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~c£~ BILL NOo .2£2 
3~--,i!----· t:-. T,..)[-!JCFJ 

BY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 

GROSS VEHICLE HEIGHT ALLOWED WITHOUT SPECIAL PERMIT; TO 

INCREASi: THE FEES CHARGED FOR CERTAIN OVERWEIGHT ANO 

OVERSIZE PERMITS; TO CLARIFY THE PROVISIONS REGARDING 

OPERATION WITHQUT SPECIAL PERMITS; AND TO INCREASE THE FEE 

CHARGED fOR TEMPORARY fUEl PERMITS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

15-70-312, 61-1D-107, 61-10-109, 61-10-124• 61-10-125, AND 

61-10-211, MCA.• 

rlE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISlATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-70-312, MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-70-312. Fees tor temporary per•its -- duration of 

templ)rary permits. (1) The temporary sp9-eial fuel permits 

shall cost the special fuel vehicle use~ a fee of s2e !Jg• 

The per~it shall be valid for a period of time not to exceed 

12 hours and will be automatically void should the vehicle 

leav~ the state of Montana during the 72-hour period. 

(2) A temporary special fuel permit for a nonresident 

o~er~ting aqricultural harvesting equipment shall cost $30 

per unit for a period beginning July 1 and ending October 

31. The permit shall not be tran~feruble. A unit shall be 
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defined as: 

(a) one t~uck suitable for hauling produce; 

(bl one harvestinq machine; and 

(c) pickup trucks and any other accessory vehicles. 

(3) All fees collected shall be re•itted to the 

department or deposited directly In the ear•arked revenug 

fund for the department of highways.• 

Section 2. Section 41-10-l07t MCA, is amended to readl 

•61-l0-107. Maximum gross ew~e weight ldlG per11it 

required. (1) ~he--depe~t.ent--~--htghweys--meyo-be~ed-e" 

evft+~e~Teft-ef-~efe~yy-~gh•ey--eepee+~yy--en~--ee&nem+es--o~ 

h+~hwey--me+ntenenee--8nd--Yeh+e~e--operet+onT--sa~hcr+~e-by 

spee+et--per.t~--et--e--~ee--o~--~~ay--speet~tyt"!---h+shwey 

reu~~-~~-s~er~+en-e~-e-vehie~e-~evift!-~ve-~-fte~~re 

~eft--n~ne--ew+e$-+f-~he-mew+mu.-~+n~~e-ewte-~eBd-+s An axle 

.ax_nct carry a load In excess of 20,000 pounds~ and +~ no 

two consecutive a~les more than 40 inches or less than 96 

inches apart ~ carry a load in excess of 34,000 pounds. 

For purposes of this section, axles 40 inches or less apart 

are considered as a sinql2 axle. A_~J.e__i.l.[ comhi'nation 

max_ opt haye ffi2L2-~D-n~_axle~ The ~a~imuw. gross weight 

allo~ed on a vehtcle or combination so authorized by this 

~~c.tUm Sf'ee+el--f"e~!fl++: shall be determined hy the formu1'3 W 

equdls 500 (LN/N minus 1 plus 12N plus 3b) In ~hich W equals 

gross ~eight, l equals wheel base in feet, and N equals 
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nuab~r of axles. However, the •aximum allowable gross 

weight on a group of axles may not exce~d the following 

valuas: 

2 axles 

3 axles 

It axles 

5 axles 

6 axles 

7 axles 

B axles 

9 axles 

(Z) 

or,o,ooo pounds 

60,000 pounds 

eo .. ooo pounds 

85,500 pounds 

90tOOO pounds 

105t50~ pounds 

105.500 pounds 

l05t500 pounds 

~h+s--.ae~ten-~ees-ne~epp+,-~e-fttg~e,s-wft+eh-are 

e-per~--~~he-~ttenet--eys~ee--o~--t~rs~e~--end--defense 

ft+ghweys--tes-re+erred-~o-tn-~s~rs.e.-tait-when-epp~tee~+en 

~-~hts-see~woa+d--pre~n~--~--s~ete--~&e--reee+w+ng 

federef--"'-ds-fer-htgh11111y-perpette!t lUbe gross weight gf_Q 

~}e·oc cpmhjoatipn exceeds BOsQQO pound~lb• yehicle oc 

coebloatign-Dl.YU. baye a special permjta wbjch aay be is.su,e.d 

jo the djSc(ftfon of the d~partwent gf hiQhMays ba1gd pn 

evaluation gf safety- highway capacity. and ecogqmics of 

bJgbwaJ maintenance aod yebl~pperatjoo. The fee_sball be 

f2Q per· trip per.Jt gr $100 per term permit• A tecM__pecalt 

SaY DQt be iS$Ugd fpr A period pf tiWQ graate( 1bao the 

parl.ml fgr yhi Ch the GVN 1 il<ense 

yebiclel ]i(ftD$Bd lq Qtbar__JU£lsalctlggs WQY• at _tbe 
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4iscrgtlpo gf thg deoarteent. putchase De~A--~-e&UlLe 

with their raglstratlgn. 

L.wa...lrlg·• 

.fJU:.Ili.U __ ti.¥--li.Jlill;llX--b.i..Q.I:au:,l£ 

Section 3. Section 61-10-109, MCA, is amended to read: 

•61-10-109. Operation without special permits 

prohibited. The operation of vehicles or combinations of 

vehicles having dlwensioas QL weights in excess of the 

aaxlmUIIi 1 ialts specifleo In 6~-tH lll:lJl:li!~WoUIII 

QL::li!::J..l!A Is per11ltted only If authorized by special permit 

issued entte..-&t-!'8-~ bf the departeent of highways or Its 

agents or the highway patrol.• 

Section 4• Section 61-10-124, MCA 9 IS a~ended to read: 

