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A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CONTROL THE 

IMPORTATION AND KEEPING OF ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTING BEES AND TO 

PROVIDE FOR THt CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH or ALFALFA 

LOAF-CUTTING BEES IMPORTED INTO OR KEPT IN MONTANA; 

PROVIDING AN IMHEOIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Short title. This [act) may be cited as the 

"Alfalfa leaf-cutting Bee Act•. 

Section z. Definitions. As used in this [act]t the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) "6ee• means any stage in the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachile rotundata (f)t commonly known as 

tlle alfalfa leaf-cutting bee. 

(2) "Certification" means the process of analyzing 

bees and equipment by the department to determine whether 

they meet the required health standards. 

(3) •committee" means the advisory alfalfa 

le.at-cutting bee cou:mittee established In [section 4]• 

(4) "D~partment• means the department of agriculture 

established in 2-15-3001. 

(5) "Equipment• means qrooved boards, shelters, trays. 

LC 0963/01 

1 incubators. cell removers, tumblers, and other apparatus 

2 used in rearing bees. 

3 (6) "Nesting materials• means equipment. laminates, 

4 and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

5 (7) •Parasite" means an organism living in or on any 

6 stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee obtaining nutriment 

7 from the body of the bee. 

8 (5) "Pathogen" means an organism, parasitic or 

9 otherwise, that causes disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

10 bee. 

ll ( 9) "Person" means an individual• association, 

12 partnershiP• or corporation. 

13 (10) •Wild trap" means to trap bees on property not 

14 owned by the trapper. 

15 Section 3. Department responsibilities-- adoption of 

1& rules. ( 1 J The department is responsible for the 

17 administration of this fact]• 

13 (Z) The department shall by rule adopt minimum 

19 standards for the ?resence of pathogens and parasites in 

20 bees to be certified, imported, and possessed or controlled 

21 in the state of Montana. 

22 (3) The oepartment may enter into agreements with 

23 ott1er governmen-tal a~enc i es or private associatIons in 

?4 carrying out the provisions of this [act]• 

}5 (4) In performinq its duti~s under this [act], the 
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department may: 

(a) enter upon any public or private premises to 

insp@Ct and sample bees or equipment that may be diseased or 

contaminated by parasites; 

(bJ quarantine any bees or squipm2nt found to be 

infected or contaminated with pathog~ns at a level exceedinq 

certi~ication standardsi 

(c) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equipment that is infected or contaminated with parasites 

or pathogens and that does not meet certification standards. 

{5) (a) Whenever the department has reasonable cause 

to believe a person is in possession of any diseased or 

parasitic bee or equipment or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equip•ent in violation of this [act] or rules adopted under 

[it]• the department may order a quarantine for not more 

than 30 days of the suspected bees or equipment and may 

require any person in possession of such bees or equipm~nt 

to hold them under specified conditions until notified 

otherwise in writing by the depart~ent. 

(b) The department shall release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees upon a finding that the bees and 

equipment are disease-free and are possessed in compliance 

with this [act]. 

Section 4• Advisory committee created -- membership-­

compensation. (1) There is an advisory alfalfa leaf-cuttin9 
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bee comn;ittee consisting of five members appointed by thf' 

qovernor. The committee is attached to the department for 

administrative purposes only as presc~ibed in 2-15-121. 

(2) The committee consists of: 

(a) three 

association; 

members from the Montana alfalfa seen 

(b) one member from the deoartment; 30d 

(c) one member frow the cooperative extension service 

at ~vntana state university. 

(3) A list of nominees for ap?ointment tv the 

committe~ a1ay be submitted to the governor by the Montand 

alfalfa seed association, the department, and the 

cooperative extension service 

appointments from each entity. 

(4) Appointments to the 

~embers may be reappointed at 

appointing authority. 

for the respective 

committee are for 3 years. 

the discretion of the 

(5) Unless he is a full-time salarie~ officer or 

employee of this state or of a political subdivision of this 

state, each member is entitled to be paid from the earmarked 

revenue fund established in [section 9] compensation of $25 

for each day in which he is engaged in the transaction of 

th~ official business of the committee, together with 

expenses as provided for in 2-18-501 through Z-18-503. 

Section 5. Duties of committee. The committee shall 
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advise the department with respect to any contemplated 

rulemaking. The committee shall meet to review the minimum 

standards adopted by the department at least once a year. 

Section 6. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- inspection 

certification -- fees. (1) No person •ay import~ possesst or 

control alfalfa leaf-cutting bees in the state of Montan~ 

unless the bees are certified annually. as provided in this 

section• 

(2) To certify bees, a person must fil€ a completed 

application form provided by the depgrtment together with 

the certification fee prescribed by the department. The 

applicant must provide at least the following: 

(a) name and place of residence; 

(b) the general location and number of bees ~o he 

registered; and 

(c) other relevant information as may be required by 

department rule. 

(3) After receipt of an application for certification 

a s~mole of the total population of bees to be certified 

shall be selected by the department or its agent in a manner 

prescribed by the department. The sample shall be inspect'?d 

for pathogens and parasites. If no pathogens or parasites in 

exc;;·ss of cert if i cnt ion standards are found 9 th~ s aropl e 

shall ~e reported disease-free. 

(It) When the department has in its possession a 
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completed application form 9 a certification fee, and a 

report that the sample is disease-free• it may issue a 

certificate for the bees. 

(5) Tha department shall specify the date by which any 

applicant must apply for recertification the following year. 

Applications for recertificati~n received after the date 

specified shall be assessed a penalty equal to 10% of the 

applicable certification fee. 

