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INTRODUCED BY 

d-z,._J![;, BILL No. :J '!.L 

1J.flt!L_&d r~----------------

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PERMITTING A PUBLIC 

UTILITY IN A RAT[ PROCEEDING TO IMMEDIATELY FILE AND CHARGE 

RATES TO CUVER KI~OWN AND i~~ASURABLE CHANGeS IN CUS T O;< 

EX~ENSE ITEMS; AMENDING SECTION 69-3-302t MCAo• 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-302., .~Cih is amended to r-ead: 

.. 69-3-302. Changes in schedules. (1) No change shall 

be made in any schedule., including schedules of joint ratesp 

€Xcept as approved by the commission or upon the passaqe of 

~ months. 

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the 

contrary and notwithstanding the existence of and 

authorization for the office of consumer counselp the rates, 

tolls., or charges set for-th in any schedule filed with the 

commission pursuant to 69-3-301 shall become effective and 

20 b~? lawful rat~s, tolls, or charges for the u-tility ser-vice 

21 rendered 9 months after the date upon which the schedule was 

22 filed under the rules of practice and procedure for filing 

23 as ~dopted by the commission or upon commission approval, 

24 whichever shall occur first. However, if the rates, tolls, 

25 or charges become effective because of the passage of 9 
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months• time., the revenues collected thereunder shall be 

subject to rebate, plus interest at the rate of 10% pe< 

year,. to the extent that the rates, tolls, o• charges 

ultimately approved by the commission in its final decision 

produce revenues which are less than those collected under 

the filed schedule~. 

iJl __ NQitii~~tao~ing~g~go_gt_t~~~~~ 

~gn1LaL¥~--i~--io_a~g~~~Qiog_:t;g-lo~Lea~~-uiili1X-La~~ 

gubli~_Yiili~_b~_filed__a__x~~--ag~ica1l9o settjng 

Uli:~--IWOliiD-and __ me.a.:;w:abl~_c;llil=_in_ao_lJ;..eiiL.QL- items of 

"--IJU._g~;uanL-Ul!Lil!!l!l.ll-uiU i 1Y may -Llnlll.ed.i.at!U.Y f i l e a!UI 

~bMge_a__:;.cll~aul"-"Lt:at!ll.f._:tillls... __ aDlL_l:.b.Q.r.g!<S. __ :tllin-_lllil.l 

~~"£--5U.cll--kna~D--aD~-mEa~U£able_c;haD~m~u:t;ed ugao_t~ 

t:st.,_gf_£~tut:DL12Uod_a~a£<>~Liat"-by_t~~ammi~oo__by__i:t;~ 

Lilit __ w:llf:J:_..n.:t~og_~J:<>L--~~-IUill~:tili:tYa-J~ 

~ammili~illD-lilllllLpraceed_to_bear apd_d.et..eLilJ~~l--lllatllLS 

~d--bY the app~an_ann_aa~Qer credj1-QL_rebate as 

IU:<>XiillUI-ln_~a~-ill-llLa-l!aJ:t_aLl.:I;Lfl.oaLil.Ld.eJ:.a" 

-End-

N T R 0 D U C E D B I L L 
-2- 68 3al 



47th Legislature SB 0301/02 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6. 

1 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Approved by Committee 
on Business and Industry 

SENATE BILL NO. 301 

INTRODUCED BY DOVER, ANDREASON 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: •AN ACT PERMITTING A PUBLIC 

UTILITY IN A GENERA~ RATE PROCEEDING TO INHEOIATELY FILE AND 

CHARGE ~AlES TO COVER KNOWN ANO MEASURABLE CHANGES IN COST 

OR EXPENSE ITEMS; AMEOWING SECTION 69-3-302• MCA•" 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

Section 1. Section 69-3-302• MCA• is a.ended to read: 

"69-3-302· Changes in schedules. (1) No change shall 

be made in any schedule, including schedules of joint rates. 

exc~pt a~ approved by the commission or upon the passage of 

9 1110nths. 

(lt Notwithstanding any provision of this title to the 

contrary and notw i ths.tandtng the exi s.tence of and 

authorization for the office of consumer counsel, the rates. 

tolls• or charge~ set forth in any schedule filed with the 

co~jssion pursuant to 69-3-301 shall become effective and 

be lawful rates. tolls. or charges for the uti 1 ity service 

rendered 9 months after the date upon which the schedule wds 

22 filed under the rules of practice and proced~re for filing 

23 as ddopted by the commission or upon comm•ssaon approval. 

24 whichever shall occur first. However. if the rdtes, tolls, 

25 or charges become @ffective because of the passage of q 
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months• time. the revenues collected thereunder shall be 

subject to rebate. plus interest at the rate of 10% per 

year. to the extent that the rates 9 tolls 9 or charges 

ultimately approved by the co~Wmission in its final decision 

produce revenues which are less than those collected under 

the filed schedules. 

i~l_No!&ll!standl!!_g_~~ovision of this title t2 the 

£..2!!!.raryLi_f• in_~ GE~ill,!;__!!TE f!.!.2~.!!!!!i!!!L to increase 

uti!l!.L~2ll-~~!ic __ uti I ity__ has._!!!ed_~~fie~ 

~l!l!!lsatlQ!:!_!et!l!!g_f2!.~~!!n!L~~ur~bl e changes j_~ 

i te•_.Q.L.i:t2!!!L2!_~Qll_Q£~!Q~..t_!!!!L_Q!!blj£ uti I i ty ~ 

imm~d i !!1ill _ __fi!~d ch~92.~chegule_Qf.__[~.t.._!2lli~ and 

£hd!_g@S_ th<.tt_!:!il.L.f.Qv er _such_~~~-.!!l!L--!~~~bl e _!;hang~ 

£.2!!.Q~ __ !::!R2.!L_!~~~-~f_r@tu~ Q!!_MTE_Q~COVERY f~nd 

~!.QQili!}L!!L1~~.Q!!!!!i ss i.Q!L_!!L-il.L_!.gll__Q.[der _g!t i ng 

!:at2L_f!!t__~_publl£_yti!i!Y!._The_£2.!!!!iSli2!L~b..2!.!__Q!._QCeed 

!Q_hea~nd_Q!1~~i~~1~~ttg!!_!aised_Q~-1~--~ic~!l2n 

and~y_QrQg£_f£edl~_Q!_reb~ ~~~~~vid~!ft-~~~~~=t£1 

~IT~ INT£~f5T AJ~£-~~!E OF RETURN_~_fQUl!~~AN!fQ_l~_!HE 

b~2!_~~~ERAi~It,_Q!!QER ~~-~-I@!~!_its_!inal 2!.£!!!..!." 

-End-
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