•61-1D-124• Special pereits fee. (1) Except a5 

provid9d In subsection (2)(b), in addition to the regular 

registration and gross vehicle weight fees• a fee of _. ~~ 

for each ~ per•ft and a fea_Qf_J75 for eacb term p~ 

issued fo( S12e apd weight In excess of ~fte-t+~e-eftd--we+qh~ 

:t.bA;t specified irt 61-10-101 through 61-lo-lLO shall be paid 

far all RtOYeraents under special per11its on the public 

highways under the jurisdiction a~ the depart•ent. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)o term 

or blanket per•its may not be issued for an overwidth 

vehicle, COMbination of ~ehicles, load, or other thing in 

excess of 15 teet; an overlength vehicle, combination of 

vehicles, lcady object, or other thing In excess of 85 feet; 

-4-
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and an overheJght vehicle, co•bfnatlon of vehicles, loadt o~ 

other thing in excess of 13 l/2 feet, or of a limit 

determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of 

vehicles. load, or other thing in excess of these dimensions 

is limited to trip permits. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

impleaents of husbandry and self-propelled •achinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to In subsection 

(2)(a). The fee for this permit is $15. This permit covers c 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(3J Except as provided in subsection (l)(b)t a permit 

may not be Issued for a perfod of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license Is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles 1 icensed in other jurisdict.ions m.ay, at. 

the discretion of the department, purchase permits to expire 

with their registration. A license required by the state 

governs the issuance of a special permit.• 

Section 5. Section 61-10-125, MCA, is amended to read: 

•o1-10-125. Other fees. In addition to the permit fee, 

there shall be charged for single trip permits, for the 

excess load over the gross allowable load or the sum of th~ 

excess axle loads, whichever is greater: 

(1) •5 ~U for distances tv and including 100 miles; 
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(2) •~5 ~ for distances fro• 101 to 199 miles; and 

(3) •r5 12~ for distances over 200 miles traveled•" 

Section 6e Section 61-10-lll• MCA• is a•ended to read: 

•61-lQ-211• Fees on ~otortruckst truck tractors, 

trailers, and seEitrailers from other states. (1) In liau of 

other fees for the licensing vf vehicles, there shall be 

collected a fee tor each motortruck, truck tractor, trailerw 

and semitrailer already licensed for the year in another 

jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis in this 

state. The fee shall be collected upon each entrance of such 

vehicle into the state, and shall be based upon the number 

of r.iles to be traveled in the state as shown In the 

application of the nonresident operator• 

(Z) The fee shall be collected for any single vehicle. 

When any combination of ~ruck, truck tractor 9 semitratlerw 

or trailer totals Pore than 6,ooo pounds gross weight, the 

fe~ shall be collected for each unit in the co~bination. 

PI The fee shall be: 

(a) •~ 1lQ for each trip of 200 miles or less; 

(b) •~-sa 1!~ for each trip of over 200 miles to "tOO 

mi 1 es; 

(c) •~e 1ZQ for each trip of over 400 miles. 

{4) Such fe~s sh~ll not apply to any tr~iler t~e 

principal use of which Is as temporary or permanent living 

quarters, or to any vehicle of a carnival which Is under 

-6- ~ 6 6\{(g 



LC 1342/01 

1 contract with a state, county, or district fair 

2 assocl3tion.• 

-End-
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Approved by Committee 
on HighwQys & Transportation 

SENATE SILL NO. 346 

INTRODUCED BY GRAHAM 

C'Y REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGH"AYS 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TQ INCREASf THE MAXIMUM 

GRJSS VEHICU:O WEIGHT ~!!.Q_!,S:!ilil!:! ALLOWED WITHOUT SPECIAL 

PERMIT; TO IM:REAS[ THE FEES CHARGED FOR CERTAIN OVER·,...tiGHT 

AND OVERSIZF PERMITS; TO CLARIFY THE PROVISIUNS RtGAROING 

OPERATION WITHOUT SPECIAL PER~IT;; AND TO !Nf.REASE THE FEE 

CHARGED FOR T~MPORARY FUEL P~R~ITS; AMENOING SEC Tl ONS 

15-70-312. bl=l0-!Q4, 61-10-107t 61-10-109• 6L-L0-124,. 

61-10-125., A"'D 61-10-211• M.(A." 

BE TT ENACTED i:SY THF lEGISlATURf OF THE STAll: :JF MUNTAN-.: 

Section 1. Section 15-70-312, MCA, is C\~T~ended tu read: 

1'15-70-312. Fees for temporary permits -- durdtion of 

temporary permtts. (l) The temporary special fuel permits 

shell cost the special fuel vehicle user a fee of -!-re !2.Q• 

Th~ permit shall be valiJ for a period of time not to exceed 

72 hours and will be automatically void ~hould the veh&cle 

le.~ve- the state of r.tontana during the 72-hour period. 

(ZJ A temporary special fuel permit for a nonr-esident 

operatinc:; a-Jr-icultural harvesting equipment shall cost $30 

per unit fof" a period be<Jinning July 1 and ending October 

3L. The pef"mit shall not be transferable. A unit shall be 

SB 03'.6/02 

defined as: 

2 (31 one truck suitable for haulinq produce; 

3 (b) one harvesting mdchine; and 

4 (c) pickup trucks and any other accessory vehicles. 

5 (3) All fees collected shall be reJIIIitted to thE> 

6 dep<"r"tment or r1epos i ted d i rectl 'I tn the earm;,rked re..,enu~ 

7 fund for thP d~partment of highways.• 

s ~E~!IG~~_2._~£f!IJ~_2!=10-!04, ~~~~-li_!~£~QfQ_!~EAD: 

9 •61-L0-104. LPngth. (l) A single truck, bus, or any 

10 sel f-propeJJed vehicle., unldden or wi.th lodd, may net havtc"" 

11 an overoll len~th• .inclusive of front and rear bumpers• in 

12 excess of 40 feet. 

13 (2) A. combination of tf"uck and trailer. tract•n and 

14 semitrdiler. tractor-semitrailer-full-trailer 9 or 

15 tr..:tctor-s.emitrai1eJ'-semitrailer converted to a trail~~,- by 

lb u~~ of a dolly Pqui~·ed with a fifth wheel mdy not have dn 

17 overall lenqth. 1nclusiv~ of front and rear bumpers. in 

18 excess of oa ~2 feet. If the combinat_ion consists of more 

19 than two units, thP rear units of the conbioat1on shall be 

20 equipped with hreaka~ay brakes. 