S~ction 1. Bee laboratory authorized. The department 

or its agent may develop and maintain a laboratory at 

~ontana state university for the purpose of providing 

disease and parasite analytical services required to carry 

out the provisions of this [act]. The laboratory may be 

authorized by the department to provide services to persons 

possessing any bees or equlp~ent on a fee for service basis. 

Section s. Restrictions on importing bees and 

equi~~ent. (1) No oee may be imported into the state of 

Montana except under the provisions of this section. 

(2) Prior to the importation of any bee, the importer 

must fil€ a completed application form as required in 

subsC"ction (2) of [section 6) and arrange an approximate 

date and time for inspection. 

(3) Every i~ported bee mus~ be shipped directly to the 

certification labor~tory to he exa~ined for infestation by 

pcrasites or pathogens. ?rior to certification, each bee and 
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associated transport ~quipment shall be quarantin~d at the 

laboratory. 

(4) No bee may be imported except in loose cells or as 

adults. No bee may be imported in a drilled board, soda 

straw. or other equipment that ~r~vents ad~quate inspection 

of the bee. 

{5) A representative sample of the population of bees 

imported shall be inspected as the basis for certification. 

(6) No person may import us~d equipment or nestinq 

materials. 

(7) No bee ~r.ay be certified unless all other 

requirements for certification provided in [section 6] are 

•et. 

Section 9. ~estrictions on the rearing, moving. and 

trapping of bees. (1) No person may rear any bee in a 

nesting material from which samples of loose larval cells 

cannot readily be obtaJned. 

(2) No person may move any quarantined bee or 

equipment except by special permit issued by the department. 

(3) No person may wild trap or at-tempt to wild trap 

21 bees unless that person has been issued a permit for such 

ZZ activity In accordance with rules adopted by the department• 

23 Section 10. Fees to be set by rules -- program to be 

2~ self-supporting-- earmarked account to be established• (1) 

25 Fees authorized to be charged by this [act] shall be set by 
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department rule. Such fees shall o~ designeo to rEiUlbursc 

the department for costs incurred in providing services and 

carrying out Its duties under this [act]• It is the intent 

of the legislature that department activities undBr this 

[act] be self-supportinCJ• 

(2) Feas collected shall be paid into tt,e earmarked 

revenue fund for use by the department. 

Section 11. Violation -- penalty. A person who 

imports 9 possesses, controls, moves, or wild traps or 

attempts to import, possess, control, move. or wile trap any 

bee or equipment in violation of this [act] or who 

interferes with or attempts to interfere with the efforts of 

the department or its agent to perform its duty under this 

[act] is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall 

be fined not less than S300 or more than $500 for the first 

conviction and not less than S300 or more than $1,000 for 

each subsequent conviction. 

Section 12. Effective dat~. This act is effective on 

passage and approval. 

-End-
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STATE OF MONTANA 
REQUEST NO .. Jllil..,-"1 

FISCAL NOTE 

Form U/1 l:i 

In compliance with a written request received February 4 19 _§1__ , there is hereby submitted a FISCal l~ule 
for __ Senate Bill 363 pursuant to' Title 5, Chapter 4, Part 2 of the Montana Code Annotated (MCA). 

Background information used in developing this Fiscal Note is available from the Office of Budget and Program Planning, to members 

of the Legislature upon request. 

Description of Proposed Legislation 

Senate Bill 363 is an act to control importation and keeping of Alfalfa Leaf Cutting 
Bees and provide for the certification of health of Alfalfa Leaf Cutting Bees imported 
and kept in Montana. 

Assumptions 

1. That the act will be effective immediately upon passage and approval. 

2. That committee of 5 members be appointed by the Governor, attached to the department 
for administrative purposes, hold meetings in Helena. 

3. That the department will be responsible for inspections, sampling of bees, 
quarantines and/or destruction of disease infested bees. 

4. That the act be self-supporting, fees set by department rules be earmarked for 
department use. 

5. That to implement the act, 1 FTE would be required. 

6. That, based on an average of 300 samples annually, a fee of approximately $135 
per sample would have to be charged to generate adequate revenue to administer this 
act. 

Revenue Required for Proposed Legislation 

Revenue: 

Expenditure Impact: 

Personal Services 
Operations 
Equipment 

Administrative costs 

FY 1982 

$40,000 

$19,766 
16,900 

1,500 
$38,166 

1,200 

$39,366 

FY 1983 

$40,000 

$19,391 
15,150 

0 
$34,541 

1,200 

$35,741 
BUDGET DIRECTOR 

Office of Budget and Program Planning 

Date: 'L--' CJ- [j_ ___ _ 
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STATEMENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 363 

Senate lgricultur~. livestock and Irr1gation Committee 

A sta~ement of intent is required for this bill becaus~ 

6 it delegate-s rulemakiog authority to thE! Depar-tment i.lf 

7 Aqricultu~e in section 3. 

a It is the intent of this bill that the Department 

9 adhere as closely dS possible to reco~mendat1ons for rules 

10 made by the advisory committee es(ablished in section 4. 

