of-op~o.e~r+ee+-ser.+ee!ty-bT-the-Men~na-op~~+e 

essoe+e~en~--or--+n--~he--aase--of--deft~a+-se~+c~y-by-*he 

d~~a~-a~seete~+on. •Medical• or •aedfcine• as used in this 

section refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

practitioners. 

(2) The boardt in arranging for medical care for those 

unable to provide it for themselves. may have the care 

-2- SECOND R E A D I N G 

.;s..B .J-\ \ I 



1 

2 

3 

LC 1292/01 

provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and 

may fix a rate of co~ensation for the furnishing of the 

• aedical attendance. 

5 (3) The depart•ent •ay promulgate rules to determine 

6 under what circuMstances persons in the county are unable to 

7 provide medical aid and hospitalization for themselves• 

8 including the power to define the ter• "•edically needy•. 

9 Howevero the definition ••Y not allow payaent by a county 

10 for general assistance--.edlcal for persons whose income 

11 exceeds 300~ of the llaltation for obtaining regular county 

12 general relief assistance or ~or persons who are eligible 

13 for aedlcaid In accordance with Title 53, chapter 6o part 1o 

1+ or for persons who have the right or are entitled to aedlcal 

15 aid and hospitalization froa the federal govern•ent or any 

16 agency thereof. 

17 (+) In any case where the county or state pays •edical 

18 expenses or hospitalization for an individual• the county or 

19 state Is subrogated to the clalas of the physician or 

zo hospital to the extent o~ pay.ant. To the extent necessary 

21 for rel•bursement of .edlcal benefits paid to or on behalf 

22 of an Individual• the county or state is subrogated to the 

23 rights of the individual to recover from a third party who 

24 may be liable to pay the .edical expenses. The provisions of 

2~ 53-2-612 which relate to •edical benefits provided under 

-3-
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Title XIX or XX of the social Security Act apply to •edical 

benefits provided for in this section.• 

-End-

-+-
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INTRODUCED Btt ' ~ ~-

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO DELETE THE 

REQUIREMENT THAT SERVICES FOR MEDICAL AID AND 

HOSPITALIZATION FURNISHED BY \ COUNTY TO INDIGENTS BE 

APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCES AND PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS; AMENDING SECTION 

53-3-103, MCA.• 

WHEREAS, during Its sunset review o~ Medical licensing 

boards the Legislative Audit Committee noted that services 

for medical aid and hospitalization furnished by a county to 

indigents must be approved by the Department of Health and 

Environmental Sciences and private associations; and 

WHEREAS, this gives the Department o~ Health and 

Environ•ental Sciences and private associations a veto power 

over a county•s choice of services; and 

WHEREAS, the law provides that services for medical aid 

and hospitalization provided by counties must be furnished 

by licensed practitioners. 

THEREFORE, it is the intent of this ~ct to delete th~ 

requirement that services for medical aid ana 

hospitalization furnished indigents by the counties be 
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approved by the Depart~nt of Health and Environmental 

Sciences and private associations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTAIOA: 

Section 1. section 53-3-103., MCA, is amended ·to f'ead: 

•53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization for 

indigent. (1) Except as provided In other parts of this 

title, medical aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents within the county unable to provide these 

necessities for themselves are the legal and financial 

responsibility of the county co .. issioners and are payable 

fro• the county poor fund. The county co•missioners shall 

make provisions for co•petent and skilled •edtcal or 

surgical services ttS-ere--~OYed-by--~~er~•ent-of 

hea+~h-en8--en.+ren.en•e4--seieRees--er--~e--~~-•ed+ee~ 

~~oetet+en-ory-+n-~e-ee~e~-osteopetft+e-ppeet+~+enersy-~y 

<the--s~-os"•epa-th+e--essee·+n+eftT-o.---+ft--tM--e~e--M 

eh+~reeter~by-the-~tete-eh+ropreet+e-&&soe+et+any-ep--+n 

~he-ee~e-ef-e~ee~r+ee~-~erv+eesy-by-~he-Men~ene-epte.atr+e 

assoe+et+eftT--er--+n--~he--esse--ef--d~-~+ee&y-~y-the 

~eft~e~-~&ee+~•en• •Medical• or •medicine• as used in this 

section refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

practitioners. 

(2) The board, in arranging for medical care for those 

unable to provide it for the•selvest may have the care 
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provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and 

may fix a rate of co•pensation for the furnishing o£ the 

medical attendance. 

(3) The depart•ent ~Y promulgate rules to deter•ine 

6 under what circu.stances persons in the county are unable to 

7 provide medical aid and hospitalization for themselves• 

8 including the power to define the ter• •medically needy•. 

9 However• the definition •ay not allo~ pay~nt by a county 

10 for general assistance--medical for persons whose income 

11 exceeds 300% of the lf•ftatlon for obtaining regular county 

12 gene-ral relief assistance or for persons who are eligible 

13 for medicaid In accordance with Title 53t chapter 6, part 1, 

14 or for persons who have the right or are entitled to •edical 

IS aid and hospitalization fro• the federal govern•ent or any 

16 agency thereof. 