21 (3) A motor veohiclo:> mny not tow more thdn one motor 

22 vehicle, ana a motor vehicle may not draw more than two 

23 motor v~hicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount 

24 method; thdt is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

25 on th~.., b>.~d of another" 1 eav i ng on 1 y the rear whee J s of the 

-2- S'1 346 
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¥ehicle '" contact with the roadway. nor may this 

combindtion have <Jn overall length. inclusive of front and 

rear ~umpers, in excess of 68 65 feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of less than ?,ooo 

pounds •manufocturers' rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one tr~iler or semitrailer, nor may this combination hove an 

overall length, inclustve of front dOd rear bumpers., in 

~xcess of ~e 65 feet." 

SECtion 3. s~ction 61-lQ-107, MCA, is alfli~nded to read: 

•61-10-107. Maximum gross ~~~ weight ~~ permit 

required. (1) ~he--dep~~~m~nt--nf--~~ghweT~--M~y~-ee~~d-on 

e~~~8~~Gft-~-~e4~y~-"•9hww~--~epec~ty~--~nd--eeonam+e~--~ 

h+~w~--Mefnte"~"~e--~nd--vehie~--epe~a~~e~--~t~e~~~@-by 

~~~~~~--p~rm+t--~t--~--fee--&~--~8y--~~@e~fiy+nq---h+~~woy 

~ou~~"~~y-~he-opera~ieft-e~-a-Yehie~~-he~~"9~we-ft~~-not-~~ 

~hen--n+ne--~ .. e~-t+-~he-•e~+mam-stft~~-d~~e-+oed-~~ ~axle 

~~~ot_£~LLY_~_lQ21_in_exs~_gf ~OwOOO pound~~ and +f no 

two consecutive axles more than 40 inches or le~s than 96 

inches dpart ~~ carry a load ln excess of 34•000 pounds. 

For purpos~s of this section. axles 40 inches or less apart 

ar~ considered dS a single dXle. ~-!~i~~-9£_-fQmbin2tion 

~~--OO!_b~~~mQ~than_nin~~~ The maxi~um gross weight 

allowed on a V€hicle or combination so authorized by this 

~~£!iOn ~pe~l-per•+~ shall be determined bv the formula ~ 

equals 500 (lN/N minus 1 plus llN plus 36) in which W equals 

-3- SR 346 
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gross weight• L equals wheel base tn feet.w 3nd N -'""'-lurtls 

number of axles• However. the maxlmum allowable qross 

weight on a ·~roup of axles may not exceed the following 

~alu~s: 

2 dXI~s 40.,000 t>Qunds 

-:JXIes c:.a.ooo pounds 

4 axles so.ooa pound~ 

'5 .:ul ~s ss.soo pounds 

~ uxles 90.000 pounds 

1 -'!xles 10'5., 500 pounds 

d ;])(] es l 05., 500 pounds 

9 ,.:u:l es 1 u~. 500 pounds 

(2) fh*s--3ee~?e"-doe~~~-ep~~y-to-hf9h.~y~-·n~e"-er~ 

o-p~r~-e+-~"e-n~t~~n~~--~y~te~--~--tnt~r5tet@--e~e--de~en~~ 

n+9h•e7~--f8~-r@4~r~~o-+"-r~-~·5·€·-i~~t--~n-~pl~e~~te~ 

e~-~hf~-~~e~f~-wou~d--~~e~en~--~hf~--~tdt~--~e~--re~~*~*"~ 

federa~--~"d~fer-"+~ft"ey-parpe§~ Lf_!he_g[2~~~ei~bl-ot_2 

Y£bi£!~-2L-~~~i~-~~~Q~OtOQQ_QQ~~~1~-l~~~hifl~£r 

C0~9l~ation_~!_b~~2-~~i~-~~~t._whif~~21-2~--i~~Q 

i.!L_!~_-2ll£n!!!.on __ of -~-~~~!!.Lof _bi@~2,l_LDa~~.Q_Q!! 

g~.!.!!2!i on_..Qf.2a fetyL!!.!~.!~.22..5!~i1~--:~!!:!~~i£~-2! 

!::!19!!~2-X- mai !!1&!!2.!1£€' and~!:!ic le~~i~!!m_fei? ~~~!!-!ll! 