11 First adopted by the Senate Agriculture, livestock dnd 

12 Irriqation Committee on the l3th day of February, 19tH. 
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SE'<ATE BILL NO. 363 

Approved by Co~ittee 
on Agrivulture Livestock 
& Irrigation 

I~TROOUC~O BV OCHSNER, ROTH, KOLSTAD, 

HAMMOND, ASAY, SIVERTSEN, CONOVER 

A bill FOR AN ACT ENTITLEO: "'AN ACT TO CONTROL TH~ 

l~PORTATION AND KEEPING OF ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTI~G BEES AND TO 

PROVIDE Fuq THE CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH CIF ALFALFA 

LEAF-CUTTING HES IMPORTED INTO OR KEPT IN MONTAfi.!A; 

PROVIDING AN IM~EQIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

aE IT E~A(TF~ BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE 3F MONTA~~: 

Section 1. Short title. This fact) may b-? cite:~ os th€ 

'"Alfdlfi Le~f-cuttin~ ~ee Act"• 

Section 2. !Jr~f1n1tions .. As used in t~is [act], the 

fnllowin] definitions dpply: 

(l) ~~~ee" m~ans any stdge in the l1fe cycle of a bee 

of the species M~qachile rotundata (F),. commonly known as 

th-,~ altalfd leJf-c:utting bee. 

{2) ''Certification" means the process of dOdlyzing 

0e._~s and equipment by the department to de~ermine whether 

th?y me~t (he rPquired health standards. 

( 3) 11 C.ommi tt~~" m.a-ans the ~t"t•T~"'t"Y alfalfa 

le.:;f-c:ut.tinJ b~e !.QY.UQ3Y committe": estatll ished in L sect.iof' 

'..- ] . 
(4) "Oepartm'.:.>nt" means the deoartrr:~nt of d'Jricultur..:-

SB 0363/02 

est3blished in 2-15-3001. 

( 5) "Equipment" means grooved boards,. shel t.ers, trays,. 

3 in<:ubaLors,. cell removers, tumblers,. and other apparatus 

4 used in rearing bees. 

5 {Q) "·\lestinfj mate.-ials11 meons equipment. laminates, 

6 and oth~r apparatus used in nesting bees. 

7 (7) '"Parasite" means an organi::.m liv1n·.::~ in or on ~ny 

8 st~ge of the alfalfd leaf-cutting hee obtaining nutriment 

9 from the body of the bee. 

!0 {B) "PathO<Jen" medns. an organism, parasitic ur 

11 otherwtse, th~t c~uSPS disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

1< bee. 

l3 (9) "Per~on•• m~ans an indl vidual, as soc idt ion,. 

14 partnersttip• or corporation .. 

15 (lQ) ••wilj trap" means to trap be;;s on p.-operty not 

16 own~d oy the tra~per. 

17 Stc!ctiun 3 ... Oo,.p3rtment respon<;.ibilit.ies -- adoption of 

1a rules. (1) Tt.e depdrtment I> responsible for the 

1q administration of this [act]• 

cO (l) Tt1e deo,Ht.ment shall by rule adopt mini mum 

2l standar~~ for the presence of pathogens and parasites in 

22 bees to be c:.ertifierl,. tmported,. and possessed or controller) 

23 10 thP ~t3te of Montand. 

24 (3) Ttle department m<Jy ent-2r into aJreemE>nts with 

25 :Jther ~uvernn).;_·nt.al agencies or privdte associations 1n 

-2- s. 363 
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carryinq out the provisions of this (act]• 

(4) ln performinq its duties under this (act)• the 

department may: 

{a) Pnter upon any public or private ~remises to 

in~pect and ~ampte bees or equipment that may be di~eased or 

contaminated by parasites; 

(b) quardntine any bees or equipment found ~o oe 

infected or contaminated with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standdrds; 

(c) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equipment thdt is infected ur contaminated with par~sites 

or pJthoqens and that does not meet certificdtton standards. 

(5J (a) Whenever the department has reasonable cause 

to believe~ person ts in possessaon of any diseas~d or 

parasit1c bee ur equipment or othe~wise possess~s any ~~e or 

equipment in violdtion of this [act] or rules adopted under 

[ it)• the department mdy order a qu.;~rdntine for not more 

than 30 days of the suspected bees or equipment and may 

require any person in possession of such bees or equipment 

to ho 1 d them under specified conditions until notified 

otherwi~e in writing by the department• 

(b) The department shall 

order to hold be~s upon a 

release any quarantine or 

finding that the bees and 

equapment are disease-free and are possessed tn complianc~ 

With th i S ( dC t] • 
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SP-ction 4. Advisory committe~ cre~ted --membership-­

compensation. (1) There is an ~e~T~~~y alfaifu leJf-cutting 

bee ~Q~!SORV <ommittee consi~ting of flve memh~r~ dpoointed 

by the governor. The committee is attached to the derartment 

for admintstrative ~urposes only as prescribed in ?-15-121. 

The committee consists of: ( 2 J 

(a) tnret> members from the vontan3 alfalfd seen 

association; 

(b) one member from the department; and 

(c) un~ me~ber from the cooperative ext2nsion s~rvice 

at ~ontana state university. 

