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~BILLNo.:D:/_6 
INTRODUCED BY~-~-~ ----------

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT ..\CARDS 

ALLOCATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 

LICENSING HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH CONTINUING 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS ANO ~EQUIREMENTS TO INSURE MAINTENANCE OF 

PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCY OF LICENSEES." 

WHEREAS 9 during the course of its sunset audits 9 the 

leg i sl ati v-e Audit Committee noted that a number of 

professional and occupational 1 icensinq boards do not have 

th~ authority to establish continuing education programs or 

requirements; and 

WHE~EAS 9 continuing education is in the public interest 

to insure maintenance of professional knowledge and 

competency of licensees. 

THEREFORE. it is the intent of this Jet to provide to 

20 all licensing boards in the department of professional and 

21 occu~ational 1 icensing the authority to establish continuinq 

22 education programs and requirements. 

23 

24 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATt 0~ MONTANA: 

25 Section 1. Continuing education requirements by 

LC 1291;01 

1 licensinq boards. Each board allocated to the department of 

2 professional and occupational licensing may establish by 

3 rule continuing education programs and continuing education 

4 requirements. Compliance with continuing education 

5 requirements may be used as a condition of continued 

b licensure. In adopting rules and individual orders rega~ding 

1 continuing education, such a boa~d• in its discretion: 

8 (1) may use or rely upon guidelines and p~onouncements 

9 of recognized educational and professional assoclations; 

H' (2) may prescl"ibe the content. duration, ana 

ll organization of courses; 

12 (3) shall take into account the accessibility to 

13 applicants of such continuing education as it may require; 

14 and 

15 (4) shall avoid any impediments to interstate practice 

16 that may result from differences in continuing education 

17 requirements in other states. 

-End-

I N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2- SB 38'b 



STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO. 327-81 

FISCAL NOTE 

;:o rm ll/J-15 

In compliance with a written request received February 9 , 19 ~, there is hereby submitted a Fiscal Note 

for __ Senate.JUlL 386 ------ pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

An act to provide that boards allocated to the Department of Professional and Occupa
tional Licensing have the authority to establish continuing education programs and require
ments to insure maintenance of professional knowledge and competency of licensees. 

Assumptions 

1. 24 of the boards currently have no continueing education requirement. 
2. The cost of implementing a continuing education program could not be absorbed in 

these boards' current budgets. Therefore, boards interested in implementing such a 
program would have to seek a budget modification from the legislation. 

3. The cost of continuing education programs would vary from board to board. 
4. The cost of the continuing education programs will be paid from each board's ear

marked account. 

Fiscal Impact 

It is not possible to estimate the fiscal impact since the number of boards that 
will implement a continuing education program, the cost of the program, and when it would 
begin is unknown. 

BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: L w l l- - %/ 
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Senate Business and Industry CoMmittee 

A state~nt of Intent is required for this bill in that 

it delegates rule•aking authority to the 

boards t~~it.hin the Oepart.en~ of 

8 Occupational Licensing. 

various licensing 

Professional and 

q This bill grants the various licensing boards within 

10 the Department of Professional and Occupational Licensing 

11 the authority to establish continuing education progra•s and 

12 requirements to insure Maintenance of profession~l knowledge 

13 and competency of 1 icensees. It is the intent of the 

14 Legislature that the continuing education prograMS have as 

15 their primary objective the protection of the health. 

16 safety, and welfare of the public, and~ that the progra.s 

ll not serve priaarily to limit entry into the profession or 

16 occupation or to proMote the personal interests of the 

19 licensees. 
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Approved by Committee 
on Business and IndustrY 

SENATE BILL NO. 366 

INTRODUCED BY HIMSL, So BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT COMMITTEE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT BOARDS 

ALLOCATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PRDFESSlONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 

LICENSING HAYE THE AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH CONTINUING 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND REQUIREMENTS TO INSURE MAINTENANCE OF 

PROFESSIONAL I<.NORLEOGE AND COMPETENCY OF LICENSEES.• 

WHEREASt during the course of- its sunset audits• the 

Legislative Audit co .. ittee noted that a numbe~ of 

professional and occupational licensing boards do not have 

the authority to establish continuing education programs or 

requirements; and 

WHEREAS, continuing education is in the public interest 

to insure maintenance of professional knowledge and 

competency of licensees. 