~£Q_Q~_!Li~-~~rmit_Q!_SlOQ_Q!~-~~~r~i!~-~--~£m __ Q~£!i! 

~~~ __ no! __ ~~--i!~~1 __ fQ~--~~£iod_~!_!l~ __ 9!£~!er_!h~D_l~ 

2~iQQ_fQL __ which __ !~~-GVW __ lif~~£---i~--~~~__Q~~~~ 

-4- SF~ 34& 
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~~l~!g~ __ _licen~gQ__in _ _2!bgt__jurisdic!lQ~~~~--~1-_!he 

d i s £! et .!_Q!!_.Qf_! ~~~~f@!..!~!.!----I:!!!!.fb~__f!!.!.!!l!~___!.Q___g~p i r e 

~i!h ___ !b~iL--L~~!!~~l2~~rmi~ __ !2l--~~fi!Y__hi~n~l 

!:2!!!l!!S• 

ill __ !~!2_~fCT!Q~DO~NOT_APf~!_TO~IG~!~~~-_!~£ 

~--fART _Qt_~g-~~!IO~Al __ SYST~Qf_!~TER~!~!£_~~Q_Q~[ENSC 

~IG~~AY2_~_REFCR~~Q_!Q_!~-~J-~~~f~-!~Il-~HE~--~~f~f~~ 

OF __ THI~~£CT£Q~--~QULQ __ fR<V£~l__!tl~_ilAT£_t~OM R~~ING 

~EO~~~E~Q~Q~~IGHW~!_~Y~2ES." 

Section 4. 

"61-lC-109. 

prohib1ted. The 

Section bl-lQ-lJG, MCA" is dRlPnded to read: 

Ope..-ation 

operation of 

without special permits 

vehicles or c~mbi~ations of 

vehicl~s having di~~D§iQ~~~-Qf weights in excess of the 

~aximum limits specified in &!-t9-195 2t-lQ=lQl_!h~2~~ 

~l-!Q-LQ~ t'.; permitted only if authorized t_.y spPcial perm1t 

issued tt"tif"r-6T--ie-t-e~ by -the department of hi ghw..:Jy~ 'Jr it!;> 

ag2nts or the highway patrol." 

S?ction 5. Section f.l-L0-124• MC.A. is amended to redcf: 

11 61-10-124• Special permi.t'i -- fee. 11) t:xcept as 

provide~ in subsection (Z)(b)t in addition to the regular 

registr--'1t.ion and qross vehicle weight fees. a tee of -i-6 1_10 

for each !Li2 permit ~QQ_J_~-2f_!12_for_eac~-1£!~_Q~£mit 

issued fQ!_~ize_~~-~~ight in excess of ~~~-~~e-~~tl--we~~ht 

!!:!.21 5pecified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid 

for all movements under special permits on the pub I i c 
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highway:.; under the jurisdiction of the dej)artrn.:::nt. 

( 2) (a) Except a5 provided in subsection (2) (b)., term 

or blanket permits ~at not be issued for an overwidth 

vehicle, comnination of vehicles. lodd• or other thing 10 

e•cess of t5 f~et; an overlength vehicle. combination of 

vehicles, load, object, or other thing an e•cess of 65 fe~t; 

and an overheight V0'"licle., combination of vehicles. lo.:.d., or 

oth+!f' thiny in excess of t3 l/2 feet• ur of a l1mit 

det~rmined by the department. A vehicle., combination of 

veh1cl~s. load, or oth~r thing in ~xcess of these dimensions 

is limited to trip permits. 

(b) A term ~rmit may be i !"tSUed to a deal"!r 1n 

implements of huS-b~ndry and S-elf-propelled machinery for an 

over-width or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(2)(d)• The fee for thi~ permit is $75. This permit covers a 

pc -i-od of l ye.1r and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period. 

(3) Except as pr-ovided in subsection (2) (b)• a permit 

may not be i. S-sue<J for .J period of time great:e r than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid dS provided in 

this t~tle, includtng grace periods allowed by this title. 

·Jwners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions mayt at 

thf:' discretion of the department., pu.-chase permits to expin=

with th~i.- registration. A license required by the state 

g~verns th~ issuance of a special permit.• 

-6- 53 346 
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Section 6. Section 61-lD-125., ,.,.cA., is amended to read: 

"61-10-125. Qther fees. In addition to the pe~mlt fee• 

there ~haJ I be cl"targerJ for single trip p~rmlts, for tOP. 

excess load ov~r the gross allowable load or the sum of thP 

exct'ss axle loads., whichever iS greater: 

(1) S~ !10 for distances to and including 100 miles; 

(2) -ti-5 !.JQ for distances from 101 to 199 miles; and 

(3) •~~ !~Q for distances over ZOO miles traveled." 

Section 7. s~ction 61-10-211. MCA., is amended to read: 

"61-10-Zll. Fees on motortruckS• tr-uck trdctors., 

trdilers., .1nd semitrailers from other states. (1) In li~u of 

other fees for the licensing of ~ehicles, there shall be 

collected a fee for each motortruck• truck tractor, trailer. 

and ~emitrailer alreddy licensed for the y~dr in another 

jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant basis 1n this 

state. The fee sh.c~ll be collected upon each ent.rdnce of such 

17 vehicle into the state, F-~nd shall be based upon the number 

18 of miles to be traveled in the state as s.hown in the 

19 application of the nonresident operator. 

20 (2) The fee shall be collected for any single vehicle. 

ll Whf?on any colilbJnat.ion of tru<kt truck tractor, semitr<..~iler. 

22 or trailer totals more than 611000 pounds gioss weightt the 

l3 fee shall be collected for P.ach unit in the combination. 

21t (3) The fee shall be: 

25 (a) ~5 !!Q for each trip of 200 miles or tess; 
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(b) -t.:;t .. Sd Sl~ for each trip of over ZOO miles to 400 

mile'i; 

{c) s-ta !l.Q for each trip of over 400 miles. 

(4J Such fees shall not apply to any trailer the 

principal use of which is as te•porary or permanent livinq 

-=tu,uters. or to any vehicle of a carnival which is under 

contract with d state • county, or district fair 

associdtion." 

-End-

-a- so 346 
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SENATE Bill NO. 346 

INTRODUCED BY GRAHAM 

oY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGH.AY5 