(3) A list of nominees for appointm2nt tO the 

committee may be sub~itted to the governor oy the Montan~ 

olfalfa seed 

coope.-at 1ve 

association,. 

ex tens. ion 

t.he 

service 

appointments from each entity. 

department 7 

for the 

and thP 

respt-ctivr 

( 4) 

Members 

Appointments to the committe2 

may be reappointed at the 

are for 3 )'f'ar s.. 

discr;:!tion cf the 

~~~e+~~~n~-~~~er?~y ~~ERN~~· 

( 5) Unless he is a full-time salaried officer or 

employee of thi~ state or of a political subdivision of this 

state. each member is entitled to be paid from the- eann·H·ked 

revenue fund established in f~~e~~e~-~i [~~£~_!QJ 

compensation of S25 for each day in which he is engag~~ Jn 

the transaction of the official business of the committee, 

-4- SB 363 
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together with expenses as provided for in 2-13-501 through 

2-18-503. 

Section 5. Duti-es of committee. The committee shall 

advise the department with respect to any contemplated 

rulem.aking. The committee shall meet to review the minimum 

st6ndards adopted by the department at least once a ye~r. 

S~ction 6. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees -- inspection 

certiftcation -- fees. (1) No person mdy import, poss~ss, or 

contrl')l alfalfa leaf-cutting bees in the st.:Jt.e of ~ootana 

un1~55 the be~s are certified annuJlly, as provided tn this 

sect. ion. 

( 2) To certify bees, a person must filP a completed 

appllc...:~tir>r. form ~rovi..::eo by the dej:·art.ment together wit""1 

th~ certification fee prescribed by thP departmt!nt• The 

appl1cant must provide at least the fo1lowin·l= 

(d) name and place of residencei 

(b) t'":e gener2tl location and number of bees to b<:> 

re•j i st 2r ed; dOd 

(c) o-t_her 

depJrt~nt rul,..,. 

relevant information as may be requirPd by 

(3) After receipt of an application for certification 

d sample of the tot~l population of bees to be certified 

sha11 be s~1ected oy the department or its agent in d manner 

pn·sc,.ibed oy the dei->artment .. The sample shall be inspected 

for ~athogens uno parasites. If no pathogens or parasites 10 
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e~cess of certJficdtlon standards are found. the sample 

shall ne reported disease-free. 

(41 When the department hds in its possession a 

COIIlpleted ~pplication form, a ce.-tifica+ion fee.- and a 

report thdt the ~ample 15 disease-free. 

certificate for the bees. 

it may issue a 

(5) The department shall specify the date by which any 

dpplicant must apply for recertification the followinq year. 

Applications for recertification received after the date 

specified shall be assessed a penalty equal to 10% of 

app1 icable certification f~e. 

the 

Section 7. See 1 aborator y authorized. The department 

or its dgent may develop and maintoln a laboratory at 

~ontana state university for the purpose of providing 

disease and parasite analytical services required to carry 

out the provJSlOns uf this [act]. The laboratory may De 

authortzed by the department to provide services to persons 

possessinq any bees or equipment on a f~e for service basis. 

S8ction 8. Rcst.-ictions on importing bees and 

equijJment .. { l) No :.:.ee may be imported into the state of 

Montdna e~cept under ttle provisions of this section. 

fZ) Prior to the importation of any bee, the importer 

must fi 1e d complete[j app1 ic3tion form as required in 

s.uosection {2) of (section i:,J and arrange an approximatf' 

date and time for inspection. 

-6- Sfl 363 
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(31 Every imported bee must be shi~ped directly to the 

certification laboratory to be examin~d for infestdtion by 

parasites or pdthogens. Pr1or to ce.-tificat.ion, each bee and 

dssoc i ate<f trdnsport equipment sha 11 be quarant inP~l .Jt the 

1 abor<=Jtory. 

141 No bee may be 1mported except 1n loose cells or as 

adults. No bee may be imported in a drilled boaro, soda 

straw, or other equipment that prevents actequdt.e inspection 

of the bee. 

(5) A re~resentative sample of the populdtion of bee~ 

imported shall be inspected as the basis for certific.O:ltion. 

(bl No person may import used equipment or nesting 

materials. 

171 No bee may be certified un1€SS all other 

requirement~ for certification provided in [section 6) arP 

met. 

Section 9. Restrictions on the rearing. moving. and 

trapping of bees. (l} No person may rear any bee in a 

nesting mater!dl from which samples of loos~ larval cells 

cannot readily be obtained. 

(21 No person may move any quarantined bee or 

equipment except by special permit is<aued by the department. 

(31 No person may wild trap or attempt to wild trap 

bees unless thdt p~rson has been issued a permit for such 

activity in accordance with rules adopted by the department. 
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Section tu. Fees to be set by rules -- progrom to oe 

self-supporting-- earmarked account to be -estilhl i shed. ( 11 

Fees dUthorized to be charged by this [act] shall b~ set t>y 

rlepartment rule. Such fees shall be d~signed to reim~urse 

th0 department for costs incurred in providJn-;; servict>~ on.-j 

carrying out its duties under this [act]• It is tht:> 1ntent 

of the legislature that department act1vit1e~ unJer this 

(act] b~ self-supporting. 

(2) !~~-12-~~_f~~~~~~fQ_~f~I-AC~Qg~I-~N0~~2-Iti£ 

1EAf-CUT!l~§_3Ef_lf~QY~!_FO~-~~f__§! __ l~_E __ Q~f!~E~!~ Fee• 

collected UNO~~_L!~~~~ shall be pdid into the ~~~m~~~ed 

~~•~ntte-~~nd-~e~-H~~--by--the--de~d~tmen~ bf!t=CUT!!NG_~f 

~CCQ~NT • 

Section tl. Violdtion penalty. A person wno 

imports. possesses. controls, moves, or wild traps or 

atte~pts to import, possess, control, move, or wild trap any 

bee or equipment i.n violation of this [act] or who 

