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~BILL tto. Sf? 
l1HK·lD•JCED OY 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO ALLDH THE GOVERNING 

BODY OF A FIRST-CLASS COUNTY TO PROPOSE SY RESOLUTION NO 

MORE THAI< THREE Al TER~ATIYE FORMS OF LOCAl GOVERN~\ENT; 

AMENOING SECTIONS 7-3-123• 7-3-141 THROUGH 7-3-144• AND 

7-3-146 THROUGH 7-3-150• MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE Of MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 7-3-123• MCA, is a.ended to read: 

•7-3-123. Alteration of existing forms of local 

government• 111 An alteration of an existing form of local 

government ~ay be proposed by a petition of the electors. 

121 An alteration of ao e¥jstjng _ _fgca __ ~~ 

~gygrnment In a first-class county HY--biL-QJ:.~__hJ: 

LeSQlutioo pf \he--county ggyerajag bgdy__lo__tbe_manne~ 

~jdgd for jn Laectlgp 2].• 

~Slii:Iltllh Section z. Resolution for county 

alteration multiple options election. (1) The 

governing body of a first-class county may propose 

alteration of the existing form of government by resolution. 

The governing body may propose no more than thr~e 

alternative forms of local government with such suboptions 

as ~ay be considered appropriate for submission to the 
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county electorate. 

(2) If a single alternative form of local government 

is proposed by resolution, it shall appear as a ballot issue 

at the next regularly scheduled el~ction• 

(3) If more than one alternative for• of local 

government is proposed by resolution they shall all appear 

as ballot issues at the ne~t regularly scheduled pri•ary 

election• The alternative for~ that receives the highest 

numb~r of votes favoring its adoption shall appear on the 

ballot as a ballot issue at the next general electlon. 

Section 3. Section 7-3-141~ MCA~ is amended to read: 

•7-3-141. Per111issible recommendations. (1) A petltf·on 

gc_resolytjQQ proposing to alter an existing form of county 

govern111ent aay: 

Ca) recommend amendments to the existing plan of 

government; 

(b) recommend any plan of government authorized by 

Title 7~ chapter 3• parts 1 through 6; 

(c) draft a charter; 

(d) recommend municipal-county consolidation or 

amendments to an existing consolidation; or 

(a) in cooperation with a similar petition Q.l: 

I:.!Wlllllllm calling for an election on county merger 

e~eute*ed in an adjoining county• recommend county merger. 

(2) A petition proposing to alter an existing form of 
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plan of 

(b) recOHtlllend any plan of govE;trnment authorized by 

Title 7, chapter 3t parts 1 th~ough 7; 

(c) draft a charter; or 

(d) recommend disincorporation.• 

Section ~. Section 7-3-142• MCA, is amended to read: 

•7-3-142• Requirements for petition OC-cesolutign. A 

petition or reso~ proposing an alteration of an 

existing form of local governaent •ust contain: 

(1) a certificate containing the •plan of government• 

of the existing for• of local government; 

(2) a certificate containing the •plan of govern•ent• 

of the proposed new form of local government or amendments 

to the existing plan; 

(3) a certificate conteining the "plan Of 

apportiomnent• of comolissioner- districts if districts are 

contained .in the •plan of government"; and 

(~) a comparison of the existing plan and proposed 

p·lan of local government, including. if desired• a statement 

of the strengths and weaknesses of the existing and proposed 

plans of local governaentt information that supports the 

adoption of the proposed plan, and information that supports 

retention of the present plan.• 
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Section 5. Section 7-3-143, MCA 9 is amended to read: 

•7-3-143• Special requirements if consolidation 

recommended. (lJ Whenever county-municipal consolidation is 

recommended, a petition QL_Lesglutign, in addition to the 

material required in 7-3-14Z• •ust contain a consolirlation 

plan which: 