A Bill FOR AN ACT ENTITlED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 

GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT ~~Q_~sNGTtl ALLOWED WITHOUT SPECIAL 

PERMIT; TO INCREASE THE FEES CHARGED FOR CERTAIN OVERWEIGHT 

AND OVERSIZE PERMITS; TO CLARIFY THE PROVISIONS REGARDING 

OPERATION WITHOUT SPECIAL PERMITS; AND TO INCREASE THE FEE 

CHARGED FOR TEMPORARY FUEL PeRMITS; AMENDING SECTIONS 

15-70-312. 61-10-10~ 61-10-107. 61-10-109, 61-10-124. 

61-10-125, AND 61-10~211, HCA." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-7Q-31Z, MCA, is amended to read: 

"15-70-312. Fees fo~ tempo~d~y pe~mits -- duration of 

tempo~ar y pe~mi ts. ( 1) The tempo~ary special fue 1 permits 

shall cost the special fuel vehicle user a fee of -sre .$30. 

ThB permit shalt be valid for a period of time not to exceed 

72 hours and ~ill be automatically void should the vehicle 

leave the state of ~ontana during the 72-hour period. 

(2) A temporary special fuel pe~mit for a nonresident 

operating a9ricultura1 harvesting equipment shall cost $30 

per unit for a period beginning July t and ending October 

31. The permit shall not be transferable. A unit shall be 
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defined as: 

(a) one truck sui~ab1e for hauling producei 

(b) one harvesting machine; and 

SB 0346/02 

(c) pickup trucks and any other accessory vehicles. 

(3) All fees collected shall be ,-emitted to the 

department or deposited directly in the earmarked revenue 

fund for the department of highways.• 

SEf T lO!!_~ __ gCT ION 61-lD-1 04, MCA.t_!~§_!:!DEO l~EAD: 

•61-10-104• Length. (1) A single truck, bus, or any 

self-propelled vehicle, unladen or with load, may not have 

an overal J length., inclusive of front .;~nd rear bumpers, in 

excess of 40 feet. 

(2) A con~bination of truck and trailer, tractor and 

semitrailer., tractor-semitrailer-full-trailer~ or 

tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer converted to a trdiler by 

u~~ of a dolly equipped with a fifth wheel may not have dO 

overall length• inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

excess of 69 ~ feet• If the combination consists of more 

than two units. the rear units of the combiOdtion shall be 

equipped with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more than one motor 

vehicle, and a motor ~ehicle may not draw more than two 

motor vehicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount 

methodi that is, by mounting the front wheels of one vehicle 

on the bed of another, leaving only the rear wheel~ of the 

-2- SB 346 
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vehicle in contact with the roadway. nor l!ay this 

combination have an ove~all length• inclusive of front and 

rear bumpe~$• in excess of 6e ~ feet. 

(4) A passenger vehicle or truck of Jess than 2,000 

pounds "manufacturers• rated capacity• may not tow more than 

one trailer or semitrailer, nor may this combination have an 

overall length• inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

excess of 66 65 feet.• 

Section 3. s~ction 61-lQ-107 9 HCA, is amended to read: 

"61-lQ-107• Maximum yross awl~ weight ~ permit 

required. ( 1) -1-h-e--deperi:t~ent- -ef--Mgt'tllftl~-tn-ey-.--biHed-tlft 

@~~ue~ieft-o+-~~~e~y~-~~~y--eep&c~i:yy--end--eeenemTe~--~ 

ftighMey--me+ntenanee--aftd--Yeftfe~--~e~e'ttc~--aH~~~~~e-by 

~~e~e~--~~mit--ot--e--~e--&f--*1&.--~peetf+y+"~---~~hwdy 

rou~~"g~y-the-ep~~~ion-ef-a-w@ft+e~e-~vtft~-two-~~~-ft~-Me~ 

~Mft-~-tne--II!IHe~-j-_,-t+M!-tnfUtTwtt:UI-riftq-1-e-d'W~+rte-d--t~ An ax 1 e 

.!!@..L.!!!ll-~.X-!!_!~in_~~~! 20.000 pounds.! and t-i" no 

~wo consecutive ~xles more ~han 40 inches or less than 96 

inches apart ~~ ca~~y a load in excess of 34t000 pounds• 

For purposes of this section. axles 40 inches or l~ss apart 

are considered as a single axle. !_vehi~_.ru:: _ __£,Q!!bi!}~ti!2!! 

ma,y __ not ha~!L..!!2!.!L!han nine ax!~ The maximu-m gross weight 

allowed on a vehicle or combination so authorized by this 

~2Q ~pee~+-perM+~ shall be determined by the formula W 

equals 500 (L~/N ~inus 1 plus 12N plus 36) in which w equals 

-3- s ~ 3% 
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gross weight~ l equals wheel base in feet• and N equals 

number of axl~s. However. the maximum allowable g~oss 

weight on a group of axles may not exceed the following 

values: 

2 <Jxle'!i 40,000 pounds 

3 axJ es 60,000 pounds 

4 axles ao.,ooo pounds 

5 axles 85.,500 pounds 

6 axles 90,000 pounds 

7 axles 1 05• 500 pounds 

8 ax I es 105,500 pounds 

9 axles 105.500 pounds 

(2) fh~~-~~e~Ton-doe~~-ftP~~y-~e-"+gftwey3-•h+ch-er~ 

e-pert-M--t;he-n't'!f:+'&ft-e+---!r.,.S~eM--ef--tft't:@'r~-tet:e--en-ct--de-f-en-se 

h+~hN~~~--fe~-r~~~ed-~e-+ft-?3-ti~wEw-t~~t-w~n-e~j~~t~eft 

e~~ht~-5ee~~eft-w~~~--~r~e~--~t5--~~a~e--~eM--~eee+Yt~ 

+edere+--~"d~~e .. -~~~ey-parpe~~ !f_!he_g~ weiqht_ot a 

yg!:!!< 1 e_.Q!:.._£.2!!Qi na·t!..Q!L~ds so~o~~~.L..1b!.__Y!h i c_! e or 

~!!J..!:!ation ~!. hav!!_g:_~~i.!L~rmi t~ which ma..l.._Qg _ _j_~sued 

l.!L _ _!:he_ di s£_ret ion __ of -~_ill!,gi!rtm~!!!_Of _!ll.9b!:!2.l...Lba~~Q_Q!! 

~!!!21i2!L9!~afety.L!:!l~.!l..___£~fill.J._an!L_~£.Q!!omics __ of 

hig!2~2.L mai!!!!l!!.2!!.&~!! vehicle~~.i.m!...!.._!!::l.Lf~-2-hall b~ 