interferes with or attempts to interfere with the efforts of 

the department or its agent to perform its duty under t~is 

[ac.tJ i5 guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall 

be fined not less than SJOO or more than $500 for the first 

conviction and not less than $300 or mere than :£1,000 for 

each subs~quent conviction• 

Section 12. Eff~ctive date. Thi~ act is effectivP on 

passage and app~oval. 

-End-
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4 

STAT.MENT OF INTENT 

SENATE BILL 363 

Senate Agriculture, livestock and Irrigation Committee 

5 A stat:ement of intent is required for this bill becausP 

6 it de1egdtes rulemaking authority to the Department ~f 

7 Agriculture 1n section 3. 

8 It is the intent of this bill that the Department 

9 adhere as closely as possible to r~commendattons for rules 

10 made by the advisory committee established in section 4· 

11 first adopted by the Senate Agriculture' Livestock and 

12 Irrigation Committee on the 13th day of February, 1981. 



47th Legislature ss 036 3/02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

b 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1b 

17 

18 

1'i 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE BILL NO. 363 

INTRODUCED 6Y OCHSNER, ROTH, KOLSTAD, 

HAMMOND, ASAY, SIVERTSEN, CONOVER 

A biLL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "'A.N ACT TO CONTROL THf= 

I~PORTATION AND KEEPING OF ALFALFA LEAF-CUTTING BEE~ AND TO 

PROVIDE FU~ 

LEAF-CUT T lNG 

THE CERTIFICATION OF 

EEES IMPORTED INTO 

HEALTH 

OR KFPT 

PROVICING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE." 

OF 

IN 

ALFALFA 

HONTANAi 

8E IT ENAliFJ dY THF LeGISLATURE OF THE STATE :1F MONTAN4: 

Section 1. Short tttle. This [act] may be citeJ dS the 

"Alfalf~ Le~f-cutt•n~ ~ee Act"• 

Section 2. Definitions. As used tn this (dct]~ the 

followins definition~ dpply: 

(1) "~ee" means any o;.tage 1n the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachi1e rotundata (F)r commonly known as 

th""' alfalfa 1 ruf-cutting bee. 

(2) ncertlfica~ion" means the process of analyzing 

oe~.::s. and eoqutpmpnt by the department to det.erm1ne wheth~_'r 

th~y mePt the required health standards. 

( 3) "Committee .. means the 1!1~•-t 5"'=' r.., al f al fn 

ledf-cut.tin·:J be8 AD~!.~QB:Y. committe~ established 1n tsr£"ction 

4]. 

{4) 11 [1epartment 11 means the department of agricul turo? 
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established 1n 2-15-3001. 

( 5) "fqut pment 0 means grooved boards, she 1 ters, trays., 

incubators, cell remov€rs, tumblers, and other apparatus 

used i.n rea.-1ny. bees. 

(b) "~~esting materials" means. equipment, laminates, 

and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

(7) ''Parasite" means an organism livim~ in or on any 

stdge of the alfalfa l@af-cutting bee obtaininq nut~i•ent 

from the hod y of the bee • 

(B) ••Pathogen" means an organism, parasitic or 

otherwise, that c~us.~s disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

b ..... 

( 9) "'Per~on" means an individual, as soc tdt ion,. 

partnership,. or corporation. 

(10) '"WilJ t.-ap 11 means to trap bees on property not 

owned oy the t.-apper. 

s~ctian 3. Oepdrt~ent respon~ibilities -- adoption of 

rules. t l I The department 15 responsible for the 

administration of this [dct]. · 

(2) The deodrtment sha11 by rule adopt mi n1 mum 

stanaar•1s for the p.-escnce of pathogens and parasites in 

bees to be certified~ 1mport~d~ and possessed or cont.-ollerl 

tn the ~tate of Montand• 

(3) The department me~y enter into aJreement~ with 

other govern~ntal agencies or private associations 1n 
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carryinq out the provisions of this fact)• 

(4) In performing its dutte5 under this (actJ• thE> 

department moy: 

(a) enter upon any public or prtvate premlS~'.it to 

inspect and sample bees or equipment that may be diseased or 

contaminated by parasites; 

(b) quardntine any bees or equipment found to oe 

infected or contamindted with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standards• 

(c) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equipment that is infected or contaminated with parJsites 

or P3thoqens and that does not meet certificdtton standards. 

(5) (a) \llhenever the department has reds.onable cause 

to be 1 i. eve ,:J person t s 1 n possess 1 on of any dise-ased or 

parasitic bee 'Jr @qutpment or otherwise possesses ,1ny oee or 

equipment ln violation of this [dct] or rules adopted under 

(it]• the department may order a quarantine for not more 

thdn 30 days of the suspected bees or equipment and may 

require any person in possession of such bee5 or equipment 

to hold them under specified conditions unt.il notified 

otherwise '" writing by the department. 

(bJ The oepartment shall release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees upon a finding that the bees and 

equipment are disease-free and are possessed 1n complidnce 

wit.h th1s [dct]. 
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Section 4. Advisory co~mittee created-- membership-­

compensatiun. (lJ There is an ~dY~~e~y alfalfu ledf-cuttinq 

b~ ~OVISORY committee consisting of five memQers ap~ointed 

by the gov~rnor. The committee Js attached to t:he department 

for adminJStr~tJve purposes only as prescri~ed 1n ?-15-121. 

(lJ The committee consists of: 

(a) tnret> members from the ~ontana ;:.lfalfa seen 

association; 

(b) one member from the department; and 

(c) one me111ber from the cooperative extension servicf' 

at Montana state universit~· 

(3) A list of nominees for appointment to the 

committ~e may be sub~itted to the governor by the Montan~ 

,;tlfdlfa seed 

cooper at 1 ve 

associ ot ion• the department, and thP 

extension service for 