(a) provides for adjust11ent of existing bonded 

indebtedness and other obligations In a manner which assures 

a fair and equitable burden of taxation for debt service; 

(b) pr-ovides for establishment of subordinate s~r·vfc.e 

districts; 

(cJ provides for the transfer or other disposition of 

property and other rights, claims, assets, and franch,ses of 

the local governments consolidated under its proposal; 

(d) provides the official name of the consolidated 

local govern~nt; and 

{e) (i J provides 'for the transfer, reorganization• 

abolition, adjUstMent of boundaries, or absorption of 

existing boards• subordinate service districts, local 

improv~ment districts. agencies, and political subdivisions 

of the consolidated govern•ents 1 excluding school districts, 

authorities, and nonconsolidated municipalities; or 

(il) grants the legislative body of the consolidated 

government the authority to transfer, reorganize, abolish• 

adjust boundaries, or absorb existing beards, subordinate 

-It-
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service districts, local improvement districts, agencies. 

and political subdivisions of the consolidated governments, 

excluding school districts, authorities, and nonconsolidated 

municipalities• with or without referendum requirements. 

(2) The consolIdation plan may include other 

provisions that are consistent with stat~ law. 

(3) Whenever amendments to an existing consolidation 

plan are recommended, a petition ~~lutiQD must contain 

a-certificate containing amend•ents to the consolidation 

plan.• 

Section 6. 

•1-3-144· 

Section 

Special 

7-3-144• MCAt Is am~nded to read: 

requirements 1f county merger 

recommended. (1) Whenever county merger is recommended, a 

petition ru: q;sglutlgn 7 in addition to the material required 

by 7-3-142, must contain a consolidation plan which: 

[a) provides for adjustaent of existing bonded 

indebtedness and other obligations in a manner which assures 

a fair and equitable burden of taxat.ion for debt service; 

{b) provides for establishment of subordinate service 

districts; 

{c) provides for the transfer or other disposition of 

property and other rights, claims, assets, and franchises of 

local governments consolidated under th~ alternative plan; 

{d) provides the official na•e of the consolidated 

local government; and 
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reorganization, 

absorption of 

districts, local 

improvement districts. agencies, and politfcal subdivisions 

of the consolidated govern•entst excluding school districts, 

autho~ities, and incorporated municipalities; or 

{ii) grants the legislative body of the consolidated 

government the authority to transfer, reorganize. abolish, 

adjust boundaries, or absorb existing boards, subordinate 

service districts, local improvement districts• agencies• 

and political subdivisions of the consolidated governmentsy 

excluding school districts• authorities, and incorporated 

municipalities• with or without referendum requirements. 

(2) The consolidation pl~n may include other 

provisions that are consistent with state law.• 

Section 7. Section 7-3-146• MCA 9 is a•ended to read: 

•7-3-1~6. Filing of petitions or resglutioo~. (1) Two 

shall be filed with the 

department of community affairs. 

(2) One copy of a petition oc r~sglutlgn shall be 

filed with the local government records administrator. 

(3) The filings required by this section shall be done 

within 45 days of submission of the petition.• 

Section 8. Section 7-3-1479 MCAt is amended to read: 

•7-3-1~1. Availability of petitions QQd_resolutLQn&. 

-6- S8 35"'1 
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(1) Sufficient copies of a petition or Ce:iQ.Ut.iAQ proposi119 

alterations to a_n existing form of loc~l qovern•e_At m,us:t. b'9: 

made available to the public for Jns.pection at Coi)Yen~""!t 

locations and at rea$onable hours to pro.vi_de all ifl!l:e.r'e.sted 

persons an oppo~tunity to r•vlew the reco.m•ndatiqps and 

documents. The copies •ust: be available no later than 30 

days prior to an election on t_he reco11mendstions J.f such an 

election Is to be held. The local goverA..,nt aay dl strlbute 

copies of a .petition or re,glu~jpn to the electors or 

residents of the local government~ 

(2) The cost of preparing the copies needed to meet 

the requirements of this section shall be borne by the 

affected local government.~ 

Section 9. Section 7-3-148, HCA• is amended to read: 