SZO_Q~!!.l.Q_e2.t• it 2L.!!Q.Q_Q.!!L~!!!~mi h_L_Ur..!__l?~!.!!!! 

~~-2Q!~--i~i.!!gQ_..-f.2r __ ~~iod !!L!l!M._gr-ea~_!hd!J~ 

~!g9_f2_!._ whi ~-~-9.~---l.!..£~~---ll-Yi!!~~__Q!!~~~ 

-4- SB 346 
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~l~~---11£gnsed in other jurisdi-ction!__~~-~- the 

discretion of the depa~tmen~~~ase _2er~it~__!g_~pir~ 

~itn ___ !~--L~Ql~s~ation. Permits mll_s.pecif..L__hi_ghway 

~!1!!9• 

i_:ll___I!:!ld_~ECTIQ'i_DOES_NOT !ff!,Y TO HIG~~ WHI!;.!:!_ ARE 

A PART OF TH~- NATIONAL SYSTEH OF INTERSTAT~ ANO~fENSc 

HIGtJ!!t!!i_ill_REFERR~Q._!!L!fL23 U.S.f~IL!!HEN_~llf~TIO'I 

Q!' __ THI5___2ECTlON WOULQ~REVENL_J!:!l.LSTATE F~OH RECEIVING 

fiQE~AL f!l!i!1S FOR HIGHW~.Le.!!RPOSES." 

Section 4. Section 61-10-loq, MCAt is amended to read: 

"bl-10-.109. Oper-ation without special permits 

prohibited. The opef'"ation of vahicles or C·:>mbinations of 

vehicle5 having dioen~B~_or weights in excess of the 

maximum limits specified in 6r-~9-~G§ ~l=!Q-101 th~2U~ 

61-!Q=!Q~ is per~itted only if authorized by special permit 

issued ~~-6+-~8-+9~ by the department of highways or i~s 

agents or the high~ay patrol.• 

Section 5. Section 61-10-124., MCA, is atRended to r-ead: 

"61-10-124. Special permits fee. (1) Except as 

provide~ in subsection (2)(b), in addition to the regu1ar 

registration and gross vehicle •eight fees, a fee of •o SlO 

for each !~ permit and a fee of 575 for each ter~£mit 

issued for_2ize and w~ht in excess of ~he~Tre-~nd--we~9ht 

!hal specified in 61-10-101 through 61-10-110 shall be paid 

for all movements under special permi t.s on the public 

-5- SB 346 
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highways under the jurisdiction of the depart~nt. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) (b), term 

or blanket permits may not be issued for an over-width 

v~hicle, combination of vehicles, load. or other thing in 

excess of 15 feet; an overlength vehicle, combination of 

vehicl~s, load. object, o~ other thing in excess of 85 feeti 

and an overheight v~hicle, combination of vehic..les. load, or 

other thing in excess of 13 1/2 feet, or of a limit 

determined by the department. A vehicle, combination of 

vehicles. load, or other thing in ~xcess of these dimensions 

is limited to trip permits. 

(b) A term permit may be issued to a dealer in 

implements of husbandry and self-propelled machinery for an 

overwidth or overlength vehicle referred to in subsection 

(Z)(a). The fee for this permit is S75. This permit covers a 

period of 1 year and expires on December 31 of each year 

with no grace period• 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b)• a permit 

may not be issued for a period of time greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this tit1e. including grace per-iods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisdictions may. ·at 

the discretJon of the department, purchase permits to expire 

with their registra~ion. A license r-equired by the state 

governs ~he issuance of a special permit." 

-b- ss 346 



z 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

lZ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

SB 0346/02 

Sect-ion 6. Section 61-1~125• MCAt is aiiiE!nded to read: 

"61-l0-125. Other fees. In addition to the permit feet 

there shal I be charged for- single trip perMits, for the 

excess load over the gross allowable load or the sum of th~ 

e•cess axle loadS• whichever is greater: 

(1) S5 !10 for distances to and including lOO milesi 

f 2) 41'S !1Q for distances from 101 to 199 miles; and 

(3) ~~!~for distances over 200 ~iles traveled.• 

Section 1. Section 61-lD-211. ~CAt js amended to read: 

"61-10-211. Fees on motortrucks, truck tractors, 

trailers, ~nd semitrailers from other states. (1) In lieu of 

other fees for the licensing of vehicles, ~here shall be 

collected a fee for each motortruck, truck tractor, trailer, 

and semit~aiJer already licensed for the yea~ in another 

jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerdnt basis in this 

state. The fee shall be collected upon each entrance of such 

17 vehicle into the state. and shall be based upon the number 

18 of miles to be traveled in the state as sho•m in the 

19 application of the nonresident operator. 

ZO (2) The fee shall be collected for any single vehicle. 

2'1 When any combination of truck, truck tractor. semitrailer, 

22 or trailer totals •ore than 6.000 pounds gro55 weiqht' the 

l3 fee shall be coHected for each unit in the combination. 

Zit 

25 

(31 The fee shall t><>: 

(a) ~~ !!Q for each trip of lOO miles or lessi 
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(b) 4~•S8 Sl5 for each trip of over ZOO miles to 400 

miles; 

(c) •*e ~20 for each trip of over ~00 miles. 

(4) Such fees shall not. apply to any t.rai1 er the 

principal use of which is as teeporary or permanent livinq 

qua~ters, or to any vehicle of a carnival which is under 

contract wi 'th a state• county, o• district fair 

associcJtion.• 

-End-

-8- SB 31t6 
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SENATE Sill NO. 346 

JNTRODUCEO BY GRAHAM 

SY REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGH•AYS 

A SILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT TO INCREASE THE MAXIMUM 

GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT ~~Q__h~!~ ALLOWED •ITHOUT SPECIAL 

PERMIT; TO INCREASE THE FEES CHARGED FOR CERTAIN OVERWEIGHT 

A~D OVERSIZE PERMITS; TO ClARIFY THE PROVISIONS REGARDING 

OPERATION ~ITHOUT SPECIAL PERMITS; AND TO INLREASE fHE FEE 

CHARGED FU~ TEMPORARY Ft;El PEPM!TS; AMENDING SEC TIO .. S 

15-70-311.., 6l=!Q=!2!!-!- 61-10-107, 61-10-109• 61-LU-12~., 

6l-LO-L25t AND 61-10-211• MCA." 

BE IT ENACTED DY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE JF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 15-lQ-312• MCAt is aMended to ~ead: 

''15-T0-311• Fees for temporary permits -- duration of 

temporory permits. (1) The temporary ~pecia1 fuel permits 

shd11 cost tne special fu~l vehicle user a fee of t~s !lQ• 

The permit shalt be vaJtd for a period of time not to exceed 

12 hours and,wilJ be auto~atically void should the vehicle 

ledve the state of Montana during the 72-hour period. 

(~) A temporar~ special fuel permit for a non~esident 

operating agricultural harvesting equipment shal J cost SolO 

per unit for a peraod beqinning July 1 and ending October 

31. The permit shall not be transferable. A uoit ~hdll Oe 
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defined as: 

(a) one tru<k SUitable for hauling producei 

(OJ one harvesting machine; ond 
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lei 

131 

pickup trucks and any other accessory vehic.Jes. 

All fee~ collected shaJI be remitted to the 

department or deposited directly in the earmarked revenue 

fund for the department of highwa~s.• 

~gf!!Q~-~-_2£l!lQ~_2j=ID-1~-~~~-!~-~HENOED T~EAO: 

"61-10-104. Length. (l) A stnqle truck., bus., Of" any 

self-propelled ~ehicle. unladen or with load., may not have 

an overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers.,. an 

e•cess of ~o feet. 

(2) A combination of t..-uc:k dnrJ trailer .. tractor and 

semi trai 1 er, tractor-semitrailer-full-trailer .. 0< 

tractor-semitraile,--~emit.railer converted to a trailer by 

use of a dolly equip~ed with a fifth wheel may not have an 

overall length .. inclusive of front and rear bumpers. an 

excess of oe 65 feet. Jf the combination consists of more 

than two units, the rear units of the combination shall be 

equipped with breakaway brakes. 

(3) A motor vehicle may not tow more thdn one motor 

vehicle. and a motor vehicle may not draw more thdn two 

motor vehicles attached to it by the dual saddle-mount 

methodi thdt is. by mounting the front wheels ~f one vehicle 

on the bed of another. leaving only the rear wheels of the 

-2- SB 346 
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vehicle in contact with the roadway. nor flldy this 

combination hd:ve an overa11 lengtht inclusive of front: and 

rear bumper~. in excess of 69 ~2 feet. 

(41 A passenger ¥ehicle or truck of less than 2,000 

pounds •manufacturers• rated capacity" may not tow more than 

one tr3iler or sematrailerw nor .ay this combination have dO 

overall length. inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in 

excess of 68 65 feet.• 

Section 3. Section bl-lQ-107., MCAt is amended to read: 

•61-10-107. Maxi~u• 9ross e~+e weiqht !!!!£.!:! pt?,. m .i t 

required• (1) ~he--de~ar~~e~--e+--h~qh•ey~--•8yT-be~~d-on 

ewe~u~+e~o+-~e~eey~-~+1h•ey--c~ae~~yT--e~d--eeonem~~~--~ 

Pt~Piw ~ty-- ltd-!- note "aftee- -l"'ftd-- •ef'\ie f.e- ·- e,C!- P.'dt-1-el"t.-- - e~t:rt: .,.or t ~ e -hy 

~~ee+~--~~~~--a~--~--~~--er--~tey--~pe~~f~,*~---h•qhway 

reH~tftg§T-~h@-oper~~teft-e~-e-~ehTe•e-he•~"9-~.e-~ftt-not-mor~ 

~~ft--ft+ne--s~e~-t~-~he-•e~T~-~*"9+e-ex+@-~eed-~~ !n_axle 

!!!~_!.!21_£~!:!L.5!_!22Q_in_~!~~!L2! zo,ooo pounds.! and ;.f no 

two consecutive a•tes more thdO 40 inches or les5o than 96 

inches apart ~y car~y a load in eKcess of 34.000 pounds. 

For purposes of t.hi~ 5ection. axle~ 40 &nches or le~s apa~t 

are considered as a single axle. ~-~£bi~~-_Q~ __ £Q~~in2!1Qn 

~~--Q2!-~~~2~-1~-D~~~1~~ The maximum gross ~eight 

allowed on a vehicle o~ combination ~o authorlled by this 

~!~2n ~~~~f~~-~e~mit ~hall be determined by the formula W 

equals 500 (LN/N minus 1 plus l2N plus 30) in '"'hich H equals 

-3- S.3 346 
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gross weiqht. l equals wheel base tn feet• and N equals 

numbe~ of axles. However, the maximum allowable qross 

we1ght on a 9roup of axles may not exceed the followinq 

values: 

2 atd es 40tOOO pounds 

3 <Jxl es 60• 000 pounds 

4 .axles Bo,ooo pounds 

~ axles 65.500 pounds 

6 oJCles 90 .. 000 pounds 

1 axles l05t500 pounds 

8 axles 105,500 pounds 

9 2nd e-s 105.500 pounds 

(21 lh+~--~@e~~en-dee§-fte~-epp~y-~e-~~~~we~~--~~eh-e~@ 

~-pe~~-~+-the-n~~~e"d+--~y~teM--~--~ftte~~t~te--end--de~en~ 

"+q~w8y~--ta~-referred-~e-jn-~3-~.e.-+~~t-•~"-epp•t~dt+en 

o+-th~~-~eet~on-"euld--~re•e~t--tht~--~~e~e--~reM--reeetvift9 

fed~ref--ftinft§-+er-hiqftway-pur~e~~ !f_~~-gros~_weiqbi_Ef-2 

~~i£lg_QL-~QmDi~atiQn_~xc~~g~-~o,oQQ_Q~~ds~lb!_vehic!~ 

£2m~ln2!ion_mus!_hayg_~-~~~~£~~~~~~~-_i~~~ed 

i~ __ the _ _1i~c~etion __ Qf __ thg_~~!~ent_~f-bl9n~2Y~-~~~g~~ 

~Y~!~~!l~2~2f~1~~-~i~~~X-_£~~111~ __ ang__g~n2~~--2f 

!:! .. L9!!~:!.l--~i!!l~!!~!!f~-2!!~_ygni£l~_Qj?!~l2!!~- Thg_!~~-.s. ha! 1 be 

S20_Q£r_!~iQ_Q£!~!-2L_!!QQ_~ter!_e~mi!~_!__S~~-_e~~1 