appointments from edch entity. 

(4) Appointments to the committee 

Members may be reappointed at the 

e~pe+~+~~-e~~e~+~y ~QY~QR• 

the res pee t i v~ 

are for 3 yPars. 

discretion of the 

(5) Unle~s he is a full-time salaried officer or 

employee of this state or of a political subdivision of this 

state. each member is entitled to be paid from the earm~rked 

revenue fund established in f"'"eben--91 L2!;hi~ __ !;U 

compensation of SZ5 for each day in which hP is enqage~ in 

the transdction of the officidl business of ~he committee 9 
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together with expenses as provided for in 2-lJ-SCl throu~h 

2-18-503. 

Section 5. Ou_ties of committee. The committee shall 

advise the dep<3rtment with respect to any contemplated 

rulemakinq. The committee shall meet to review th(' minimum 

stdndards ddopteo by the department at least once a year. 

Section 6. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees-- inspection 

certification-- fees. (1) No person may impo~t. possess. or 

control alfalfQ leaf-cutting bees in the 'itate of Montana 

unle~s the bees are certified annually. as provided in this 

s.ecti.on. 

(2) To certify bees. a person must file a completed 

appllCdtion form provided by the department tog@ther with 

the certification fee prescribed by the department. The 

applicant must provide at least the following: 

(a) name and place of residence; 

(b) t'le general location and number of bees to be­

recJistered; and 

(c) other relevant information as may bP. requirPd by 

depart~nt r ul ~. 

(3) After receipt of an application for certific3tion 

a Sdmple of the total population of bees to be certified 

shal i be selected oy the department or its agent in a manner 

pr~scr1bed by the deJ.Jartment. The sample shall be insp{~Cte.1 

for ~athogens dna pardsites. [f no pdtbogens or parasites in 
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excess of certificatton standards are found, the sample 

shall be reported disease-free. 

(4) When the departm@nt hds in it~ possession a 

con1pleted application for~, a certifica~ion fee, and a 

report that th~ ~ample is disease-free, it may issue a 

ce~tificate fo~ the bees. 

(5) The department shall specify the date by which any 

dpplicant must apply fo~ recertification the following year. 

Applic~tions for recertification received after the date 

specified shall be assessed a penalty equal to 10~ of the 

applicable certification fee. 

Section 7. Bee laboratory 

or its agent may dev~lop and 

Montdna state university for 

disease and parasite analytical 

out the provisions of this 

authorized. The department 

maintain a laboratory at 

the purpose of providing 

services required to carry 

[act]• The laboratory may be 

authortzed by the department to provide services to persons 

possessing any bees or equipment on a fee for service basis. 

S~ction e. Restrictions on i~porting bees and 

equipment. (l) No oee ~nay be imported into the state of 

Montana except under the provisions of thi~ section. 

(2) Prior to the importation of any beet the importer 

must file a completed applicdtion form as required in 

subsection (2) of [sectlon 6) and arrange an approximate 

date and time for inspection. 
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(3) Every imported bee must b~ shipped directly to the 

certificdtion laboratory to be examined for infestation by 

parasites or pdthogens. Prior to certification. each bee and 

associoted transport equipment shall be quarantined at the 

labor!ltory. 

(4) No bee may be i~nported eKcept 1n loose cells or dS 

ddults. No bee may be amported in a drilled boan.h soda 

straw, or other equipment that prevents adequdte inspection 

of the bee. 

(5) A representative sample of the population of bees 

imported s~all be inspected dS the basis for certification. 

(b) No person may import used equipment or nesting 

materials. 

( 7} No bee may be certifi~d unless all other 

requirements for certification provided in [section 6] are 

11et. 

Section 9. Restrictions on the rearing, moving, and 

trappin9 of bees. ~lJ No per~on may rear any Uee in ~ 

nesting materidl from which samples of loose larval cells 

cannot readily be obtained. 

(Z) No person may move any qua~antined bee or 

equipMent ex<ept by special permit issued by the depa~tment. 

(3) No person may wild trap or attempt to wild trdp 

bees unless thdt person has been issued a permit for such 

activaty an accordance with rul~s adopted by the department. 
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Section 10. Fees to be set by rules -- progra~ to be 

self-supporting -- earmarked account to be estdbJ i shed. ( 1) 

Fees authorized to be charged by this fact] shall be set by 

department rule. Such fees shall be designed to reimburse 

the department for costs incurred in providing servic~s and 

carrying out its dutaes under this [act]• It is the int~nt 

of the legislature that department activit•e~ un~er this 

(actj b~ self-supporting. 

(2} I~ERE_!j_~_s~~~fQ_REVE~~-AC&Q~I-~~~~~ 

~I!f-CUT!!~g-~~~_!CC~~J_FO~~~~!--~f__QEPA~!~~ Fees 

co11ect~d ~~_l!~~~~ shall be paid into the @d~•e~~ed 

reY@"He-~tt"d-~er-H~~--by--~he--de~~t~"t 1~=LUl!!NG _ _]!f 

ACCQ!!l'Q• 

Section 11· Violation penalty. A person who 

imports• possesses. controls 9 moves, or wild traps or 

attempts to import• possess. control• move~ or wild trap any 

bee or equipment in violation of this (actj or who 

interferes with ur attempts to 1nterfere with the efforts of 

the department or its agent to perform its duty under this 

Ldct] is guilty of a atisdemeanor and upon conviction shall 

be fined not less than $300 or more than S500 for the first 

conviction and not Jess than S300 or more than il,OOO for 

each subsequent conviction. 