•7-3-148. Publication of su•mary and co•pa~ison. (1) A 

su•mary of the reco•mendatlons contained In a petition AC 

~~ proposing alteration of an existing form of local 

governeent must be published at least twice in a newspaper 

of general circulation in the local government. Whenever an 

election on the reco~endations Is to be held, publication 

8USt be Made during the 2 weeks preceding the election• 

(2) The summary must contain a description of the 

reco.aendationsy a co•parison of the existing and proposed 

forms or government, and a list of locations where the full 

proposal may be seen or obtained. 
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(3) The cost of publication required by this section 

shall be borne by the affected local government.• 

Section 10. Section 7-3-149o HCAo Is aaended to read: 

•7-3-149. Electlpn on alternative form. (1) ~he ~ 

as pcoyl48d In [sectfon 2)t the governing body shall call a 

special election on the question of an alternative form of 

govern•ent to be held within lZO days of the date of filing 

with the records ad.ainistrator under 7-3-1~6. The specia1 

election •ay be held In conjuctlon with any other election• 

The records administrator shall prepare and print notices o~ 

thB special election. 

(Z) The co5t of the election shall be paid for by the 

local government. 

(3) (a) The affirmative vote of a simple majority of 

those voting on the question is required for adoption. 

(b) In any election Involving the question of 

consol idationt each question shall be submitted to the 

electors In the county and requires an afflr•atlve vote of a 

simple •ajority of the vqtes cast in the county on the 

question for adoption. There Is no requirement for separate 

majorities in local govern.ants voting on consolidation. 

(c) rn any election Involving the question of county 

merger• the questions shall be sub•itted to the el~ctors In 

the counties affected and requires a majority of the votes 

cast on the questions In each affected county for adoption. 
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(d) If the electors disapprove the proposed new form 

of local government, amendments, or consolidation plan, the 

local government retains its existing form.• 

Section 11. Section 7-3-150, ~CA, is amended to read: 

•7-3-150. General ballot requirements. ( 1) The 

question of adopting an alteration of an existing form of 

government proposed by petition gr an a~tiQD-QLgposed by 

.u:t.5.lll.IU..UIDJ,g_tu:~luDill~~r al elect I go_~-IU:wt.i.J:U:ll 

in [section 21 shall be sub•itted to the electors in 

substantially the following form: 

Vote for one: 

0FoR .adoption of the (self-government charter, 

aMendment to an existing charter, or plan of 

government) proposed for (insert name of local 

government) proposed by ipet!tlon of the people QL 

~olutjon gf_the county ~rnjng bqdyJ. 

c=)FOR the existing form of government. 

(2) The whole number of ballots shall be divided into 

19 t~o equal sets. No more than one set may be used in printing 

20 the ballot for use in any one precinct and all ballots 

21 furnished for use in one pr~cinct shall be identical. The 

22 existing plan of government shall be printed as the first 

23 item ar.d the proposed plan as the second item on half of the 

24 ballots and the proposed form as the first i t~m and the 

25 existing form as the second item on the other half of the 

-9-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

LC 1211/01 

ballots. If the local government consists of only one 

precinct. the existing plan shall be listed first on the 

ballot.• 

Section 12. Coordination with Senate Bill 33. If 

Senate &111 33. introduced in the 47th 1 eg_i sl ature, Is 

passed and approved, section 25 or such other section of 

that act that amends 7-3-158 deleting the words 

resolution" from 7-3-158(3) Is void and of no effect. 

•or 

Section 13. Codification instruction. Section 2 Is 

intended to be codified as an Integral part of Title 7 9 

chapter 3• pa~t 1, ano the provisions of Title T, chapter 3• 

part 1, apply to section 2. 

-End-
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