~~~--UQ! _ _Q~---i~~~--!2!--~~[iQQ_of tim~~~~-~b~~-!he 

2~lQ2_fQ£__~U!£!:! __ !he __ Gv~--lif~~~--ii __ valid~-_g~~~~-_Qf 

-4- S;J, 346 
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~~~i£1~~---lice~~~-_i~- oth~--~i~~tiQn~--~~~--~! _ _!_hg 

Q12£!~iQ~Qf_!bg_2~~~!~!~--Q~Ch~ _ _Qer~~-~~£i~ 

~it~ ___ lb~ir _ _L~91~!~2~lQ~~L!i~1--~~--~~~~-hig~~ 

!Q!!,!;; i!:!!l• 

ill __ !~~-~g~I!Q~_QQg~-~Q!_AP£b!_!Q~!§~~!~_WH!~~-~~~ 

~--£~ __ Qf __ ~g--~~!Q~~-~YSTEM_Qf_!~TERS!~£~0E~ENSE 

H IG!:'WA!LiAS_RE!;ER~~Q_!Q_ll!_f.L!! .S._!;.._g!l_~HEN_ APPL!l~ T ION 

OF __ TH !L_;ili_~I!Q!L_~Q!!bQ _ _£~EVEN_T _!t!~-~!ATL£~Q!:'_~liS!'!!'IN§ 

ffQ£3!k_~Q~_fQ~!~~!!-fY~~~n 

Section 4. St!!c:tion 61-lo-109• MCA• is amended to read: 

"bl-L0-109. Operation without special permits 

p~ohibited. The operdtioo of vehicles or combinations of 

vehicles hdvinq Ql~~~iQ~~--Q! weights in excess of the 

maximum 1i~its specified in 61-!9-iQ§ ~1-lQ-lOl_th~~~ 

2l=!Q=!Q~ is per~itted only if authorized by special permit 

issued unde~-6+-*9-+9~ by the departMent of hlghwdy~ or it~ 

agents or the highway patrol." 

Section 5. Section 61-10-124• MCA, is amended to read: 

"61-1G-124• Special permits fee. ( l) Except as 

provided in subsectjon (2)(b), in addition to the reqular 

registration and qross vehicle weight fees, a fee of Sb SlQ 

for each !:!.W permit ~!!2._~ fee_Qf_!I2_for £~!!~~~ 

issued !2r_~ize_~rrQ_welBb! in excess of ~"e-~~~~-end--we*~~ 

~hd! ~pecified tn 61-10-101 through 6l-1D-110 shall b~ paid 

for all movements unaer s.peci al permits. on the pub1 Jc 
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hi•.;~hway~ under the jurisdiction of the department. 

f2J (a) Except as provided in subsect:ion (2)(b)• terWt 

or blanket permits may not be issued for an overwidth 

veh1cle, combindtion of vehicles, load• or other thing '" 

excess of 15 fegt; an overlength vehtcle• co~bin~tion of 

vehicles, loadr object, or other thing in excess of 05 fe-et; 

and an overhcight vehicle, combinatton of vehiL1es. lodd• or 

othe:r thing an i!'XLess of 13 1/Z feet, or of a limit 

determaned by the department. A vehicle,. c.umbinotion of 

vehtcle5• load, or other thinq in excess of these dim~nSi005 

is limited to trip permits. 

(b) A term po;rmit mcty be issued to a dealer in 

am~lements of husb~ndrt and self-prop~lled machinery tor an 

overwidth o~ overlengtn vehicle referred to in subsection 

(2) (a). The fee for this. permit is S.7S. This permit covers a 

period of 1 yedr and expires on December 31 of e<Kh yeor 

with no grace period. 

(3) Except as provided in subsection (l)(b)t a permit 

may not be issue'j for a period of timP greater than the 

period for which the GVW license is valid as provided in 

this title, including grace periods allowed by this title. 

Owners of vehicles licensed in other jurisaictions m~y. ~t 

the discretion of the department, purchase permits to exptrc 

with their registration. A license r~quired by the state 

governs th~ issuance of a special permit•" 

-6- ss :~4b 
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Section 6. Section 61-lD-125,. HCA., is amended to read: 

•61-10-125. Other fees. In addition to the permit fee• 

there shall oe charged for single t.f"ip a.:>e..-mits., for t~ 

excess 1oad over the gro~s allowable load or the sum of the 

excess axle loadst whichever is greater: 

( ll $5 ~!~ for distances to and including 100 miles; 

(2) -5-lS !lQ for distances from 101 to 199 mi 1es; and 

(3) sr~ !50 for distonces over 200 miles traveled." 

Section 7. Section 61-10-Zll, MCA,. is amended to read: 

"bl-10-211. Fees on motortrucks., truck tractors, 

11 trailers,. dnd semitrailers from other states. (l) In lteu of 

12 othPr fees for the licensing of vehicles, there shall be 

13 collected a fee for each motortruck, truck tractor, trJiler. 

14 and semitrail.:!r already licensed for the yea,- in another 

15 jurisdiction and operated upon an itinerant b~sjs 1n this 

16 state. The fee shall be collected upon e~ch entrance of such 

17 vehicle into the state, and s.hall be basert upon the nurat>er 

18 of miles to be traveled in the state as 3hown 1n the 

19 application of the nonresident operator. 

20 (2) The fee ~hall be collected for any single vehicle. 

21 When any colftbindtion of truck, truck tractor. s.emit.railer. 

22 or trailer totals more than 6.000 pounds gross w~iqht, the 

23 fee shall be collected for each unit in the combin:Jtion. 

24 (3J The fee shall be: 

Z5 (a) -s-'5 Sl.Q for each trip of 200 miles or Jess; 
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{b) ~~-~ !!2 for each trip of over 200 miles to 400 

miles; 

(CJ 

I 4J 

principal 

•+s !~Q for each trip of over 400 miles. 

Such fees shalJ not apply to any trailer the 

use of which is as te~porary or permanent li¥tny 

quarters, or to an~ vehicle of a carnival which i , unde.-

cont.-act with a state. county, or eli strict fa1r 

as soc idtion.• 

-End-
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