Section 12• Effective date. This act is effectivfi;> on 

~assage and approval. 

-End-
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47th LeQis1ature 

2 

STATEMENT Of INTENT 

SENATE Bill 3b3 

SB 363 

Senate Agriculture. livestock and Irrigation Committee 

4 

5 A statement of intent is required for this bill because 

6 tt del~qates ~ulemaking authority to the Department of 

7 Agriculture in section 3. 

1-1 [t 1s the intent of this bill that the Oepar-tnt@nt 

9 adhe~e as closely as poss.ible to recommendations for ru!es 

10 made by the advisory committee establi~hed in section 4• 

11 Far~t adopted by the Senate Agriculture. Livestock and 

12 Irrigation Cofllmittee on the 13th day of February• 1qs1. 
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SENATE BILL NO. 31>3 

lNTROOUCEO BY OCHSNER o ROTH, KOLSTAD, 

HAMMONDo ASAYo SIVERTSEN, CONOVER 

A BILl FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO CONTROl THE 

IMPORTATION AND KEEPING OF ALFALFA lEAF-CUTTING BEES AND TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF HEALTH OF ALFALFA 

l EAF-CUTT lNG BEES IMPORTED INTO OR KEPT IN MONTANA; 

PROVIDING AN fMME9t•fE EFFECTIVE DATE.• 

9E IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE uF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Sho~t title. This [act] may be cited as the 

"Alfalfa Leaf-cutting Bee Act"• 

Sectiun 2. Definitions. As used in this [act]• the 

following definitions apply: 

(1) "Bee" means any stage in the life cycle of a bee 

of the species Megachile rotundata (F), commonly known dS 

the alfalfa le~f-cutting bee. 

(2) "CertificationH ~eans the process of analyzing 

bees and equipment by the department to determine whether 

they meet the requi~ed health standards. 

(3) ••committee• means the ed•f~i"y 

leaf-cutting bee ~QY!SU~y committee established in 

.. l· 

alfalfa 

(section 

(4) "Department" means the department of .ay~icul ture 

z 

3 

4 

~ 

b 

7 

8 

q 

10 

11 

ll 

13 

14 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

1q 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

l~ 

SB 031>3/03 

established ln Z-15-3001. 

(5) •Equipment" •eans g~ooved boards, shelters, trays, 

incubators. cell ~emovers, tumblers, and other appara~us 

used in rearing bees. 

(b) •Nesting materlals" .eans equipment. 1aminate5• 

and other apparatus used in nesting bees. 

(7} "Parasite" Means an organism living in or on any 

stage of the alfalfa leaf-cutting bee obtaining nutriment 

f~om the body of the bee. 

(8) •Pathogen" ~eans an organism, parasitic or 

otherwise, that caus~s disease in the alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee. 

( 9) •Person" means an individual, as soc iat ion. 

partnershiP• or corporation. 

(10) "Wild trap" means to trap bees on property not 

owned by the trapper. 

Section 3. 

rules. (1) 

DepartMent responsibilities-- adoption 

The department IS responsable for 

of 

the 

administration of this [act]• 

(2) The department shall by rule adopt IRinimum 

standards for the presence of pathogens and parasites in 

bees to be certified, imported, and possesse~ or 

ln the state of Montana. 

controlled 

(3) The depdrtment may enter into agreements with 

other govern~ntal agencies or private as~ociations in 
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carryinq out the provisions of this (act]• 

(4) In performing its duties under this [act]• the 

department may: 

(a) enter upon any public or prtvate premises to 

inspect and sample bees or equipment that may b~ diseased or 

contaminated by parasites; 

(b) quarantine any bees or equipment founo to be 

infected or contaminated with pathogens at a level exceeding 

certification standards; 

(C) order the disinfection or destruction of any bees 

or equipment that is infected or contaminated with parasites 

or pathogens and that does not meet certification standardS• 

C5J {a) Whenever the department has reasonable cause 

to believe a person is in possession of any diseased or 

parasitic bee or equipment or otherwise possesses any bee or 

equipment in violdtion of this [act] or rules adopted under 

{it]• the department may order a quarantine for not more 

than 30 days of the suspected bees or equipment and may 

require any person in possession of such bees or equipment 

to hold them under specified conditions until notified 

otherwise in writing by the department. 

(b) The department shall release any quarantine or 

order to hold bees upon a finding that the bees and 

equipmen~ are disease-free and are possessed in compliance 

with this [act]• 
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Section 4. Advisory commattee created -- membership -­

compensation. (1) There is an &dvi~o~y alfalfa leaf-cutting 

bee AQY!SORY committee consisting of five members appointed 

by the governor. The COIIIRittee is attached to the departatent 

for administrative purposes only QS prescribed in 2-15-lll. 

(Z) The com~ittee consists of: 

(a) three members from the Montana alfalfa 

association; 

(b) one member from the department; and 

:;;eed 

(c) one me~ber from the cooperative extension service 

at Montana state university. 

(3) A list of nomanees for appointment to the 

committee may be 5ubmitted to the governor by the Hontand 

alfalfa seed association, the department., and the 

cooperative extension service fo• the respective 

appointments from each entity. 

(4) Appointments to the committee are for 3 yPars. 

Members may be reappointed at the discretion of thn 

d~pe*"~*",_au~~~~y GOy£RNQ!• 

(5) Unless he is a full-time salaried officer or 

employee of this state or of a political subdivision o£ this 

state. each member is entitled to be paid from the earmarked 

revenue fund established in t~ectton--~i [SECTION !QJ 

compensation of Sl5 for each day in which he is engaged 1 n 