17 C~J In any case where the county or state pays •edical 

18 expenses or hospitalization ~or an individualw the county or 

19 state is subro9ated to the clai•s of the physician or 

20 hospital to the extent of pay•ent. To the extent necessary 

21 for reimbursement of medical benefits paid to or on behalf 

22 of an Individual, the county or state is subrogated to the 

23 rights of the individual to recover from a third party who 

z~ may be liable to pay the medical expenses. The provisions of 

25 53-2-612 Which relate to medical benefits provided under 

-3-
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Title XIX or XX of the Social Security Act apply to medical 

benefits provided for in this section.• 

-End-

-'t-
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SENATE BILl NO• 411 

INTRODUCED BY HIMSL• S. BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTE~ 

A HILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: 

REQUIREMENT THAT SERVICES 

HOSP!TALilATION FURNISHED BY A 

"AN ACT TO 

HEOICAL 

DEUTE 

AID FOR 

COUNTY ll.l INDIGENTS 

THE 

AND 

BE 

APPROVED 

SCIENCES 

BY 

AND 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

PRIVATE ASSOCIATIONS; 

AND ENVIRONMENTAl 

AMENDING SECTION 

Sl-3-103., H(A ... 

WHEREAS., during -its sunset. review of medical licensing 

boards the Legislative Audit Committee noted that services 

for ~edical aid and hospitalization furnished by a county to 

indigents must be approved by the Department of Health and 

Environmental Sciences and private associations; and 

WHEREAS., this gives the Department of Health and 

EnvJronmenta1 Sciences and private associations a veto power 

ovPr a county•s choice of services; anO 

WHEREASt the law provides that servtces for medical aid 

and ho~pitalization provided by countie~ must be furnished 

by licensed practitioners. 

THEREFORE., it is the intent of this act to de 1 ete the 

requirement that services for ~nedical aid and 

hospitalization furnished indigents by the countie~ be 
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approved by the Department of Health and Environ.ental 

Sciences and private associations. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE lEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 53-3-103, MCA., is a~ded to 

"53-3-103. Medical aid and hospitalization 

indigent. (1) Except as provided in other parts of 

read: 

for 

thi 5 

~itle, medical aid and hospitalization for county residents 

and nonresidents ~ithin the county unable to provide these 

necessities for themselves are the legal and financial 

responsibility of the county com~issiooers and are payable 

from the county poor fund. The county commissioners shall 

make provisions for competent and skilled medical or 

surgical services ~~--are--e~~r&vee--hy--~he-deper~.e~t-~ 

heaJ~h-enft--e~ir&n~ft~e~--~eTe"ee~--Gr--~fte-~~~te--~d•e~ 

e~~ee+e~t&n-er~-T"-~ne-e~se-of-e~ee~e~h+e-preetTtToners~-fty 

~he--~~~~--e~eepe~fttc--essoe+e~Teny--er--~ft--~he--eo~e--of 

ehtr~rsctor~~hy-ehe-~to~e-c"*r~de~tc-a~~ee~a~*&"T-er--Tft 

the-e~~e-ef-e~e~etrTed~-~ervtce~•-by-~he-M&ft~ft&-&pt8metr+c 

as~oeTa~Toft•--er--*ft--t~e--eese--e+--dento~-ser~*ee§~y-t~ 

deft~d._e~~ecTdt~on. aMedicatM or •medicanen as used in this 

section refers to the healing art as practiced by licensed 

practitioners. 

(2) The board, in arranqing for medical care for those 

unable to provide it for themselves., may have the ca~e 

-2- se 411 
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provided by physicians appointed by the board who shall be 

known as county physicians or deputy county physicians and 

may fix a rate of contpensat.ion for the furnis.hing of the 

~ medical attendance. 

5 (3) The depart•ent may proMUlgate rules to deter~ine 

6 under what circu~stances persons in the county are unable to 

1 provide medical aid and hospt~alization for themselves. 

8 including the power to define the ter~ -medically needy•. 

9 However, the definition ~ay not allow payMent by a county 

10 for general assistance--Medical for persons whose income 

11 exceeds 300l of the li•itation for obtaining regular county 

12 general relief assistance or for persons who are eligible 

13 for medicaid in accordance with Title 53. chapter 6• part l, 

1~ or for persons who have the right or are en~itled to Medical 

15 aid and hospi~alization fro• the federal governMent or any 

16 agency thereof. 

17 (4) In any case •here the county or state pays Medical 

18 expenses or hospitalization for an individual, the county or 

19 s~ate iS subroqated to the clai•s of the physicidn or 

20 hospital to the extent of payMent• To the extent necessary 

21 for r~i~burseMent of Medical benefits paid to or on behalf 

22 of an individual. the county or state is subrogated to the 

23 rights of the individual to recover fro• a third party who 

24 •~y be liable to pay the Medical expenses. The provisions of 

Z5 53-2-612 which relate to medical benefits provided under 

-3- SB 411 

2 
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Title XIX or XX of the Social Security Act apply ~o ~dicdl 

benefits provided for in this section." 

-End-

-4- Sfl 4ll 