THEREFORE, it is the intent of this act to provide to 

20 all 1 icensing bodrds in t.he depart•ent of professional and 

21 occupational licensing the authority to establish continuing 

22 education programs and requirements. 

23 

24 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

25 s~ction 1. Continui."ng education requ i re~nent s by 
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SB 038&/02 

licensing boards. Each board allocated to the depart•ent of 

professional and occupational licensing •ay establish by 

rule continuing education progra.s and continuing education 

requl rements. Cc.pl iance with cont. inuing education 

require.ents •ay be used as a condition of continued 

1 icens.ure. In adopting rules and individual -orders r-egardin9 

continuing education, such a board. in its discretion: 

(1) may use or rely upon guidelines and pronounce•ents 

of recognized educational and professiondl associations; 

121 toay prescribe ~he content.. duration• and 

organization of courses; 

(3) shall take into account the accessibility to 

applicants of such continuing education as it .ay require; 

and 

(~) shall avoid any impedi.ents to interstate practice 

that .ay result from differences sn continuing education 

requirements in other states. 

-End-

SECOND R E A D I N G 
-2- SB 386 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

2 SENATE BilL 386 

3 Senate Business an6 lndust.r~ co .. it.tee 

~ 

5 A stateaent. of intent i~ required for th-is bill ·tn that 

6 

T 

it dele9ate$ rut .. aking •uthority to the 

boards within the Oepartaent of 

8 Occupational Licen$ing. 

various licen5ing 

Professional and 

9 Thi$ bill qrants the various licensing boards within 

10 the Depart~~ent of Profes.s·•onal and Occupatlo·nal Licensing 

lt the aut-hority to es.tabJis.h continu-ing education progra.s and 

12 require~ts to insure •aintenance of p~ofessional knowledge 

13 and co~tency of t icensees. It Is the intent of t.he 

l"t Legislature that the continui-ng education progra.s have as 

15" their pri.ary objective tbe protection of t.he health• 

16 ~afety. and wel~are of t.he public, and, that the progra•s 

17 not serve priaarily to liait entry into ~he profession or 

18 occupation or to pro•ote the personal interests of the 

19 -1 ic~nsees. 
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SE"ATE BilL NO. 386 

I"TRODUCED BY HIMSlo So BROWN 

BY REQUEST OF THE lEGISLATIVE AUDIT t~ITTEE 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT BOARDS 

AllOCATED TO THE OEPARTNENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 

LICENSING HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH CONTI"UI~ 

EDUCATION PRDGRA"S A"O REQUIREKENTS TO INSURE "AlNTE"ANCE OF 

PROFESSIONAl .KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCY OF lltENSEES.• 

WHERfASt du..-ing the coU"rse of its sunset audits. the 

Legislative Audit co-it:tee noted that a nu.ber of 

professional ·and occupat.ional ltcens.ing boards do not have 

the authorit·y t.o establish continuing education progra•s or 

requireMents; and 

WHEREAS, continuing e<Jucati·C)n' is- in the pubJ ic interest 

to in~re •aint.enance of professional knowled9e and 

co•petency of licensees. 

THEREFORE, it is the intent of this act to provide to 

20 al J ·licensing boards in the depart.aent. of p,.ofes.sional and 

21 occupational licen·sing the aut'ho-rlt)' to establish continuing 

22 education progra•s and require.ent~. 

23 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Continuing education requi retMnts by 
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SB 0386/03 

1 icensing boards. Each board alJ,oc:ated to the depart.-ent of 

professional and occupational licensing .ay establish by 

rule continuing education prograMs and cont.inui·ng education 

requ·i reaent s • tap 1 i a nee with continuing educaU-

requireMents aay !Q! be used as a condition of continued 

1 icensure. In adopting rules. and individu-al orders regardi-ng 

continuing education• such a board• in its ~iscretion: 

(1) aay use or rely upon -guidelines and pronounce-...t·s 

of recognized educational and professional associations; 

(2) ... , prescribe ~he cont.ent• du-r·at.i Ofh and 

organization of courses; 

(3) shall take into account the accessibility to 

applicants of such continuing education as i~ .ay require; 

-d 

(4) shall avoid any i•pedi~ts to in~erstate practice 

that ~aay result fro• differences t n cont.i,nui ng education 

requireMent~ in other states. 

-End-

-2- SB 386 

T H I R D R E A D I N G 