the transaction of the official business of the com•ittee 9 
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together ~ith expenses as provided for in 2-18-SOl through 

2-18-503. 

Section 5. Duties of committee. The committee shall 

advise the depart~nt Nith respect to any contemplated 

rulemaking. The committee shall meet to review the minimum 

standards adopted by the department at least once a year. 

Section 6. Alfalfa leaf-cutting bees-- inspection 

certification-- fees. (l) No person may import, possP.ss~ or 

control alfalfa leaf-cutting bees in the state of Montana 

unless the bees are certif1ed annually, as provided in this 

s.ect ton. 

(2) To certify beest a person must file a completed 

dppltcation form provideo by the department to9ether with 

the certification fee prescribed by the depart~nt. The 

~ppl icant must provide at least the followiny: 

(d) name and place of residencei 

(b) the general location and number of bees to be 

r~gisteredi and 

(C) other relevant inforaation as mav be required by 

dep~rt~nt rule. 

(3) After receipt of an applicataon for certification 

d sample of the total population of bees to be certified 

shall b~ selected by the department or its agent in a manner 

prescribed by the department. The sample sha11 be 1nspected 

for pathoqens and parasites. Jf no pathogens or parasites in 
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excess of certification standards are found• the sample 

shall be reported disease-free. 

(4) ~hen the department has in its possession a 

completed application form• a certification fee. and a 

report that the sa~ple is disease-free. it may is~ue a 

certificate for the bees. 

(5) The department shall specify the date by which any 

applicant must apply for ~ecertification the following year. 

Applications for recertification received after the date 

specified shall be asse$sed a penalty equal to 10~ of the 

applicable certification fee. 

Section 7. Bee laboratory 

or its agent may develop and 

Montana state unive~Sity for 

dis~ase and parasite analytical 

out the provisions of this 

authorized. The department 

maintain a laboratory at 

the purpose of providing 

services required to carry 

[act]• The laboratort may be 

authorized by the department to provide services to persons 

possess1ng any bees or equipment on a fee for service basis. 

Section 6. Restrlctions on smporting bees and 

equipment. (lJ No bee may be imported into the state of 

Montana ~xcept under the provisions of this section. 

{l) P~ior to the importation of any bee~ the importer 

must ftle a completed application form as required '" 

subsection (Z) of [sectton 6) and arrange an approximate 

date and time for inspec~ion. 
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(3) Every imported bee mu$t be shipped directly to the 

2 certification laboratory to be examined for infestation by 

3 parasites or Pdthogens. Prior to certification, each bee and 

4 associated transport equ1pment shall be quardntined at the 

5 I aboratory. 

6 (4) No bee MdY be iMported except in loose cells or as 

1 adults. No bee may be imported '" a dri I led board~ sodd 

8 straw, or other equipment that prevents adequate insp~ction 

9 of the bee. 

10 (5) A representative sample of the population of bees 

11 iMported shall be inspected as the basis for certification. 

12 (6) No person may i111port used equipment or nesting 

13 Materials. 

14 171 No bee may be certified unless all other 

15 requirements for certification provided in (section &j are 

16 -·· 17 Section 9. Restrictions on the rearing, movin9• and 

18 trapping of bees. (1) No person may rear any bee in a 

19 nesti.ng lll'ater-ial tro1n which sa111ples of loose la..-v.al cells 

2() cannot readily be obtained. 

21 (21 No person may move any quarantined bee or 

zz equipment except by special permit issued by the department• 

23 (l) No person may wild trap or atte111pt to wild trap 

24 bees unless that person has been issued a permit for such 

25 activity in accordance with rules adopted by the deportment. 
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Section 10· Fees to be set by rules -- pro9ram to be 

self-supporting-- e.armarked account to be established. Ill 

Fees authorized to be charged by this [act) shall be set by 

depart~nt rule. Such fees shall be designed to reimburse 

the department for costs incurred in providing servtces and 

c.arrying out itS duties under this [.act]. It is the 1ntent 

of the legislatu,-e that depa,-tment activities un.:ler this 

[actj be self-supporting. 

(2) TH£~f-l~!~~~~Q_REV£~S_AC(OUNT_KNOW~2~£ 

bS!f=£UTTIN§~£_!CCOUN!_tg~_y~S__!! ___ r~s__QEPA~~ENT. Fe~> 

collecteQ YNOE~_l!tl!~_ACTJ shall be paiO intb the @ar.e~~~d 

~eveft~e-#~ftd-fer-~~e--by--the--~~a~e~~~ ~EAF=CUTT!~§--~ES 

~C.C.Q!:!~• 

Section 11· Vio,atlon penalty. A person who 

imports. possesses, controls, moves, or wild traps or 

d~tempts to import• possess9 control, move, or wild trap any 

bee or equip~nent in violation of this (act) or who 

interferes with or attempts to intef"fere with the efforts of 

the depart.ent or its agent to perform its duty under this 

[act] is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall 

be fined not less than 5300 or more than S500 for the first 

conviction and not less than 5300 or more than $1,000 for 

each subsequent conviction. 

Section 12· Effective date. This act is effective on 

~&5~a~e-eft~-a~rewd• 1~~!_!~_!1!!• 
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AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 363 

Be amended in the 3rd reading copy as follows: 

1. Title, line 9. 
Strike: "IMMEDIATE" 

2. Page 8, lines 24 and 25. 
Strike: "on passage and approval" 
Insert: ''July 1, 1981" 

BE CONCURRED IN AS AMENDED 3/11/81 


